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RETURN to an Order of the Select Committee of the Honourable Hoii^e of Commons on the 
Affairs of the East-India Company, daUHl Ist duly 1831;—requiring 

A Copy of the Corhespondencis betipecn the Chinese Government, the Chief of the English 
Factory of Canton, and the Court of Directors, respecting any alleged Breach of the Laws of 
China, subsequent to the Departure of Mr. Flowdcn and the Succession of Mr. Baynes; stating 
the grounds of difference between the Chief and the China Government, and the Proceedings 
thereon ; also, such Official Papers us relate to the Death of Mr. Mackenzie at Canton, and 
Proceedings thereon, up to the latest period. 


(A.)—Papkus relating to the alleged Breach of the Laws of China. 


l^xtraet China Consultations; dated respectively, 
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Extract Letters from 

. ... 426 

the Select Committee 

at Canton to the Court of Directors; dated 

respectively, 

23d October 1830 ... 
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... 444 

: 13th April 1831 
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(B.)—Papers relating to the Death 

of Mr. 

Mackenzie at Canton. 


Extract China Consultations; dated respectively, 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 


RETURN to an Order ■of the Select Committee of the Honourable House of Commons on the 
Aifuirs of the East'India Company, dated 1st July IBS] ;-»requiring, 

Copies of anjr Ohdebs given by the Cliicf or Committee of the English Factory to the Com¬ 
manders ot tlio Company’s Ships, respecting the bringing up of an Armed Force to Canton, 
and regarding the using Force to proceed up or down the River, and the Answers thereto ; 
and also such Orders for sailing from Whampoa as may have been issued to the Company’s 
Ships without taking out a Port Clearance, or Grand Chop. 


(t.)—P apers relating to an Armed Force for the Protection of the Company’s 

Factory at Canton. 


Kstracts Chinn Consultations; dated respectively, 

PafiT 

JOth October 1830 . 469 

October 18.30 ... ... ... ... ib. 


25th October 1830 . 469 

1st November 1830 ... . 470 


(I).)— Papers relating to Oroers for Ships moving down the River to return the Fire 

of the Forts, &c. of the Chinese. 

Extracts China Consultations ; dated respectively, 

16th November 1830 ... ... ... 472 IfHli November 16.30 ... ... ... 473 

18th November 1830 . ... 473 


liF.TURN to an Order of the Select Committee of the Honourable House of Commons on the 
Affairs of the East-lndiu Company, dated 8t!t July 1831 ;—requiring, 

I'ntkacts of so much of the Lettehs in their Public and Secret Departments of the .Select 
(.'omniitcee of Supracargoes at Canton, to the Cour' of Directors of the East-India Company', 
os relates to Communications which have taken place between them and the Chinese Local 
Authorities, whether Mandarins or Hong Merchants, relative to the Redress of Grievances, or 
the Acquisition or Assertion of Privileges, since the 1st January 1810, and down to tlie latest 
period to which the same may be procurable. 


{1'^ )—Papers relating to the Redress of Grievances, or the AffunsiTjoN or As-seh- 

TION of PrIVILEOES. 


{1 ■)—Debts due by the Bankrupt Merchants Gnewka and Ponqua; 

Extrue.1 i.etters in the Piiblic Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court o( 
Directors; dated respectively, 

24th October 1810 . 474 I 21.sl March 1811 . 47 :* 

.2hth November 1810 . ib. | 10th January 1812 . tb. 

(2.)—Heavy Burthens on the Trade : 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court ot 
Directors; dated respectively, 


Padfv 

26th February 1810.4/6 ] 21st March 1811 

3.)-.-fompany’s Ships detained in consequence of a Chinese being killed by an English Seaman ; 

Extract Lcttcis in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Difectors; datpd respectively, , ‘ 

SiW Jwluery 1811 ..479 

■ " ... 479 I lOdi January 1812 .480 


Pngf 

476 




LIST OF PAPERS. 


403 


(4.)—Compwy's Ships detained in consequence of the Hong Merchantf refusing to satisfy 
extortionate Denismds of the Hoppo: 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

.Slst January 1811 .482 

10th February 1811 ... .. ... ... ... 483 

(5.)—Trade of the Season delayed in consequence of the Viceroy directing that Mr. Roberts, 
one of the Select Committee of Supracargocs, should leave Canton: 

.Secret Department;—Extract Letter from J. K. Elphinstone, Esq. to the Hon. the Chairman of 

theEast-India Company; dated Canton, 23d December 1813 .. ... 48.'i 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 22d February 1814 ., .48«! 

Extract Letter from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret Committee pf the Court of 
Directors; dated 22d February 1814.. ... 4ri7 

(6.)—First Lieutenant of His Majesty's Ship Indefatigable attacked while on Shore, and 
severely ill-treated by the Chinese; 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Honourable 
Court of Directors; dated 10th January 1813 ... . ... ... ... ... ib. 

(7.)—Respecting the embarrassed Circumstances of some of the Hong Merchants: 

Extract Letters in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton lo the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

3d March 1813 .. .4 hh 

31st March 181.3 ... ... ... . ... . ... ... ib. 

Extract Letter in the Public Dcjiartnient, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 23J February 1814 ... ..480 

Extract J.eiter in the Secret Department, from the Select Comtnittee at Canton lo the Court of 

Directors; dated ICtli Janmary 181.3 .4.01 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated Ifith .lanuary IHI.’i ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 402 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Jlireclors; dated 11th March 1815 .. .. ... .«/>. 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

]2tli March 1815 .40.3 

' 9lh April 1815 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . ... 404 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 0th April 1815 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Extract Letter in the Secret Dejmrtmcnt, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court r>f 

Directors; dated 30th April 1815 .405 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 13tli October 1815 .4'<» 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 3d December 1815 • «»• •• sai i\im 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 13th January 1810 .48/ 

Extract Letter in the Secret Depanment, from the Select Committee at Canton to tlie C-'ourt of 

Directors; dated 2.‘?d February 1810 .. ..49>- 

Extract Letter in th»* Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the tloiirt of 
Directors; dated 28tl) .hinuary 18.31 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ib 

(6 .)—Attempt of iho Chinese to establish a Cohong: 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 23d February 1814 .IttU 

Extract Letter from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret Committee of tlic ('ourt of 

Directors; dated 23d February 1814 . ..5<;0 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the President of the Select Committee at Canton 

to the Chairman of the Court of Directors; dated 23d February 1815 .. ... 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 11th March 1815 .....501 

E.xtract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Coiumitrce of Supracar^roes at ('antou 
to the Court of Directors; dated 2{5th March 1817 .. .50.5 



LIST OF PAPERS. 


40-1; 


Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated Itfth March 1826 .. 

Extract Letter in the Separate Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 28th January 1830 . .. . 50(i 

(9.)— Embassy utider Lord Amherst; 

Extract Letters in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Macao to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors; dated respectively, 

*I*^r** *’* ■" *” *** •" 

7th aliily 1816 

(10.)>--Combinations of the Tea Merchants in China: 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 10th December 1819 .511 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors; dated 10th January 1820 .512 

Extract IvCtters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

l J th.riumary 18p *... 

29th January 1820 .. 

(II.)—Frauds, &c. respecting Contract Teas ; 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret 
Committee of tlie Court of Directors ; dated »tli February 1828 . th. 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Commitlec at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

Ifilh March 1828 '. ..5H; 

29th November 1828 .517 


(12.)“ - Charges on the Foreign Trade : 

Extract Letter ip the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated SOtli November 1818 . u,, 

(13.)—Discussions with the Government of Canton, Season 1814-16: 

Letter in the. Secret Department, from the Select Committee of Supracargoes at Cantou to the 

Secret Committee of the Court of Directors ; dated Ist October 1814 .518 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select (^>mmittec of Supracargocs at Canton 

to the Court of Directors; dated 4th Deceiubcr 1814 .. .,521 

Letter fpom the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors; 

dated 4th December 1814 .. 

Ext^-uct licttcr in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Cotirt of 

Directors; dated 24th December 1814 .,5.4 

Extract Lcltei*s in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee of Suprucargocs at Canton 
to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors; dated respectively, 

16th January 1816 .. 

6tli February Js;15 .. 


(14.)—Respecting the Company’s Ship General Ilewilt; 


Extract 1 ictter in the Secret Department, from the Select Coniinittec at Canton to the (’ourt of 

Directors; dated4th Nov. 1816 .. 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Director.^; dated 8(h Nov. 1816 .. 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret 

^ Committee of the Court of Directors; dated 4th Dec. 1816 .535 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 19tb December 1816 .537 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 19th December 1816 . *.53a 

(1.6.)—Respecting His Majesty’s Ship Alceste: 


Extract l^cttcr in tljc Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 8th November 1816 '.. 

Letter from Sir Thcoplnlns T.Metcalfe, Bart., President of the Select Committee of Supracargoes at 
Canton, to Thomas Reid, E»q., Chairman of the Court of Directors; dated Canton. 16th No- 
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Extract Letter in the Secret Department, front the Select Committee at Contoftto the Secret Com¬ 
mittee of the Court of Directors ; dated 4th December 1816 .541 

(16.)—Discussions with the Governtnent of Canton, Season 1817*18: 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee of Siipracntgoes at Canton 
to the Court of Directors; dated 8th December 1817 .543 

(17.)—Discussions with the Government of Canton, Season 1820-21Chinese killed by an 

Officer of the Company's Ship London: 

Letter from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors; 
dated 7th December 1820 . •ss eSs •** ««• *•# as4 344 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the C«>urt of 
Directors ; dated 29th December 1820 «■* *ss ••• ess ss* ... 547 


of some Chi- 


(18.)—Compands Trade stopped by the Canton Government, in consequence of some Chi¬ 
nese being killed by part of the Crew of His Majesty’s Ship Topaze; 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

2d January 1822 .. . I 

5th January 1822 .i 

16th January 1822 .. ..J 

30th January 1822 . . .. ... 

7th February 1822 . 

23d February 1822 . 

10th April 1822 .. .. 

18th April 1822 . 

Letter in the Public Department, from Secretary W. H. C. Plowdeu to Joseph Dart, Esq., Secre¬ 
tary, &c., East-India House; dated 7th May 1822 . ... ... . 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Coinuiittee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

30th IVlay 1822 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

15tii July 1822 SSB SSS SS« SSS ssb ••• s»a «•* 

27tli March 1823 ••• «»• as* *«• **4 ••• 

Letter in the Public Department, from Secretary J. N. Danieii lo Joseph Dart, Esq., Secretary, 

East-India House; dated 9th October 1823 .^ . 

Extract Letter to the Secret Commercial Committee of the Court of Directors from the Select Com¬ 


mittee at Canton; dated 20th November 1822 ..5G3 

Extract Letter in tlic Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 10thNovember 1826 . 564 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to ilie Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors; dated 5th March 1827 ••• ... .’>(!o 


(19.)—Respecting an attempt of some Chinese to extort Money : 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

12th January 1823 «*• »»• »»« ••• paa ••• ... 566 

31st January 1823 • •• •»> •*« •«» ••• «»» » 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 19th March 1825 .. ... ti. 


(20.)— Respecting the Conduct of the Chinese Custom-house People at Macao . 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 16ih November 1827 .. 568 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 18th November 1828 .t5. 

Extract Letter in the Separate Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 28th December 1830 ••• ••• »*« •«» ••• ••• 569 

(21.)—Respecting the Right of the Supracargoes to address the Officers <tf the Canton 
Government; 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Comrailtec at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 17tb November 1825 • •r ««• OM ••• •«* ^4 0 





4O0 I-JST OF PAPEES. 
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Extract Letter in tbc Secret PcpartmenL from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Director# j dated itfth November 1827 . ••• akv «ef *** ... 570 

(22.)-*-Respecting the Use of, and Charges fur, Boats between Canton and Macao: 

Extract Letter# in the Public pepartment, hroro the Select Con^mUtee at C«|ttm to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively^ / . , > 

17th November 1825 •*» ««• •«« *•« efS ees ... 57\ 

10th l^^arch 1820 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... f5. 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 16th November 1827 . ess ••• ... 572 

(:^3.)>»-Respectiug an Attack on Captain Walker in Canton: 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Qintoit to the Court of 
Directors; dated 8th December 1826 ... ... ... .. ..t5. 

(24.)—Respecting the Hoppo charging the Supracargoes with Contraband Practices: 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from tbe Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 10th October 1827 ... ... .** **. ... ... ... ... i5. 

(25.)—Respecting the accidental Deatli of a Chinese on board a Country Ship: 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from Uie Select Committee at Canton to tbe Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

30th November 1827 ... ... *** *** ... ... *** *** ... ... 5/.I 

3d December 1827 «ia« •«« «•* ••• oae ••• ««• *«• 574 

12th December 18^ ••• ••• ••• »•« *«• «•* ft 

(26.)—Respecting tlie Infringement of certain Privileges: 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from tbe Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated l8th November 1828 . i&. 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated IBtb November 1828 ... •*« **• et* «#• ... 577 

(27.)—Respecting the State of the Foreign Trade with Canton, and the Establishment of 
additional Hong Merchants: 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from tlie Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 28th January 1830 . 578 

Extract Letter (Secret and Confidential) from tbe Select Committee at Canton to the Chairman of 

the Court of Directors; dated 31st January 1830 . 583 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from tbe Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 10th February 1830 .i5. 

Extract Letters in the Secret Department, from tbe Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

23(1 February 1830 . as* ••• ••• a«o ••• ••• ... 584 

2d March 1830 ••• nee •*« ... 5^7 

30th March 1830 ••• **• ««« aaa •*« ... .")8b 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from tbe Select Committee at Canton to the Court ot 
Directors; dated respectively, 

18 th September 1830 •a* ••• •«« ... 500 

28th January 1831 ... •.. ... ... ... ,,, ,,, i5. 

11th February 1831 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... (5. 

(28.)—Respecting the Trade in Opium : 

Extract Letters in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to tbe Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors; dated res(>ectively, 

21st November 1822 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 501 

lltb March 1822 •** ••4 ••• *ta aa* asa aaa 503 

19th March 1822 at* as* aaa a*a ova ... 504 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, firom tbe Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 27th July 1823 . ... . .505 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select ComniUtee at Canton to tbe Court of 
Directors; dated6th February 1824 .H .. 596 



SECOND APPENDIX. 


CHINA PAPERS. 


(A.) 

PAPFM RELATING TO THE ALLEGED BREACH OF THE 

LAWS OF CHINA. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 
the 12ili October 1830. 

We have this day received, through the Merchants, the three following Proclanialions china PAPEfis, 
from the Viceroy, the Kwiinchowfoo, and the Nuu-hac-Hect). — 

“ Governor Lc, by Hoo the Kwanchowfoo, concerning foreign huliiis coming to Alleged Breach 

Canton, dated October 11th, 1830: of Laws. 

“ Hoo the Kwanchowfoo hereby issues an edict to command an inquiry, and require 
answer. 

“ On the 24th of the.8thraoon of the 10th year of Taoukwang, resiieclfiilly, was 
received a letter from the Governor, on opening which the following statement ap¬ 
peared : 

“ Foreign ships coming to Canton to trade, ami having foreign* women on board, 
it is only allowed, that before the merchant ships enter the poi t, they should take the 
foreign women and send them to lodge at Macao; they are not permitted to enter the 
])ori. This is a prohibition extremely strict. It is impossible to allow it to be viewed 
with contempt and opposed. 

“ Now I, the Governor, on inquiry, having heard that at Canton there is a Foreign 
Merchant who has from Macao brought liis foreign woman (or wife) to Canton, who 

dwells 

» Tlie terra is not dirertly offeitsive, but not complimentury or civil, like ‘ lady' or' wife.’ 'Hie simjile word 
wife ( T$e) is not used, but Fm, which applies to grown servant women, or any woman of advanced years, 'vliether 
wife or not. 

3 G 



m SECOND AtPENSlX to the TBIED REPOETot the ' 

CHINA TAfERS. 

dwells him in 1:he doi^ by the intentional oon> 

Alleged ^esch “'^nce and ptotectapn of the Hoag Merchants and linguists. If it be not strictly 
or Lam. inquired into, interdicted, |^d an enpnlsion take places hei'Cafter ’diere will be a con¬ 
fused bustle and worse’iittithtion,'which will be a gr^t msd wiilced kmovation on tlie 
laws and regqlations of the Celestial Empire. 

« It is necessary to proceed to an extraordinary degree of corpeditm in .managing 
theadair. . 

Therefore an Order is franieiL addressed to the Foo Ynen, r^uirihg him to 
assemble imnicf^idj^ iritb the Nan^hie-Heen, and,^.t)ddng tbe Md, to suini^ 
the Hong M^^ills and Lingniats before dieir hair, to idqnire distinctly who really the 
Foreign M^chant was who brought the woman ? In what Factory at prelmit die said 
woman dwells? ' the Hong Merriminni and Lingu^ prdteete^ connired, and 
did not report? Whether the custom-house officers and patrole kneW of the occur¬ 
rence? Let one and all of diese questions be inquired intt^ mtd answers returned, 
that I may investigate the facts. At die same time is made die diiqr of ad the Hong 
Merchants to command the scud nation s Chief to take immei^ately ihe said foreign 
wmnan, and hasten instantly to drive her away back to Maepo. y! a^in there be 
presumpdon enough to connive and delay, the said Hong Merdiants atid Linguists 
shall positively be dll degraded front their rSnk, prosecuted^, and severely f)unisbed. 
Not the least clemency will be shown. IListen I hasten! See. 

** Receiving this, beside, ordering the Nan-hae to inquire and act, 1 hereby issue 
an order to the HOng Mm^dtanm' to exambe immediately-^Here fodows an echo of 
the above.] 

Taoukwang, 10th year, 8th moon, 25th day.” 

Hong Merchants’ Letter accompanying Governor JLe's Ordar about Foreign Ladies. 

A respectful notification. Cht the 2dth day of the 8lh moon ^tober lldi, 1880} 
we receivi^ a document from the Kwanchow Foo, oommanicatii^ the Governor’s 
Edict. Wenowcopy.it, and send it to you to look at. We pnty you, genUemen, to 
examine and act accoj^ingly. We als:? pray you early to send bai^ the foreign woman 
to Macao, and thus enable us to state bacA to Govemmmit lit she does not go down to 
Mpcao^ we must incur the Gmremoris anger and reproof.' At thisliite (the time when 
the Governor is angry), ask, gentlenmn, your hemts if they also would not feel unea^. 
« For this purpose we write* ai^ are w^coropUnient% j 

“ Yours, &C.” 

ISlgned.by -junior,, and eleven othm* Merchants, 

’The cypher or signature is not added by the 12|h mercffiaiit. 

The Governor Lc, by Hoo, the Kwuncbdw Fob, to. the Hong Merchants, prohitating 
foreigners going about in Sedan Choirs, di^d October 11th, 1880. 

** Hoo, the Kwanebow Foo, issues an order for^e purpose of commanding an 
inquiiy and demanding an answer. .9 , , 

** In the 10th year oCTaoukwimg,' dte 8th moon and the S4th day (10th October), 1 



SEliBCT, 0QICMITTM HO&SE #F AMMONS, m 
received tWGpf^riiW' letter, on' 6peniog i»htc!j Jtwisi» ^Upws: ‘ It 

* Appears it^t^tlice IWelgncspt ,0f the vip»40pa patioQS^ to Camop h> trad^ have 

* hitherto not on t]|e of capital of tHeproidncie the 

* CeldsudEn»ptna^ it is substa^ted|‘ that 

' the attendants of the principal office of police have stated verbally to ine> on the 2Ist 

* of the prosit. mp^^(?jih iii^t)^, that, theyh^ seen a Company’s foreign writer, 

* Asha (Astell), who has come to Cantcnt from Macao, publicly entering Ills Factory 

‘ seated, 10 'Ihfe'jf^Iy is dppofdhg the. .dighity, of the peculations. 

* ,'phoi dwell very near to the :f^d |it^igpers: bow 

‘ th^ is .it ,th0t tpiy have nbt in thel^St been aware of this, into it, and 

* pht a i0op ,tolt? This is a Minplete disregard of the laws, ,. ’,., 

‘ Uniting these dircnjmstances, I irameidiately write an official letter giving orders, 

* and send die letter to die Kwanchow Foo, that be; may immediately take under his 
‘ direction the Nan-bae-Hcen^ sunimon the Hoi0^ Merchants and Linguists before his 
‘ bar, and examine clearly why the said foreigner, who has come from Macao to Can- 
' ton,' enters ;tbe Factoryjeeted in a chair? Wltether the said Hong Merchants knew 
‘ of the circumstance, ^ahd purposely, connived at it or not? Or whether there are 

* among die Hotig Mefchants some worthless vagabonds who have brooked to flatter, 

* thereby leading to the foreigner’s presuming to perform this act of non->conlbrmity 

* to old ust^. Beside this, whether or net .there have heretofore been any other 
‘ foreigner going out, and seated in chairs? One hy one examine and investigate 

* these things clearly and truly, and, according to the facts report back again, that I 
‘ may investi^te to the bottom. 

* Furthermore, with severity and earnestness^ make responsible and command the 
‘ said Hong Merchants end Linguists to enjoin the order on the said nation’s Chief, 

* that hereafter the said foreigners, going from the Factories to their boats, and from 
‘ their ImatS to dieir FactofWsj inast as ofbldj walk on foot; they must not over- 

* step tkein proper station or ran^, and go dbout in chcurs. If diey presume purposely 

* to ‘oppose^/immedbtelydiail the said Homg’Merchants and Linguists be degrad^ and 

* examined, withont any clemency iheing extended to them. Hasten 1 hasten!!' 

** On the recent of this, besides cauangthe Naii*’hae*Heen.to examine and. report 
back to fie, 1 alst^ uniting the idmve circumstances, issue an order to examine into 
the xubjeck . .When the: order reaches the said merchants, let them immediately,exa¬ 
mine clearly why the said foreigner, who has come frcm Macao to Canton, eatets the 
Factory seated in a chair ? Whether the said metchants knew nf idle mretmistance, and 
purposely Cminived at it or notj whether there are some worthless vagabonds who have 
brookedifo Aattect thereby leading to the foreigner’s presuming to this act of non-con¬ 
formity to old usage ? Besides tMs, whedier or not diere have heretofore b^n any other 
foreigners going out and in seated in chairs ? Examine into the^ things' clearly one by 
one; then taking with yoii the Linguists first, go to the Nan-hae-Heen with a prepared 
statement, and wait till hx hlsrAianaj^ huaness todieutmoin:. Also present a pre- 
pared statement to linej thai'I may investigate to the bottom!! Furtheimofb, with seve¬ 
rity and earnestness enjoin thj||g^er no the said nation’s Chief, that ^ Itereafler the said 
foreigners, in going from their^actories to their boats, and from:,thejlr bokts to their 
Factmies, musi^ astd^^d,fallen they ntest. np^ piopec station or 
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nuil^ and go about in chairs. If they prastme purjiosely shall 

’ the said Hong Merchants and Linguists,be ^gri^led and .e»:amin«d» without any cle- 
being extended to them. Jj^ten, hasten I These ^ ^ . , 

. « Taoukwling, lOth year, 8^ montl^ 86th day (October l.lth^ 1^0).”^' . 

We refrain at the prewnt moment from ahy comtitent on. the .spitit andPte«or of 
these documents, and merely remark, diat in consequence'df the Ediqt respecting 
foreigners sitting in ;^dan chairs, apfieiam to J^e publithW With ti0 other o^ect 

than that of wantonly irritating their mihdi^ we c^e to the reaolo^n of mtitif^ 
in some degreC to the Chinese public, that &c insult had not^pasaed unndtieai). We 
consequently directed the following placaid, written in Chinest! charactersi to be forth¬ 
with hung up at the gate of each of our .Factories, and gave strict orders to see it.canied 

intoedcct. V'?V,. 

“ To ail whiun it may concent: ' , 

In consequence of a certain ocmirrence, tike Select Committee itho direct the affiurs 
of an English Company, have in Council 

** Resolved, That hereafter every class of persons sitting in sedad chmrs shall be dis¬ 
allowed to enter the gate of the Company’s Factory. The porter is ordered to intercept 
all chairs, and prevent their entering. If any person refuses to listen to him, both the 
chair and the individual will assuri^Iy be expelled by force. < Every one will do well not 
to try the experiment with h»8 perion. ' . » 

“ TaoukwangjlOtV year, 8th moon, 27th day.” " 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated I6th October 18S0. . < ^ 

We have this day received through the Merchants a chop from the Hop^ which is 
a counterpart of the Vioeroy e received oh the 12th, vtith the'exception 6T the following 
concluding remarks made by'the Hoppo: r i ^ , * >, ' . 

Hoppo Chung’s Remarks in communi^tiog the Goyemoda carders, recfived, 

: /October 16th 1830. 

This coming before me the Hoppo, 1, on .the receipt, of it, examined md 2nd, 
that, for foreign merchants to bring with them marrii^ or unmarried wohimt to Canton 
to dwell, has already, in the lOtb yem of Keen-lung {l'^61}, Imen interdicted by the 
then Governor Chin, in his offidal reply, which is on record. * 

Afterwards, because that few foreign ships sailing, back, it is difficult to approach 
Macao to receive families (on board); it was requested to go by the inside river to Wtam- 
poa to embark, and again «that was rejected and .dimpo#ed by the then. Governor Le. 
Since for-foreign women to be brought even to Whampoa is contrary to the laws, how 
can there be such a principle asi.that of prmiming to lo^ themselves at (Canum) the 
capital city of a (provinMs,) . ' 

“ Doted Octifoof iStii* 'loth yem; Sth'mocm^ 27th day;* ‘ 

EXTBaCT 
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: ■ ' EXTRAS CHINA CONSetTATIONS^ 

19th October ISJiO. , 

A PARTY of aboiat «gh^, consisting of commanders, ofRcei^ and gentlemen of the 
Factory, this day proceeded to the dty gates In charge of the following Add^s, of 
which four copies were made, directed to'the Viceroy, Hoppo, Foo Yuen, and Iseaug 
Keoii, a Tartar general. A, (i^ty C^pally numerous, composed of British merchAa!^ 
and commanders and officets?, of country ships, had preceded them by about a quarter 
of an hour with petitions to the Viceroy and Boppo on the same j^bject. 

XJpoii tnuidug abput half 'an .hpurat the city gates, the Kwan Keep appeared and 
receivdl the seyeroL letters, which he promised should be forthwith delivered, according 
to their respective addresses. The two parties then joined together and returned to the 
Factory. 

Translation of Chinese Draft of a Memorial to the Governor. 

“ The President and Select Committee, Messrs. Baynes, &c. to Im Excellency 
tlie .Qoyemor, Ac., fpr the purpose of clearing up certain Affairs which concern 
them. 


C^rKA i^A-l^RS. 

(A.), 

Alleged Biwaeh 
of Laws. 


“ A respecstful Address t—The English who come to Cmttonfor commercial purposes 
invariably look up with respect and reverence to the Sovereign * of the great Tsing dy¬ 
nasty. But amoRg the hundreds of cheers of Government appointed, it is unavoidable 
that there should be an inequality, some good and some bad. Some who, by a thorough 
understanding of the human feelings, by extending what they themselves like to others, 
and by a benevolent government, win people’s hearts f. On the other hand there are 
some wfjo, being undiscerning, by an irregular use of authority and power, and who 
from selfish motives rule in a tyrannical and vexatious manner, lose people’s hearts. 

“ Ijsit not one High Heaven that has torn all the nations of mankind ? Are they 
not reciprocally of the same species? It was the sariie Heaven that gave existence to 
Manchows and Chinese which gave existence to Englishmen; and with High Heaven 
there is upt a partial. Imart. China is by Heaven conferred upon the east, and Eng¬ 
land, by the same Heaven, is copfenred on the people of the west. All nations belong 
to High Heaven; they should not boast against each, other 
“ Sipce Canton is opened as a mart for foreign trade, it is incumbent to receive men 
from temote parts with civility; they ^ould not be insulted and treated ignominiously. 

“ But on the 4ih of the 8th moon of the current year, there was an official proclama¬ 
tion publicly exhiluted, containing many unfunded and disgraceAtl assertions concerning 
foreigners. / As for example‘ It b directed that the Hong M^tchants anfd linguists 
‘ shall eondnualiy t«»ch the foreigners, repress their pride and profligacy, and insbt on 
‘ their turning with all their hearts towards civilization, &c.f Now, excepting two 
or three of the Hbug Meirclumts, they are all without any learning or knowledge, and 
the custpm house interpreters are a still niore ignorant set. The bcal Mandarines 
calHog on them to erect themselves into masters tp^instruct and tench civilisation to 
' , foreigners, 


• *' May he live ten tlwusatnd yeen’^ itaplied in the niune Won-Luy-Yay, given him k tite.ofigittal. 
t Tliese are Cbiiieae ideas and pbrasea j below, alao, there is a good deal of the mme. 
i TO* paragraph hi intended to tindermitw jUie ^uaive j^tenoitsia of the C^lei^ Sinpirei end the Chinese 
£^ets always pretend to treat with tender kindness. 

\ Or eonversion, renovation. 
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fdv^tgillbn^ is indeed very kiTighablc. " Bat 
itilsut on civilizing, &c., it may be .seeit that |hie gi^jit O^vernmeot wish to 

cause the native people to look u{kiiu as aU b^O^ blubilrotu nations* 

Thja'is’truly treating with tendeiutts' stran^^*itt'tb^'hu^ V%'' ” 

« The said Edict further speaks of ^^cr? I^bjptostilates, tuid 

language deserving of tiie utmost indi^tibci;; fbr the Epglibh: cmkider dte' crime 
alluded to d^rving of (death, and the pubub intensely bath sucb uniihlul'id wicl^ness. 
How can the great officers of Gorenimepb ^tbout any.,the. least prod^ 
grouiM^ess reports, vfblch they have sohghl!;!w to, btil% J^qtolay^and tSs^Ceidn all 
foreigners! Ifow is this exemplifying the principle 6f treating ten^rly Strang^ itiltito 
land! " ■' '''■ ' ' 


Another official Edict has also been Istoed concenung Toreigneto sitting' ip 
shoulder-carriages, saying, * that |breig^era gpiog from the tboat^<to toeir factories, 
‘ and from their Factories to tiieir boalSj must walk on fooV and not overMep their 
* rank ascending chairs,’8tc. ; » - . - 

Bat the local’dicers continually issue Edicts, saying tost toey. vie# natives and 
foreigners with the same benevolence. Now from the foreign Factor!^ to toe mer¬ 
chants’ Hongs is a distance of one, two, or .three ih ;;iif the weather be very hot, or if it 
rain, or if toe individual be wearied and faint, to order toe foreigner to walk on foot 
while toe native commonalty sit in chairs Whenever they please: . how is this viewing 
natives and foreigners with the same be^avplence? . ' 

“ But further, this Edict says, * POTeigners must not overstep their rank,’ &c. 
But we know uot how the great Mazarines kmk tipon the peraems appointed , by toe 
English to transact toe commerce, of what rank th^ are. It is^ therefore, incumbent 
on us to tell that our Supracaigoes and Writers ate ^ the sons and younger 
brothers of countiy gentiemen, of dvil ^d militaiy officer^ &c. A certain oostom- 
house domestic gave verbal information against .a pemon he called ¥atoa(Astidl)p that 
Astell is toe son of onb who has ofton been at the he^ of the CWpuiy’s Court, and 
who has many years been a Member of toe .Great. Coun^ of $he British natiim. 
How talk of his overstepping his rank by sitting in a chair? ; /i. 

The native salt merc^bts, Hong m^diantSt costcoa-haose waiteri. a 
preters, are all seen in dmirs when theypleaser/ ,.HoW rCaa.4t l# Mid; >to 
must walk on foot? Is this viewing natives apd fore^em with toe same benevolence! 

" There is also a very rude Edict, using toe expreSi>io% .f foieign women.’ Now, 
according to thelaws of England^, ev^.man can . marry but.one wlfp. ., The custom of 
condubinage does not exist, therefore toe persons, the |)dict dt^s,foreign women are the 
wives of foreign merchants. The Compeny*e}serwu)ts in. management of cominerrial. 
affairs are required to be in Canton sia or more months qfeiy^rj now How does it 
accord with,.rea«m,end the feelin|^, 0 f hpi^n. nature, to declare tout the wife shali 
not accompany her husband, and qu|etiy 

to Others as we would be donef to? >Ane native oilers jure allbw^, td..bave^toeir 


* Tl# ^I'odutiitcioii VIU6 htu«at)]r ths^Garwoorfixl 
t Chinese phrase. 
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fiuniUes in the pabth} olbps*. Why ^ojaljd the foreign merchant n(}i he allowed to have 

tempmarUyhtt family in his Fttslory? . , . „ All Breach 

“ To sum up tl» whqi^ ii* the great o$c^ wish to rule foreigners with justice and ofXawsf 

benevolence) ajf^rs may go on but if they wish to insult) l^annize 

oVeT) and'govern foreign nmrchfmts^t^ we really do not know where the 

business will emi^ The patient natures may be driven to extremes. What 
necessity, in the midst of a vaeuuhb and on level ground) to create a commotion and 
provoke a,revolution. ► ^ . 

on q»ec^ pnifpdSe» and wi& great respect lay this before your Excel- 

wang). 10th year, Otii moon.*’ 

The preceding addrem is the competition of Dr. Morrison, and the Honourable 
Court cannot fail to perceive that it ia written with a most anxious desiie to condliate 
the Chinese authorities, at the same time, under a iuU sense of the indignities which 
have lately been offered to us; it is, in fact, an appeal to the good feelings of the 
high authwities to whom it is addressed, and we sincerely hope that it may produce tiie 
desired, result 


*‘.W® w 
I^cy, &c. 
“ IraouK 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

20th October IBSO. 

■’ie f,i; « 

Howqua then proceeded to communicate tiie Viceroy’s orders respecting the lady 
now in Canton in the following terms: , 

** As to women coming to Canton, the old law fi^rbids it It never can be permitted. 
The C^ief is desired lo send away tW lady forthwith. If she (»innot move imme* 
diately, the merclmnts are to asemtain in how many days she will go. If the ChidT 
saywhe willnot^remoye the foreign lady in two or three days, if she still be here, soldiers 
wiU be sent to the Factory to aeiitt a^ drive her out The Chief is to tell the mei> 
chants what day she goes.” 

H^wqua next produced two sealed Idters addremed by us to the Foo Yuen and 
IseUi^ Kemiy which bad yesterday been presented at the city^gatim. 

The one to the Foo Yuen was ^^n Imckto the Kwang Chow Foo, to be returned 
to the merchfints, and by them delivered to the Committee. Howqua explmned that 
the Foo Yuen stated he could not receive any document concerning forei^ affairs 
unless through the "S^ceroy. These affiurs ate in tbe Viceroy’s departinent His 
Excellency will receive tite chop and answer it The Foo Yuen farther sent the 
following message tibrdugh Howqua: 

** For more than 10^ years the English have traded quietly to the port of Canton. 
The Emperor has always taken care of the English.; the Viceroy also has alw;^ been 
desirooi to be friendly towards the Englisit 'Whatever the Vicer:^ ordmns regarding 
foreigners is of equal force with the Emperew's law. The Viceroy cannot disregard the 
fixed laws. If you foreigners disobey the Viceroy’s orders yon discd>ey the Emperor’s 
laws. If you come here you must respect tiie lawa” 


The 
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. ;1]'heiseAng Keun jretunied the letter^ with n shwt meiMage, merely stating that it 

Allej^d Breacit affair, 

of Laws, 

Howqua having further stated th|^t the Anchasze fe or4«!e(i by the Viceroy to order 
merchants to bring the Committee's answer r^pectii^ ^he three PaPsees and the lady 
to-day, the merchants were requested to redre into another room whilst the Committee 
deliberated on what reply to be returned to their meamgo. ’ ' * 

Passing over the iirsjt part of Howqua's t^mmnnicadtm from the Viceroy tespeisting 
the three Parsees, with the mere remark, that it is singylur that« demand so apparmitly 
reasonable should not have been made Until , it was well kitowjn:tha:t it could not 
p(^ibly be complied with, the men having l^t the country, we prooe^ to take im» 
our serious consideration the latter part, which is of a much more important nature, 
namely, where the Viceroy arrogates to himself the power to send aimed soldiers into 
our Factory, and there seize on the person of a British subject. . . 

Tlie admission of such a power would render us liable at every hour and on every 
occasion to the intrusion of an armed force; it would not only violate the security of 
the valuable property entrusted to our charge and subject our persons to insult, but it 
would be a virtual abandonment of the only protecting privilege we possess in China, 
and one whicii has ever been considered of the most vital importance. We tiiercfore 
felt that any measure resembling concession on such a point would be highly injurious 
to tlie interests and honour of the British nation, of which wc are in this country the 
representatives. Indeed tlie mode which the Viceroy has adopted of cmnmunicating 
to us on a subject so important by a verbal mteisiage, instead of writing, appears to 
indicate that he is himself conscious that he is overstepping his authority, and is desirous 
to tiy the effect of intimidation before' he commits himself in a more fbrmartnanner. 
If this threat were obeyed, or indeed received in silenee, ' in the course of a few days on 
any other occasion, we might expect to see it put into exectition; while on the other 
hand, if spirited and decisive measures ate adopted to resist the mode in which it was 
conveyed, gives the Viceroy an opportunity of retracting. i 

We tberefore came to the determination, with referent* to the abstmet question of 
personal security, to resist this measure of violating the precincts of our Factoiy, 
hitherto held sacred, to the utmost extremity, and immediately proceeded to take the 
neccssaiy measures for repelling the attempt so made.* 


EXTRACT cum consultations, 

21st October 1830. ‘ . 

‘ Consultation in full Committee. 

The Merchants having requested an interview with the Committee, we assembled to 
meet tliem, when Howqua proceeded to state,' that he and Mowqua hadhkd an interview 

■ With 


* Thb meaiufes referred to feinting an armed torce tSt tlie protection of the Factory are detailed in another 
Return to the HonoofaWe House,—A'ec Papers (C). 
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with the Viceroy, in ^hich he eiitirel^ idisclaimetl any qct mi his threat con¬ 

veyed yesterday, and that W considered the circumstance of ladies residing in Cahton 
as a thing by no means of sufficient'importance to employ force to drive them away. 

The Merchants then endeavoured to pmiiade us, that it was merely an ebullitjoft of 
angry feeling on the part. trf the VicBrt^,;' and offered their own security, as a body, 
that no act of violeneis. shbnid ^ever be used to molest any person residing in onr 
Factories. vi-'W'’■ ; 

We informed them tbat, in an affair of so much importance, we did not consider any 
security they could offisr as at ttli iatisfaciory, and that the guard,.^ould not be removed 
from our Factory until we received some document from the Viceroy, which would 
warrant us to consider pur persons and. property secure from the intrusion of an armed 
force, while within the precincts of our own Factory. 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

23d October 1830. 

We have received, through the Merchants, the following Edicts from the Viceroy 
and Hoppo, in reply to our remonstrance of tlie 19ih instant. 

“ Governor Le, in answer to the Committee's remonstrance of the IStli instant, 
dated October 21st, received 23d, 1830. 

“ The private Agents’ remonstrance is joined with the Committee’s in reply. 

“ Le, Member of the Military Board, Governor of Canton, &c to the Hong Mer-. 
chants, requiring them to infonn. themselves fully of the contents. 

It is now authenticated that the English nation’s chief, Baynes, and others, presented 
a statement, saying !~7[,HePe follows a copy of the letter of the Iftth.} 

“ Further U is authenticated, that the English private merchants, Innes and others, 
presented a, Statement to the same effect. They both have come before me, the 
Governor. Concerning these authenticated topics^ on examination it is found, that 
foreigner^ (E jiu) bringing with them foreign women (fanfoo) to Canton province* 
they, (the women) were merely allowed to remain on lordship. Afterwards it was 
granted that they should Iqnd at, Macap. Tins was an extraordinary manifestation of 
the gracidusness of our sage and benevolent dynasty. It cannot by any means be allowed 
to bring them (foreign women) to Canton. All the various nations of foreigners have 
for a long period obediently submitted to this, 

“ As in the 16th year of Keen Lung (a.b, 1751-2), the Dutch Foreign Merchant, 
Laon-i'een, in a boat, brought to Canton a foreign woman, and resided in the Suyfung 
Hong. At drat time, the foreign woman was in custo<ly sent to Macao, and there was 
issued a severe interdict. ’ , 

** In the 34th year, bf^K^en Lung (a.d. 1769) an English foreign merchanjii Fee 
Shnn,^ claud^tinely broUglbit a foreign slave woman to reside in E- Wo Factory., ’ Then 
the said foreign slave wpman vfas sent in custody to Macao, and tlie Hong Merchants, 
Linguists, Compradore^ and government messengers were severally chastised and 
degraded, as is on record. Afterwards, whenever foreign women were brought clan¬ 
destinely to C^ton, they were dways sent back under custody to Macao. Of late„ 

8 H for 
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Iiw been no such tiling as bringing women or gtksAo Ik 

aeMi tliat the ssaid foreignen were by no meatw rgnorant of;4W hw>' v < . y 

Now the said Chief Baynes, how caa he inteadeiMtlly ojjpoaa and 

orders, and bring with him a ibTeign womw to Cah^on ,etty^ io.dw«iidt 
foreign Factory ! And after having givcm ordert (o: huiii^ He stUl-^agaiet atupidly intW 
duces the cose of diose in courts taking with them thido' Mandmdh £iiiidie% &e|.; ^ A, ^hig 
specions M’gument. Does he not know that ^ «»ttive Id^ndiwinf mdst^ba r^^ 
their courts before they are allowed td hatai '^in ftmiUhs ndtht them? vilf thesr be^ 
deputed on public business, whether for aki^eF^or ihoetec time, they jire^i^^ 
to take their fomilies with them. The law ia fiieed«and manifest.. Now the said nation!s 
Chief has received the commands of his King; to. oomo to CeBton .prtnrkohd^ eity lo 
trade, winch, is not dliFereat,from.reoidving an Imperial Commission td go mamnitdtn’ 
errand. Tlien even if he does feUaciously compare his case with natiwel Mandarins, he 
ought not (according to bkoum showing) to bring his family widt himi SdU jif her 
(of ra^er she) aemove early to Macao, he will aaKud a,very>,a veiy severe-scrutiny. 
As to sitting in sedan diairs, originally, it is a. small business. But foreigners, > being, 
in the provincial city, have-not heretofore been allowed to ascend chairs. In going out 
ohdin from their Factories to their l«»8ts,.or Trotn. Ui«dr boats to their Facti^es, if it. 
rained, or if they were sick and found it impossible to waHc,' still it wasouly proper 
for them to lean oh some support and proceed. They wme -not allowed to drag in topics 
and dun with petitioniB. ’ 


** AgSiii, heretofore,'In consequOtiGe of vlarbhS foreigpi nations coming to Canton, 
provider to trader whcoe languages were uninteMigible, and thi^ incapable , of under¬ 
standing the prOftrieti^ laws, probibitkms, and orders of the CelestialKmptre, it was 
difficult (or impoBsibleyfor them to avoid pride and profligacy* Futther, being appre¬ 
hensive that the Security Merchants,. Ac. miglit be id thdir deaUngs^. or that 
traitorous natives might seduce to a vtdadon ol> the laws, Ac., dierelore, even since 
the reign of Kl^en Ldngi every year when the foreign ahJps inaocoesslon .came into the 
port, ptodamations .containing severe interdicts were pUbiybed once, really with the 
inteutbn of loidci^ down and oompassbnotbg tlm foreigners, to prfvent tlwir being 
cntmigled in the net of th* law.. Thh; was.thd des%n. But the said ^re^nem b their 
petitbnj fafu it iolaa dh^oeefol hwiik td> them,, which realty shows their ignorance 
of the snbhtamialitiei of the bminess.. .o . . , ... 

" To sum upaU: The interdiets and orders are. of dd ttandii^ and,have npt by 
any means ^ommeniped to day.. Tim said foreignwrs hove ohiy^ as they or^ht,. to 
conform' obedbnUy' to the old fagnladons* Then, npidPdhlt. diere will be mutual 
tremquillity without disturbance. If b respect to former bterdicts^ th^e be an |nten* 
tbhal opposition and distoihaoee meartenr.if is ah brought npbn themselves by the said 
foreigners. It b by no meatw the eas^ that the CeIes^- Bmp({%)M^ a 

gracious compossicm. Tiyand askt .Have these aiud fb^b^]»,|Mitod.<<>vnr ^ ipiinfj|se 
ocean, several dbOt tib thoiubid le (bhes) ferthe perpofos MdodPbrce,:or to.create 
distorbance? Widt iin impartial mrad ribntly ootUdm', and y^ irih b^ veheaipMly 
aioosed(orawakenedtohiSibifeofyttor-condiri^^ ) „ . , ti 

** HnHingtberdjto'b cire^ani^ an order is Imreby issued! lo the Hqpg Merchants 
to mtjoifi fotthwW pempbuod^y them mrdets tm be said formgners for tbehr hhedienc^ 


that 
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that la^ bov livbg in tbt Tac^r|'» and iiamediately 

cbiier her to ha i^ibed to Mat^ 

*' Moreover, orders that whefthea* meviag or at rest, there tnuat be in all 

oaaea ati ibjfdidit'obedience' to the hors wid ri^latioiis of tlie Celestial Kat^iref The 
foi^gn women coming in ^ips are only tdibwed to rmide temptararily at Macao< It is not 
allowed that they should be brought to Canton. Further, it cannot be that in the 
pn>vbdal«ity (fe^igaef»)iamy ascend and sit in Chinese sboulder-oairiages. If .thei^ 
be presttmptnous huefttional disdbedieaoe^ ah tbeolTetKlers wdi be involved in a severe 
scrhdhyi Hostel, hastm i These are the orders. 

« Taoh Kwang, i<hb year, fith month, Sth day.” 

HoppoOhilng in reply to die Committee’s remonstrance of tlw 18th instant, and the 
retnonsirance of private Brityi. merchants of the same date. Issued October SSd > 
recefvetl 2Sd, 18S8. ■■ 

“ Choko, Imperial Commissioner of Duties at the port of Canton, &c. &c. to Uie 
Hong Merchants, requiring them to mslce themselves fully acquainted with tlte contents 
thereof. 

It is antherttteatedi that the English mtion^s Chief, Baynes and others, have pre¬ 
sented a foreign petition written in the Chinese character, $ayiQg-^[Herc follows a copy 
the document of the !8th,] ' 

“ And it is authemticntOd thnt the said nation’s Private Merchants, Innes and others, 
presented a foreign petitbn with a Chinese translation, saying—[H«me follows a copy.] 
In consequence of these, examination being made, it is found that the taking off the 
interdict against ingress from the Southern Sea^ and permitting foreigners to acommer* 
cial intercourses occurred at the eommenoement of the Dynasty, from which to tlte pre* 
sent is a hundred and some scores of years, duHng which period, for the foreigners pf 
various nations who came to reside at Canton, there has been no affair which has not 
had old regulations, and there has been no man who did not obey the fixed laws} for 
the language and the dress of natives and foreigner ate entirely different; and the.Ce- 
Icstial Empire’s usages ani' alt honourable and strict. How is it possible to suffer tiie 
want Of a marked difference being made between those inside and those outside? 

^ Since the said foreigheiU come to trade, it b only incumbent on tltem to obey impli¬ 
citly the orders of Government. If they dial ike the restrictions as dlMcult to be endured, 
it is perfectly competent to them not to take the trouble to come so great a dt^ance,. 

” All the gl^t ofilcerS of government in Canton look up and mliXe (his Idag^ty's) 
desire to treat foreignma tenderly, and they continually stoop to mtnlfost Uindnas to 
those who coihe j but in matters which regard prohibition^ how can they iU the feast 
indulge in remissness. 

** Now, according to lirhat the said Clifef l^ynes, and others have stated, they say, 
that on the 4th of the 8th moon a Proclamation wini put up, containfog lai^m^U m*> 
tended to degrade and instdtthesaid foreigners. , h . 

" peretofore it has been the rufe, concerning foreign ships entering, dip |>0r^ for tny 
to examine the old records, and uniting with the Governor, issue fjfrooiania^lDns to 
be pasted up against the foreign Factories. From the 6Tth year (a. 13^.I1F88) tff Khen 
lung till now> it has been in successive years conformed to. The practice was by no 
means commenced this year. Heretofore the said nation’s trading Foreign Merchants 
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. tlpufit 1 h^ that k j^8»< 

-hiw.rflsi<kd in Ganten «i«ay y«arj» and !»«?- 
i&wign I'acWPites. Bow;did jbBTtoiaSa 

according to usage, aad in fiaat yeara (k)sm (Iwv 

thia year open out hk irr^oltr crazy p*oe«»Bd^'?*/>TlieFe nitiirbitf 
•tmitorin the concern,dueikving and fanokig3lfe»,'flaaii*&--i':-v.' f.'y-' V'. 

** The language of tha said Cluefand otheitla>iGlihid(mi!^ t^ ex¬ 

clude yourselves from' the li^ wblt^ oatui^giye^ tia^ lar e!Rtoi})le,!Vr^ 
petithi>n about overslijipping station or aacendmgisedaii'ichnltis. < v • 

^ The said Foreign Merchants have reside ilp Canton city pgtit. ’ In 

past days, when tgoing from the Factories to the hoat^ and fromibe bdais to the faeto- 
ties, did they ascend chair’s^ or did they walk on fbot ? Ware therd no thhes'of hot 
weatlier or of rain then ? Did it never hap|)en that inen’s bodies were weatiid than If 
formerly tha said foreigners had ascended chairs, and at this tiiiie they< were interdicted 
and stopped, then perlmps there would be a seittfalance of a little granny# Butif 0 Figi» 
nally tbeyiikdked on foot, and now suddenly as^nd shoulder* carriages^ Is it not over¬ 
stepping their station? J - ' 

.« The important ground of the pmvincial dty is exposed to* the tiew of every eye, 
and inside native people may not be menially employed by outside foreignera {or barba¬ 
rians}- The said Chief and others say, that the pers^ Astelh-wbosat in a chair, is the 
son ofe:i»embce nf their National Legislature. When<^^that Foreign Merdmnt lives in 
his own country, he is no doubt the son of an honoumble officer; but when l>e comes 
with merehant ihips tov Canton, and is notproceetlin^to Court with tribute, here no 
doubt be must merely be viewed as a trading Foreign Merchant. Since the said Chief 
and others understand what is reasonable and Just, how is it they will not apply their 
thought^ andawakmi to a sense of propriety.t 

“ As to what tbp petitkm laya about foreign women residing in the Factory. Here¬ 
tofore when foreign women came to Cahton province they were originally allowed to re¬ 
side tmpporarily at Idacao- 2f<they werebrougbt to Canton city, it was for At long rime 
past an offence against thp iHatdtes of>tbe local ^vernip^ Ip the 16rii audaith 
years of Kfpn Lung (a. ». ;17oI aud 1769), there were cases in the Courts of foreign 
women and slave (or |ery^t) wom^^ b^ np riandfstiimly to Canton; all of 

whom were by the then Govemora tont back in jcustody to Macao. There are papers 
which may be examined. , 

“ The said Chief and othem/ in gttonding to the jtoinn^i^al have their fixed 
residence at Macao. Canton U pply ilheir temporary residency.,, Every day (or or^na- 
rily), by reqfuwsdbll^ they can go up apd down,, and pei^Ctly attend to their 

families. What nece&sity is there for pertotis with dilfoi^bt ditss and different; lan¬ 
guage ^(foomidie natives) to excite a co^oibo in the Eabtt^ios, and, hy a pOssiMiity pi 
' ' ■' V' '' 'v oito 


f Governor’s Tcplj, Ute tateriliet wW snendiiw tto «ho«1crer.ekfr^ or SUthw^baMiijUA diidri 
but if ieck, «ndiiotft^$towtik, UW foiebier m^ k«n with his btadi(usna« upon tto yu, 
tlUi OMWwtiwt it i« nottuy lo Hiy: k onwAei *> utortHr,** bdd up byO>« tiwids, Sfid awyprobeby be tb« 
naWe of eottie mean blunboo Iprdle. Sutto VaotbWKitod bf^bMhoUon by ttu« hUrdltf; vh«dt statemeftt 
UiidiAenk'totMdMifow'Oi^ ■■ ■' -"h- 




milk wodd tnrn the 

subject efter^^regrct Let the said Chief and tubers contader m> 

tensely tii^ii!;jt>ii^/}>ersons, and.: famUieis^A^bi:* the safety of whom it is very incombent on 
tham to tahw prapautious^ (and not^biing them into places of danger). To aQm.,up the 
vhoK thdsaid Chief and othera^.ba^ihg passed over the ocean so great a distance to 
pome,and trad^ onr Sacred Dynasty^whkbbenevolent^ nurtures 10,000 states, dpuht* 
1^ will not b the laast degi»‘view ttodn differen But the Hwa and be Ee, 

thedowerynaUtks and be i^barian foreignert^ must be distinctly divided; between 
those inside andrbose oOtside there most i:^ erected a great boipdary Heretofore 
there;haf been no precedent for entering the Factories in slioulder-carriages, therefore 
walking on loot is no harsh treatments . Heretofore it has not been the rule for foreign 
women'Ip reside in Canton,* therefore sending them to Macao is really the way to 
give entiire security,. 

“ The said Chief and otliers rausi^ as is proper, consider the subject deeply over and 
over again, and be careful sot to let other peo^de befool them, vainly spending their 
angry breath in resdve conduct, which may turn to self cutting off the road of commerce. 

“ Uniting these things, an order is hereby issued to the Hong Merchants to enjoin 
these commands on the. said Chief and others, for their obedience thereto. 

'‘Opposenot A^epedalEdict. < > 

" Taon Kwang, lOth.year, 9th m,, 6th d. (a. n. October 22d, 1830.}” 

A Proclamation, containing ideas much the same as the above, is pasted up at the 
Hong Merchants’ Hall. It is issued in the united names of the Oovernor and Hoppo, 
and Iseang Keun. Bate,. October 2dd. 


, EXtlUCT'CHINA CONSULTAT^^ 

^hth October 1830. . j , - 

Wb have received fVom’ the Merchants the following I^ict ftom the Isenng Keun, in 
reply td the remonstrance addressed to him ob the 19th Instant 

" King, the Iseting Keun, in reply to the reinonskance^ of the Committee, and of 
be private British Merchant^ of the 18b instant; dated 23d October, received 
2Bb October 1830. ■ ^ ... 

“ Kino, be Iseung Keun (or Commandant) of Canton, hereby replies oj|lpialIy to 
the two pedti^s of tlm English Foreign Merchants, Baynes, Jardine andothruni.. 

" On eaamlnadon 1 Ikd bat all Foreign Mefch^ts coming to ^anton to trade 
ought to c^y the usages and regulations of the Celestial Empire. This has long been 
a fixed rule; mtd idl Foreign Merchants, with reverence and obedience,,have also 
hiberto long yielded respectful submission. The great officers appointed on the borders 
have likewise, from dme to time, explained dearly be prohibitions and commands, add 
issued proclamations and perspicuous edicts; and fearing that beyaripns F<^tei^i]Mer- 

"'V*chants 


A'lanlE, ^ U> had off. 



smom ATPEmum ^rn 

c^ts vere not fble to undentuiid Hgw^ 

ekiints doai^y nnd minutely tomi^fi l^ir edietft,; imdilorfl^ eaiue tktft 

id}’tbe*f»rvignen ehouki Ituow tbelanv of tbe treitcmtiis 

natives also sbmtld not (ktnei in tim 

'fliis wjts to quiet £Miiig».of i^ipovs. T]^ fcmdly to 
tenderness to foreipera^ oitd to sootkd and tNimqnittlie themf 
iporani how to be to potitudui tmm imndamationi 

disallowing them to |mngfonti%n dod dw* 

allowing them to sit ^iqdan oha^s, 1) the Is^ung 

Keun, have no connection whatever with managemsitt of foreign alfaira; but.as jt 
is authenticated that a petition has been pfesented to me on these Various ^ have 
exaihlned, and fimh hitherto, foreign women weiwtmly albwedlo^ho inJdhe; ^ 
ships, and to reside tempoiwrily at Macao*; they have never yet been permitted to be 
brought up by others to Canton provincial <aty. 

« As to the various Foreip MerchaiytiS trying, aftm* awem^ing the dbore from their 
diips, it is incumbent on them to kee{i themselvi^ qhiet^ mid W^t in their Factories;, 
staying till their merchandise is disposed df, an^ ^ey haVe purchased and set in order 
new merchiindieb. ’ ’l'beii?4t is incnmbmit mi. diem tffimetlbtely to get into dheir diips, 
return to MatiOth and thence return’ to their country. ^Hitherto it has nm been per* 
mitted to sit in sedOn tdtairs^ Ihe fixed regidotions bui% 4httSi bow can ^ be allowed.) 
to dun with disputatious petitions. ' , 

** fiestde%'dto words contained in die pedtionsare very wild ond blloptous; but in 
consideration that they ore foreigi^t!)H|Uird that thmrhmguage and notions of justice are 
diihirent (fipm those of natives), 1 do not inflict severe chastjaement; since it is authenti¬ 
cated that they have also petitioned theOoverhew, the Poo’Yuen, and the Hoppo, they 
ought to wait ti|l they have feplted by,proclamation fm^theb commands to be obeyed. 

“ Dated Tapu Kwang^ ipth yei^,^^ ih. tth d. ’ (October 28d iSS®.)” 

Several days liaving now elapsed since the tlireat of the^ Viceroy to send an armed 
force into oar Factories was intirtlatqd tp u% and ^though the' Meri^ants have solemnly 
assured us that no such threat woujld ever be put into Uijcecutidn, yet no written docu¬ 
ment has been produced to satisfy oor ininds cm so hnportaht a subject we therefore de¬ 
termine to address tliefcdlowing^tter to the Viecksy; ' : 

, « TohisExcel^cy theVicerpy .^Capton. 

On the 20th of this month ill© Bong Merchants CaUie to us,in a body, and stated 
that they bad a message m delivcrfyom your Excetle^ whic^ they wfcre ordmpd to 
make known to US in the most fomal manner, rcfaestif^ that thp word© as tliey M from 
their mouths might in their-presence bf O^mUt^ to writ^; ffiis was donci and iliey 
have, in consequence, been placed upson opr rpeor^ We weiw smmk with, 4>e greatest 
surprise on dieir stating, thnt yoiir Excellejncy had oon^nanded th«ra to in^rni im, that 
in two or tltree days an armed military fpree would be sent into our Faclorks to seize 
the person of a British sul^t. We had fm' a long sucastsion Of years fldtsath^cd, that 

. 'V ,■■■ . .■ .. '7 i Fhfle 

—- , , - r. 'T' "‘ - 

* Then! n aconfnskm l« iiiw’wWtot}* ptdMAfiim Pte peofiit soplCVed H Ow 1^wiUi| ItvSB'S otM 

being but iU odiuauiced nith tb« alsiri fi fatigata. 
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while in ccmmettiiftl transttccsn^ our persons 

were securer hnw been fsonfirmed in this feeling by the condiibt pfaWfonner 

Viceroys, it hi only nidep^ etturenrei of perfect seoirity that tredb am poe^blybe 
catried PM j our lives and pesMont threftten^ in so fermal and sudden i' Ruumefi wlurt 
vemiuaed fijr us but htstsmcly endeavour (O'’ protect oursels^. Self preserviition''4S 
the first principle. The ietdii^'of disgust and alarm that this message of your Bxbelw 
lency has crea^ in Par fflid iP that of all the foreign community, can only be 
allayed by a strong assdraPeP frdra your Eiitcelleftcyf that the persons of all British sub^ 
jects in ou^ Factories are «ecare»iU^ these buildings iiuriokte from the intrusion of an 
annedforoe;' s ■ ' 

' “'Ckatow, ' '■ 

fS.dctober IdSO.;**’ Signed by the Fresidenl^ 


; . , Bated !^th, Octol^r 1B30. 

Tiris afiemoen die Senior Merdwnts waiUHl on the Presideiit, and delivered to hinv 
the followhig Edict from Urn Viceroy, at the same time renewing in the strongest terms, 
their assaranees, that n»< moleuation would Im ever offered tQ> any persons resident in 
our Factories. ' 

“ Reply'of Governor Le to Committee’s note of October 2Slh, dated 27(Ji, received 

evening of 28th, IflSlK 

“ Membw of the Ja^tary IKwd, Governor of Can^n,. 8tc., to the fipng Mer¬ 
chants. 

“ It is authendi^^",ibatj^e English nation’s Chfofj and'other% have pre¬ 

sented a statement, saying— [Here follows a copy oftbe'Pirahditire’S note of the 25th 
instant] , 

« This being ^uthpQtipate^ cpmipg before me Pivmnor, I have examined, and 
find that in conspguence of pa Indiaa , Foreign Jilferchant ip, a foreign Factoiy, beating 
to death a.Dutch captain, and it helag riglit according to law that the affair sliould 
revert to the local officers to examine it, report to their superiora, and manage,, the 
said Chief and others delayed tp deliver up the murderers. Further, there was an oppo¬ 
sition to regulations, in bringing up a foreign woman and giri to reside in the Canton 
Factories ' ' 

“ Tlie Chief and: others sent statements, with a coloured expJonation,, therefore I 
ordered the Honjf Merchants to command, solemnly, the said Chief and others to obey 
implicitly, and adhere to old r^ulations. That, they mret not intenticamily disobey 
and bring upon themselves the guUt of perverseness. 

** The language used about sending troops to drive out and expel,* was under an 

tpprdbenrion 

■ ■M, ‘ '.... ; ^ ' - r- ■ - ‘ ^ r - , 

• Fie Fingi jfee e/itiA, l^e Xlm ckiA U a wry huab pbnide, uied in the fimt document j it mesne, driving eettle 
out of a field, and pigi ont of a yard. The »e*t wtml uied In reference to the foreign woman was wi, to lend under 
ottitody of the poneo. 'theworduwdhUvw lijriw, wbfa% deDefoi g(^giAa n«pecUulnunseir.-> .. 
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#lt^rirod fteifra* ew«tuifliy'-i&-;M^mai!essMT 

(jitts. Thetefbrej irisftafed ottt cieariy the ultbat#*talpmt|^i!i^ i^ Uiki^vf 

tha^ which wdoW aroiiie’i&ld awakea them/ If iad^ tb«^ ihaiflipl^ b«i^ 

and reform (or idtertbeif^aondtiet)! Wli<it necessi^ thtl^ 

majesty of the militaryf^-^'’'"'■ ' ■ ’ ■:■■■.' ■ ;,■ 

« The Celestial Empire benevofontly Boorlshes, righteously resides 8^ 
magnifies a vast forbearance. Hovr is it possible, that for driblets of men in a p^y, 
petty, bak-barian * Fatftory, troops shotild be mOi^ed to exterminate! 11 the said 
Chief and others could not explain this Intentfoh fin "the Hong Mrirtfoant’s Iforieat), rimy 
stupidly listened to the teaching of traitorous persons, and fo^with presumed, in oppo- 
sHmn to inhibitimm, to order guns and arms to be brought up^ and’arrange rimm at the 
door of their Factory.' This isatill more wild and erroneobsj only try to think, if in¬ 
deed the said foreigners had among them an Illegality of a very important nature, I, the 
Governor, would instantly fly to report to the Emperor, and the Gotemihent ttoops 
■vrbuld gather together like clouds, exterminate them, and leave a jperfect vaciidm. How 
could their guns and arms they have brought presume to oppose such a force. 

*“ As to whai the statement sent says, that they have prepared ilto defend themselves, 
is also veiy foblish; again they say, that heretofore, for a long time, they have had 
confidence in the managemeni of business, fee, ' If for a long time they have had con¬ 
fidence^ then they ought not, in what has long been disallowed, to disobey and act irregu¬ 
larly. .... .. 

“ This year the said itarioti’s; foreigner, Wei Lift Luce Chay, arid others, were 
slupwrecked on the coast of Fokeiu, I reported to the Eraiferor concerning them, gave 
them food to eat, and delivered them over to the said Chief to ^lid them home. How 


can it be sup^sed that Foreign Merchants at Canton tranquilly trading, will not be 
protected- 

“ I, the Governor, in transacting public affairs bave never once failed to keep faith 
with the people. After this explicit order, it is necessary immediately, and hastily, take 
the guns and arms, and send them back to the foreign siliips. The woman and girl 
brought must be instant^ sent to Macao, then what is gone by may be passed over 
without a deep injury. •' , 

“ Do not uselessly be in doubt and fear, atiff imll go on with pride and fright, like a 
vicious horse; moreover, it is incumbent on you to lead and induce all riie foreigners 
hereafter, for ever to obey the laws and regulation.sj that hone may presume to disobey. 
If you remain still perversely obstinate and unwilling, assuredly a report will be pre¬ 
sented to the Emperor, and an order received to cut off the commerce. It will also be 
impossijble for me, the Governor, to stooj) to pi'Otect. Let thd said Chief be careful 
that Ite does not, by his individual mad opposition, involt*edl foreigners ; the crime 
will really have oiie to revert to. » . 

“ Uniting these things, I order the Hong, Merchants to enjoin immi^iately my 
orders on the said chief, to obey ahd hasten to tdto the guns and at the Company’s 

' '' ' ''Fa4h)ry, 


It by,the (1«) to ftse^theqjirit'iftWssSnttAosr 





back to 


trwjjlfig^ apd-il^ ino :^ns s4»pit%, listeji 4^ving report*,,,, ii!regol^?|^-e3tcb^ 
terror, ftnd fear,,wth^wiit«l opposi^ for so loiflg he tw5 

hereeft«^sl‘Mpent vltho^l«fifeot^*^^^^v^^^ These are ,tho orders.;, ,.,, . ;, : 

“ Taou Kwang, lOtb year, 9th m* llth d. ( 27 th October 1880.)** 




■ ' ' I- ’ i t ' ■ ” ‘ • ‘•'i •■' ' ■i'N' ^'■'^ ‘‘ ■ ' ■ ' , ' ' 

The following Addres)^ to the Vioeroy and^oppo having beep approved of by the 
Bpazd, will be forwarded to their respective addresses as soon as th^ are translated. 

" . “ To the Viceroy of Canton. 

“We have received from the Hong Merchants your Excellency’s letter on; the 
subject of foreign women coming to Canton, and on foreigners not being permitted to 
ride in sedan chairs. In regard to the former we are told, that jt is contrary to the 
laws of the Celestial Empire for foreigners to have their, wives residing with tliera. But 
the public records of foreigners at Canton show that their , wives did formerly reside with 
them: foe custom.has fallen into disuse for many years from foreignai'S not wishing to 
bring them to this city. In all civiliaed nations it is ordained foat men should live with 
their families, and it is invariably found, Uiat those who do are die most peaceable and 
least inclined to create disturbances. But if such be the law of the Celestial Empire, 
how comes it foat several foreign women did reside in Canton for many months last 
season when the ships were here: no prohibition then existed, or it would have been 
promulgated; the thing w;as. publicly known, no concealment was attempted, and no 
disturbance or confnsion to suppose foat such a foing could happen unknown 

to the. police, or to yo«,r Excellency, is wihatwenevei^ pan believe. Was the law then 
suspended (if such a^ law does exist) only to be now put in force to imtate and insult 
with more effect j for what can irritate more, or make nfofo more reckless of what acts 
they commit, than |o endeavour to tear from thetn, their wives and families. With 
respect to foreigners' not being alfownl to ride in sedan chairs in a provincial city, the 
law and custom are much at variance, for we ourselves have at different times for the 
last twenty years ridden in sedan chaii^when going to merchants’ houses, and our pre> 
decessors have done the same time iipp^iorial, even to the palace of the Viceroy. If 
a man be sick, and cannot walk, and yet be obliged to attend a merchant’s warehouse, 
how is he to get there If boats cannot be used, unless in a chair. Your Excellency 
cannot* surely mean that be is to be hoistei on a man’s shoulders, or cemveyed in a 
bpket such as pigs are carried in; we know'nothing else he could have recourfo to, and 
we know well what adi^urhance such a sight as this would cause, and we dread the 
consequences that’might ensue. - Yonr.E^xcellehcy is said to see into the heart of his 
Imperial Majesty, but we will not be persuaded that a prohibition so devoid of all com* 
passion or benevolence, so unworthy the character of a civilized nation, can emanate 
from so wise a Sovei'cign,, Aw we permitted, to come here to trade, to disi^rse our 
moneys end yet not be pet^itfod to shelter ourselves from the heat of the stih pr foe 
inclemency of die weafoer; as well might we be told that the laws of China in a pro* 
vincial city foibid us to wear a hat pr use an umbrella, let foreigners be treated, not 
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pftbibitmi^aml %wiU.4«l., ^ thiiig,tii?|i|,^JtKlf^rt,or>mi^^ 

, UBiBd as ^ mesfta tqioiult ^pd‘jAflfl?pe,., ■,.. . 1 '■ ,'' ['l -, ,■■ , /: ,*„' , 

We beg^fromof yp«r iJrrifating 

orders tiwy be cancelled wad pass intp difivion. 


' ; 

“ We have received from yoor !l^xcellericy an Edict erobfapipg severid topics, to 
which we now reply. In regard to the insulting and highly irritating proclamations 
pasted up against our Factory, walls, aa well os to the absurd prohibition now for the 
first time attempted to be enforced against foreigners riding in chairs, your Excellency 
remarks, ‘ How is it that the said Chief Baynes and pthers have only now found ont 
these insults, and have only npw discovered that the weather is hot, and their bodies 
wearied?’ We have to olwerve to your Excellehi^ that we ha’i^e long patiently borne 
many grievances and prohibitions imposed upon us by the local government, which we 
are satisfied never emanated from the heart of his Imperial Majesty. But forbearance 
is not appreciated, and has its limits. We hear a great deal in the Edicts of your 
Excellency and tlie other authorities of Canton, about the compassion, the tenderness 
and the benevolence shown to foreigners in this country; hut where is the foreigner who 
can say that these virtues so much vaunted by the local authorities in their public 
proclamations have ever been extended to him in Cmiton; they are found on a paper 
in official documents, but no where else. In regard to riding in chairs, we have our¬ 
selves ridden in chairs at Canton for the last twenty yea^^hfld our predecessors have 
done the same for time iramemoriol, even to the palace of the *^^ceroy. 

“ The sovereigns of England and China are on terms of amity, and consequently 
commerce takes place betwtbi the two kingdoms, a commerce equally advantageous to 
both, certainly not more so to England than to China. Are w® permitted then to 
come here to trade, to disperse our money, and not permitted to shelter ourselves from 
the heat of the sun, or the inclemencies of the weather in our necessary excursions from 
our Factories to the merchants’waridtouses ^;|i^ prohibition, imw for the first time 
attempted is ridiculous, and never will we b(^i% It to emanate from the Emperor of 
China, who, when these things are represented to him formally, as perhaps they may be, 
will not, we are confident, sanction unhecessaiy insults and prohibitions attempted to be 
imposed on foreigners by the local government, for no other purpose that we can per¬ 
ceive but to drive things to extremides. 

“ Your Excellency says, there mqsi:' be traitorous natives concerned with us who 
fan the flame; but we must tell your-Excellency we want not the aid of traitorous 
natives to make us know what is due to ourselves when attempted to be trampled 
upon. . 

“ Let foreigners be treated, not like dt^s, but human beings, and tiiey will be grateful, 
and no fear need be entertained of traitorous natives; but drive them to extremities by 
unnecessary insults, and absurd prohibitions, and they vtiU ,rebel. 

“ In regard to foreign women cUming to CanUm, the pi^toi^r(hi. .pf foreigners 

show, 
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to make a law^ subvei^ive. of this ia impossible, tnah with his fernii}!' ^ ihbitoihsposed 

to be peaceahfe thap others without these ties; aiid it is the custom tor oUr wires to 
remain at home and employ themselves with their children, and not to toake'diltu^ 
bances; But if such a law dras exist, fbrtnddmg foreign womMi to come to Canton, how' 
is it that last seastm, when toe ships wrero h^re, several foreign women resided in Canton; 
no notose itos,^ke||. of it, no concealment was attempted, it was publicly known. Are 
we to suppose that the police and authorities were ignorant of this feet? The thing is 
impomibie. Poes a few then exist which can be suspended or put in force as may suit 
the purposes of toe local government ? We know, and have seen enough to be con* 
vinced, that many things are done at Canton by the' local autliorities which, if known 
to his Imperial Migesty, would draw down his veUgeance upon them for risking toe 
harmony wfech at present subsists between tfro great kingdoms, by driving foreigners 
to extretmties.by oppression, when a contrary treatment would make them peaceable 
and contented/’ 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 
i > Paled 29 to October 18S0. 

To JHis Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

“ Wx have received a,jiettor from your Excellency, intended to convey the assurances 
ofour personal security' ;writoin our Factories, and that they shall be free from all intru¬ 
sions on the part of tlto; Government, we trust that your Excaellency’s future conduct 
will prove the sincerity of your assurances of protecdoii, and will prevent the necessity of 
resorting to measures to protect ourselves.” 


EXTRACT OmNA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated ifet November 1830. 

We have tliis day received the following Edict from the Viceroy in reply to our short 
address, recorded on the 29th. 

“ Le, Member of the Military Board, Governor of Canton, &c. to the ^ug Merchants. 

“ It is authenticated that the English Chid^ Baynes, and others-have presented a 
statement, saying,—-[Here follows a copy of the Note of October the 29to.] 

“ This coming before mb, the Governor, I decide according to it, that since the said 
Cliief and others have become penitont, and are awakened to solicit protection, I,; the 
Governor, assuredly will nttf ’adniCTie principle of moving the military to aurtoumd and 
expel them. 

“ According to toe contents of the petition, I write these circumstances, and forthwith 
order the Hong Merchants immediately to enjoin th»»e commands on the said Chief 

3 I 2 and 
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' ■' ; EXT&ACt';:CHI1U,,P0^ 

.•; ^ DaiMj^ lioytanber 18S0* ; - . 

We have this day received the fbHondu^ Edict from the Viceroy'; 

^^'Vroia Governor Le, brdertng four small giins to be seiH away from the Company’s 

Factory, dated November Ist, 1830. 

Xe, Member of tlie Military Board and governor of Canton and KwEngose, hereby 
issues an order to the Hong Merchants^ with whiph; they arc required to make them¬ 
selves fully ^sqneinted. 

“ It appeati that the English Foreign Merohamts had brought apd laid up guns in the 
Company’s foreign F^tory, Yesterday it was authendcajfd. that the Nan-Hae^Heen 
and the said Merchants reported that th,e said Foreigners, oq^4m Idth day of the present 
moon (October IlstVKmk two latge brass guns and muskets, and other military weapons, 
and removed them back to Whampoa. 

“ Bui on examinatfon it was, authenticated, on a former day, by the Report of the 
Military Station, they altogether brought up two large gups and four small brass 
guns. Now there have pnly been taken away two large guns; there are still four small 
brass guns, concerning which no report of their having been removed has yet been 
authenticated. These are military weapons, and without regard to whether they are 
great or small, they all Plight not ,U) be kept in actory. 

“ Since the said Chief himself says that in Government, it is i»- 

cuml)ent on him immediately to take the. four small brass guns, and transport them 
altogether back to Whampoa. 

*'■ Uniting these circumstance^ 1 forthwith issue this order. When tlie order reaches 
the said Merchants, let them immediately enjoin it on the said Chief aiid others, that in 
oixidience thereto they may quickly take die four small brass guns, and on the same day 
remove them back to Whampoa pn board, the foreign ships, and let them (tlie Merchants) 
again present a prepare^ report of the circumstance of removing them. It is not allowed 
to delay and gloss, over. Hasten 1 hasten !' these are the orders. 

“ Taou ICwang, lOtli year, ^1 moon, 16th day.” 

The guns alluded to in the foregoing edict were three small brass guns belon^ng to 
the cutter, and were retained in Canton, in owlet to be replaced on board her on her 
return tq, Macaa Feeling anxious, however, that there sliould be no apparent want of 
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jPc^be,r.S8tb, 1830; received 


** Chung, Hoppo, &e. to ^e Hong Merchants. 

** It is authenticated that the English Nation's Chief,. Baynes, and others, have pre« 
sented a statement, as follows:—[Here follows a copy;]} ? . ^ 

“ This coming before me, the Hoppo, 1 have examined, and find that the said Chiof 
and others before presented a petition, in reply to whinh 1 expliditiy commanded the 
Hong Merchant to order the said Chief and others to adhere impHcidy to the old regu¬ 
lations, tliat they' must dot intentionally oppose prohibitions. 

Now the said Chief and others have again sent in a whining, dunning, disputatious 
l epresehtatioh. Thecontents of the petition are not originally worth any further notice 
or persuasion, but indulgently considering that the'said Foreign Merchants have come 
10,000 miles to trade, and it involves their very means of existence, I would-exercise the 
liberality of our holy and vvise Dynasty, which is as expansive as Heaven itself and for 
the sake of the ibid Chief others stoop to point otU their stupidity. 

“In their petition tlil^aiiy that the insulting proclamation suspended against the 
Company's Hong, has 'betdi reluctandy borne with for many years by Foreign Mer¬ 
chants, &c. Know they not that the Celestial Empire benevolently cherishes and justly 
corrects. I was only’apprehensive that the said Barbarian Mmfliihfnts would throw 
themselves into the net of the law, and therefore previously prorhillgafod instructions, 
and stooped to show the way of preserving all entire. I by no njeans harboured the 
least intention of harsh treatment. . • 

“ Besides, the proclamation stuck im against die CompanyV Hong has been there 
annually for more tlian thirty years, fw did not commence to-day. As they say tlie 
language of the proclamation was radhi«%noraiBioas, why did not the former Barbarian 
Merchants early indulge their anger, and with hearts, dead to the subject, cease to come 
again to knock head at the service for an open market! Why did' they cross an im¬ 
mense ocean, ^through numerous dangers, and every year eome. It may be seen that the 
said nation's* native spirit depends solely on trade for the necebaries requisite to sup¬ 
port life. Woollais, camlets, clocks and watches are things which China dob not find 
necessary, but tea and silk are articles which the said nation cannot possibly do without, 
ft is by no means the case that the former Foreign Merchants forced themselves tb bear 
patiently, but the fact is, they clung to the means of getting a livelihood (or sopportihg 
existence). - ■ ' ■•'‘‘- '‘''■‘'•'■f' 


* Ndlbcpirit; usage or habit. 
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of Laws. 


V « Now the said Chief and otheJs disobey, and pflend against the wdejj^of Goyeirn- 

inent, and on eveiy subject croftkingly boast 

The Governor, and I, the Hoppo, have already met, and according to the fttcts 
reported for the hearing of the great Emperor, although he cherishes tender thoughts 
intensely, how can he extend indulgence to violators of the law? The state of things 
must provoke his holy anger to iniliot severe chastisement, and possibly* to interdict the 
commerce, not allowing it to tpme from the south. 

Although 1 wish to keep things endre^ 1 have no opportunity afforded to confer 
couipassionate kindness. This is caused by the said Chief and others themselves catting 
off the means of existence, and involring all the Fordgn (or Bartmrian) Merchants 
throughout the whole of their country.; The said Chief and others must, as is incumbent, 
over and over deeply meditate, and become aroused and awakened to repent of the past, 
and guard against the future. Do not scheme for seldsh convenience, and obstinately 
adhere to your former talk. Tbus, with quiet mind, keeping in your station, you may 
enjoy the favour of benevolent rule. Let the said Chief and others look up, and realize 
these thouglits. Uniting these things, an order is hereby issued to the Hong Merchants 
to act in obedience to the tenor of this, and to take the circumstances and principles con¬ 
tained in the above commands, and addressing themselves to the Chief, clearly and dis¬ 
tinctly proclaim them to him. It is absolutely necessary that backwards and forwards 
and round about the matter be explained, and be caused to report intensely ! Intensely! 
A special Edict. 

“ Taou Kwang, 10th year, 9th moon, 24th day (Nov. 9th, 1880).” 


EXTRACT CHINA SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 30th November 1830. 

The following document has this day come into our possession, and although the 
mode in which if was obtained renders it impossible to place implicit conhdence in its 
authenticity, still, as far as can be gathered from internal evidence, it leads us to believe 
it to be genuine. If so, it is a good specimen of tlie manner in which reports are made 
to the Imperial Court from distant provinces of the empite, and tends to show how 
plausible a statement may be drawn up on any subject, where all regard for truth is 
thrown side. 

“ Memorial from Iseang Keun, Governor, Foo Yuen and Hoppo to the Emperor, 
relative to Foreign AffSdre, written early in November 1830, and Copy received 
from a private band; the Copy receivedds not dated. 

“ King, the Iseang Keup, Commandant of Canton, Le, Governor of Canton and 
Kwongse provinces, Loo, Foo Yuen of Canton provinpe, and Chung, Hoppo of Cailton, 
kneel and report to bis M^esty for his information. 

“ On examination it appears, that all the Foreigners of various nations, who, crossing 
the sea, come to Canton to exchange goods, reside during the spring and summer of 
. , ever)' 


* One to ten thousand- 
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every year at Macao. For the autumn and winter the iraporfand^port goods being 
all at Canton* where the Hong Merchants exchange them, they then remove and reside 
at Canton, in the foreign Factories; foreign women brought with tliem were formerly 
permitted only to reside on board the foreign ships; in the 16th year of Keen Lung 
(a. ni 1751), they were first permitted to reside at Macao; but as yet no permission had 
been granted for them to be brought to Canton, In the 34th year of Keen Lung 
( a , o. 1769), Feishin, an Englishman, brought up a foreign woman to reside at Canton; 
the foreign woman was taken in custody back to Macao, and a strict prohibitory pro¬ 
clamation was issued. There are still records hereof that can be examined. 

” ‘After the 84th year of Keen Lung there have been reports of foreign women being 
clandestinely brought to Canton, or residing there in secret for .several days; but it has 
been without any person being aware thereof; and they have afterwards been taken 
back to Macao; when this has been the case tliere are no records that can be examined. 

“It appeals on inquiry, that in the spring of the present year, foreign women came 
to Canton and resided here secretly; but just when orders were being issued to the 
Hong Merchants to drive them away, they returned to Macao. Now the English 
Chief, Baynes, has again brought a foreign woman to Canton, to reside in the Com¬ 
pany’s Foreign Factory; and, moreover, the said Foreign Merchants, coming on 
shore from their ships, have entered their B'actories .sitting in sedan chairs. Your 
Minister Le, issued orders to the Hong Merchants immediately to drive out the foreign 
woman, and bid her return to Macao; and not hereafter to permit Foreign Merchants, 
when entering their Factories, to get into sedan chairs or sit in shoulder-carriages. It 
is authenticated that the said Chief and others immediately thereon, came to the four 
offices of us, your Ministers, and at each presented a petition, praying for foreign wo¬ 
men to reside in their Factories, and for permission to be granted to use sedan clmirs; 
the language of the petitioners was not clear and perspicuou.'^ and the phraseology was 
far from humble. We, your Ministers, have all, with strictness, rejected their peti¬ 
tions, and ordered them still to obey old regulations^ and not in the least oppose 
them- 

, “ The said Chief and others having heard it falsely reported without, that soldiers 
were to be appointed to surround and expel the Foreign Mercliant and foreign woman, 
became fearful and suspicious in their minds, and sent a general letter to all the ships 
anchored at Whampoa, ordering above,one hundred sailors, under cover of night, to 
take several gun-s, muskets, &c., conceal them in the iiokl of a small ves,se], and clan¬ 
destinely enter witli them into the Foreign Factories in Canton provincial city. The 
military stations immediately got information of it and reported; and we, your Minis¬ 
ters, instantly gave secret orders to the officcre of the military stations, on land and 
water, not to make the least noise or motion, but to keep watch witli increased vigi¬ 
lance, and ordered the Foo and Heen Magistrates, and the Wei-Yuen, all to appoint 
trusty attendants^ in difforent places, to examine carefully and suppress disturbance, and 
not permit native traitorous Chinese to hook on with, instigate, and befool foreigners 
ami create riot; that hereby the Merchants and populace might be prevented from 
becoming alarmed or suspicious. We at the same tinie ordered the Hong Merchants 
and Linguists to speak sternly to the said foreigners, demanding why they .secretly 
brought guns, &c. to their Factories; and what were their intentions ? It is authen¬ 
ticated 
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ticated that they debiared* that it was really because they had heard that soldiers should 
AllegeiT^reach ^ immediately appointed to take the foreign man and foreign woman, and drive them 

of Lawn. both out; that in the fear and excited feelings of the moment they took the muskets 

and guns which had been brought in their ships, for the defence of their persons, and 
brought them up during the night, and that they really did not know that guns were 
things which were not permitted to be brought up. On examination, we, your Minis¬ 
ters, find, that the said Foreigners, in coming up to Canton and going down to Macao, 
have hitherto been permitted to carry two or three muskets with them to protect them¬ 
selves against thieves; this is really not prohibited: but as to the guns on board the 
ships, for many years they have not been permitted to be brought to the Factories at 
Canton. We again strictly commanded the said foreigners speedily to take the guns 
and muskets and immediately carry them back to the ships, and to make the sailors 
return quickly to Whampoa. After the lapse (»f some days, tlic said foreigners took 
the muskets and carried them away, and the sailors scattered and relurnetl, but the 
guns still remain planted within the gate of the Foreign Factoiy; and the Hong Mer¬ 
chants were requested to solicit for them, that a sliort time might be granted before the 
foreign woman was again ordered to Macao. We, your Ministers, considering that 
the said foreigner, Baynes, in the first place secretly brought a foreign woman to reside 
in this Factory, and in the next place clandestinely transported guns and weapons 
from the ships to guard against being suri'oimded and expelled, both wbidi are acts ot 
presumption and r>pposition to old regulations, mad, rebellious and irregular acts; 
have now again ordered the foreign woman to be immediately and speedily tal^en in 
custody back to Macao, and the guns that are still retainctl to be all i;arried liack to 
the ships and kept there. If they really act in obedience to these orders, and do not 
oppose, we, your Ministers, will, looking up, take the tender intentions entertained 
l>y your sacred Majesty, and still permit them to continue trading as u.sual; but if they 
dan, to delay or oppose, we will then, according to your Majesty’s edict of last \ ear, 
drive them out and expel them with .severity, entirely stop their trade, and inllid a 
heavy punishment on them ; we decidedly will not presume to mak<' the least acccmi 
modatlon with them, thereby leading to tlie increase of the unruly disposition of the 
obstinate foreigners. 

“ We, your Ministers, consitler that, though this time the offences of the foreigners 
in opposing prohibitions have not brought us to the necessity of employing soldiers, yet 
the said foreigners original disposition has heretofore been unyielding and unfathom¬ 
able. If it be neces.sary to keep them in awe by a military.force, then it will be incum¬ 
bent on your Minister King to ajjpoint officers and soldiers of the Eight Banners (tliai 
is, Tartars), both on land and water, and unite them with the officers ami soliliers 
whom your Minister Le will appoint, that they may conjointly manage the business. 

“ Again, we, by expre.ss, present a prepared Memorial. Because tliis business has 
relation to foreigners, and involves tlie dignity of the empire, we daremot refrain from 
slating the facts. With reverence, we, in conjunction witli your Minister King, the 
Tot)-tung of the right wing, unitedly present this secret Memorial, begging your 
Majesty’s sacred glance at it. A respectful Memorial.’* 
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EltttAfcT dSlNA CdEpCftAtlbNi 
Date^ 8th December 1830. 


(A.> 

AHcged Breach 
of Laws. 


I'Etk Merchanis this day waited on Mr. Da^ds, bringing with them twoiEdicts^ one from 
the Viceroy, respecting the late Committee, and anotiier from the Kwangchow Foo, 
concerning the residence of kdies in Canton. Hie one from the Viceroy was # so 
insulting and improper a character that Mr. Davis declined receiving it on his Own 
authority, and tokl them they had better present it to the assembled Committee. 

The following is a translation of the Kwangchow Foo’s edict: 

** Fum Hoo, the Kwangchow Foo, dat^ Deceralier 4th, received the 9th 18.30. 

“ Hoo, the Kwangchow Foo, issues this to give oixiers concerning a certain affair. 

“ It appears that the foreigners have disobeyed prohibitions, and presumed to bring 
foreign women up to the provincial city. The Governor’s orders have been repeatedly 
received to drive them away. 

** It has been officially reported to Government that the foreign women brought by 
the English Chief Baynes, and the American Foreign Merchant Low, have been re¬ 
turned to Macao; but it is found that the English Foreign Merchant Hiornhill, and 
the Indian Foreign Merchant Whiteman, both brought foreign women and servant 
girls, and they are still residing in the Foreign Factories. As yet no official report of 
their return to Macao has been sent in. 

“ Why do the Hong Merchants suffer them to procrastinate ? It greatly indicates 
contemptuous trifling. 

“ Severe and intense orders have now been received from the Governor, urging the 
business, and it is decidedly impossible to suffer it longer for a moment. 

“ Beside issuing orders to the Nanhaeheen to act in obedience thereto, this order is 
issued to the Hong Merchants, requiring them as soon as they receive it to enjoin its 
contents authoritatively on the said Foreign Merchant Thordhill, requiring him thi.s 
very day to take the foreign women and servant girl, and send tliem in custody back to 
lyfacao. 

“ Let an official answer be returned for careful examination. If disobedience and 
delay be still persisted in, the Security Merchant, the Linguist and tlie Compradore 
shall all be brought up and involved in a manner not expedient tor them. Hasten > 
hasten ! These are the commands. 

“ Taoukwang, lOlh year, 10th moon, 20th day.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated llth December 1880. 

The Committee assembled to meet the Merchants. Previously to their arrival the 
President stated to the Committee tl»at they must in some degree feel prepared for 
renewed attempts at annoyance on the part of the Government, in consequence of the 
late changes, and that the surest and most prudent mode would be to meet them, with 
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j such a degree of temperate firmness at the very outset as would effectually dieck such 
Alleged Breadi ® dispwition, The Other membett of the Committee cordially Coincided in these sen- 
of Laws. tirnents. 

The younger Howqua and Mowqua having arrived, they delivered to the Committee 
the Viceroy’s Edict respecting the late President, which was forthwith sent to be 
translated. 

Mowqua then stated that they were directed by the Viceroy to communicate his 
commands,that the Committee should instantly order the ladies now resident in Canton 
to return to Macao. This was refused, and ^ey were told that by their own positive 
pledge and promise on the 29th of October, no further annoyance was to be given on 
the subject, and that the question was then set at rest 

'ITiey then endeavoured to urge the point, by representing the persecutions they 
would be subjected to in consequence. We informed them that we deeply regretted 
such should be the case; that could we in any mode help them we should be most wil¬ 
ling ; but that we could on no account recognize the principle that we were to be forced 
into compliance on that or any other point by an appeal U) our feelings. We told them 
that such a compliance could not fail to be highly injurious to both parties, for that if 
the local authorities once entertained the notion that we could be induced to swerve 
from our resolutions by the imprisonment and persecution of those with whom we have 
intercourse, it would inevitably be resorted to on all occasions. We should here re¬ 
mark, that the younger Kinqua, who is the Hong Merchant, has been for some days 
past in prison at the Nanhae’s jail. The cause assigned is that he secured a ship con¬ 
signed to Mr. Whiteman, but which has now left the port nearly three months. Mrs. 
Whiteman has been residing in Canton for the last fortnight, and this measure has 
been resorted to by the Government as the means of compelling her to return to 
Macao. The merchants then withdrew, and the Committee separated. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 12th December 1830. 

Th£ following is a translation of the Edict yesterday received from the Merchants. 

Document from the Hoppo Chung concerning Mr. Baynes, dated November 30, 
received December 11. 

“ Chung, by imperial appointment, Hoppo of Canton, &c. to the Hong Merchants, 

Howqua and others. 

1 iuvje; received from the Governor a communication, on opening which the fol¬ 
lowing appeared: 

“ Last year the English nation’s foreign ships delayed entering the port, in expecta¬ 
tion of obtaining an alteration of the old commercial regulations, and repeatedly 
sent in dunning' petitions. Although the Chief Plowden joined his name with the 

others, 
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others^ I, the Goveraor* on making a minute and careful inquiry.^ have heard tliat the 
business all arose from Baynes, Millett, &c. wildly putting ft>rth tlieir lordly views,and 
laying plans of perverse craftiness, so that the ships long remained anchored outside, 
much of the cargo became mouldy and rotten, and all the merchants were greatly 
injured. 

“ Thisj'ear Baynes falsely filled the office of Chief, and again presumed to oppose 
the prohibitions of the Celestial Empire, brought women and girls to the provincial city 
to dwell in the Company’s Factory; and at last, when his reasoning foiled and his heart 
iMscame frightened, he ordered the sailors in the ships to bring up during the night five 
brass guns, muskets, &c., and arranged them at the gate of the Foreign Factories for 
the purpose of defence. Such conduct as this was indeed the extreme of mad rebellion. 
It would have been right immediately to have infiicted extermination; but considering 
that this was the crime of one individual, Baynes, I could not bear to involve all the 
foreigners; therefore I, the Governor, stooped to exerclf^ clemency and Ibrgiveness, and 
not only forbore to inflict awful punishment, but also refrained from stopping the trade. 
I suppose tliis completeness of compassion for remote persons, is what all the Foreign 
Merchants of the said nation’s ships universally know, and have heard. 

“ But Baynes audaciously exhibited every sort of contemptuous behaviour; death 
is not sufficient to cover his.crime! 

“ I, the Governor, have already united with the Iseang Keun, the Ftjoyucn utid the 
Hoppo, in a memorial to the Emperor on the .subject. It is e.'iUmaied, that during llio 
first decade of the 11th moon (before the 21tl» December), the Imperial w'ill may be 
received. 

“ I have now received a document from his liotiqur the IIoppo, saying, that a permit 
is requested by the Englishmen Marjoribanks, Davis, Robinson, &c., to a)nie to the 
provincial city. 

“ I suppose they were chosen to be Chief, Second and Tliir<l, and iiavc come to 
change the Committee. Since the said Baynes goes out of the Chiefship, it Is a ([ues- 
tion whctliPi' or not he should be ordered back to bis own country. If hereafter we .slmll 
receive his Majesty’.s commands to tale Bayne.s and punish his crimes, it will then be 
right that he be delivered over to be punished. He must not clandestinely stad away, 
in the hasty hope of getting off as if nothing had occurred. 

“ Beside ordering the Hong Merchants, Howqua, fkc., in obedience hereto, to go 
immediately, and perspicuously enjoin the tenor of the above commands on the new 
Chief, and order him on the same day to write back perspicuously, how Baynes is taken 
cave of to be fortbeoming, no excuses or procrastination can be allowed, such conduct 
will involve him in heavy guilt. 

“ Moreover letters have been sent to the Poochingsze and Anchaszse, to unite and 
hasten to order the Kwangchowfoo to take under his direction the Nanhaeljccn, arul 
communicate orders to the Hong Merclmnls that they may, in obedience thereto, enjoin 
the commands of Government on the new Chief and others to write back, clearly stating 
in what place they have confined Baynes till the business be settled. 
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“ Furthennore, i{ is right to make this oomniuiiimioa to the Hoppo, that he may 

h examine the contents and act accordingly. 

^ “ On tin's coming before me, the Hoppo, I forthwith issue an order to the Hong 

Merchants. 

“ [Here he repeats the last claiuse of the GovernoPs document.] Tremble at this! 
A Special Edict! 

“ Taowkwang, 10th year, lOth moon, I6th day.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 14th December 1830. 

I'he following reply to the Governor’s Edict having been approved of by the Board, 
the Merchants wrill be requested to attend the Committee to-morrow morning to 
receive it. 

“ To His Excellency the Governor of Canton. 

“ We have received your Excellency’s Proclamation, bearing date the 10th year, 
10th moon, and 15lh day. 

“ We beg to acquaint you, that in compliance with instructions received from the 
authorities in England, to whom alone we look for all orders regulating our transactions 
in this country, we have undertaken the management of the affairs of the East-India 
(\)mpany in China. It will at all times be to us a source of satisfaction if the amicable 
relations between the British nation and China can be preserved uninterrupted. It is 
therefore with much regret we have received your Excellency’s Proclamation, asserting 
a riglit of interference with the servants of the Company in this country, which we beg 
firmly, but respectfully, to state we can never admit. In regard to the personal impu¬ 
tations directed against the late Chief of this Factory, we feel ourselves called upon 
altogether to disclaim them . It is stated, that the ships of the Company were by liim 
prevented entering the port, ‘ in expectation of obtaining an alteration of the old com¬ 
mercial regulations;’ but according to your Excellency’s admission, the condition of the 
Hong Merchants had at tliat period become ‘ sickened and debased,’ and foreign trade 
with China was in a state which imperiously called for amelioration; we are glad to 
lliink that that amelioration has in some measure been accomplished. 

“ Mr. Baynes did not, as your Excellency has been most improperly informed, 
* falsely fill the office of Chief;’ but on Mr. Plowden’s departure it became his duty 
to take upon himself that office, and to conduct, in concert wiili the other members of 
the Committee, the aflairs of the East-India Company. 

“ In regard to the subject next alluded to in the Proclamation, to which we now offer 
a reply, namely, the resort of the wives of British subjects to Canton, we cannot but 
believe that your Excellency has, from the expressions which you have applied to it, 
been much misinformed. The wives and families of foreigners have at , all times been 
admitted to reside at Macao, nor have the laws of China prohibited their doing 
so. By your Excellency’s predecessor an English lady was qrdiered to be brought to 

Canton, 
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Cftiitmi, who had uinfortanately been wnscked in an Engiish idiip opihe coast of Hainan, 
and was conv^ed here with other persons in a Chinese; trading veneh It has fre¬ 
quently occurred that English ships have been the means of saving the Jives of Chinese 
subjects, who have been found cast away on some of the numerous islands in the seas 
adjacent to this empire. The mind dwells with sincere pleasure on such reciprocal good 
offices, proofs alike of civilization and humanity. 

In this country, where the relations existing between husband and wife, and 
parent and child, are held in such high and deserved estimation, we cannot believe that 
it could ever be your Excellency's wish to deny to foreign residents in Canton the pos¬ 
session of these advantages, on which, according to the maxims venerated in China, the 
moral condition and happiness of mankind so much depends. Such we feel assured could 
never l)e the intention of the benevolent mind of bis Imperial Majesty, who so unre¬ 
mittingly inculcates the conjugal, parental, and filial duties on his own subjects. 

“ In reply to the statement that the late Chief of the Factory acted violently in 
ordering armed men to Canton, we have only to mention that this was done in conse¬ 
quence of a formal intimation, which was made by the Hong Merchants, that the Fac¬ 
tory was alM>ut to be attacked. Mr. Baynes being thus assured that the lives and pro¬ 
perty of British subjects were endangered, deemed himself called upon to protect 
them. 

“ We could have much wished that we were not under the necessity of olTering any 
further observations on the Proclamation, to which we now reply, as we are still inclined 
to believe that your EKcellency must be sufficiently conversant with the British charac¬ 
ter to be aM'are, that we are incapable of being at any time induced by threatening 
language to diverge from the straight forward line of public duty. While serving our 
employers to the best of our humble power, we are unacquaintetl with a feeling of per¬ 
sonal apprehension; we are insensible to such an influence; we dare not trust ourselves 
with quoting the expressions which have been applied to the late Chief of this Factory. 
We arc desirous to addreas your Excellency in the language of truth, but in deference 
to the eminent situation which you hold, we wish to do so with respect. We cannot 
consider as applicable to an Englisl, authority the terms which have been used j they 
could only have been suggested to your Excellency by the rai.siiiformation of others: 
they could not emanate from a mind such as we are given to understand your Excellency 
possesses, governed by enlarged views, and directed by the principles of justice. 

“ December 14tb, 1830.” 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 23d December 1830. 

We have this day received the following Edict from the Governor, in reply to our 
address dated the I4th instant. 

From Governor Le, dated December 23d, received on 24th, 1630. 

« Le, Cabinet Minister, member of tlie Military Board and Governor of the two 
Kwang provinces, hereby issues his commands to the Hong Merchants. 

“ It 
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- ** It is now Rotheptici^ed that tho English Chief; Maijoribanks, and others, have 

111 , presented an official docament. sayiiig-«»-{Here follows a copy of Uie Committee’s letter 

Ailejred Breach n , 

oJ I/8WS. 01 December 14tn.j 

** This coming before me; the Governor, 1 have examined and find that the mer¬ 
chant ships of England havecmne to Canton to trade, upwards of a hundred years, and 
for so long a period there has been mutual tranquilliiy; in every instance there has 
been obedience to the laws and regulations of the Celestial Empire, none has dared to 
make the least opposition; Even witli respect to the said nation’s ships bringing married 
or unmaitied women, they h*ve invariably sent them on shore at Macao, they have 
never broi:^ht 4bem up to Canton, city to dwell in the Foreign Factories. 

“ During the reign of Keen Lung, it happened by mistake tliat some were bmught 
to Canton, but they were all sent back in custody to Macao. There are repeated 
cases on record which afford evidence of this; but the late Chief Baynes, during the 
autumn of tlse present year, suddenly presumed to bring women with him to the 
Company’s Factory to reside. Afterwards Thornhill and Whiteman came forward, 
jind imitated the bad example, thereby violating the interdicts of Government. 

“ I, the Governor, repeatedly issued orders on the subject, charging them intensely 
that it could not be allowed; but I neither added the punishment which would have 
awed them, nor suddenly stopped your* trade, because sincerely I could not bear, on 
account of the irregular, wild conduct of the individual Baynes, to involve all the 
.ship.s; hence it was tliat I acted with so much liberal forbearance: I really desired, for 
the sake of the said country, to preserve her trade entire. I suppose that the said 
'Jliicf and others, since their arrival in Canton, have heard all the detail. 

“ Now that Boynes is gone, his offences may all be left to himself, originally they do 
not concern the present Chief and his colleagues; but you, the Committee, are 
persons sent by your own country to control the commercial affairs; you must, no 
doubt, be persons who clearly understand what is reasonable and just, and maturely 
acquainted with the regulations. It is your duty to lead all the Foreign Merchants, to 
keep every one of them in his proper place, and not transgress the usages. If any one 
brings women to Canton, it is incumbent on you to speak plainly the correct sentiment, 
to reprehend him, and order him to hasten and return them to Macao. Moreover, 
you .should previously caution all the people resident at Macao, and tell them that they 
are not allowed to bring their families to Canton. There you will go in the right way, 
which is incumbent on those who reside at Canton and have the general control. As to 
what is said ,in the Petition, that husband and wife should not be separated, this 
refers to ordinary case.s, when living at home. If they go abroad and become guests 
in a country, how can they be viewed according to the same rule? Besides, at 
Macao, tlu;y may be sent to reside j where is the necessity of overstepping the mark and 
going to Canton ? 

‘‘ Try to think, of all the various nations whose foreign merchants come to Canton, 
there are a great many who do not bring their wives and daughters. How do they 
.-.eparaie ? 

“ That a sudden and wilful violation of interdicts which liad been long obeyed was 
a wild, irregular act, 1 suppose the said Chief and his colleagues already know. 

‘;;_At 

* Here ami belo^v he <^uit8 speaking to the Mcrcluints, ami speaks directly to the Committee, 
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“ At this time it is «ipecially incumbent, strictly to order ^hornhitt to repent 
speedily and alter his behaviour, not persisting in his former stupidity. Thus the ^^"^reaclt 

strength of the said Chief will be competent to draw liim back for the tfane to come of Lmyg, 
from his past errors, and the aifair will ^ completed on bodt sides, 

** To aum up the whole, the said nation’s ships and merchants passing over such 
immense oceans, come only for commerce, how can they be willing to indulge the idea 
of creating disturbance ? 

** The Celestial Empire also decidedly will not treat harshly persons from remote 
parts. If, indeed, they implicitly adhere to old usages, and do not wilfully originate 
novel notions,* no doubt there will be mutual tranquillity. In order to effect this, 1 
do not fear the toil of reiterating admonitions and cautions ou tite said Chief and his 
colleagues. 

Uniting these things, this Order is fortliwith issued to the Hong Merchants, 
requiring them to enjoin its contents clearly and plainly on the said Marjoribanks and 
the others, that they may obey accordingly. Oppose not. Hasten! hasten ! 'Fhese 
.are the commands, 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 11th moon, 9th day.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 89 th December 1830. 

We have received from a private source, the following Copy of the Imperial reply to 
il)e Memorial in our Secret Consultations, under date 30th November. The evident 
intention of it is to leave discretionary power to the officers of tlie local government to 
act according to circumstances; 

“ Canton, December 29th, ISSO. 

“ Translation of a document received privately from tlie Couit of Peking. 

“ On the 14th of the 11th moon of the 10th year of the reign of Taoukwang 
(December 28tli, 1830), a fire despatch (an express) was received from the Military 
Board, containing a letter from the great officers of army movements; saying, that King, 
the Iseangkeun of Kwang Chow; the Cabinet Minister and Governor of Canton, Le; 
the Fooyuen Choo and the Hoppo Chung had memorialized; and on the 24th day 
of the 10th muon of the 10th year, the Supreme commands were respectfully received, 
stating; 

“ It is authenticated that King and others have reported that the English nation’s 
Chief, Baynes, had conveyed foreign women to the provincial city, to dwell in tlie 
Company’s foreign Factories; further, that the said Foreign Merchants had in goii^ 
on shore from their ships, sat in sedan chairs, and proceetled to their Factories, [&c. 
as before translated ; Emperor’s answer concerning guns, &c.] 

“ According to internal regulations, foreign women are not allowed to go to the 
provincial city to dwell, and Foreign Merchants are not allowed to ait in chairs, and 
enter their Factories. Theii* bringhtg musketry and cannon is only for defence 

against 

* The allusion is to a tree shooting forth new branches. 
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against pirates at sea.f it is ly “o peatis aJipw^ tp eonvey th|?i|)i clandestinely into the 

cily. ■. ^ ■ ‘. ■ .V. ' - ,r . 

« Now that'the said foreigners have,presume4 to ,,^dispb^y,pl^ regulations, King and 
the others must issue strict and explicit orders, |iii4 cause them to obey and keep the 
old regulations. Hereafter they must not ip foeJe^.^d«gree pppwe, nor wilfully offend 
against the prohibitions. Jf still, they dare to pe^tst ip^ppppsj^on, then forthwith adopt 
measures to expeji them, and exhibit primitive correction, there must hot be this least 
approximation oil giving in. It is necessary (for, the fopir persons named ^ye) to 
consult and manage safely. Whilst cherishing tenderp^ess towards outside foreigners, 
still there must be no loss of foe dignity of the aripngemants of the Celestial Empire. 
To do this will be good management. 

“ Take these commands and make them known tq l^ing, t.c and Cboo, that they may 
communicate foe commands to Chung (foe Hoppo) for ^is,information.' Expect this! 
In obedience to foe Imperial will, we (the great officers, &c.) send this letter," 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 4fo January 183L 

Wi have tiiis dpy received from a private source, foe following Copy of a Memorial 
to the Emperor, from the heads of foe local government, concerning the proceedings 
of the last few months; it evinces an equal disregard for truth, as most documents of a 
similar description. 

« Memorial to the Emperor from the Iseang Keun King, tlie Governor Le, the 
Jooyuen Cboo, and the Hoppo Chung, concerning foe supersession of the Select 
Committee, dated 1st January 1831. 

“ Your Ministers, King, Le, Choo and Chung, kneel and report. We before 
reported unitedly, that the English Chief Baynes had brought up a foreign woman to 
the provincial city to dwell in the Foreign Factory J font the said Foreign Merchants, 
on coming on shore from their ships, entered the Factories seated in sedan chairs, and 
that having erroneously listened to falsie statements, of soldiers being sent to surround 
and expel thern^ they became suspicioas and fearfuL and cland^inely brought guns and 
muskets from on board their ships to the Foreign Factories at the provincial city. On 
the I4th day of foe 11 th moon of foe present year {28th December last), we received a 
letter from the great ipinisters, who direct foe movements of the army, stating that the 
Imperial will had been respectfully received. [Hei^ follows foe clause of foe answer 
which contains foe Emperor’s will.] 

On examination, we find that after this former prepared memorial, foe said 
foreigner, Bayne% getting a little knpwledge of repentance and awe, on foe next day, 
took the great and small brass guns and sent fo^ severally back to foe various ships. 
The foreign woman also returned to Macao. These things, at foe several times of their 
occurrence, your minister Le, in conjunction with your ministers, King and Chung, re¬ 
ported on attached idips of paper (or by postscript) os is on record. 


« We 
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“ We, your Ministers, on examining very minutely, find that the foreigners of die —“ 

said nation are indeed all stupidly obstinate, but that the Chief, Baynes, is still more so, Alleged Breach 
perverse and obstinate to an extreme; and that in many cases it has been Baynes who has 
madly thrust forward his views and wishes. Other persons have been chosen in the said 
country to be Chief, second and third Supracargoes, and they having come to Canton to 
change places with (the former ones), Baynes has immediately been dismissed. 

“ We, your Ministers, have made inquiry as to the reason of this, and it is authenti¬ 
cated, that, in reply, the Hong Merchants state that they have heard, that liecaiise of 
Baynes having last year frequently presented petitions, madly hoping to change the old 
regulations of the trade, and having forcibly caused the various ships to delay entering 
the port, so that a large portion of the foreign goods were spoiled by mould and rust; 
the said country knew that it was Baynesand his colleagues who had involved themselves 
in this state of things, and therefore recalled him. 

We find on examination, that the foreigners are covetous of profit, and very crafty 
and artful. It is not Baynes alone who is thus; so that although Baynes is now dis¬ 
missed, it is difficult (or impossible) to ensure that in future those foreigners, who are put 
in his stead, will not again madly form crafty plans; we can only immediately tliereon 
examine and issue strict orders for them to understand, that ‘ hereafter it is absolutely 

* necessary that the English Chief, and all the foreigners of the various nations, pay im- 

* plicit obedience to the prohibitions of the Celestial Empire, and tranquilly continue the 
‘ ordinary course of trade.’ If any should presume again to oppose, it will be our duty, in 
obedience to your Majesty’s will, to form some plan for driving them out, and inflicting 
severe punishment and correction, without in the slightest degree approximating to, or 
making accommodation with them, in order thereby to make tlte dignity of the Empire 
revered, and to keep in awe the stupid obstinacy of the barbarians. 

“ It is consistent with right reason that we should unitedly report again by an added 
slip of paper (a postscript), begging a sacred glance at it. A respectful memorial,” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 13th January 1831. 

We have this day received the following document from the Merchants: 

“ Order from Governor Le, communicated by the Kwongchowfoo to the Hong 
Merchants, dated January 12th, received 13th 1831. 

“ IIoo, the Kwongchowfoo, to the Senior Hong Merchants, for their full informa¬ 
tion. A document has been received from the Treasurer, who received it from the 
Governor, who says, 

“ The Imperial commands have been respectfully received, saying, ‘ Former regula- 
‘ lions have disallowed foreign women residing at Canton; foreign (or barbarian) Mer- 
‘ chants, are not allowed to enter their Factories sitting in sedan chairs, and their bring- 
‘ ing muskets and cannon is only to defend themselves against pirates at sea; they must 
‘ not, on any account, clandestinely transport them to Canton. These foreigners having 
* presumed to oppose old regulations, you mast issue strict, severe and explicit orders 

3 L ‘ for 
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(^■) ‘ opposition or disoW'ence to prohibitions. If still they dare ta^rocrastinate and re- 

.AIlegetl Breach « immediately be expelJedi by force, and a mapifestation of chastisement 

^ ‘ exlijbited. Respect this.’. 

Having respectfully transcribed tlii^ it is hereby sent to the Treasurer, to pass it to 
the Kwongchowfoo, who must transmit U &r implicit obedience. Examine into it, and 
act accordingly. , 

“ I, the Kwongchowfoo, having received the above, have written to the Nanhneheen, 
commanding him to obey it, beside which I hereby issue an order to 'the Senior Mer¬ 
chants, that they may forthwith reverently ol;»y, and order with strictness^ severity and 
perspicuity, the said Chief and others, one . and all of them, to obey and keep the old 
regulations. They must notin the least oppose or violate the prohibitory orders of 
Government. The foreign women who have been, brought by T^i^nhili and White- 
man, and of whose return to Macao there is as,yet no authentic report, must be urged 
and commanded to be removed to Macao this very day, and a report of the sain,e pre¬ 
sented to Government. If they still dare to procrastinate and resist, assuredly liis Ma- 
je8ty’.s commands will be implicitly obeyed, and a rigorous infliction of expulsion and 
chastisement be manifested.. The said Hong Merchants also will- greatly offend, and 
find it inexpedient. Tremble at this!. Ileedfully attend to this. Oppose not. These 
are the commands. 

Taoukwang,. IPtbyear,. lUli month, 29th.day. (Januaiy I2th, 183b}‘ 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 

of Directors, dated 23d October I63<). 

Par. 9. We regret to state that an unfavourable and malignant temper has lately 
been displayed by the Chinese Government, in tlie publication of several insulting and 
opprobrious Edicts, promulgated with the evident intention of degrading the character 
of foreigners amongst the lower orders ofithe natives, and calculated in a high degree to 
aggravate the feelings of the former, and excite the disposition of the latter to offensive 
acts. Amongst these.Proclamations, several have appeared prohibiting tlie residence of 
European females in Canton, arid within the last two days a verbal me&sage was delivered 
to us by Howqua, attended by the wholfe body of Hong Merclmnts, stating most dis¬ 
tinctly {and as an intimation emanating directly fixim the Viceroy, which he desired 
might be immediate^ committed to writing), that unless a lady now residing in the 
Factories, removed in two . or, three days, a party of soldiers w^d be deputed by the 
Viceroy to seize her person. 

10. We coDsidel* it proper to state that the indignities which' the Chinese Govern¬ 
ment has lately attempted to heap upon foreigners, has been so keenly felt by the resi¬ 
dents in this city, that an address has been presented to us, signed by, we believe, almost 
every member of the British Commercial Community, requesting our oo-operation' and 
assistance in remonstrating against this shameful -line of proceeding oa tlie, part of the 
constituted authorities. 


11. The 
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11. The threat df seizure, levelled against a person resident in fhn precincts of our 

Factories, is so subversive of the security indispensable to the conduct of thetr^Cj that 
we feel any measure resembling concession on such a point, would be liigbly ityoripus t > 
the interests of the British nation, of which we are in this country the representatives; 
we therefore determined, with reference to the abstract (jttestlon of personal security, 
to resist this menace of violating the precincts Of our residence, hitherto held ^credi to 
the utmost extremity, and resolved to adopt the necessary precautions for repelling the 
attempt if made. ' , 

12. As regards the question of the residence of European females in Canton, nothing 
can Imj more unreasonable than the objections now urged against it by the Chinese 
Government. lu the past season, several ladies resided In the Factories without any 
attempt at molestation on the part of the Canton authorities, or even an observation 
being passed upon the subject. Mrs. Baynes, at whom the present insulting menace 
has been directed, accompanied her husband to Canton by the express invitation of 
Howqua, whose character is too cautious to commit himself inconsiderately. The prohi¬ 
bition therefore now issued against her residence in Canton, appeared to us as absurd, and 
inconsistent as the terms in which it was conveyed, and the threat which accompanied It 
are galling to the feelings of every Englishman. 

13. We would here bring under the consideration of your Honourable Court that 

the President of the Factory, in the discharge of his duty, must necessarily at times 
render himself extremely obnoxious to the Chinese Goveminent. We allude to tho-se 
occasions when cases involving life are under discussion with the Government; and wc 
would beg most respectfully to add, that the conscientious and prompt discharge of 
responsible duty, involving exposure to the odium of this Government, is scarcely com¬ 
patible with the feelings attendant upon sepai‘ation from a wife and family placed under 
no protection, and liable, in a desperate emergency, to the acts of a government which has 
shown itself capable of conduct of the most atrocious nature. The preceding remark.s 
may apply with equal propriety to every member of the Factory, who. might find 
himself in similar circumstances to (hose in which the President is now placed, and 
are not intended to refer to the solitary instance whioli has now been taken up by the 
Viceroy. ' 

14. But the threat held out by the Government on this (Kxiasion embraces in its 
bearings a much wider field than the solitary instance in which it has been exercised. Il 
has probably been induced by the sudden departure of two persons from Canton, Mr. 
Fearon, the Hanoverian Consul, and the Parsee Merchant Merwanjee, the master of 
the three Pursees concerned in the afl’ray which caused the death of Captain Mackenzie. 
Mr. Fearon is a resident in the Factory where the transaction look place, and is also 
connected in business with Merwanjee. Mr. Fearon’s name was introduced into u 
report of the transaction made by a low police officer to the superior Magistrates, we 
believe, at the instigation of Mr. Bovet, to screen himself from implication, altlmugh 
perfectly innocent of the smallest participation in the occurrence., Mr. Fearon was so 
far intimidated by the inquiries of the. Government into an affair, where his name had 
been reported as an accessary, w‘bo;e delinquency was suspicious, that he judged it 
prudent to quit Canton; and the Parsee Merchant Merwanjee, under the impression 
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that he might be held responsible by the Government for the acts of bis dependents) 
adopted the same course. ' • 

15. The Chinese authorities have doubtless been encouraged in their demands for the 
delivery of the three Parsees, by the two instances of successful intimidation above 
related; and were the slightest disposition of concession evinced by us at the present 
moment, it cannot be doubted that they would be emboldened to proceed to fresh acts 
of aggression, such astlie search of our Factories for the offenders, insulting menaces, 
or even the positive seizure of the person of some British subject. 

16. We therefore came to tlie determination, that firm and deliberate resistance to 
the line of conduct assumed by the Government afforded ihe only hope of avoiding a 
series of indignities and insult, as well as of establishing the security of person, so essential 
to the conduct of the trade. A guard of seamen was immediately ordered from the 
ships for the protection of the Factory, in case of any attack being attempted; and 
the Merchants were informed the same will not be withdrawn till the Government 
give ample assurance for the personal safety of every British subject resident in 
Canton. 

17. Wc are happy to be able to add to this despatch, the assurance that there appears 
no intention on the part of the Government, to disturb the commercial transactions of 
the season, which continue perfectly uninterrupted. The Hoppo has announced his 
intention of proceeding to Whampoa to-morrow for the purpose of measuring all the 
Honourable Company’s ships. It i.s further satisfactory to us to inform your Honour¬ 
able Cfourt thattJie lading of four ships is already far advanced, and that of three more 
has been commenced. 

18. We cannot here refrain from expressing our conviction, that the very serious 
discussion of the preceding season has had a sensible effect upon the conduct of the 
Chinese authorities, with reference to the employment of the means of coercion, to which 
they formerly resorted with such readiness. We allude to the suspension of trade. No 
hint has been made, in the demands urged by the Government for the delivery of the 
three Parsees concerned in the affray in which Captain Miickenzie lost his life, that 
this weapon of compulsion would be employed; we are happy also to perceive that the 
Governmentj though they have undoubtedly authorized the verbal communication of 
the insulting threat detailed in the ninth paragraph of this despatcli, has not dared to 
commit the same to writing in the form of a public document; we trust, therefore, 
that the prompt and decisive measures which we have considered it necessary to adopt 
on this occasion, while they serve to convince the Chinese that attempts at intimidation 
will never succeed in inducing us to swerve from our position, will at the same time con¬ 
vince them of the inutility of protracting the discussion of the homicide, when no point 
can be gained ; and we hope to communicate to your Honourable Court in our next 
despatch the amicable adjustment of the present subjects of difference. 
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EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court Allegif ^rearl. 

< of Directors, dated 15th November 18S0. of Ian s. 

Par. 5T. Ooe letter under date the 23d October, will have informed your ttonour- 
able Court of the cause and progress of oar discussions widi this Government, and our 
proceedings consequent thereupon up to that period. The Hong Merchants having 
informed us that the Viceroy was unwilling to give more than a verbal assurance to a 
verbal threat, we oddresed a letter to him, which will be found upon our Consultations 
under date the 25th October, stating the threat made use of, and the formal way in which 
it was conveyed, and requiring from him the strongest assurances that our Factories 
and our persons were secure. 

58. On the 28th, an answer recorded under that date, was brought to die President 
by the Merchants, who stated that it would be found conciliatory, and to contain the 
assurance we required of personal protection; they added the strongest assurances, on 
their part, that no armed force should ever enter the Factories, and that no molestation 
would he given to English ladies residing in Canton, qualifying this latter assurance, 
by saying, diat although edicts might from time to time he issued, which the forms of 
office rendered necessary, yet beyond that no molestation would be offered or notice 
taken; exemplifying, their meaning by an allusion to the edicts annually promulgated 
against the opium ships, which were never intended to be put into execution. On the 
following morning the letter having been translated, the Committee assembled to take 
it into consideration. The first question was, whether it contained to the full extent the 
assurance we had required; the wording of it certainly does not amount to this, and 
wc felt ourselves at liberty cither to receive it, and construe it to our purpose in our 
reply, or to reject it altogether. There could be no doubt it was intended as a peace¬ 
offering, and the assurances of the Hong Merchants, not only on the question of the 
inviolability of our Factories, hut as regarded the residence of English females in 
Canton, convinced us how great had been the impression created by the prompt and 
decisive measures we had adopted on the jiMifiable ground of self-defence. The slight 
allusion to the Parsee question sufficiently showed that that affair was at an end, and 
that our object to preserve the trade free fron) interruption had been obtained. The 
slightest concession on any of the points in dispute, would doubtless, judging from 
former experience, have been the sure means of involving us in long and harassing 
discussions, together with the other annoyances which have attended former cases of 
homicide in this country. After mature deliberation, and for the reasons detailed in 
our Consultations of the 29th October, to which we beg to refer, we determined to 
seize the advantages we had gained at the moment of concession, and put an end to 
these discussions. 

59. We therefore formally summoned the Merchants, and informed them that 
relying on the promises of the Viceroy, and the strong assurances they had given on all 
the points in dispute, we should answer the Viceroy’s letter with as little delay as 
possible, after which orders would be issued to remove the men and guns to 
Whampoa. 

60. A letter was drawn up to the Viceroy, recorded under dale the 29th, and on the 

3Ist 
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31st October the jjien and guns were embarked at the ,Company’s stairs opposite the 
AJIe^edBrcnch Eactory, without the slightest accident having occurred from the time cff their arrival to 
oT Law*. their return to Whampoa. 

61. On the 1st November was received the Viceroy’s feply, recorded under that 
date, in which lie says, * he assuredly will not admit the principle of moving the military 
to surround and to expeland thus terminated these discussions, which at the com*- 
meitcement ilireatened tobe of loi^ contkiuanc^. , • , , t 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMI'TTEE at Canton to the Court 

of Directors, dated 15th December IBSO. 

Par. 9. It is with some regret we acquaint your Honourable Court, that we have 
received a proclamation from the Governor and Hoppo, the language of which is most 
violent, as directed against Mr. Baynes and the Members of the late Committee. It 
claims also a right of iafteiference with the servants of the Company in- this country, 
which has in former years been attempted, and eifectually resisted. It wiU< become our 
duty to disclaim this right of interference, and to reply to it in a firm and decisive 
manner. We may here remark, that in our communications with this Government, it 
will ever be our study to avoid nil intemperate expressions. The language of indexible 
firmness and politeness may be united, and we shall always endeavour to assume the 
first, without allowing the second to sink into humility, 

10. An impression, arising out of the late changes, has probably been made on the 
mind of the Chinese public, that we might be disposed to concede privileges which had 
been gained; und as it must be well known to your Honourable Court that concessions 
in this country often lead to farther attempts at encroachments, we shall consider it 
necessary to make a stand upon the threshold. 

11. We consider the proclamation alluded to, and which is recorded on our Public 
Consultations forwarded by the present despatch, to be a trial on the part of die Canton 
Government Imw far we are disposed to yield to its dictation. 

12. We are further confirmed in our resolution to pursue the line of conduct above 
mentioned, by an intimation we have received privately from a native source, but which 
we have reason to believe to be authentic, that an Imperial Edict, in reply to the repre¬ 
sentations of the Canton Government on the subject of the proceedings in the past and 
present seasons, has been received w'ithin the last few days. Our informant states the 
purport of the Edict to be as follows: 

■** Tlie said Governor and others are ordered to arrange with fiberality, and manage 
kindly. Respect this.’* 

13. If this be authentic, it evinces a strong disposition in the Imperial Government to 
preserve amicable relations with foreigners. We are told that the rebellion, in Tartary, 
and the great anxiety for its suppression, has in some measure created this desire to 
maintain uninterrupted tranqttilHty in other parts of the,empire.. But at die same 
time, we cannot avoid remarking, that the, proceedings of loft year appear to have 
mode a considerable impressiont and it must be admitted, as repeatedly demonstrated 

in 
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itt the history of oar intercoarse with this country^ that a firm* opposition to the 
encroachments of the Government generally, produces, a favourable inclinatioa towards 
us, after the subjects in. dispute are terminated^ ‘ of Laws. 


EXTRACT LETTER from U»e SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 

of Directory dated Ist January 1831. 

Par. 9. One of the Hong Merchants has this morning acknowledged, with a request 
that his name should not be connected with the acknowledgment, that the Governor 
had stated that the residence of English ladies at Canton was a trifling matter, a very 
small business,” as he expressed himself. The remonstrances, therefore, which we have 
received from the Government upon this subject, have, as we hare always believed, 
originated in. the suggestions of die Hong Merchants, who have unhappily ever been 
jealous of the concession of any privileges which add to the respectability of foreign 
residents. They proceed upon the principle, that the greater the depressed state of 
foreigners, the less likely is their own responsibility to be involved. 

10. We feel desirous that the confidential communication from one of their own 
body should be made known to your Honourable Court, who will naturally be led to 
conclude, that much greater weight has been attached by die Canton Government to 
this question, than has been the case. 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 

of Directors, dated 11th February 1831. 

Far. 6. Since our arrival at Macao, we have, in the interchange of courtesies with 
the local Chinese authorities, received from them > expressions of their good-will and 
favourable dispositions, which have been evinced on a minor occasion by the removal 
of the restriction against Chinese being employed as chair-bearers by English residents, 
whidi bad become a source of much private inconvenience. 


EXTRACT LETTER from the COURT OF DIRECTORS to the Select Com¬ 
mittee at Canton, dated the 13th April 1831. 

Par. 27. Upon the first point, vtsa the resort to Canton of European females, we 
stated in our letter of April 1829, that “we could by no means sanction Ebch a step.” 
And we accordingly desire you will in future be governed by this decision, a departure 
from which led to the extreme measures of ordering up a party of seamen, and two 
carronades, for the purpose of being placed in the Factory, to repel any attempt which 
might be made by the native authorities to enforce the observance of their prohibitory 

Edict. 
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Edict. Such a course of proceeding might have produced a recurrence of the serious 
Alleged Breach difficulties and embarras.sments which had arisen in the preceding season; and that, 
of Laws. not for the purpose of maintaining any point essential to the preservation of the im- 
portatu public interests committed to their charge, but to relieve them from a tempo¬ 
rary domestic sacrifice, a sacrifice necessarily entailed upon the members of our Factory, 
in the discharge of the duties imposed upon them by the stations to which they are 
appointed. 
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(B.) 

Do&th oi' 
Mr. Mackeftw'c. 


PAPERS RELATING TB mE- mATH OF MR, MACKENZIE, 

AT CANTON. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 4th October 1830. 

The President this day arrived in Canton with hi.s family, having left Macao the day 
previous in H. C. Cutter. On landing, the following letter was delivered to him by 
Mr. Lindsay. As the three Parsees alluded to were confined in Mr. Lindsay’s rooms, 
the President gave immediate directions for their being sent to Whampoa; and they left 
Canton the same evening in the Astell’s boat, with an order to the commanding officer 
of tlie H. C. S. Abercrombie Robinson, to keep them in safe custody until further 
orders 

“ To Wm. Baynes, Esq., President, &c. Select Committee. 

“ Gentlemen: 

“ An affray of a very serious nature having occurred in which Captain Mackenzie, 
commander of the Dutch ship Vrow Helena, has lost his life, I consider it my duty to 
lay the circumstances of the case, as far as they have come to my knowledge, before you. 

“ A little before seven on the morning of the 1st October, Mr. Van Basel, acting 
Consul for the Netherlands, came to my house and requested me to accompany him to 
the house of Mr. Bovet, in which Captain Mackenzie was lying dangerously wounded, 
having l>een attacked the previous evening by a party of Parsees, servants of Merwan- 
jee Hormajee, who resides in the adjoining Factory. 

“ I fortWith accompanied him to Mr. Bovet’s, where we found Captain Mackenzie 
in a dreadful state, his head being so disfigured by the blows he had received, tliat 
scarcely a feature was perceptible. He was still living when 1 entered the room, but 
perfectly senseless, and he expired within a few minutes. 

“ The statement of Mr. Bovet and several other witnesses was, that the house had 
been attacked by a party of Parsees; and that on Captain Mackenzie’s going to the 
door he was knocked down and dragged along the Hong, the Parsees sUrikiing him 
severe blows with iron crowbars. 

“ Mr. Vaa Basel then addressed me in the following letter, requesting my assistance 
to apprehend the suspected parties, they being British subjects. 

“ (Translation.) 

To H. H. lindsay, Esq., Britisii Factory in China. 

Sir: 

In consequence of the ascasiination which was committed yesterday evening in our Hong 
by the domestics of Merwanjee, we request you to give us the assistance in your power to 

3 M endeavour 
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endeavour to apprehend the culprits, seeing that the Parsees ere under the protection and 

(H.) domination of the English Company. 

Death of .,, 

•Mr. Mackenzie. “ I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) “ M. J. Skmn Van Basel, 

“ Provisional Consul of H. M. the King of the Netherlands. 

“ Canton, Ist October 1830." 


“ Conceiving, from appearances, that a murder of a most atrocious nature had been 
committed, I felt no hesitation in giving all the aid in my power, and immediately went 
to Merwanjee’s Factory in company with Captain Daniell, the senior Commander in 
Canton, and several officers and seamen. 

“ Merwnnjee himself readily come forward and pointed out three of his servants im¬ 
plicated in the affray, at Uie same time stating the case very differently from what Mr. 
Bovet did; namely, that his servants were the party attacked, and merely acted in self- 
defence, Morwanjee willingly committed the three men into my custody, at the same 
time expressing the most anxious desire that the affair should be diorougbly examined 
into by any British authority. I accordingly took the three men and placed them in 
conlineraent at my own house. 

“ During the course of the day an inquest was held at the Dutch Factory, which in¬ 
cluding adjournments, sat till five ». m. on the following day, when they came to a deci¬ 
sion ; and shortly after I received the following letter from Mr. Van Basel, enclosing the 
verdict of the jury. 

“ To H. H. Lindsay, Esq. &c. &c. 


“ Sir: 

“ The jury assembled to investigate the causes which led to the deatli of Captain F. Mac¬ 
kenzie, of the Netherlands ship Vrow Helena, having returned their verdict, I have the 
honour to enclose an attested copy of the same, in order that as the Representative of the 
British Factory in Canton, you may take such measures as you may consider the occasion to 
demand. 

“ The minutes of evidence arc in course of being copied, and shali be ftmiished you 
when completed. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ M. J. Senn Van Basel, 

“ Hie Provisional Acting Netherlands Consul in China. 

« Canton, 2d October 1830." 


“ (Copy.) 

‘‘ We, the undersigned, a Jury of Inquest summoned by M. J. Senn Van Basel, Esq. 
Provisional Netherlands Consul in China, for the purpose of inquirmg into the'Cause! which 
led to the death of the late Captain Mackenzie, of the Nctherland ship Vrow Helena, having 
met on the let day of October, and continued by adjournment to this day, after having ex¬ 
amined the body, and heard a)l theeyid(fpceadduKsed, are tffopinion, ‘That the death of 
‘ Captain F. Mackenzie was caused by blows inflicted upon him by three, Parsees, named 
‘ Npwjrojee, Framjep aad. (fcrvants of Merwiqyae aiffly which 

‘ took place in the Dutch Hong on the 30th ultimo.' 

“ Given 
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“ Given under oar hands at Canton, this 2d day of October, in the year of our Lord 18:i0. - 

* (B.) 

(Signed) « John Macvicah, Foreman. “ Thomas Fox. Death o» 

Samuel Kcssell, Lant. Dent. Mr. Mackenaic. 

Eugenio de Otadin. G. FAnKYNs. 

Charles N. Talbot. K Ammioon, jun, 

T. H. Ghaham, .1. U. Latimer. 

William Pigott. William T. Spawforth. 

“ (For a true Copy;) 

“ The Principal Acting Netherlands Consul, 

(Signed) “ M. .1, Senn Van Basei,.” 

‘‘ (Conceiving that the terms of the verdict, which states that the death of Capuiin 
Mackenzie was caused by blows inflicted upon him * in an affray,' entirely to exculpate 
the raep accused from any act of wilful premeditation, and all the information 1 had col¬ 
lected oii the subject tending to satisfy me that they were not the originators of tin; 
affray, I did not conceive it necessary to deUiin them any longer in custody; I therc- 
ibre sent for Merwanjee, and having obtained from him a written promise, sign<‘d by 
himself and Framjee Pestonjee, one of the most respectable Parsec Merchants in Canton, 
that the three men should be produced before the Select Committee on your arrival at 
C'anton, I liberated the men from their coiifmenient. 

“ On the morning of the ith of October the Merchants called on me, and Ilovvijua 
delivered to me two chops, one from the \'icc‘roy, and the other from the Nam hoy, re¬ 
lative to this affair. The purport of these cdict.s wa.s to direct the men who committed 
the deetl to he kept in strict confinement, and await the Viceroy’s decision. Thinking 
it probable, from this interference on ilie part of the Chinese (Tovernment, that they 
might endeavour to assume a right to take cognizance of the case, I consitler it the best 
plan that the three men should again be taken into custody, and there remain until your 
arrival. 

I therefore sent to Merwanjee, and he instantly brought tiie three men witli him, 
whom I placed in confinement, as before, in my hoitse. 

“ I then, at the request of Howqua, c'lnlained, to the best of my knowledge, the 
circumstances which led to tlie affray, which he took down in writing, and told me lu' 
should directly send it to the Viceroy. The following is the sub.srance of the informa¬ 
tion I gave: 

The following is the substance of a Chop sent in by the Merchants, October 4tli, 

1830; 

“ Mr. Bovet ordered a private lock to be put on the back door of the Dutch I long, 
whicli is a public door for all inniales of llio said Hong. Merwanjee, wishing to go out. 
asked for the key, which was refused. Merwanjee sent a second time a European clerk, 
and was again reftised. He then ordered three of bis servants to break the lock. Mr. 

Bovet then came with a swprd, and attacked them, The Paisees took tlie sword out of 
his hand. Mr. Bovet ran away, crying out for help. Captain Mackenzie, hearing the 
noise, came out to assist, and struck one of the Parsces with his umbrella. Tlie Parsecs 
then struck him on the head with wooden clubs, or sticks. At 7 a. m. next morning lu' 
died of the wounds received. The three men are in confinement at the British Faciow. 
waiting the arrival of the Chief, who will, on his arrival, direct the case to be clearly i " 
tigated. 
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“ The Factory having this morning arrived in Canton, I udte the earliest oppor¬ 
tunity of laying these circumstances before ypurj^oard. The facl^ as stated by me to 
the Merchants, contain an outline of the case, wbidh will be more clearly explained to 
you when you are in possession of the evidence taken at the inqnestj I must however 
remark, that Mr. Bovet*s previous behaviour bad been such, on varipos o^asions, as to 
make it die subject of general conversation; and only a few days previous to this fatal 
event, a remonstrance was, to my knowledge, made to the Hong Merchants, stating 
that, unless some means were adopted to prevent his violent and unreasonable conduct, • 
apprehensions were entertained that it must eventually lead to some serious aifray. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

” Canton, (Signed) ** H. H Lindsay.” 

4th October, 1880.” 


“ To the Commanding OflScer of the H. C. ship Abercrombie Robinson. 

“ Sir: 

“ The bearer of this letter will deliver into your charge three Parsees, whom 1 
hereby direct you to keep in safe custody until further orders. 

“ I do not wish that any unnecessary severity should be exercised in confining these 
men beyond what may be required to prevent their escape, against which every precau¬ 
tion must be taken. 

1 remain, &c. 

“ Canton, (Signed) ** Wm. Baynes,” 

“ 4th October 1830.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

5th October 1830. 

The following Letter, enclosing the depositions taken in consequence of the death 
of Captain Mackenzie, was received from Mr. Senn Van Basel, the provincial acting 
Netherlands Consul. 

(Translation.) 

“ To William Baynes, Esq, Chief for all British Affiurs in China, 

“ Sir: 

We have the honour to remit to you an attested Copy of all the depositions made 
during the investlgatbn on the death of Captain Mackenzie, and upon which the jury 
gave their verdict, which we had the honour to send to Mr. Lindsay on the 3d instant 
during your absence. 

We take this opportunity to tender our thanks for the assistance we have received 
from Mr. Lindsay whilst acting on your behalf, and for his olFer to give us every 
assistance in his power during the investigation of this unfortunate affkiri 

“ We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ M. J. Sbnn Van Basel, 

“ Prov. Netherlands Consul in Chino.” 

The 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OE COMMONS. 151 


Tjie lbllowing Documents were received from tlie Merchants. 

The Merchants, concerning Captain Mackenirie^ ‘ 

“ A respectful communication concerning the Dutch Captain Ma-kun-^jbe (Mac¬ 
kenzie) having been wounded to death. We have at present received an order from the 
Viceroy, commanding us to examine and report, and also to communicate tlie order to 
you, gentlemen. Accordingly we now take a copy of the Governor's order, and send 
it tp you, hoping that you will examine and act in accordance with it. This is the 
burden we impose on you. We specially make this communication, and with compli¬ 
ments subscribe ourselves. 

(Signed) “ Howqua. 

“ To Messrs. Bayn^, &c. “ MowgUA. 

8 m. 17 d.” (12 Names.) 
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From Governor Le, respecting the death of Captain Mackenzie, 

dated 2d October. 

“ Le, Member of the Military Board, Governor, &c. to the Hong Merchants, 
for their full information: 

“ On the 16th day of the 8th moon of Taou Kwang, Wan-che hwang, the Foo- 
tseang of Kwang Chow-hie, reported that Fan-ting-yew, the Tseintsung, at the Se- 
kwan guard house belonging to the Left Battalion, had officially stated to him that 
Hwang-teen-gan, a street soldier, had informed him that on the 15th of the present 
month, at the Dutch Foreign Factory, No. 4, a Dutch Captain Ma-keen-che (Ma- 
kenzie) had an altercation and angry quarrel with the Parsee Supracargoes Feilim 
(Fearon), Malowmangee (Merwonjee), and others. Feilun and the others headed* 
some foreigners with sharp weapons, with which they stabbed and wounded Mackenzie’s 
head and body, which caused his death. The Supracargoes of the several nations im¬ 
mediately secured the murderers. It is now intended to send them back to their own 
country, to be tried, &c. 

“ Thus the affair was stated to the Tsein-tsung, who slated it to me, who hold the 
mean office of Foo-tseang, and 1 write the fads, and lay the affair before your Ex¬ 
cellency. 

“ Thus the affair came before me, the Governor, and on examination, I find that 
foreigners in China causing the death of foreigners, have for a long time past always 
been reported by the Hong Merchants to tlic Heen Magistrate, that he might examine 
the body, and report to all his superiors, that they might manage according to the 
facts. 

“ Now in the (breigner Mackenzie’s case, how the bloody quarrel originated, how 
he was wounded, and his death caused, has not been reported by the said Hong Mer¬ 
chants. An order is hereby issued to them, requiring tliem immediately to examine 
distinctly into the origin of the quarrel, why the Dutch Captain, Mackenzie had an 
altercation and angry quarrel with the Parsee Supracargoes Feilun, Malowmangee and 

otherf, 


• Or led forth. 
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Mr. Mati'enssie. 
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odiers, so that they wounded wid caused his deadi;. also wj^al; the nwne and siirnanie of 
the murderer* is, and send back a true repc^, that havjittg proof, the affair may bt.^ 
managed. 

“ Moreover, as to the murderer in custody, direct the said nation’s Chief to keep 
him under a .severe and strict guard, and wait for our management of the affair. 
Oppose not. These are the orders. 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 8th month, 16lh day.” 


We deem it an act of justice to state, that the criminal charge preferred against 
Mr. Fearon, who is represented in the foregoing report to have headed the assailants in 
the late disastrous affray, is totally groundless. The testimony of every witness CKamined 
lit the Netherlands Consulate acquits Mr. Fearon of all participation in the quarrel; 
and subsequent inquiry leatls us to believe that the Chinese soldier who sent in to his 
superiors the first official narrative, received his information from Mr. Dovet, 


“ Pwan, the Nunhae Magistrate, concerning Mackenzie's death, dated Octolicr 4tli; 

received 5tli, 1830. 

“ Pwan, Nanliae Heen, &c. hereby issues orders to the Hong Merchants, for theii' 
hill information. It appears on record tl>at at the Dutch Foreign Factory, a Dutch 
Captain, Mackenzie, had an altercation and angry quorrel with the Parsee Supra- 
(.nrgoes i'Vifew and Mahmmmhe. Feilun and the other ledf forth foreigners, bearing 
.'iliarp weapons, with which they stubbed and woimded Mackenzie’s head, and caused 
'lis death. 

“ Yesterday!: was received a notification from the Governor, saying, that in cases of 
foreigners causing the death of foreigners, the practice for a long time has been, that 
the Ilotig Merchants sliould report to the Heen that he might examine the body, and 
report to all his superiors, that they might manage according to the facts; but on the 
present occasion the Hong Merchants have not reported how the bloody quarrel arose, 
in which the foreigner Mackenzie was wounded and killed. Let the Heen immediately 
command (the Merchants) to examine clearly into the subject, and make a general 
report. At the same time, let the Heen examine the boily of the foreigner, delineate on 
paper the situation of his wounds, and report to all the superior officers, that they may 
examine into the facts. 

*• At that time 1 issued orders^to the said Merchants to obey accordingly, but from 
that lime to this tliey have not yet presented a petition requesting an examination of 
the body, which very much indicates a trifling with the subject. 

“ On examination it appears tliat foreigners, when in this country they commit 
crimes, it is right that they should implicitly obey the orders of the Government of the 

Celestial 


* Or munieri'rs. 

t I'tiiii phrase denotes in the original, acting as a leader or cotnmander to a party. 
1 Or, the other day. 
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Celestial Eni|H]:e» auk# twait for examination am# manegem^nt}^ How can they bo 
allowed to indulge Obstinate opposition, 

« On search being made, it is found tliat in the 45lh year of Keen Lung {a.d. 1780), Mr. Mackeiuio. 
there was one Lew.she, a French foreign sailor, who being drunk, and having (jtfBJ:*relled 
with his companion Jheala, took a knife and killed Akeola. He fled, and bid himself, 
but was taken. In that case the report was made by the Hong Merchants to the Hecn 
to examine the body, interrogate tlie witnesses, and report to his superiors, for their 
management. 

“ Searching further back, there have been several cases in which foreigners have 
killed foreigners, and heretofore they have all been managed thus. In this case the 
aflair is the same in law, and doubtless should be managed in the same manner. 

“ I now write the above circumstances, and send a copy of the Edict to the said 
Hong Merchants for their obedience, that tliey immediately make themselves clearly 
acquainted with the recorded cases, and make an accurate inquiry into the causes how 
the bloody quarrel arose, in which he was wounded and killed; also where the corpse 
now is; whether it Ikj interred or not? What tlie name and .surname of the murderous 
foreigner* is ? Wiiether or not he has been taken ? Let an immediate and true answer 
be sent to these questions, that I, the Keen Magistrate, may, having proof, examine 
the body, interrogate the parties, and report to superior officers. Oppose not. A 
special Edict, 

“ Appended is a report made to the Emperor in the cafse of Lew-she killing Almk. 

“ Taou Kwang, 10th year, 8lh month, 18th day. (Oct. 4tlj, 1830.)” 


Mackenzie’s Case. 

“ A report made by Keolepo, the then Governor of Canton, to His Imperial Majesty 
Kern Lung, in 45th year, being a.o. 1780>1, 12th moon, 24th day. 

“ Keolepa, Member of the Military Board,. Governor of Canton, &c. issues tliis 
document to inform the Honourable Nooyuen, the Tetuh, and the Hoppo, concerning 
certain aflairs. 

“ On Uie 34th day of the 12th month of the 45th year of Keen Lung, J united with* 
tlie Honourable the Fooyuen Le, in presenting a respectful memorial to His Majesty 
(of which the ibllowiiig is a copy). 

“ A memorial for the purpose of giving, or causing to be heard (by the Emperor) a 
cm'tain business. 

« We humbly consider that Canton is the general resort of foreign ships, which have 
heretofore all remained at Whampoa, being there anchored. 

« A French foreigner, Lewshe, and a Portuguese foreigner, Akeala, acting as sailors on 
board of a Hungmanf ship, came to Canton. On the 11th day of the 10th moon of the 

45th 


* Or foreigners. 

t Hutigmaii, “red bristled," wiis formerly an appellation of the Dutdi; latterly it lius been distinctive ol the 
English. 



CIIISA PAl'£Jl!t. 


(»•) 

o«tth 

Mr. M^ckemtie. 


, year of 

guese «ujM-ac«ig4 Meianta, to (Donwqwnoe of Melanta having 

gone to Macao, one Pingtoo, a PortU|g^eM Wro sopracargo^ dqt^eii thm for tha {time 
'l^g in the Hong..' ';.Ti^. night. ,hqth of.Uten&'t^iit W?^ .«aa^^*ilii^N^''^«- '|klM^a 'laid 'to 
Lewshe, that Tvhen he went to buy thinga^in the 8hpt>s 'he n*aa in.^ b^t of stealing, and 
ridiculed his worthlessness, Lewshe also ..reproadted the^other till 

at last diey' eahsh’idlsil^ Itri^, and Aka^^tdok ont a * kntre he cai^lm al^M ^him, and 
scored Lewshe a wound on his rl^t jair. Les^he' tiihied itotind imd Wishei) to run, when 
beiurther received two slashing wounds on his left side behind., Lewshe's passion being 
eadted, he drew his knife to d^end .hiuMelf, and. gave two slashing wounds, to Akeala on 
his right side, front which he immediately fell and.eapired. 

<< The Hong Merchants reported the oceurrenee to the Nanhae Magistrate, who 
examined clearly the wounds on the dead body, fp^ .ordered the Fieoch Chief to deliver up 
Lewshe to be interrogated. In his evidence he acknowledged, without denial the preceding 
circumstances, and Lewshe was sentenced to be strangled.. This being refmrted to the 
higher authorities, we again examined and found that in the"2Sth year of Keen Lung, a 
Dutch sailor, Weilim PeiStsc, 'being in China, with a knife slaved'to'death Keet che .Na, a 
foreigner, Le, a former Governor, in accordance with foreign laws, forthwith put him to 
death on board the ship where he committed the offence, and so concluded the affair, as 
is on record. 

“ On the present occasion, the French sailor, Lewshe, caused the death of the Portuguese 
foreigner Akeala. The circumstances and the. crimes were the same, and it is therefore 
right to act in imitation of the precedent. We, therefore, on the 19t]i day of the 11th 
moon, deputed the Footseung ^ the Middle Battalioi^ Tung-gau, and the Tsantseang 
Metoze jin, together with the teen pei, the Che^foo of Kwang Chow, and Seu-yu-fan, 
the Nan-liae-Ileen, to summon altogether the respective foreigners (or heads of companies), 
to take foe murderous foreigner, Lewshe, to foe iVoot of tim Efung Hong, the place where 
be had committed foe offence, and in foe sight,of all equally, according to taw, using a cord, 
squeeze him to death, in order to illustrate foe laws of the nation. 

The acting Judge, Chinshing-tooo, prepared in order foe confessions, and reported them 
to us. Besides informing the Supreme Board of these confessions, we now unite the circum* 
stances and reasons of our proceedings, and report them to foe throne, prostrate, begging 
that the Emperor over ail will, with his intuitive wisdom, direct the Board to examine and 
conform and concede, that it may be done. Reverently reported, Ac. 

“ Noy on the Slst of the Sd moon of foe 46fo year of' Keen Lui^, being on foe road at 
Yoechow, foe Vermilion reply has been received, sayii^, . 

“ * Let foe appro{wiate Board know it. Respect this,'.*' 


“ UniUng these circumstances, we forthwith by letter inform the appropriate Sze, 
that he may meet with the Pooching Sze, and transmit the order to be reverently obeyed, 
examined, and acted on without opposidon. 

** One letter to be sent to the Nooyuen, another to the Tetub, and a third to tihe 
Hoppo, who are all styled Honourable; 

“ Keen Lung, 22d day, Sd moon> 46ih year.” 



SKLHCTe«J'1ttMl«EB/6iBS«K,'fl0DSiE:».TO 4ss 

Hoo, the Pwenyu Magistrate# comieiltltig Captahi 7 Mac^«ii|!i^e‘^,;<|p^) 4 ‘Oct^ ; 

“ receieeti^O^ber 6thJ830. ' \ 

Ubo# ^rhe’Pwaiiyu Heen, isscfes this ft>r«the purpose of tfansferring of 

a superior, that obedience may be paid thereto. . . t ■ 

,; ^On’'the;illSth'day,bf the 8th .JllWi 

tile Fqoyuen a document, amiopeQ,l4g lt^wiipd Uj^,ibll^^^ , ,,„ . ..I . 

- " the 16th 'day bf the Stli'ttidbn b^^the tOth yeai* <^P faoukwthg. ' Waftchi'hWah, the 

Hhow-rod'-tseang of K#a«g-<dio^*cfiSn|;, ■'that? Fah^th»g-ye^, the Tsebni-tsuag at 
the Se*ioran gut^rdhouse,''^helodi^ng'Batiiltoii, had reported to him that 
Kwang-teeh'gan, a street Soldier, .Had infwrmeci him, that oh the 15th of the presetit 
month, at the l^tch Fdrdga Factory. No. 4, a l)utch Captain, Me-heen-rche (l^acJ^i^aie), 
had an altercation and angry quarrel with the i^arsce Sopracargoes FyUain, Malpjirmangee, 
and others. Feitum and. the <^bara hf^t^*.some foreigners with sharp weapons,, with 
which tijey Blabbed an<l<wottqd«d Mackenaie’s head and body,,^hich caused.Iw».death. 
The Siipracargoes of the several nations iiumediately secutw.Um.nmrdereraf! It is now 
intended to send tliem b.ach to their own country to bo tried, &fi. 

“ Thtls the affair came before me, the Fooyuen, and accordingly. I, besides passing it to 
the dawchaze, that he nilght .transfer njy orders, and enjoin obedience thereto, unite the 
above circumstances, and send this prepared document to the Hcen magistrate, that he 
may forthwith, in obedience hereto, nfake haste, and in company with the Nan hae Hccn, 
take tile Linguist and the bBicial Examiner of dead .bodiesj belonging to tlie Criminal 
Office, .and go and take Mackenzie’s body, and immediately examine it, delineate on puper 
Uie situation of bis wounds, and report to all the'SUperlor officers. Af ’tlic same time, let 
them examiue dearly how' the foreigners Fdlua and Others commenteed the bloody fiuancl 
and angry strife, and led forth the foreigners, who with sharp weapons stabbed and 
wounded Mackenzie so thAt'be ffied ; and alsb what are the names of the murderous 
foreigners; anti let them the same day wHte out'the evidence, and examine according to 
cases that have formerly taken plbpe; cohsnlt together, and report to oil tlic superior 
offit^rs, that they may trianage dcct^^ig to the Tacts, &c, 

“ I, the Pwou yu Hein, Jiaviug received tliis, besides sending it to the Nnn hue 
Heen, that be may .accompany me to examine the body, also unite the above circum¬ 
stances, and forthwith issue a« oihIcf for your information. Wlien the order reaches 
you, the Hong Merchants Woo-show,| Chang and the others, make yourselves fully 
acquainted with the subject, and impiediaiely communicate the order U> the Linguists, 
that they may go to,the Dutch Foreign Factory add order the body to be, delivered up; 
and then wait tilM, in company with the Nan hae Heen, arrive personally to examine it. 
Do }ou the said Merchants also examine clearly wliat are the names of the murderous 
foreigners,^ and the-causes whence the bloody quarrel originated, , and report back 
again. Oppose not. A special Edict. . . 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 8th moon, I8th day. (October 4tth, 1830).” 
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• Or led fortli. 


t Or murderer. 


1 lIow<i<ia, juii. 


§ Or foreigner. 



('HINA ]>AP«ni^. 


I^ECOND AFP£N1)|X W mf TH1£D K£FO£T or fWE 


(B.) 

Death of 
MuMackniTie, 


' «XTHACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS^ . 

6th Octbbit* ISSO. 

Wp write the ibllowjag letter to Mr, Van Basel, ackhowledgfing the receipt of hi« 
address recorded undef the date dth instant 

«* To M, J. Senn^Vap Provisional Netherlands Coosid in dim. 

“ Sir: 

We have die iionour to acknowledge the reo^pt of ^our letter enclosing a copy 
of the depositions t^en dndng the ioveaiigation held at the Netherlands C^snlatc, 
upon the death of Captain K Macken^iCi Conunander of the Dutch ship Vrow 
Helena. . 

We shall take into consideradon the clreomstances attending this melancholy 
affair without delay. 

* « We have honour to be, &c.” 

** Canton, 6ih Oett^r 1^0.’* Signed by the Select Committee 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

^tli October 1830. 

Thc Committee assembled to take into consideratiun what measures it might be 
pioper to adopt In consequence of thc un&utunate death of Captain Mackenzie, three 
British subjects being juppheated in the affair. 

The Committee, after having perused with attention the depositions taken before M. 
Sen Vann Basel, were unanipjously of opinion that any further examination of witnesses 
by them would be unnecessary and impolitic. In the present case, Uie verdict of an 
English jury would probably be that of manslaughter; but were it even a case of 
murder, we have no authority to institute judicud proceedings; and no difference of 
opinion can exist as to the extreme impolicy of allowing the Chinese Oovernmenl to 
interfere wliere their own countrymen are not concerned. • 

Although, judging from thc documents previously recorded^ it would seem that 
the Chinese Government docs in principle take cognizance of the acts of foreigners 
among ihembelvcs; yet the indifference evinced by the Hong Merchants, and the 
documents being addressed generally to the foreign nations* Chiefs, would incline to 
the beliefi that hi practice it cores little to interfere. Unfortunately, however, any 
disturbance ki which foreigners arc engaged is almost sure to afford a rich harvest to 
many of the officers of this corrdpt government, who in consequence are ever on die 
watch to take advantage of any opportunity to exact from tbc Ilong Merchants, 
C.'bual interruptions to die trade injure not or involve the authorities of Canton; and 
It is only wlien the stoppt^ of commercial ti'ansactions is lengthened to a period 
which interferes with the collection of the imperial duties that they are alarmed for the 
consequences. It should be thc great object of the Company’s representatives in this 
country Ui impress upon them the idea, dial interruptions and annoyances when once 
commenced arc not so easily or quickly arranged, and above all, to inculcate the 

maxim, 











until cbmpelli^' tb'^takc ■ a ^iport ''fe; '.i^. bbst- ’ 

ftpi^ars ux be tib aeiid tbf^ Aftef diiey are out i 

of the couhttji'; the Vieet^ d^Olt sf^tioit in a^cb be places himself 

in prolonging a question and tahii^ np aqjositidn fh)hi which llKs ninst ree^ shonld 
he demand the eerranderof the dopies of ibe^aljovie doeuiftenta iba^’heen 

received hy Mr. Sen Viwi Sdsel» and as be bn* in the first Instance, inalitqted sthe 
investigation, we shall, ieavei:UO .Mm i;th of replying to the inquhies of the 

CMvernraetit;d*;is propm^'to/pt^ that Mr. Seri V:ah 'Ba«el» inter^ews 

he has had with the Premdent oh the subject, has testified his concurrehce in the 
measures proposed to be adopted by the Committee in sending the Fames to Bombay, 
and that no wish ha^ been expressed by him of having them delivered over to the 
Chinese laws, ^ 

It is resolved, therefore, to Send, the three parsees to Bombay by the ship Edmon* 
stone, npwon the eve of departure, together with the depositions takai before the 
Netherlands .Consul, for the full information of the Honourable' the Governor in 
Council. Copies of the depositions we shall transmit to England,>»tt«mbers in the 
packets of the Honourable Coinpany’s ships Thomas CoPtts'and’Duchess of Atlwl, 
In searching, the records for jprecedent^ the Committee perceive,' in’the Consultations 
of the 14th December H8Q, tbPt prebWly 'the same "^ew was taken by the Select 
Committee of that period os to tlie dangerous precedent of allowing the C'hinese 
Government to interfere in cases 6f homicide where their own subjects ate not con¬ 
cerned. As the case appears spmeyiiilif similar, thd extract is now recorded. 
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maxim^v 
by Englhthmeit’at least, at the 
the,Chinese ha^ 


i**; *^<^ ;hRi|e,; and 

many instants, in interrupting and annoylpg, it ; and Wee ^jfoaps has c 
errpheous ’supposition, that to them the trW is a matter'dt Cbm* 

mittee ai^" prepm^-'' 'i'k^with 'deei^i^’''W''W' 

buane^,.and consider it theirdul^ fofcftotras mubh- fo bat^ izround as.ttossiyp' 



Extract from the Diary of Consukadons, &c. for the year 1T80., 
i'he following is the case refeiW to% die Oovertior of Canton in his Edict relating 
to Captain MWettaie’sdeath: > ■ , v . ' 

« Some time ago a French seamShhelpnging to the Success ^llOy contitry Ship killed 
a Portuguese saflpr belonging to the Stormont, ih one of foe' mer^ant’s hnutoA. - 
man took refuge sit the French CdnMrs, where he VeiPained for many days, but at last 
wa.s given Op to the ChineSe, ahd'wW this morning publicly strangled by onler of the 
Fooyuen. This is the firik insfon^ of one EiirPpean being exeeuW for the murder of 
another, and appears to be !a Very dsWrous precedent, as It may involve Eiltopeaiis in 
inextricable difficultie-s if ^veh by accident one man should kill another. The man exe¬ 
cuted to-clay could have no trial of common justice. The affair happened between him 
and the deceased in SeunqUa’S Hoiig at night, nobody knowing-iof thfe quarrel dll the 
Stormont’s man was killed; and We do not understand that the ChineseGovemment 
took any means ih their courts to find out the truth. Foreigners are not here allowed 
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tlw btsrtefit* or ChitMpe ]iiw% tiK)Uf||}t in thk imnuico om of U^hh stiffns by dw rigour of 
ihein, n6r Uve tliey toy pHvi}eg««in com«w»i*i^ith the natives Tl»y mo governed 
metuiy by &uch rolea as die Madarina ibr tiio dme Nog dedare to be tbeir will; tutd 
the reason Why so few iti^tibnvenirucos happewfroni irrcglUarittes is, that the oiScers of 
goverameot Oil «didi ^ONtsions rather ohoose tO exact iminey Aom tlxi N>hrUy Mer* 
ehanh^ CNtpMw#} 8tiX‘tfb(« use rigorous i»«thbils» by which tbey gain txHiiing; Uieir 
corruption thei^etNiinpattfi the forelguer'aiWDdrity/’ > u, , 


. EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

October 10, ISSO. ’ t 

By the Kdraottstone, bound for Bombay, we direct our Secretary to write the follow^ 
ing letter to Mr, Secretary Newnhafo: ' * 

“ to Newnlwm, Eaq., Chief Secretary to Oovcuimcnt, BoiAbay. 

Sir: 

*■ Par. 1. I AM directed by the Preiidentand Select Comiiutlec to make known to 
yon, for the information of tlie Honourable the Governor in Council, the following ctr- 
cumstaUres which iiavc lately occurred in Canton. 

2. On tho evening of the 20tii Seplcmber an aflVa) took plttcc in what is cullcil the 
Dutch TIong in Canton, in winch a Captain Mackenzie, coinmandcr of tlie Dutch slnp 
Vrnw Helena, Id^t Ids life in eonwqnence ofwotuul;* inflicted by three Parsces, by name, 
Nowrojee, Framjceaiul Jarasetjee, servants of Mtrwaiijce Hornnijee, ti Pursee Mercbmit, 
residing in ('unton. 

“ .3. 'Phh aflPmy appears to have originated in a misuudci’smndiog, in consetjueuce <tf 
a Mr. Bovet, a Swiff^, by jirofession a watchmaker, wlio resides in the samv Hong with 
Merwaiijee Iloiniajte, arrogating to hiiutielf the right of keeping posstsbioii of a k(*y, and 
by that means closing a public way leading into the btreei. It appeals that Merwanjte 
Hormajee (lent several times to demand this key, which demand not being complied witli, 
be directed his sorvutits to break the lock, which they did. Mr. Bovet hearing what 
was going on, ran out with a sword, which he attempted to draw on the three !‘.nsce 
servants above mentioned, and on the sword being wrestw! from him, ran away, crying 

Murder,which Captain Mackenzie, who resides in apartments in the same Hong, 
healing, came out to his (Bovet's) ssdstance, and struck with an umlnella the Pai- 
sees who then fell upon him, and with the sticks with which they hud forced the lock>- 
inflictetl tlte wounds, of which he died on the following day. 

“ 4. The first official intimation the Select Committee received of tliis iinibrnnmte 
meurrence was'a Jetttg from Mr Semi Van Basil, the Provisional Netherlands Consul, 
m losing a certified copy of the depositiona taken in the iiivestigiition he luid iusiitnted 
into the circumstances of the death of Ca)itain Mackenzie. 

3. On the receipt of these dpcunients the Committee lost up time in assembling to 
take into conaideration the measures It might be proper to adopt in consequence of three 
British subjects being implicated in the aflair. * 

** 6. The Hoiiourdble the Governor in Cknmcil is no doubt aware of the peculiar 

situation 
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8EIjE(%r«0MMSI1)£S OF tiHii«G>V8E ORCOMMOKS. isg 

situation in nrhieh^ re{)tes^t«tiT«f» o^ tho Honourjulile Cotnpdji^tct)^ the Enghsh 
nation aw plw&J io this countiy, witiunit the authority to act oratren per- i)cau/oi 

haps strictly speaking to administet an oatli) which oouW be received as atridencp in an m,. Mackw/ir. 
English court of justice; the uncertainty that exists whether any or what dotioe would be 
taken by the Chinese Oovernmeiilof the aotsof ftweignera where death ooourrath^dded 
to the dilcnities of the eitoatton in which the Hepresentesivw of the Cumpalay ibund 
themselves placed. EoT) should the Chinese authorities Itave demanded the surrender 
of the Tarsees, for the purpose of being tried by the sanguinary law of this empire, the 
President and Select Commiltoe clearly perceivtMi the impossibility of a compliance; 
and after giving the subject mature deliberation) no otlier course appeared open to tliem 
but that of removing die Parsees from Canton as soon as possible, an4 sending them by 
the first opportnnity to Bombay, with idl the eviiience transmitted to the Select Com> 
mittoe by Mr. Senn Van Basil. 

“ 7. In consequence, the three Parsoes, Nowrojee, Framjee, and JIamsetjfco, have 
iicen sent on board die country ship Edmonstone, with orders to the Commander to 
cany them to Bombay, and to detain them on board until he has received instructions 
from the Honourable the Governor in Council on the subject 
“ 8. The President and Select Contmittee do not coiHidcr themselves couqietent U) 
give an opinion as to the nature of the crime which by the laws of England would attacJi 
u) the Parsees in question, but i-onsider it their duty to observe diat the conduct of Mr 
Bovet, iu taking possession of a key, to which he hid no right, and in attacking the 
Parsees with a sword (which ficLs arc undisputed), has excited in diis (omniunity a strong 
feeling of indignation against him, which is perhaps heightened by his welhknown qmir- 
iclsome disposition, and from Ids having been the indirect cause ol die death of an lano- 
tent man in the person of ( aptaiii Mackenzie 
» 9 I liavc the honour tO enclose a copy of the letter received from Mr. Henn Van 
Basil, togctlier with die depositions referred to, and rumahi, 

Sir, &c. &c. 

(Signed) “ Geouox Basr Bobinson, 

“ Canton, I ItU October 1830 ” “ Acting Secretary.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONbULTAl'lUNS, 

Dated 19lh October 1830. 

In pursinvuceofthe resolution adopted ui the Consultation, Octolierlhe 7th, we direct 
our Set iciaiy to write tlic following Letter to Cajitain Hadley, ordering him to receive 
the three Parsees on board Ins ship: 

« To Captain Hadley, Commander of the Country Ship Jjklmonstone 
“ Sir: 

“ I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to request that you will take 
charge of the three Parsees; named NowTojee, h’ramjee and Jamseijee, prisoners ou 
board the Honourable Company's ship Abercrombie Robinson, and convey them to 
Bombay, where yon will be pleased to await the instructions of the Honourable the 

Goieriior 
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466 SECOND AFFENDiX M'ttit THIBD KEiOBT or n» 

Gofsmw ia ComtH Ibr th«ir fntdn tlisjMMdl)' 1 aktt diiMted to dotire that the 
acooYnpfttoyitig De^t^es nay be dcdivemd tb tbft Sebbutvy to Oovernmeat on yoiir 
arritttl at Bombay. » 

** I am* Scat 

(Signed) ** ObomOIs B$Bf Eomiiaovy 

« CantcMH lHh 0«Mnb ISSfto" *♦ Secretary.” 

Our Secretfuy bi likewise directed to write die fpllowiug letter to t|ie conunanduig 
ofiicer on board the Hottour«d4e Coibpany’s slitp Abercrombie Eobinson: ^ 

“ To the Commanding Officer pn i^rd tbe IjConoMrable Company’s Ship 

Abercrombie j^biuson. 

" Sir: ' * 

“ I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to direct that the threp Par- 
seeo, named Nowrojee, Frnmjce and Jamsetjce, pri^ners on board the Abercrombie 
KobinsoD; lie delivered to Captain Hadley, Commander of the country ship Edmonstonc. 

“ I am, Ac. &c. 

(Signed) “ Gbokge Best IIouinson, 

“ Canton, 12th October 1830.” “ Secietary.” 


To the Merchants, b\ Pwan the Nan-hae-Heen, on the case of Captain Mackenzie’s 
death; dated 11 tli October, received 18th, 1830. 

” Pwan, promoted by Imperial Order, hereby issues an Order to the Hong Mer- 
chants for tlteir full information. 

It is substantiated that these Merchants have presented a petition, in which they 
say. 

“We have humbly and respectfully received your Benevolence’s official Order, 
on o]>eniug which we find it stated—[Here follows a Copy of No. 2, before trans* 
latecLJ 

“ On receiving this we, the Hong Mercliatits, in obedience thereto, immediately 
instituted an iu(]niry into the several topics. It is authenticated dmt the Hutch Flag¬ 
keeping Chief, Fan-pa'shin, said verbally, on the 15th of tiie 8tli moon, having heard 
that Captain Mackenzie had been wounded, and died, we immediately assembled outside 
nation’s Foieign Merchants. Twelve persons, all having sworn that they would inves¬ 
tigate according to the truth, examined the body, and found that the wounds had 
been inflicted on the forehead and other places with wooden bludgeons, and that he 
had died in consequence of the wounds. They strictly inquired who inflicted tbe 
wounds^ and found that they were not natives of this country', but Indian white bead 
(P.ustc) foreigners, Fu-lan-che, Now-locbe, yans-ayebe, Uinc persons, who, with a 
wooiliMi bliulgeon, lliraohed and wouudetl Mekeencbe, and caused his death. The 
three mnnlemrs, foreigners, have been apprehended. These murderers, foreigners, 
Fadnn-c'bc, Noa-lochc and Vans-ayche, wore delivered over to the English Company’s 
Cbit'fi to be kept under strict custody till they are sent to their country, to be justly 
tried accoiding to foreign laws, As to Makeenche's body, it was by the foreigners 

coffined 



SELECT COiWMrrWIE m THB HOUSE OT COMMONS, m 

(HlljlA }>A]XRs. 

coifined on tbft iJIth of the i» 0 Ath» and sent to Whampoa in a £)ipiga boat» where it 

was interred, It is earnestly entreated that opening the eoffin and eatajUining the body oi 

may be dispensed witlit and the hweigners will be 'very grateful. Thus the alhtir came Mackenzie' 

before us, the Hong Merchants; and we immediately went to the English Foreign 

Factory to inquire, and found diat the said murderers, foreigners, Fa^lan'tohe, &c 

three in number, had been sent down by the Englisli Company’s Chief to Wlmospon, 

on board a foreign ship, where they were kept in close custody, Uniting these drcum> 

stanoes, we report distinctly, in repfy to the order we received to examine into the 

facts, &c, 1, the Nan-bae»Heen, find that in cases of homicide it is absolutely necessary 

to examine clearly the wounds on the body, and to investigate clearly how the bloody 

quarrel arose; also who struck first, and who afierwards, who was the principal mur> 

derer, and who accessary; then a discrimination may be made, and the crime decided 

on. It is never the cose that the wounds on die body should remain unexamined, nor 

who commenced the bloody quarrel should remain uninquired into, nor who was the 

person that inflicted such a wound. Thus the businem may be managed. Further, it 

IS found that a long time past, repeatedly, when foreigners caused the death of foreigners, 

the Hong Merchants reported to the IlccA Magistrate to examine the body, interrogate 

tile parties, report to the superioni, and manage. In this case the afiair is the same, 

and ought to be managed in the same manner. 

How the Dutch Flag'keeping Chief, Han^pa-Shin, has not inquired clearly into 
the causes of the bloody quarrel, nor stated who inflicted ilie blow in such a place, 
nor who struck previously, and who aftei wards, nor pointed out all the circumstances 
minutely, but abruptly requests that on examination of the body may be dispensed with 
This is very wrong. 

“ And the murderers being natives of a dependency of England, the said nation's 
Company’s Chiei^ in refusing to speak on the subject, has acted still more iinpro- 
fierly. 

Writing these things, 1 hereby issue an order to the Hong Merchants to tiansmit 
immediately my orders to the English Company’s Chief and die Dutch Flag-keeping 
C'hief, to inquire instantly info the caust s of the bloody quarrel, what persons used 
w bat thing, and inflicted a wound in what place; also, who previously and who after¬ 
wards struck the blows. Let these circumstances be stated in reply, and according to 
the laws of the nation, to who it is that determines the crime on this kuid of murderous 
foreigners; that having proof, I may repair in person to examine the Imdy, discriminate 
and manage, according to the facts. Do not indulge in confused reservations, for doing 
so will involve you in serious guilt. Hasten I Hasten • A special Edict. 

“ Taoukwting, 10th year, 8th moon, 86th day.” 
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Wjs hAve tibfat d*y ws^j^red frm tl»e Merchants, following Edict from the 
Qaaagchoiff Fno, jmlati,Te <0 Captain Mackenzie’s cose. » 

r 

« Governor Le, by the K#anchow Fob, fe<jtiiring the body of Captain Maekehzie 
to be (lelivered up to the Chinese by the Datch, amt the three rtiirdetersf by the 
English. Dated October IStli, 18Sd, received ISth. 

“ flpo, the Kwanchpw Foo, to the Ifong Merchant^. 

“ Oa the 25th of the 8th moon, of the 10th year of Taoukwang, respectfully was 
received ati official documeot from Le, Governor of Canton, &;c. It is proved by 
papers on record, that the Kwanchow Lee reported concerning a Dutch foreigner, 
Mekeenchee.-w{|Herc follows a copy of the soldier's report before translated. Next tbe 
orders the Governor gave to the Hong Merchants, already translated.] 

On examination it is found that for n long time past foreigners being in this 
cotmtry and causing the death of foreigners, in cvii:‘i 7 case the local officers have inter¬ 
rogated the parties, e\aniinwl the body, and reported to tlieir superiors. The murderers, 
though in this country, were punished according to foreign laws. 

“ In the present case the Dutch tbreigner was killed by an Indian foreigner. Indm 
IS under the Government of the English; it is thcrclbre right to order the said nation’s 
('ompsiiy’s Chief to take the murderers, foreigners, and deliver them up for trial ami 
judgment. 

That which the Kwanchow I^ee stated m his report, that all the ( hiefs wisheil lo 
send the purtj back to their own country to be prosecuted, is contrary to old regulations, 
and decidedly cannot be allowed. 

“ H(.‘side directing the Nan-liae-IIcen to command forthwith the Ilong Merchants Jo 
communicate it authoritalivciy and distinctly to the English Chief, that he must 
examine and conform to the old cases in law, and hasten to take the murderers, and 
investigate clearly who was head, and who followers, and on the same day deliver lliem 
up and wait for our management according to the repeatedly recorded precedents. 

“ The Celestial Empire’s laws and regulations decidedly will not endure the least 
opposition. When the murderers, foreigncMs, are delivered up, lei the said Heen 
immediately report for investigation. 

“ TTnitiijg these things an order is hereby issued to the said Foo, to take under 
his tllrection the said Ileen, and manage safely and swiftly, and without opposition, 
&c.” 

“ On the same day was further received from Le, the Governor of Canton, a docu¬ 
ment as follows: 

[Here the soldier’s first report, and the order lo examine the body are 
repeated.] 

“ Hut up to this day no examination or report has taken place. It is found that 
heretofore foreigners in this country causing tJic death of foreigners, it has always 

been 
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been the case that the remains were examined bji the local officera, Nov^ in the present 
casct the aflalr idK>uld be managed according to old precedents. It is imp<»iiible to 
allow foreigners to indulge in procrastination. 

<< Let the Nan'bae*Heen immediately communicate orders to the Hong Merchants 
and Linguists to ascertain where the coffined body is, and order the Butch ibreigner to 
deliver up the body to be ready for examination. Let the said Ileen make haste, and 
report buck that having proof a Weiynen may be deputed and join the others, and go to 
examine the wounds on the body, and report generally to superior officers, that they 
may manage according to the facts. The case compromises the laws of the Celestial 
lilmpire, and it must not be presumed to disobey. How can it be permitted to the said 
foreigners to act os they please, and when an inquest should be taken, not take an 
inquest The said Heen must not again delay; he will thereby incur guilt 

“ An oilier is also hereby sent to the said Foo, to take the lead of the said Ileen, 
and immediately examine clearly, and give orders to deliver up the coffined body, and 
to wait till a Weiynen be deputed to join the party and examine the remains. No delay 
is allowed. Hasten ! hasten ! 

“ This coming to me Kwangchow Foo Tsc [he here reiterates the orders of the pre¬ 
ceding without any additional remark, except a tlireat that disobedience will involve the 
parties in great guiltj.” 


(B.) 

Death oi 
Mr Mackcn/ie. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 18th October 1830. 

“ To his Excellency the Vice’^y of Canton. 

“ Wc have received from the Merchants your Excellency's Letter, demanding the 
surrenderor three Parsecs, Rritisli sulyects, who were implicated in the Ian affray in 
the Butch Ilong, in which Captain Macl>enzie lost his life. 

“ We lias'e to inform jour Excellency that the three men in question have bten sent 
to Bombay to be tried by the laws of England; and if, on examination, it shall appear 
that they were not the aggressors, that they were first attacked by a person with an 
offensive weapon, a sword, it will operate scry strongly in their favour, and their 
punishment will not be so severe as it otherwise would have been. The Dutch Chief, 
under whose protection the deceased was, has sent us the depositions taken in evidence 
before him, which we li.ive transmitted with the Parsecs to Bombay. By tliis evidence 
it appears that a person residing in the Dutch Tfong, took possession of a kiy, and 
stopped up a public way; that on these Pai'secs attempiliigto break the lock, they were 
attacked by a person with o sword, who then ran away; Captain Mackenzie hearing the 
disturbance, came up at the moment, and witli an umbtelln struck the men, who there¬ 
upon, it being dark, returned the blows of which he died. The Dutch ('hitf has not 
complained of onr having sent the men away; theie is no one who petitions; of what 
use is it therefore to lengthen diseussious without an object, for the men are gone; why 
disturb the remains and repose of the dead, which are held so sacred in all cis ih/ed coun- 

3 O liics; 
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tries; the surgeons hare examined and disfigured tlie bod )'} hdW then can the Wounds be 
discovered ? We pray your Excefienty to give orders that the body be not again dis- 
Mr.lirackenzle. turbed, a ceremony so revolting to all foreignersi 

« We have thus given your Excellertty a statement of the affair, which is in accord¬ 
ance with evidence we have received, and hope yoUr Excellency will there let the 
matter rest. If the men, by the laws of England, are found guilty^ they will most 
assuredly be punished.” 

Signed ly the President. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

20th October 1830. 

The Committee having assembled to meet the Hong Merchants, Howqua proceeded 
to speak to the following purpose, having, in the first place, particularly requested that 
all he said should be taken down in writing: 

“ Yesterday all the Hong Merchants waited on the Viceroy, who told us that the 
C ommittee had sent in a chop the previous day, stating that the three Parsees demanded 
by Government were gone away, and cannot therefore be delivered up for trial. 

“ The Viceroy .says, that this proceeding is in opposition to the Chinese laws, and 
connot be suffered. The demand for the three guilty men is not founded upon any new 
law. A similar demand was made by the Government in the 45tb year of Keen Lung 
(1780). It is the ancient law, no new regulation of the present Viceroy. If the men 
were not now demanded, hereafter there would be no restraining law. The strongest 
foreigner would destroy the weaker. 

“ The Viceroy is desirous to show reason. When a man is murdered in another 
province, Keangsye for example, the Governor of Canton cannot settle the business. 
Justice must be admiiiLstered wliere the crime is committed. The Viceroy is de.sirous to 
do strict justice, he has no wish to introduce a new law to oppress foreigners: 
Mackenzie’s case must be referred to the Emperor, The Viceroy must have the three 
Parsees; it is not a mere formal demand. 

» When the tlirce men shall be brought up, the Committee may keep them in custody 
in the Company’s Factory. The investigation may be held according to English forms. 

“ The Viceroy doe.s not require the accused to be taken into the city; deputed 
Mandarins will as.scmble in the Factory, and with the Committee hold a court for the 
trial. Mandarins must be pre.sent, but the men to be examined according to English 
usage. When the trial is finished, if the men are acquitted of the crime of murder, 
the Committee must show reason to the Viceroy why not guilty. If condemned by 
Englisii laws, the men shall be executed on your own premises in presence of the 
Mandarins. 

“ I'hc Merchants arc ordered by tlie Viceroy to explain the whole case clearly to 
Committee. 

“ If the men arc really gone, a ship must be immediately despatched to bring them 
back, and the Viceroy to be informed in what time they will be produced. The An- 

Cha- 
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Cha-Sze has ordered the Hoog Merchants to bring tlie CoramiUee’s answer lo day, - 

whether the men are gone or not.” * ®) , 

° _ Death <)l 

Howqna then delivered the Viceroy's reply to our address of the 16ih instant, which Mr, Mackenzie 
was as follows: 

“ From Governor Le, demanding the delivery of the three Parsecs; dated October 

19ib, received 20th, 1830. 

“ Le, Member trf the Military Board, &c., hereby issues orders to the Hong Mer¬ 
chants, with which they must make themselves fully acquainted. 

“ It is authenticated that the English Chief Baynes and others have presented a 
Statement, saying—[Here follows a Copy of the Committee's Letter of October 16th, 

18.30.] 

“ On this coming before me, the Governor, I have examined the proceedings in this 
case, and 6nd that 1 have repeatedly ordered the Merchants to enjoin my orders on the 
English Company’s* Chief to deliver up the murderous foreigner (or foreigners) to be 
tried and punished. 

“ As to the wounds on Mackenzie’s corpse, die Nan hae Hecn was ordered to go and 
examine them, os is on record. 

“ Now said Chief and others have by no means maile haste to deliver up the mur¬ 
derers, but turn round and say that the three men have been sent ir custody to Bombay, 
where they will be tried according to English law, &c, 

“ This scheming craftily to shove off tlte business from themselves, not knowing that 
in China foreigners killing foreigners, must take tlte murderer, and in China put him 
lo death according to the foreign mode, 

“ The case is established by former precedents. 

“ Now the murderer who caused Mackenzie’s death should be punished agreeably lo 
old regulations. How suffer the said Chief and others to indulge themselves in oppo¬ 
sition ? 

“ With speed, therefore, is issued to the said merchants an order to enjoin perspi¬ 
cuously my orders on the English Company’.s Chief, that he must take the foreigners 
who on that day fought, and instantly deliver them up, tliat a clear investigation may 
be made who the murderer was, and the character of bis crime determined. Then let 
a report be made to me, the Governor, that 1 may send an officer to see that in China, 
according to law, how the affair has been managed. The laws and regulations of the 
Celestial Empire are luminously handed down from former times. No second opposition 
and procrastination will be allowed. You will thereby involve yourselves in guilt and 
the crime of perverseness. Intensely, intensely, are these orders given. 

“ Taou Kwang, lOlh year, 9ih month, 3d day. (I9th October 1830.)” 


Extract; 


• The translator observes a change of phrase of late; formerly, it was the English naUmi's chief; now it is 
tory or Coinpuny's chief. 
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(B.) 

Death of 
Mr. Mackenzie. 


. EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

21st Octobei^ 18^. 

The roJlaiving short Address to the Viceroy, in reply to his Edict received yesterday 
respecting the Parsees, was delivered to the Merchants, who then withdrew. 

“ To His ExcelleiKy the Viceroy of CantOh# 

“ We have received your Excellency’s letter respecting the delivery of the three Par¬ 
sees to be tried by the Chinese authorities, and have now only to inform your Excel¬ 
lency that our last letter contained all the information we can afford on the subject” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

22d October 1830. 

The following Chop from the Nan hae Keen respecting the case of Captain Mac¬ 
kenzie has this day been delivered to us. 

“ From the Nan bae Ileen requiring the Parsees who were the murderers of Captain 
Mackenzie to be delivered up, dated October 21st, 1830. 

“ PwAN, the Nan hae Keen, issues an order to the Linguists, with which they are to 
make themselves fully acquainted. There is at present an affair of Indian foreigners 
having given wounds to a Dutch captain, Me Keen the (Mackenzie), of which he died. 
The Governor peremptorily requires them to deliver up tlie murderer, and however he 
Is to be punished, according to their foreign methoil shall be punished. We will send 
officers to see and look on. This has been the way of managing heretofore, and there 
are cases transpired which may be examined. For the Celestial Empire’s fixed regula¬ 
tions are, that if a man of any one place go to any other place, and there break the laws, 
he shall always at the place where he broke the laws l>c tried. If for instance, a Can¬ 
ton man goes to Kwang Se, and in a quarrel takes a man’s life, he must be tried at 
Kwang Se, and certainly nut be sent in custody to Canton. Though they, the foreigners, 
caused the death of a foreigner, yet the crime was committed in our country; therefore 
it is required in this country to manage it. Because they are foreigners, tlierefore they 
shall, according to their foreign method, be punished. In their foreign method, when 
the murdered man strikes the first Wow, how is the murderer to be punished? When 
three men jointly strike one man, who is to be considei'ed as the murderer ? And who 
appears to be the murderer (in this case) after examination ? Vou mu.st ask the ques¬ 
tions one by one till you clearly understand them. When the murderers are delivered 
up, wc also will not go to examine and inquire, and investigate fully as to who ought to 
die, and what is to be done with them; who ought to be let Jive, and what is to be done 
with them j they shall all he punished accortling to the foreign method, and we will only 
M. !i<l officers to look on and see, and that will d<j. Do you take the words of my orders, 
and inform the Chief, for his knowledge, and come again and state to me, that 1 may 
transniii a favourable statement to the Governor. There must on no account again he 
any perverse disobedience, which would hurt his dignity; and then it would not look 
well. These are the orders. 

“ Tuou Kwang, l<Uh year, 9tli month, 5lhday. (October 2lst. 1880.)” 


ExTUAtr 
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EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at CantoD to tlie Court of 

Directors, dated 23d October 1830. 

Par. 4, Upon t!ie arrival of the Factory in Canton, the particular circumstances of 
the death of Captain Mackenzie Commander of th^ Dutch ship Vrow Helena, caused 
by three Parsee Merchants, in an affray, were communicated to us by Mr. Lindsay, 
who had preceded the Factory to Canton, as well as by Mr. Sen Van Basil, Consul of 
his Majesty the King of the Netherlands. The following is a brief outline of this unfor¬ 
tunate affair: 

5. Mr. Bovet, a citizen of Geneva, resident for several years in Canton, shut up a 
thoroughfare in the Hong, which he inhabited, for the annoyance and inconvenience of 
other foreigners living in the same Hong. Upon this a Parsec Mercliant, named Mer- 
wanjee, having made repeated applications to Mr. Dover, in vain, to remove this ol)- 
struction to the free passage through the Hong, dispatched three Parsee servants with 
orders to break the lock which had been affixetl to the door; Mr. Bovet perceiving their 
intentions, came out and attacked the party with a sword; the .Parsees, however, suc¬ 
ceeded in disarming Mr. Bovet, who then took to flight Captain Mackenzie hearing a 
disturbance in the Hong, in which be lodged, came out to render assistance, as might 
appear necessary; and under a mistaken impression attacked the Parsecs, whom he 
struck with an umbrella. The Parsees then proceeded to cudgel Captain Mackenzie 
with sticks or clubs, and inflicted [flows, which caused his death the following morning. 

6. The facts above stated had been investigated by an inquest of foreign residents in 
Canton, held under the superintendence of the Dutch Consul, and would probably, in 
an English court of justice, not implicate the three Parsees in question, in a charge of 
greater delinquency than that of iiianslaughtcr. 

7. The Chinese authorities having already exhibited a disposition to interfere in this 
timsaction, we determined to remove the three Parsees, British subjects, from Canton 
without delay, and they were sent on board the country ship Edmonstono, bound for 
Bombay. We have received information of the departure of the Edmonstone from 
(liina with the three Parsecs above mentioned. The danger of allowing the (liinese 
Government to interfere upon the present occasion is too apparent to require discussion. 
Their sanguinary code of legislature would remain satisfied with nothing .short of the 
life of at least one of the party implicated, and would in no way discriminate between 
a case of intentional murder, and one of accidental homicide; their demands for the de¬ 
livery of the guilty persons would be urged as long as a hope could exist of exhibiting a 
display of power, by the execution of a foreigner, and would protract the discussion to 
an interminable period; we therefore felt that the measure which we adopted, while it 
offered the only protection in our power to the lives of three British subjects, was at the 
same time that best calculated to bring the affair to a conclusion; ami if it could be ne¬ 
cessary to adduce further argument in its favour, was the only one which the powers 
vested in this ('ommittee place within their option. 

8. Since the adoption of the preceding measure, the Chinese C»overnmenl have de¬ 
manded the delivery of the three Parsees to them for trial, and have persisted in (hat 
demand, although informed by us that they had actually left this country in a ship bound 

for 
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for the Presidency Bombay, where they would be placed at the disposal of the Govern¬ 
ment, and submitted to any further trial whicli might be deemed proper.. Their de¬ 
mand has since been modified in various ways, and would now appear to amount to the 
requisition of a trial according to foreign law, with the attendance of the Chinese autho¬ 
rities. We have stated in reply, the impossibility of compliance, the men having actu¬ 
ally left the country; and the question rests in this state at present, without having 
afiected tile usual routine of our commercial tranwctions. 

(See also Pars. 14, 15 and 16 of this Iielter, in the Papers relating to the alleged 
breach of the laws of ( hina, page 441-2 of this Appendix.) 
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PAPERS RELATING TO AN ARMED FORCE FOR THE PRO¬ 
TECTION OF THE COMPANY'S FACTORY AT CANTON. 


V 

(C.) 


EXT RACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

20tli October 1830. 

“ To Captain John Inne.s, Senior Commander of the Hon. Company’s ships in China- 
“ Sir: 

“ I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to communicate to you their 
orders, that with the lea.st possible delay, you take the necessary steps for the attendance 
of 100 armed seamen and two quarter-deck carronadc.s, tor the protection of the Ho¬ 
nourable Company’s Factory. 

« I am, &c. 

(Signed) “ Jl. Hudleston, 

“ Secretary.” 

“ Canton, 20th October 1830.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

2lst October, 1830. 

J N the course of the night, the force required for the protection of the h^actories 
arrived in Canton; the guns were landed in the morning, and placed at the gate of our 
r'actories. In consequence of the measure.s adopted by the Commodore, and the good 
discipline of the Honourable Company’s ship.s, we are happy to say that this was effected 
witliout the least confusion or disorder. 


EXTRACT CHINA SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 25th October 1830. 

“ To Captain Innes, Senior Commander, &c. &c. 3cc. 

“ Sir: 

“ I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to convey to you the following 
orders respecting the guard retained in the Factory, and desire that you will take the 
necessary steps to carry them into effect. 

“ 1. That a number of men, not exceeding one|division of the guard, be allowed to 
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go out in front of {be Factory only for a limited time, daily, and under the proper super¬ 
intendence of their officers; these men to be unarmed, 

“ 2. That the guard be paraded by their officers daily in the garden, in front of the 
Company’s Factory. 

» 3. That the total number of seamen employed as a guard, which considerably ex¬ 
ceeds what the Committee originally contemplated, be reduced gradually to that of 
JOO; the number of officers remaining for your consideration, and that the reduction be 
effected gradually at the rate of ten men per diem. 

“ 4. That four boats, manned from the guard, and armed, be in readiness at a 
quarter before five every evening, to be employed on any service on which they may be 
required. 

“ 5. That no man be permitted to carry his arras with him out of the Factory, except¬ 
ing on duty. 

“ I am, Sir, your obedient sen'ant, 

(Signed) H. H. Lindsay, 

“ Acting Secretary.” 

“ 25 th October, 1830.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

1st Nov. 1830. 

“ To Captain John lanes, Commander of tlie Honourable Company's ship Aber¬ 
crombie Robinson, and Senior Commander of the Honourable Company’s ships in 
China. 

« Sir ; 

“ I AM directed by the President and Select Committee, to convey to you, as Senior 
Commander their thanks for your conduct during the late proceedings, when prompt 
measures were considered necessary for the safety of British subjects in Canton, aiul 
an armed force was consequently ordered up from the Honourable Company’s ships at 
Whampoa. 

“ In making known to you the thanks of the President and Select Committee on 
this occasion, I am directed to observe that they do not limit their approbation altoge¬ 
ther to the alacrity displayed by you in the execution of their orders, but extend it to 
the spirit with which you entered into their views, and the zeal displayed by you for the 
public service, which circumstances they shall consider it their duly to bring to the 
notice of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

“ I have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) “ H. 11. Lindsay, 

“ Acting Secretary.” 

“ Canton, 1st Nov. 1830.” 




« To Captain Philip Baylis^ Cwpmander pttbf J^noorail^ ship 




« Sir; 

l Alt thePfdiident and Seiett CMiuiittee toomvey toyon thair thanks 

for the aseal displayed hy you daHhg the lata proceedings in Canton^ in arranging and 
dikiplimng die thah plac^ ihore immiediately under your orders in the Factories. To 
the regularity you established) and to the discipline yon introduced among the seamen, 
may be in A great meamre attributed the absence of all accidents, a circumstance highly 
condudve to the interests of the Honoutidik Company, and creditable to your abilities 
as an officer. I am directed to observe, that your conduct on this occasion will be 
brought to the favourable notice of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

I have, &c. 8 ec. 

(Signed) “ H. H. I.!nd8A¥, 

Acting Secretary.” 

** Canton, 1st Nov. 1830.” 
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To the CommMider and Officers of the Honourable Compmiy’s ships in China. 

“ Gentlemen: 

“ I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to convey to you their 
thanks for the zeal and alacrity displayed by you during die late proceedings, when 
circumstances rendered it necessary to order up an armed force from Whampoa, for 
the safety of British subjects in Canton. The promptitude with which the orders of the 
President and Select Committee were executed on this occasion, and the good conduct 
of the men during their stay in the Factories, are circumstances highly creditable to 
tlieir officers, and to the discipline of their respective ships, and will not fail to be mode 
known to the Honourable Court of Directors. 

I have, &c. Ac. 

(Signed) “ H. H. Lindsay, 

" Acting Secretary,” 

“ Canton, 1st Nov. 1830." 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Duted 16th November 1830. 

NoTwiTHSTANDiNfl the Grand Chops for the ships now under despatch have been 
regularly applied for more than a week ago, those of the Thomas Coutts and William 
Fairlie only have be§n issued. We have several times informed the Merchants that 
the despatch of the ships could not be delayed, and Puankhequa and Fatqua, who 
secure the Duchess of Athol and Dunira have promised to be in time; but not having 
made up their accounts, the Grand Chops are not yet forthcoming. 

We consider it absolutely necessary at the first despatch of the season to convince 
the Merchants that our ships, when ready, will positively sail, or else the same thing 
will assuredly happen again, and ships may be detained an indefinite period after their 
despatches are closed. We do not apprehend any difficulty in this instance, as the ships 
in qu^tion will follow the other two, who have pilots, and will probably have the same 
fishermen on board, who Would have acted as guides to the legally constituted pilots. 
We therefore direct our Secretary to write the foHbwing letter to Captains Wilson and 
Daniell, for their guidance. 


“ To Captain Daniell, Commander of the Honourable Company’s Ship 

Duchess of Athol. 


“ Sir: 

“ I AM instructed by the President and Select Committee to direct, that in llic 
event of your not receiving your Grand Chop with the Honourable Company’s packet, 
you weigh anchor, and proceed down the river in company witli the Honourable Com¬ 
pany’s ships Thomas Coutts and William Fairlie. In case you should be fired at by 
the forts at the Bocca 'J’jgris, you are in the first instance to return with blank cartridge; 
but .should your ship be struck, and the lives of the crew endangered, you are permitted 
to fire hall. 

“ I have the honour, Sfc. &c. 

(Signed) “ H. H. Lindsay, 

“ Secretary.” 


Canton, 16t]» Nov, 1830.” 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, . 
Dated 18th November 18S0. 

We have received the following Letter from Captain Wilson; 
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(D.) 

Ships to return Fire 
of Chinese Forts. 


^ ' ** M; H> Liddaay, 1^. S^retary. , > 

“ Sir: , . ' ■ , 

I BEG to acquaint yon, for the infbrihatbn of the President and Select Committee, 
that the Honourable Company's ship Dunira, under my command, proceeded from 
Second Bar this morning, agreeably to the instructions received. On passing through 
the Bogue, a gun (not shotted) was fired from the fort, and the same returned by me. 


“ 17th November 1830.” 


“ I have, &c. 

(Signed) “ J. P. Wilson.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 19th November 1831. 

The following Lietter, from Captain Daniell, has been this day received: 

“ William Bayn^ Esq. President, &c. &c. &c. 

" Gentlemen: 

“ I HAVE the honour to report to you, that having received the Honourable Com¬ 
pany's Despatclies, yesterday morning we got under weigh, and passed through the 
Bogue, and are now off Macao on our passage to St. Helena. 

“ I have, &c. 

“ 18th Nov. 1830.” (Signed) “ E. M. Daniell.” 
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R«df»iof 
GrieVwai:^ Arc. 

BankrujA 

Merchants, 


(E.) ■ ■■ 

REDRESS OF GRIEVANCES, OR TBE ACaVXSITION OR 
ASSERTION OF PRIVILEOES. 


<1.)~T)EBT8 DUE BY THE BANKEUPT MERCHANTS WWQUA AND PONQUA. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 24tb Octobw 1810. 

Par, 13. We are sprry to inform your Honourable Court, that the plan we had 
resolved to adopt last season for the liquidation of the debts of the tiankrupt Merchants 
Onewqua and Ponqua, have been prevented by the most extraordinary interference of 
the Viceroy of Canton. The detail we shall have the honour to submit In dhe course 
to your Honourable Court, we r^^t to sqy, will exhibit proceedings of duplicity and 
villainy on the part of the Merchants and Mandarins, unprecedented even in China. 

14. The Mandarins at present appear to have entirely changed their tone, and we 
have little doubt will terminate the business without further trouble, by directing the 
payment of the debts by the other Merchants, in the usual manner. We shall endea¬ 
vour to obviate, by every means left in our power, the ruinous consequences that may 
result from tlib mode of adjustment, as well from the inability of the Junior Merchants 
to bear so heavy a burthen, as from the increased charges it may entail upon the foreign 
trade. 

15. The arrangements we had made for the present season will, we hope, be allowed 
to proceed; but we fear the alarm occaaoned to the Tea Merchants, by the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Viceroy, will seriously affect both the quantity and quality of the Teas 
that were to have been delivered on account of Gnewqua. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 28th November 1810. 

Per. 3. The Chinese Government have directed the Teas contracted ht on 
account of Gnewqua and Ponqua to be duly delivered, but no final settlement of 
these Merchants’ af&irs has taken place; it has latterly been proposed to pay, by 
instalments, in ten years, a protracted period to which It is unreasonable to suppose 
we should accede. 


ExtUACT 
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EXTKACT lETTER in the PublicDepertmenti from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Difectow, dated 2l8t March 1811. 

Par. With respect to the future liquidation of the very serious atuount of the 
d^ts of th^e bankrupt MereiWits, both to the Honourable Company and to the pther 
Foreign Creditors, it was generally uade^tood at Canton, even early in the season, 
that the Viceroy bad on his own authority laid down a plan of payment in ten years, by 
equal annual instalments, and bad transmitted it to Pekin, for the approval and 
ratification of his Imperial Majesty. 

89. We were not, Mwever, officially informed of this fact, nor even personally 
assured of its truth until the 10th instant, when Pinqua communicated to us an Edict 
to this effect, addressed by the Nan-hai-Hien to the Hong Merchants for our infor¬ 
mation, and dated as early as the 6tb ultimo, though no intimation had reached us of 
its existence before the day on wliicb it was delivered to us. 

90. Although the very reprehensible neglect of Pinqua in keeping us thus long in 

ignorance of so material a document has af&tded less time than we could have wished 
for the conrideration and discussion of a subject of this importance we deemed it our 
duty inunediately to address to his Excellency the Viceroy, a remonstrance against an 
arrangement so far below the constant professions of the Government, and which, 
inadequate as it is, the Merchants, while heavily burthened by the increasing charges 
and exactions of the Mandarins, and labouring under great individual embarrassments, 
are well known to be without the means to execute. ^ 


q^)Na paPJKRs* 

Grievance!, Ac. 


Bankrupt 

Merchants. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Befmrtment, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
St Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors; dated 19tli January 1813. 

Par. 229. The plan which was first proposed to us by the Junior Merchants, was 
that our Committee should grant bills for the amount (as was done in the case of 
Shykinqua’s debts); and that on adjusting each Merchant’s accounts with the Company 
at the close of the season, the amount of their shares should be severally deducted. 

230. This arrangement, on account of the very different state of the Merchants and 
of our accounts with them, at this and at the former period, we could not altogether 
approve; but conceiving it desirable to ensure the adjustment of the business by some 
such agreement if possible, especially considering that a material proportion of the sum 
to be recovered is due to the Honourable Company, we offered to grant bills as proposed 
to the several creditors, upon condition of our receiving from Mowqua and Pinqua their 
bonds for the total mnount (half from each), and the accounts to be adjusted with them 
at the end of the season. 

231. The oUier Merchants having, agreed to allow a sum of about 2^. 3m. upon each 
pecul of tea to be purchased from them by the Company, to be paid on their account 
when due into the Consoo Fund, as a security to Mowqua and Pinqua, the latter, on 
our consenting to this allotment, made no further objection to our plan, and it has been 
carried into effect accordingly. 


232. By 
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(B.) 

Kctleeitd' 

(irievafjcie9,&!e. 

Baniffoiit 

Merchants. 


8S2. By closing i^ith the Mezv^ntt upon dieie terms, it will be observed that we 
iKivesot (mly secured the payment of #ie fimllHittlimeaftt of the debt^ 
pany from Gnewque and Po^oe^ but havo likimN obtji^ed^^e^^ {tccotnmodfi- 

tioD, being thus enabled to liquidate a considerable part of the balance due at present 
by the Company tb Mowqua and ’without'any dirlct redhOtibil lit' thO ao^nt 

of our specie. ■ .. -i^s-■ 


(2.)-HEAVy burthens ON TIJE TRAPB. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 26th February 1810. 

burthens on Trade. Par. 188. Immediately on our arrival from Macao, the Viceroy required our 
attendance to recmve the orders of the Emperor os permitting the renewid of tiWde, 
and we availed ourselves of thie opportuDl'y representing to him, in writing, the heavy 
burdens to which the trade was exposed, and other general subjects of complaint. 
The result of this measure, we are sorry to say, will prove to your Honourable Court 
how vain It is to expect redress from the Mandarins of this province, as not the least 
notice has been taken of our complaint. His ignorance of the subject cannot be 
pleaded, as the representation was delivered to the Viceroy himself, and perused by 
him in the presence of our President. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 21st March 1811. 

Par. 91. We considered this a favourable bpportunity of endeavouring to draw the 
Viceroy’s intention to the general state of thistradi!^ and to some recent circumstances 
to which much of the distrust of Fweigners, and of the unprecedented embarrassments 
of the Merchants, is to be attributed} and we finally requested that (he whole mifj^t be 
faidifully reported to his Imperial Miyesty, upon v^ose favout end protection, as well 
as wise and just detenninadon^ i^n fully informed of these drcnmstances, we were 
willing to place the most perfect reliance* 

92. We have not received any reply to this repreientadbn t indeed, at this advanced 
period of the business, and considering the present temper of the Government, we can 
scarcely entertain any serious hopes of the sUccrat of its Immediate object} but in a 
general point of view, and as conducive to the prevention of fuitker entWoachmentSj we 
have seldom found our remonstrances agamst way injurious or oppessiVe acts of this 
Government wholly without eifoctt we are persuaded that die tadc, howevar 
unpleasant and ungracious, is cm such c ccasions an important and indispensable part of 
our duty. 

12L We are just enabled, previous to the close of our proraedingi^ to record a 

translation 
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translaiioii of an £^($)«hich .jboeit Issued bjr tW fioppof to our address 

of tbe lOtb.inistfUUi.ibuf n the present Xfespateh dtas neoessaril}' 

prisyented^us from ^tking portieular natkie of. kst«xtraordbar^ (xmmntSj tiiitd a future 
opporjtHiiity. ■ < f 

We imty however re^ thet» netwUhsteudlo^. the unblnsbiAg deuief df the 
most n .torjouB facts, the professed indiderenee and contempt for our repi*eSCUtatioiiy, 
and the generally ungracious and offensive tone wiiich pervades the whole of the 
communication, we are still disposed, from the reports we have heard, and from the 
anxiety and uneasiness which are betrayed in the Edict itself, to augur favourably of 
the ultimate effect of the sensation which our address has produced, and to hope that it 
may yet prove some cheek to the ruinous and oppressive system of extortion to which 
the Hong Merclmnts are subjected. 


Te.) 

Reoi^s 
Grievanees, Ac. 

Burtltens'oa Trade, 


(3,)-QOMPANy’S SHIPS .DETAINED IN CONSEQUENGfi OP A CHINESE BETNft 
. . .fslDbED B,S AN ENGLISH 8EANIAN. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public bepartraent, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
’at Cmiton to the Court of Directors, dated 28tli February 1810. 

Par. 1. We are sorry to have to iirform your Honourable Court, that at the moment Dctmtiim ol 
when the ships had completed their lading, and our papers nearly in readiness for t'omjiuuy s Sliipn. 
despatch, we were informed that the Chinese Government would not permit the depar- Death ofa (.'huust*. 
turcof the ships until it was disovered by whom a Chinese had been killed, as they 
asserted one had been, by an English seaman. 

2. A charge of this nature had been made some time before, but so entirely unsup> 
ported by proof, indeed, in direct contradiction to the testimony of the shop-keeper 
living within a few yaitls of the spot where the murder was said to have been committed, 
that we did not think it would be persisted in, and this opinion was much strengthened 
by the Grand Chop of tlie Nottingham being issued after the charge was tnade. 

3 . It was now, however, recommenced, and from asserting that Aeofficer belonged to 
one of the ships wlwse captains raided in the Imperial Hong^ they fixed on the Royal 
Charlotte,, but without apparently tbe smallest reason, as although some men belonging 
to that ship were in Canton on the day die man was wounded, they were locked up at 
dusk, and not petmitted to go out till next morning. 

4. Tlie charge ww,attempted to be substantiated by tbe production of two witnesses, 
who it was asserted cowld recognise the<features of the of^dersj but on examination 
this did not appear,tbfe&ct; they deposed, however, positively as to the dress of the 
Europeans wlio,>younded the Chinese, which on inquiry proved entirely different from 
that worn by the people of the Royal Charlotte. 

5.. It was in vaiu that Captain. Austin aand/omwelves represented in the strongest 
terms the, totai/^ure of the proof they brouglu forward to establish the (diarge, and 
the injustice of detaining tbe ships on such grounds. Every argument was disregarded, 
and the receifHi of letters, frem Captain Austin refused. In this situation we were on 

the 
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the fMsifit of forwardijQg letters to 4tiibreit{t o^eeis <^,,Qoi'eranuHit» £iUHg a 4a3if ^ 
* the (kpartore of the ships with of miJtOHt^ pemtskHi, when, a:^ 1*^as made 

(JrievanS &c ^ Chinese, and ultimateljr said to he appixwed hy ^ihftjiVweipy, that an address 
should be forwarded by the Committee, stating the impossibility of discovering tbc 
^ Detention Of offender, but promising, if the ships were allowed tod^rt, thatin^ttirifisl^pld continnc) 

Company'* Ships, jf th® offender was discovered, tlmt he should be punished, iMiconhng to the 
Death of a Chinese, laws of England. 

6 . We could have no hesitation in complying with dits proposition; indeed, 
considered it most favourable, not perhaps in immediate reference to the pr^ent 
business, in which we might fairly consider ourselves treated with injustice, but as 
establishing a most desirable precedent for the adjustment of disputes of this nature in 
future 

7. An address was prepared, drawn up and approved by the Chinese, and was 
finally delivered on the night of the 81st, and every hope afforded of the Grand 
Chops being issued in three or four days. AH the Merchants have since continued to 
assert that the dispute might be considered as settled, and attributed the delay to the 
Viceroy having proceeded to the B<^e to ncgociate widi one of the Lsdrone Chiefs 
the terms of Ms return to bis allegiance. With this we remained satisfied for some 
d|tys, but the term of the seasonable despatch having nearly expired, we were called 
upon either to submit to the loss and inconvenience a further detention would occasion, 
or to risk the difficulties possible to arise from the despatch of the ships without the 
permission of the Chinese Government for their departure. 

B. The proposition we have made being received, and from the delay tacitly con¬ 
sented to, we do not apprehend any serious consequences can result from the despatch 
of the ships, even under the circumstances, which further detention subjects the 
Honourable Company to a loss it is impossible to calculate upon; on the SOtli, there¬ 
fore, all our papers being in readiness, we determined to deliver in the packets to the 
several Pursers, having previously desired the Merehants to make our intentions 
known to the Hoppo, who, however, did not seem disposed to expedite the delivery 
of the Chops, the packets were accordingly delivered, but not being provided with boats 
from the ships, intending to proceed, as usual, in a chop* boat, the departure of the 
Pursers was prevented. 

8. On the morning of the 27th we transmitted a proposititm to the Hoppo, stating 
our regret in being under the necessity of ordering away the ships without permission, 
and which nothing but the severe loss to which their detention would expose the 
Honourable Company could induce us to adopt. Letters of a similar nature were 
addressed also to the Viceroy and Fooyuen, and inclosed to the Hoppo, but he declined 
forwarding them, assuring the Merchants that an express had bemi sent to the Viceroy, 
and that an answer might be expected to-morrow. We are sorry, however, to say, 
that no port dearmices have yet bemi issued; and we are consequently under dbe unplea¬ 
sant necessity of sending away the ships without them, 

10 . As the ships will not be able to quit tbe Second Bar before to-morrow, or pro¬ 
bably the next day, we hope the permission of tbe Chinese Government may yet be 
obtained before they pam the Bocca Tigris, which will obviate every difficulty. 

11. We beg to refer your Honourable Court to our procee^ngs "of the Seasons 

forwarded 
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pidP i*emv 0 P«ioe> for ndetN^ of the tedious dis¬ 
cussions'thafhave this into subject nftiieh: we fcwnot dismiss 

whhotrt i^wesiiiig to'eifpresi to'yobP HcwowHihie Court ^ higii sense we.entertain of 
the'sfiPtic<»'thAt have b^n rendered by Captain Austin on the occasion, wito returned 
to <]^ton imntediateiy on hearing al tbe^detentiotf'Of ^e ships, and by his able advice 
and assistance has rendered die most essential eidt • 


(£.) 

Redress of 
Gnevances, drc. 

Deteotion of 
Company’s Ships. 

Deathofu (’liine«>u. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT CJOMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 1st March 1810, 

Par. 2 . The Chinese Government iiaving consented to the departure of the ships 
on condition that inquiries should he made, and the oflender, if discovered, punished 
agreeably with , the Jaws of England, we ^e desirous of fulfilling our part of the 
engagement, and at die same time are.sd'OpgJy qf opinion that a communication on the 
subject from your Honourable Court, or His Majesty’s Ministers, to the Chinese 
Government, sbowiag that the inquiries promised have been made, might be attended 
with beneficial effects, we have therefore taken the liberty of requesting Captain Austih 
will direct such investigation among the shipping as he deems proper, and best calculatd 
to promote the object in view. The result of his inquiries may be ascertained on bis 
arrival in Engiand. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMIITEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directore, dated 81st January 1811. 

Par. 297. When however we made, in consequence, oar demand for the several 
Grand Chop.s of these ships in the usual manner, we had the mortification to. learn that 
the Government had resolved to withhold them, in consequence, it was said, of our 
having neither delivered up the man who killed a Chinese in the latter part of last 
season, nor satisfactorily accounted for our refusal to do so. 

298^ In explanation of the circumstances which led to this extraqrdinary communi¬ 
cation we must refer your Honourable Court to the particulars which we have had 
to record on our proceedings, bolli at Macao and at Canton, relative to this.affair, since 
we had the honour to communicate what we conceived to be equivalent to its final 
adjustment, in our Despatch at. the close of the preceding season. 

200. After the refetteuce then made of die matter in discussion to England, and 
the consequent departure of the ships with die permission of the Chinese Government, 
die renewal of the subject at present, and the demand of the surrender of the indivi¬ 
dual who.had killed the Chinese last year,, on the pretext that bis name is now known 
to be “ William,’’ or something in sound resembling it, though in fact he has not even 
* 3 Q been 



CHiliA PAPSR8. 






(E.\ 

Itearess of 
(ilrievattcos, &c. 

Dt'fcntion of 
Company’s Ships. 

Death of a Chinese. 


bee» proved to be ap EngUshmaa, and at all « certeudy tbarafow 

oM o( OUT c«ntLTovkl> i« ^ less unjust than absurd atid astravilpHit.. 

300. On the whole, we TOnfidrady trust your «»» 

address of explanation to the Viceroy, under date the SSth uk lo oonyey, in its. fad 
extent that just respect and deference which this Government jaCntided to receivehrom 
us, and that you will accordingly approve of onr detemdnadon Steadily lo, refuse tc 
make answer in the terms dictated by the Government, which are both &iim<in fact and 
dangerous in principle, and further, disgraceful, by the unplioadon of promises never 
intended or expected to be performed. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Departmenii from the SELECt COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Director, dated 10th January 181S. 

Par. 11. We are concerned to 6nd, that the conduct of the late Committee in 
bringing to an adjustment the very anxious and embarrassing affair here adverted to, 
have not been considered upon the whole to merit the Honourable Court's approbation; 
but we trust that the few remarks we have to offer in further explanation of the Com¬ 
mittee's proceedings, will prevent their continuing to appear to the Honourable Court 
thus censurable. 

12 . in the observations we have had the honour to submit to the Honourable Court, 
in tile concluding paragraphs of our public letter of the 31st Janmuy 1811, we endea* 
voured to explain, and we trust satisfactorily, the very material focl^ that whenever a 
murderer is demanded by the Chinese Government, a consequent selection and surren* 
der of any individual into their hands, is completely equivalent in effect to a provi¬ 
sional sentence of death. The individual may be afferwards pardoned or not, 
according to circumstances; but we think there can be no question, that our act in such 
cases is held by the Chinese Government as perfectly conclusive, both In respect to the 
law and the fact; or, in other words, os competent evidence both of the identity of the 
offender, and his offence having amounted to murder. 

13. The very embarrassing predicament in which we are thus liable to be 
placed, tlie Honourable Court cannot be altogether unacquainted with, and this we 
may even infer from the paragraphs under reply, in which we are expressly in¬ 
structed, tiiat it would not be proper to deliver up an individual, who had killed a 
Chinese, into the hands of the Government, unless such individual had actually com¬ 
mitted murder. 

14. It is obvious that, with this limitation to tlie [extent of our compliance with 
the demands of the Chinese Government, which we have always thought necessary, 
and which has now received the Honourable Court's sanction, any Jnquiiy whWi 
should tend to convict an individual of the fact of killing a Chinese, without at* the 
.same time attaching to him the guilt of murder, and tnat in the clearest and rnt^t 
undeniable manner, would not only be useless, but aidd, in the most s^us d^roe, to 
our embarrassments. 

4 ^ 


15. In 
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i&i the i^peared raaniffest Ipow the cbi»ro«hcetnent, that no 

inquiry which we cohhi iiu^teiecotiM' ettala te«t>ch e ceitainty $f the gtttic of any indi> 
vi^ah' jaeweu!ll bt^ werraai»d>t» ]b selecting hit^ fact, for execati(»x.’But'such an 
inqtiiiiy^ tbCfUgh iruitlest ih ^rtbermpects* '^woaJd necestorily have bad the efieet of ren¬ 
dering resistahce to dte demands of the Ottuieee government more difficuil, esjit^ould 
have been unavoidably notorious,' and would have implied an admission on ont psi% 
that the alleged guilt ky between a few persons only, and those the seamen of the Honour* 
able Compsny'e ship Cumberlaad* ' t 

16. It is also to be observed, that the informarion which excited suspicions in that 
quarter, was not communicated to the President until after the public examination of 
the Chinese witnesses had commenced, and in which considerable progress had been 
made in exposing the fallacy and incompetency of their testimony. We cannot suppose 
it would bq wished that the Committee ritould have receded from the ground they had 
just gained, and thereby exposed themselves so unprofitably to the charge of inconsis¬ 
tency, in such a stage of the business. 

17. By referring, on the contrary, the further investigation of the affair wholly to 
Captain Austin^, anti tb a period in which the Chinese could no longer lake any share in 
it, this dilemma was avoided; and it was also hoped, that the ends of justice would have 
been equally satisfied, as it was certainly not foreseen that the law of England would 
not even allow the men to be put on their trial. 

18. The advantageous nature of the proposal which the Chinese were induced to make 
in consequence of a system of conduct thus adopted, is indeed remarked by the Honour¬ 
able Court, and we cannot but felicitate oui’selves upon the satisfactory adjustment that 
followed. What would have been the consequence of a line of proceeding, which would 
have given them a pretext for supposing that the culprit had really been discovered, it is 
impossible to say; but we cannot avoid expressing our full persuasion, that under any 
circumstances whatever, an adjustment eifected by the delivery of im individual into the 
hands oftlie Chinese government, would have been in its general consequences itifinilcly 
disastrous and unfortunate. 

19. The case is perhaps different where the circumstances are so clear and unques¬ 
tionable, and the government itself fixes upon and demands the criminal ; but under 
the circumstances we have stated, namely, a mere demand for a murderer to be given 
up, we cannot but submit to the judgment of your Honourable Committee, whether, 
without a violation of the laws of our own country, we can, in .any shape, comply there¬ 
with. Whether, in short, we are warranted in exercising those judicial functions, which 
the selection and surrender of an individual, in compliance with such a vague demand, 
would seem to imply. 

20. We trtwt ypur Honourable Committee will not deem our scruples on this occa¬ 
sion excessive; an occasion in which the life or death of an individual, and the honour 
or dishonour of our nauonat character might be at stake; and we tnist also, that under 
this explanation it will appear to your Honourable Court, that the line of conduct 
adopted was, considering the exigencies of the case, the only one consistent with the 
character and interest of our honourable employers, and of the British nation; arid we 
beg to add in oondusion, that we feel assured, that had your late Committee boon tbo- 
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rooghlj^ satisfied aptsoamVimtie gtoviaAs fX t\i<s flietitiC fe 'kd^trtted to 

them, such facts would undoubt^ly have been communicated to our honow^ble em- 
fdoyfersin their public or secret dispatches. ' ^ ^ ' * '' ' 

21. After an attentive perusal Of these instructions, and also Of the letter of #hieli'a 
copy is also transmitted for our inspection* and the foHesi cOhtnderotion Ofeveijr dteutn- 
stance connected with it, we havO conceived ottrsOlVes entitled to cOndOde^ in the 

‘ piosent instance the sole object in |iew in making such a comrnunicetiem* iS to satisfy Ihe 
Chinese government respecting the circumstances of the death <^thenatiVej supposed to 
have been killed byan English seanian, artd respecting the measures taken in England, 
in consequence of the charge to that effect. 

22 . The letter addressed to the Viceroy upon this delicate siibjeiet is, doubtless, 
penned with all imaginable caution and propriety; yet it was impossible at such a dis¬ 
tance of time and place to be certain of anticipating the views and disposition of the 
government. 

23. We confess, therefore, that since the affair is now apparently at rest; we not only 
feel great unwillingness to do anything that might tend to revive it j hut we feel also some 
apprehensions of the improper advantage that might be taken, or evil purpose facili¬ 
tated, even by the mere admission made in the letter, that the three of the seamen of the 
Cumberland were found liable to suspicion; especially as that admission is unaccompa¬ 
nied by any decisive report upon their guilt or innocence. 

24>. The peculiar circumstances of the case rendered it no doubt difficult, we may say 
impossible, to give detailed explanations in writing, which, without a violation of 
truth, would be at all likely to satisfy the extravagant claims of the Chinese 
government. 

25. We conceive, therefore, that such explanations as may be necessary bad better, 
if possible, be given verbally, and in the most general terms; and we think that the 
latter, if claimed at any time by the Chinese, may be said to have been intended 
only for the former Viceroy, under wlio.se government the accident happenetl, ami with¬ 
held on that account. 


(4.)~C0MPANY’S 8H1PS! DETAINEiJ, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE IJONG MERCHANTS 
REFUSING TO SATISFY EXTORTIONATE DEMANDS OF THE HOPPO. 


EXTRACT ][.ETTERinthe Public Department, front the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 31st January 18U. 

Par. 288 . The various delays which protracted the period of the present despatcit 
considerably beyond tlie date which we ventured to anticipate as llie latest, in our 
short address to your Honourable Court of the 10th ultimo* require iw to enter in this 
place into some explanation of their causes, more especially as the question how far the 

evil 
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evil of j?oup H<?»fHW^jCaurl,’s serious con- 

289, In the Srst place we hafe to observe, that instead of the regular^ imilbrm 
prci^eas in the lading our ships to which we have formerly been accjustomed,, we liave 
fieQUCDtly experienced interruptions in respect to particular ships, and these qne 
tinte, without any reason assigned, ainoantedin iact to an actual stoppage of the whole 
of ^the HonourableiJompany’s trade. 

On remonstrating wi^ the merchauis against .llis unwarrantable and vexatious 
treatment, they were unanimous in acknowledging that tlm detention of our ships was a 
measure of die Chinese government, not directed against us, but against tliemselvcs, in 
consequence of the absolute inability of most of them, and the actual refusal of all, to 
satisfy the extortionate and continually increasing demands of the Uop]) 0 , .fbr the 
purchase of various articles of clock-work, and mechanism imported on onr ships, and 
iisnally denominated *^Sing Songs,’' and which, it seems, arc now become the esta¬ 
blished vehicle of corruption between that officer and his superiors of tlie capital. 

2fll. It Was further staled to us, that being thus invariably colled upon by the Iloppo 
to purchase tliese articles for his use at any price, and to an enormous amount, their im¬ 
portation into China was become a grievance to the merchants generally, of the most 
serious nature; in consequence of which, Puikua, our senior merclraut, added, that, he liud 
now earnestly to request in his own name, and in that of the others, that we would repre¬ 
sent this circumstance in our next despatches to our Imnourablc employers, and 
suggest the adoption of some effectual measures for preventing the future shipment of 
articles of this description for China, in any vessels in the service of the Honourable Com¬ 
pany. 

295. Waving, however, the further discussion of these questions, we informed the mer¬ 
chants, in conclu-sion, that to a measure so prejudicial to the interests of the Honour¬ 
able Company, as this interruption to the lading of the ship.s, no differences which 
might exist between the Hoppo and the merchants, much less those of the disgraceful 
nature they had related, would induce us to submit; and that we sboukl accordingly make 
a formal appeal on the subject to the government, unless the trade was very shortly 
allowed to proceed. 

296. Such an appeal, however, did not prove necessary, as the trade, through some 
compromise, probably l)etween the Hoppo and merchants, was re-opened almost imme¬ 
diately after; and in a few flays, the lading of all the ships intended to be included in 
the present despatch, completed. 
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EXTRACT LE'ITEB in Uie Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton, to the Court of Directors, dated lUth February 1811. 

Par. 8. Our proceedings transmitted by this Despatch, wall convey to your Honour- 
abte Court information up to the 31st ultimo, of the several circumstances connecteil 
with the vexatious and unwarrantable detention of the ships of the present fleet have 
been subjected by the Chinese Government. 

9. Having 
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0 . Havinff been ipisuccessful in nor sub^aent nn^vn^ ^ prpvaii^BjwM mw 
M fc^aiimts to deliver id the Ticeroy and HdjjJ)© piir wUt^, r^natrance against the 

nnWt procedure, we found orirselves under the haying raeoatse to the less 

re^lar and usual mode of effecting the object in view, by meanf of a deputation to 
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proceeded to the gates of the citr r^^nast on the 2d iHstanti. ;aceafeDpai!iind> by 
a party of the gentlemen of the Factory ami die Cbmroandeicl and Offioet« the 
Honourable tJompany’s ships. The party finding no material obstruction on enteti|ng, 
were enabled to advance as far as tl4 Hoppo’s PalaCe, where Mr. Parry and Captain 
Lindsay bad the satisfaction of presenting our address personally to his Excellency, as 
is mpre particularly stated in Mr. Parry’s Report, a copy of which we have the honour 
to enclose. , 

11. The address was returned to us by the Merchants the same evening, without 

any specific promise of a compliance with our request; but the tenor of our application 
and the public manner in which it had been presented, had evidently produced a 
con^derable sensation, as it was immediately followed by an ofhsr to receive from us 
explanations in reply to the demand of the surrender of the murderer of the Chinese 
of the last season, considerably less objectionable than any proposed at a former 
period. , 

12. Another letter was accordingly addressed to the Viceroy and tiie Hoppo, in sub* 
stance indeed the same as our proposed address of the 28th of December, long since 
rejected; but yet in terms, which the Merchants now assured us, wouki be considered 
sufficiently satisfactory. 

13. As a day or two were again suffered to elapse, end difficulties still tdleged to 
exist against the delivery of the Grand Chops, it was at length intimated to the Mer> 
chants, for tlie information of the Mandarins, that however desirous we were to pay 
every due deference to the regulations of the Chinese Government, our submission to a 
detention of our ships so perfectly unjustifiable, and so injurious to the interests of our 
employer^ could not continue much longer, and that they must accordingly be pre* 
pared for the event of our despatching the fleet, even without the usual permission, 
should the government determine to reduce Us to that unpleasant alternative. 

14. V^hether conscious of the impracticability of preventing the despatch of our ships, 
if seriously determined upon, is the circumstance which has given to the above intimation 
the effect intended, or whether the Merchants have been ultimately obliged to purchase 
the consent of the officers of government by a submission to further extortion, we are 
unable to pronounce; but it is certain, that the first positive assurance that the Grand 
Chops would be issued, was to all appearance tiie immediate consequence of the com¬ 
munication in question. 

15. Having this day received the Grand Chops of the several shipi^ agreeably to the 

above assurances, we have much satisfaction in being enabled to announce tlie same to 
your Honourable Court, and shall have the pleasure of transmitting forthwith durfiitsl 
Despatches to the respective commanders. ' ' 
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, , j;.,v Secret Department, ■ * 

EXTRACT LETTER &oth J. F. ELPHINSTipNE, Esq., to the Honourable the 
Chmnnaii of the East^Iodlh Companjr, ’dated Canton, 23d December 1813. 

Par. 2 . In consequence of having been engaged in a discussion with the Chinese 
Government, our commercial proce^ings were suspended till about the 10th instant, as 
the l^ect Committee did not consider it to be expedient to land any of the Honourable 
Company’s cargoes till the point in question was adjusted. 

The discuffiiion arose from a report that the former Viceroy Pig made to Pekin at 
the close of the year 1811, when stating to his Imperial Majesty the failure of Gnewqua’s 
and Ponqua's Hongs, and proposing the punishment of Ashing. 

4. On the arrival of Mr. Browne, mod hearing of the intended return of Mr. Roberts 
to Europe, the Viceroy Pd appears to have obtrined a statement from the Merchants 
that the conduct of Mr. Roberts in Gnewqua’s and Ponqua’s affairs, together witli his 
opposition to the Chinese Government, had been displeasing to the authorities in 
England, and tlmt he had been removed accordingly. Seizing on this circumstance 
to give a colour to hius most unjust proceedings towards Gnewqua, Ponqua, and Ashing, 
when making his report to Pekin of their alleged delinquency, and proposing their 
being banished, the Viceroy Pe at the same time recommended that Mr. Boberts, 
as having also violated the laws and regulations, should not be permitted to return to 
China. 

No notice whatsoever was taken of these prohibitions while the former Hoppo 
remained in Canton, neither did it occur to the Viceroy to make the least objection to 
Mr, Roberts coming to Canfon, when application was made for that purpose last season; 
and it appears the objections now started by the Viceroy proceeded from the sugges¬ 
tions of some of the inferior persons connected with his office, and the Viceroy, not 
aware at the dme of the consequences, acquiesced in the publishing an official Edict, 
requiring Mr. Roberts to leave China. 

6 . The conduct and disposition of the Hoppo, on his first arrival in Canton, was so 
decidedly hostile to Europeans, that the parties suggesting the renewal of the question 
to the Viceroy, were assured their measures would not be opposed by the Hoppo, as he 
was impressed witli the belief that Uie more violent and arbitrary he was towards 
Europeans and the Merchants, the better was his chance of profiting by extortion. 

7. This attempt at interference on the part of the Chinese Government, involving 
essentially the interests of the Honourable Company, as it amounted in fact to placing 
their servants under the control of the Chinese (the only illegal act alleged against 
Mr. Roberta was that of having advanced money on contracts), tlie Committee con¬ 
sidered was to be resisted, and in the most decided manner in their power, and con¬ 
sequently all commercial intercourse was declined until the Viceroy should officially 
rescind and withdraw his prohibitions respecting Mr. Roberts, and fully aware that 

nothing 
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-r— embarrassing situation: for in complying with our demands or doing what 

Delay of required, was reflecting on the conduct Of his priedecessor Pd, who be did not wish to 

iMi . UobertB. offend. After a considerable delay, and resorting ip varioit? ^xp^ei^ ,to eit^Ilfh his 
point, or rather to preserve appearances, by repeating bis Idiots and Mir, 

Ivoberts to leave China, the Viceroy Andiog tliat the Committee were deterinined p) 
decline all coimnercc till the prohibitions and objections were officially rescinjded and 
withdrawn, at length gave way, and an official document,was delivered to tbeefrect 
required, not altogether satisfactory in European estimation, but considered b^ the 
Chinese as being amply sufficient, and entirely disavowing all right to interfere; and we 
hope it will prove so by preventing the recurrenpe of any similar attempt on tbe part 
of the Government, in future. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the ^SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton (o the Couriof Directors, dated tbe 22d Februaiy 1614. 

Par. 1,64. Your Honourable Court has already been informed of the discussion in 
which we were engaged wdth the Government from the latter end of September, and 
which was finally arranged about the 10th December. 

135. Tiic objections made by the Chinese to Mr. Roberfs discharging the duties of 
the situation to which he .appointed by your Honourable Court are fully recorded. 

Wc consider it necessary for tbe preservation of tbe interests of our employers, most 
decidedly to resist an interference of this nature on the part of the Canton Government, 
which could not, without the greatest danger to tlie interests of the Honourable Com¬ 
pany be permitted to he exercised. 

136. On the receipt of the Viceroy's Edict we determined to adopt such measures 
as ■we hoped would prove effectual in inducing the Canton Government to withdraw 
their objections. 

137. The cargoes belonging to the Honourable Company were not pemitted to be 
lauded from the ships, and an early opportunity was taken to make it known that, until 
the Viceroy’s Edict was officially rescinded, we would persevere in our measure of 
declining all commercial intercourse. 

138. The various expedients resorted to by the officers of government in order to 
induce us to relinquish our olyections and concede the |^)oint, are fully detailed on our 
proceedings. From the.se it will be seen that the Viceroy was finally induced to wiih- 
(iriW his pfobiliitions, and ofiicially rescind the orders he had given relative to Mr, 
Roberts. 

139. Althougli the document published by the Viceroy on this oceasion was not 
nUogether satisfactory, yet it wa^ considered fully as mu(A as we could expect^ unless 
perhaps a much longer interruption had been persisted in; and under the full persua¬ 
sion, however unsatisfactory the expressions in the official documents might be, that 
wc had, in feci, gained what we had proposed, namely, that of having convinced the 

Chinese 
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dunesi^ be! the vifhal they might, so improper en .interference would 

never be pemittifed f we consider it inexpedient to dtecline any itmger unloading 
the sfaip^ innOe which ttmeiour business has proceeded without any material inter- 
rupdon. 


LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Secret 
Comniittee of Uie Court of Directoie, dated S2d Februarj' 1814. 

Par. 25. Under this date * is recorded a letter from Goqua, which relates to the 
subject which occasioned a discussion with the Chinese Government. 

26. In our proceedings in this department under several dates in tlie margin,f as 
also in our public department, are fully detailed the measures we pursued throughout 
the discussion, in which it will be seen that our refusing to unload the ships until the 
Viceroy should officially rescind the objections he had made to Mr. Roberts’s holding 
the situation to which he had been appointed, finally succeeded in obtaining an official 
document, not altogether satisfactory, although we may hope it will be sufficient to 
prevent any attempt of a similar nature at a future period. 

27. By the publication of tbe Viceroy’s Edict of the 2d of December, we were 
Iiappily relieved from the necessity of taking into consideration the adoption of the 
measure proposed in Mr. Elphinstone’s Minute, of withdrawing the Honourable 
Company’s ships, for tlie purpose of more effectually representing what we had to 
complain of to the Government of Pekin. Carrying on an extensive commerce, 
sufficient to excite the rapacity of the officers of government, protected by no laws, 
but, on the contrary, such regulations as are made, so vague and undefined as to admit 
of any interference or interpretation that a corrupt and despotic government nray be 
disposed to give them, our only hope of preventing the recurrence of these attacks is by 
a firm and decided resistance. 

28. Although we cannot but regret the delay which was occasioned, we must observe, 
it appears to have prevented our being subject to many interferences we might otherwise 
have been exposed to. from the Hoppo. The very violent and arbitrary manner in 
which he commenced the functions of his office was sufficient to show what would 
liave been his conduct had he not been checked. From the time of our commencing 
unloading the ships no interference or interruption worthy of remark has been 
experienced. 
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((!.)--FIRST LIEUTENANT OF HIS MAJESTY’S SHIP TNDEFATKJABLK, ATTACKED 
WHILE ON SHOUE, AND SEVERELY ILL-TREATED BY THE CHINESE. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 10th January 1812, 

Par, 298. The particulars will be noticed by your Honourable Court on our pro- 
c*cedings of this season, of an appeal which wc had occasion to make to the justice of 
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near fhe anchorage at Chnnpee. 

290. It is satisfactoiy to be enabled to add, that in this iitstanoe^ hot on^ Peiy great 
readiness was shown by the officers of Government to attend to tOur eomploitit, but 
complete redress actuhlly obtained, the principal offender having boon sectlnred abd 
brought to Canton, and the giin recovered arid restored to the Captain' of Kis Majrety's 
ship Indefatigable. 


(7.)--RESPECTING TflE EMBARRASSED ClRCtlMSTANCES OF SOME OP THE HONG 
♦ MERCHANTS. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2d Maieh l2lS. ' 

Par., 2. We have noticed in this department the proceedings of the European 
creditors of the Hongs of Conseequa, Excbin, Manhop, Poonequa and Goqua, and 
the arrangements which they have made for the recovery of their debts; having for the 
chief object the equalizing the claims on these Merchants with respect to the interest, 
and from such funds as may arise to the Merchants in the course of their commercial 
transactions, an equal distribution will be made among the claimants. 

3 . This arrangement, which is equitable as far as the parties are concerned, will 
have the effect of relieving the Merchants from the pressing importunities of any of 
their European creditors. The alternative which was left at the option of the 
European cr^itors, was an application to the Chinese Government for the payment of 
their debts, which would have occasioned the bankruptcy of the Hongs, and much 
inconvenience and delay to the Honourable Company’f affairs would probably have 
arisen during the present season. The funds from whence these debts would be 
charged must be raised by the imposition of further duties on European Commerce. 
From the state of the commercial relations of other nations with China at present, the 
tax must have fallen heavily on the Company’s trade, under these circumstances we 
consider the arrangement to be the most beneficial for the Hotiourable Company’s 
affairs which could have been adopted, and consequently fully deserving every assistance 
which we may have it in our power to afford. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 31st March ISIS. 

Par. 10. Wg noticed in our proceedings in tins department a message which the 
Hoppo bad sent through Pinqua, relative to the re>^tablishment of (.'hunqua’s Hong, 
in the Honourtfole Company’s employment. On a visit which bis Exeelleriey lately 
paid at the Factory, he again introduced the subject, and requested that Chunqua might 
be readmitted; not altogether approving of this inteiforence, it was merdly olmrved in 

reply 








<^mit1%fa|d not ^ thill but 

w^O caxtMei %*ir;Oit4i ^otild be eomtaunieited to faui,£^U^<^*' ' v < 

Pi In the pfOseat circiimstaneee the tcadei together with;t)iefori|M^ri!ead«ct of 
Chunqua, we perhaps had no great cause to wish for a renewal of. intercparse; at the 
same Uote, from tbe anxiety which Chiinqoa has evinced to be again admitted to the 
Company’^ bnsinessy it may be fairly preaumed that he will he extremely cantiptu of 
taking any measures which laaydeseicve the reprehension of the Committee, and It is 
to be hoped tM h^ ^tore conduct will be such as to give no cause to regret our 
having acceded to his request; the proposition of business wliich we have allotted to 
Chnnqua is about two shares. 

12. With the exception of Pinqua, to whoih we have appropriated four shares, and 
of Mowqua, who has three, the proportions of the business allotted to the other Mer> 
chants are' (he same as before. The introduetion of Chuuquat>i.s provided for by tlie 
addition of two shares to the former number of twenty. 

18. The situation, however, of many of the Hong Merchants is such (l)cing eon,4ider- 
ably indebted to Europeans) that We do not consider it to be'advisable to adhere to a 
strict distribution of the business in the shares as here specified. • 

14. The profits arising from the trade which these Merchants may be enabled to 
carry on with Europeans, is the source from whence their debts are to be liquidated (un¬ 
less application is made to the Government, when their debts will be discharged by the 
body of the Hong Merchants from funds arising from the imposition of further duties on 
the foreign trade), consequently It becomes desirable to throw as large a proportion of 
business into the hands of the Merchants thus situated, as may be done consistent with 
the interests of the Honourable Company, and without detriment to the investment. 

16. The rpannerin which the contracts are now made, by the Tea Merchants commu¬ 
nicating to us their arrangements with the Hong Merchants, for whom we in fact be¬ 
come responsible, the necessary advances on the contracts being paid to the Tea Mer¬ 
chants from our treasury; and on the teas being weighed and received, the iong-ells for 
the amount remaining due being delivered at once from the Factoiy, the conMenceof 
the Tea Merchant and tlie credit of the Hong Merchant (as far as relates to die trans¬ 
action) is completely establislied,* and there appears no cause to apprehend that the teas 
will not prove to be equally good with those delivered by other Merchants. We have 
considered it therefore expedient to limit the division of the business in the shares speci¬ 
fied, to tlie amount of the teas actually required by the estimate, and to divide the fur¬ 
ther provision of Congo which it is advisable to contract for, among the Merchants, Con- 
seequo. Exchin, Manhop, Poonequa, and Goqua. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 22d February 1814. 

Pw. 167. Wb have at various times had the honour to detail to your Honourable 
Court the situation o| the in^ority of the Hong Merchants; their situation at the close 
of 1806-7 was that of complete^ insolvency. 
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; ,Ji|S3. , In the seasons iHiwe4i«,(t!^l(y fqllom^g, . their true sittiation became, jpiret sus¬ 
pected* and then fuIJy ascertained, .and on ^idieir credit fatlpig them ehp'rely, 
came exposed 10 all'the haTa«4ng imprtuniti^ and distress which, ivas to be expected 
would take place from their numerous creditors. , 

169. On the loss of their credit their commercial transactions becmne dwly more em¬ 
barrassed; that part of the Honourable Compmiy's investment which those, Metchants 
had to provide became injured in quality, and was obtained with difficulty sums 
required for duties, and which must be paid, were not forthcoming, and thd ruin of hve 
Hongs, tt 2 . Conseequa, Exchin, Manhop, Poonequa, and Goqua, appeared inevitable 

107. It then becomes a question for the consideration of the Committee, .whether., it 
was expedient for the interest of the Company and tlie trade generally that these Mer¬ 
chants should be allowed to fail, or by stepping forward to their assistance, exei^ons 
should 1)6 made to uph^d the Hongs,-and that such profits as might arise from thieir Com¬ 
mercial transactions should be applied to the liquidation of their debts. By the failure 
of so many Hongs, debts due to the Honourable Company and individuals, ainount- 
ing in the aggregate to nearly four millions, would have remained to he adjusted, such 
part as the Government might have thought proper to acknowledge would have been 
ordered to have been paid by the remaining Merchants, probably in ten years; who, in 
their turn, would have laid additional taxes on the foreign trade to meet the annual in¬ 
stalment. The loss together witli the serious injury which must have been entailed on 
the Company’s and foreign trade was obvious; and the Committee were of opinion that 
it was for the advantage of the interests more particularly committed to their charge, as 
Weil as to tile general ititerests of all parties concerned, that the Hongs should continue. 

171. In coining to this decision, the Committee could not but be aware of the many 
difficulties to be encountered, the trouble and responsibility which they were imposing 
on themselves to carry on trade with Merchants so situated, there remained &ut a choice 
of evils, and it was their duty to adopt what appeared least likely to injure the interests 
committed to their charge. 

172. Considerable difficulty was experienced at first in avoiding the payment of fees 
and donations to the officers of Government; . .these difficulties were immediately lessened 
by the mild and moderate conduct of the late Iloppo Te-ta Zin. 

173. On adopting the resolution to support the Merchants, the Cqmmittee considered 

it their duty to resist the application of the private creditors to be allowed a participation 
at once in any advantages that might arise from their transactions wiili the Merchant.s, 
conceiving that the Company bad full right to require that the profits arising from their 
transactions with these Merchants, should, in the first instance, be solely appropriated to 
the liquidation of their claims. On their amonnt being cleared off, it would remain for 
the C ommittee to afford any assistant in their power to private individuals. It may. be 
here proper to observe, that tiie conduct of the private creditors througliout merits tom- 
mendation, No measures were proposed to be adopted without a previous reference, to 
know how far such measures might be approved by the Committee., . , 

174. From the situation of tire Merchants it must be evident to your Honom^le 
Court, that they possessed no resources within themselves from whence their balaillies 
could be paid off, and that die lujuidation of their several debta to the Company could 
only be the work of several seasons. The payment of duties, the advance on Contras, 

and 
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' and all dtb<^ cfeair|^ Klive been made fmra our treasury ,* and hltingri aa your Honour- 
a1)Ie Court' should be done, reduced their respective apcounts with the Com- ot 

piany^ We are unable to concur in the remarlc of the 52d paragraph, under reply, that Grievances, Ac. 
the Merchants are in a much worse situation than they Were in 1809^10; ' On the con- 
tiW^, we are disposed to think iheircirdunistahces are much improved, their embarrassed 
situation being publicly knoWh, and they themselves are now fully aware that their re- Hong Merchants, 
e^abtishment depends entirely on theii’good conduct atid economy; and in addition to 
this, as far as the Company's investment is cohsidered, we have established such an inter- 
cpiirse and understanding with the Tea Merchants as greatly advances the credit of the 
Junior Merchants of the ftong, and will prove of essential benefit in our future transao 
tiops. 

its. With respect to the advances made on contracts, we believe that they do not 
exc^ what was customaiy in former periods. Interest equftl to one per cent, per 
month is charged on the sums so advanced, and consequently no loss can be said to arise. 

176. We have been under tlie necessity of making, in the present season, advances on 
the payment of duties, to prevent the failure of the Hong of Fatqua. Our dealings with 
that Merchant are not extensive, but w« hope by care and attention in his business, it will 
not be long before he clears his debt to the Honourable Company. 

177. Our utmost exertions are used to limit the amount of our advances to the Mer¬ 
chants: their indispensable demands mu.st be complied with; hut on the economy with 
which their affairs are transacted depends chiefly the success of the present plan adopted 
for the payment of their debts. 

178. We are unwilling to suppose that Goqua would have readily or on light grounds 
resorted to this measure, but at the same time, a certain pressure, arising from inability 
to pay his duties, which would endanger the Hong, might have proved too great to ve.sist 
the temptation of appropriating funds passing through his hands, and we trust your 
Honourable Court will deem this a sufficient reason for the apprehensions expressed, and 
the advance made. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMEFTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 16th January 1815. 

Par. 12. It is unnecessary for us to repeat the probable consequences of so many of 
the Merchants becoming bankrupts, and the heavy additional taxation that would fall on 
the trade, to enable these debts to be discharged. Our anxious endeavours have been 
constantly employed to give full efiect to the arrangement. 

13. We have met with difficulties proceeding, as we believe, from the jealousy of the 
Senior Merchants, and their desire to engross the European trade, these difficulties have 
been increased by a want of energy and conduct on the part of those Merchants whose 
Hongs we are endeavouring to sustain. We have only to rely on our own firmness and 
determhiaiion in resisting any attempt that may be made, and when the Senior Mer¬ 
chants are convinced that we are resolved to persevere in tlie arrangement, we may hope 
to be allowed to carry it on withont molestation. 


Extract 
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IXITRACT LETDER in the Public ddBlKJ^E 

? at Cemott’ to the Court dT'Dbisitfthi^' ^atelf'li^th 1815. 


Pan 88 . Wb have other occasipns so fully stated to 'your Bohoimtble Court UiU 
many and seriopa consequences to the Trade that must inevit^ldy emue from the faihlre 
of so many of the Hcmgs so deeply indebted, and whose debts would Ml on the Euro¬ 
pean ti^de. We will confine ourselves at present to the remark exiting 

circumstances, we consider the advances made to enable the Men^anta to disdmrge 
their duties to Government, and also tlse requisite advances to defray the disbursements 
of thdr respective Hongs, to be as necessary and expedient os any payments made to 
the Tea Merchants and others, in return for gcmds actually delivered; at the smne time 
we had a right to expect, that the officers of the Canton Government wOuld con^der 
the advances made in a liberal point of view, and refrain from unjust practices, 
especially when these more particularly afiected us; but from the officers of the Chmese 
Government we know, from experience, neither rectitude of conduct, or Kberality i«f 
sentiment can he esqxscted; when an officer enters on bis situafidn, his attention is not 
excited to a due and just performance of its dudes, but to the profUs that may accrue 
from it., 

69. The officer whose conduct has called forth the remark made by your Htmoar- 
able Court, was notwitixstanding, a mild and moderate man compared with his prede¬ 
cessors; and, although we experienced several vexatious interruptions, there was at all 
times a great readiness shown by the Hoppo Le to receive, discuss, and adjust any 
complaints we might have occa.sion to carry l>efore him', and, on the whole, we should 
be well pleased to see die office filled by him iq;ain. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Departroeot, from tlie SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated llth March 1815. 

Par. 12. We are wholly unaUe at the present moment to hazard an opinion as to 
what may be the Viceroy's codite 6f proceedin^;^ in regard to the Hongs of the Junior 
Merchants; we cannot but indulge a hope, that the more accurate information that we 
suppose he must have obtained, together with the obvious policy of permitting the Junior 
Merchants to «intinue, will operate on the decision of the Viceroy, in permitting their 
Hongs to continue as before. 

13. The question, as it relates to Sir George Staunton, we understand is considered 
to be completely set at rest, by the clear and UtrOng statement made by the Merchant^; 
the Viceroy, it is sakl, most fully coricurred in fhb tenor of the document, and that it 
was immediately transmitted to Pekrti; we cannot but hope that the Vicerpy’s views On 
the Other points connected with the foreign trade have under^^ne a favourajme change. 

14. We should greatly regret giving your Honourable Comndtfee {founds 
believing that the situation of the Honourable Company’s affairs and fnter^t iii pbiqa 
wm?e in a wore ffiVoutable state than is really the case; we have (ibr^dered it neoM^ 
therefore, to take the earliest o|iporianity of laying every document befdro your Ho¬ 
nourable 
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seiei}} tbf Attempts been made to 

ovenarn me pjrfSept s;^teppf t(i^ trade, the change that vaapr^^jjMed tphte established, 
the measure ii*« ^Vepur5ue(i in the hope of defeating the attempt and the danger that 
still tbreftteos the Honourable Compan/s interest, and the trade generally at Canton. 

4 $. The measure of suspending the commerdal intercourse (particularly should it be 
neoest^ryforany length of drae) is attended with such injurious effects, th^ nothing 
but the conviction that no other measttreis left for our adoption, in order to obtain Ifet^ 
bearance on the part trf the Chinese Government, can justify our resorting to it, and 
fortheeilca(^(^ the measure we depend only on die consequences that may be sup* 
posed will arise to the Chinese Government from so extensive a trade being suddenly 
interrupted. 

Hd. Your Honourable Committee will not fail to appreciate the difficulties experienced 
in conducting so extensive a trade, exciting the views and interests, and exposed to the 
intrigues of designing persona, protected by no laws or regulations, while the superior 
officers of the provincitd government are leagued with or assisting the parties acting 
against us. To resist such a combination the Committee alone can scarcely be expected 
to prove equal, and It will be for your Honourable Committee to determine on the 
measures best calculated to support and preserve ihe Honourable Company’s interest in 
China. 


(B.) 

Uedi«ss of 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 12th March 1815, 

Par. 38. We have lately been informed by Conseequa and the Junior Merchants that 
they are under considerable apprehensions, in consequence of Edicts which have been 
received from the Emperor and the Viceroy, relative to the foreign trade, and to their 
Hongs in particular. They stated that the Merchants indebted to foreigners are ordered 
to be removed. 

39. We requested that the documents might be put into our possession, which request 
the Merchants have declined compliance with, in consequence, as they have privately 
assured us, of the advice of the Hoppo. 

40 . By a second Imperial Edict, relative to tl)e foreign trade, we understand that the 
removing of such Merchants are ind(el)ted to foreigners is again mentioned, and we 
understand that the Emperor positively directs Fuankhequa to resume the situation of 
First Merchant. 

41. A measure so unjust, and so manifestly injurious to the interests of the foreign 
trade at Canton, as breaking the Merchants who are indebted to foreigners, and whose 
heavy debts must nece^arily fail on the trade in the shape of duties, we consider it to 
be onr bounden duty to oppose in every way in our power. 

42. From the experience we have of the conduct of the Government and the 
Merchants, during die last season and the present, whether proceeding from machina¬ 
tions of some among the Merchants, added to the want of exertion in others or the 
hostile and unfriendly disposition of the superior officers of tlie Canton government, it 

appears 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 9th April 1815. 


Par. 7. We have the pleasure to acquaint your HonouraHe (^burt, Puani^h^ua has 
resumed the situation of First Merchant, in obedience to the Imperial Decree. 

8. On our Consultations, under dale the Sd instant, your Honourable Court will 

find detailed the particulars of an interview we had with Puankhequa' and the other 
Merchants on tliat day, relative to the affairs of the Hongs that are indebted to Euro¬ 
peans. ^ , 

9. We have already acquainted your Honourable Court with the furious conse¬ 
quences which we apprehended would attend the removal of the Junior Merchants, and 
that we should consider it ourboutideh duty to resist .such a measure on the part of the 
officers of Government by every means in our power. 

10. We have the satisfaction to state, that we have since been informed by Pinqua, 
that the IIoppo has expressed himself to be fully aware of the embarrassment that would 
arise to the general trade of Canton, should the measures proposed be carried into effect, 
and that he has promised to use his utmost endeavours to obtain the Viceroy's concur¬ 
rence Co the support ttff. the Junior Hongs, on the return of that officer from the tour 
of inspection in which he is at present engaged. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, frbrn the SELECTCOMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 9th April 1816. 

Par. 4. On the 4tb instant vife had the satisfaction to hear through Pinqua, that the 
Hoppo had given him the strongest assurances of bis intentions to support the Junior 
Merchants, as fur as was in his power, and tliat he should spare no entreaties or argu¬ 
ments in inducing the Viceroy to concur. He proposed to avail himself of an early occa¬ 
sion after the Viceroy’s return to CanUm, as he is at present *d3fflent on a tour of inspec¬ 
tion. 

6. The assurances of the Hoppo, so strongly and unequivocaRy expressed, hpve had • 
the effect of removing, in great measure, the doubts that the varioui reports respectr 
ing the intentions of the Government towards the Junior Mercliaaii had excited ; aiid 
wc were in consequence enabled td assist tiie Junior Merchants in < tfiplt arrangeHMm** 
with their Eufopeaff creditors, by granting bills on the Honourablo «Conrt fpr. t jthe 
amount of the balances due to them, together with a further snm beyond the araopnt 
which we were actually indebted; and in consideration of all circtimstancea onr bills 
were drawn at a rate of 5«. fid, per dollar, payable in twelve montl». v 
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nemsafjr pifowarng the ipvestAiqlitdf'tfie ensoii^ and as the 

period ormafehg^the advances on the 'fwanktiys is arrived, onf contracts with the Mer¬ 
chants will be made immediately after the sailing of the Scaleby Castle. 


EXTBAQT LETTEE in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at eWinn to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated dOth April 1815, 

Par. A Ik compliance with the orders of this Government, Puan-khe-qua has taken 
charge dP hia Hong, Imping effected, through superior address with the Viceroy and 
oth^ of the officers of the Government, the complete exclusion of his brothers and 
other branches of his family, who before participated in the profits of the Hong. 

5. In eSmsideration ofPuan-khe>qua*s former situation, we proposed in our division 
of the business to. allot to him tlie proportion annually appropriated to the First Mer¬ 
chant, but, on our intentions being communicated, Puan-khe-qua declined doing busi¬ 
ness to this extent, on the plea of want of capital (unless we would assist him with ad¬ 
vances}, and further, that we must stipulate to pay up the amount of his teas at the 
close of the season. 

6. We must observe, that Pnan.khe-qua advanced another argument, which, could 
it 1)6 relied on, does him more credit, which was, that he was unwilling to interfere with 
our arrangements r^pet«ting the Junior Merchants, as by the extent of their dealings 
with us their circumstances and credit were cliiefly to be restored. 

7. Under the unusual stipulation of his account being paid oft at the close of the sea¬ 
son, and which we cannot possibly suppose, th^ I'aal state of his capital to warrant, to¬ 
gether with the obvious policy of assisting the Junior Merchants, the wishes expressed 
by Puan'^khe-qua to engage , in business with us on a more limited scale than we had 
proposed, were readily acceded to. 

,8. The conduct of Chunqua, in the opinion of the Committee, vras such as to n)ei‘it 
tlte eevereat marks of their displeasure; and an entire discontinuance of all commercial 
transactions between the Company and Chunqua would have been the proper return lor 
his unjustifiahie proceedings towards us. On the return of Puan-khe-qun, however, we 
did not feel altogether confident as to the line of conduct he might think it proper to 
pursue; and as Chnnqvia appeared to us to promise the best, if not the only check on 
Puan-khe-qua, should he propose to embarrass the trade with restrictions, we deemed it 
* rather polttie to eomt^ue our business with Chunqua- Accordingly we made contracts 
«%hhi!m-t0dltttipe.«xteiitaam thispi^sQn. , 

Alter thoieiqjerion^w had of Chunqua's,conduct, it is apparent that no 
relmnoe ean be placed on him, mid it will require a considerable period of service to re¬ 
move tlie uiifayourahle impressions tliat his conduct has given. We must hope that the 
sums of money that these intrigues cannot but oisl him, together with the failure of the 
ends prop<»ed,williiKluce him to see bis real interests, and urge liini to use such infiii 
ence as he may possess with the tefieers of Government in disposing them fovourahly to¬ 
wards that trade by which he benefits. 

3 S 
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.,, 10. . With the exception of a reduction from pinqu^f , .... , ^ , 

the Mcond Merchant in our divt^ioii hiisin^^ th^ MrUm^m 

was the same as in this season. • ^ '' ■' ■■'- ’ ' 

n. We are still unable to speak decidej^ly of the yic^jrVJplhButii^S^ 

Junior Merchants. Since his return to Canton w* under|tap|i he h^ expressed his in 
tention of making inquiries into the state of the Merchants' accounts with forei^ers; 
but we believe he cannot but be now fully aware of the impolite of rar^ili^ l^^rmer 
intentions of removing these Hongs into effect. , ^ 

12. In the course of the communications which have passed oh this suqwii, we have 
had opportunities of hearing indirectly that the principal officer^ of the Canton Govern¬ 
ment, as well as the Hoppo, were fully aware of the e]|;pe4iepcy of ^ Gpveramentjnot 
interfering with the Hong Merchants. The question, Wwever, app^rs to r^t enjdrely 
with the Viceroy to decide, and it is much to be regretted that the pi^urapHpu anij ob¬ 
stinacy of his character is unfortunately such as to leave the (]^ue8tion still in doubt 

13. We are unwilling to anticipate evils, but in tlie event of the Jmiipr Merchants 
being removed, the strongest appeal against the Viceroy’s injustice withe r^uired from 
us; and we should hope a subject of such importance could not fail to excite the atten¬ 
tion of the Imperial Government of Tekin, where we must furtlier hope the conduct of 
the Viceroy towards us, in Uiis and in the preceding season, would meet with severe 
censure. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELEliT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 12th October f8iS. 

Par. 25. We have much satisfaction in acquainting your Hbnourable Court, that the 
question relating to the continuance of the Hongs of the Junior Metdhants is considered 
as being finally settled, the Viceroy having made such a report to Pekin, as will ensure 
a favourable reply from the Imperial Government; and webeglo offer our congratula¬ 
tions on an arrangement effected in opposition to great and jseculiar dMeulties, land of 
the most material importance to the British cbmmercial interests generally at this p6rl. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the &6ret Department, frdlh the SELECT COMMHTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 3d December ISlli. 

Par. 7. W« have transferred to mir Publie Departmettt the ieveral dodtoan^s ii»d 
our proceedings on the question of the continuance of the H<mgs of die Jtfidor 
chants, and as far as we can judge from appearances at present, we believe we may con¬ 
gratulate your Honourable Committee on the favourable termination of that highly im¬ 
portant question. 


Extract 




in Depwtpaen^ fnm die ,0 'lM'T ci^iS^J^iTTEE 

at Canton to the Honourabie Court of Directors) dated 12th, January 1816, 


Piifr i48. TiHE ajpjprbbadon that your ifetbhourable Court have been to ex¬ 

press of the measures adopled, ail'd ophe arrangements made to enable the Junior Mer¬ 
chant^ to carry on their business, adords us the highest sadtfaction. , _ 

144. have <m former bccasidns so Rilly submitted our sentiments on this subjdbt 
to your Honourable Court’s consideration, that it is scarcely necessary for us here to to- 
peat, tbait the con&uance ’birtbc llongs in question we condder to be of the greatest im¬ 
portance, riot only to the interests of the Honourable Company, but to the foreign 
trade generally, *We hope that hb circumstances will be permitted to occasion any ma¬ 
terial interferehce'dr interruption iti the arrangements at present existing for the extri- 
catido of the Junior Merchohts from their emlmrrassraents. 

145. Our discussion with the Chinese Government during the last, and at the com¬ 
mencement of the present season, having been already transmitted, your Honourable 
Court will have bedh enabled to judge bow powerfully the present system for the conti¬ 
nuance of the Junior Merdiants in business was assailed, first by the provincial officers, 
and afterwards with the authority of the Pekin Government. 

146. From the tenor of our communications during the last season, your Honour¬ 
able Court will have observed that we considered the discussions in which we were 
involved not only during that period, but also in the year preceding (when the question 
relative to Mr. Roberts was agitated), to have had their origin in apian for the removal 
of the Junior Merchants, when the arrangements made for theur extrication from their 
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embarrassments must necessarily have ceased, 

147. The project to effect the removal of the Junior Merchants was very deeply laid, 
and veiy powerfully assisted^ first by the superior provincial officers, and subsequently 
by the Imperial authority j-and we Wiev^ from what has since occun*ed, that nothing 
but the superior officers of Government becoming convinced that the removal of the 
Junior Merehants would be followed by the suspension of the foreign trade, preseiwed 
tl)dm from being declared bankrupts, and sent into banishment. 

148. On our Public Proceedings, under date the 1st December, the official reply 
of Uie Viceroy and Fooyuen to the Emperor on this subject is entered; this document, 
we are informed, may be considered conclusive as to the continuance of the Hongs of 
the Junior Merchants, and we hope that they are not likely to be again disturbed. 

149. Under % conviction that it is of the highest importance to the interest of the 
Honourable Company that the Junior Merchants should be extricated from their em- 
barrassed situation, we shall not fail to consider it our special duty to afford eveiy pos¬ 
sible assUtance in forwarding so desirable a measure, and in giving effect to such ar- 
rai^ments as toe trusteeir may have in view for that purpose. 


3S2 


Extra(.t 
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at Carlton to the Honourable Court of lMrectiora> diatod 2$d Eebriurty 181®. 


Par. n. Your Honoumble CoinTOittee will see wkbrdedofl-oarT^ibltc GonBuiiatHWis. 

a translation of the Imperial Edict in favour of the Junior MOitbaiJt% idadl we trust 
may be considered conclusive of their future stability^ 

12. Our faith in this document, together with a conviction that the gening,inter^ts 
of the trade require us to give every possible effect to the instructions of the Honour¬ 
able Court in favour of supporting the credit of the Junior Merchants^ have induced uS 
to give them the aid of the Honourable Company this season towards the dischar^ of 
another instalment of their debt to their European Oi-editors, although tlie laige arrear 
due by tlicm for the amount of the duties advanced by Pinqua and others, upon the 
Company’s security, might otherwise seem to demand our prior and exclusive attenUoii 
for its liquidation. 

IS. But we have considered it our duty on no account to allow the favourable effect 
upon their credit, arising from the late Imperial Edict, to be countefacted by the dis¬ 
couraging circumstance immediately following, of their total failure in respect to a pre¬ 
sent dividend, and which failure might have the effecl^ of reviving, iu the minds of im¬ 
patient and ill-judging individuals, a wish to resort to other more summary modes of 
obtaining, or of at least applying for justice against the Hong Merchants, and Whose 
flTects, whatever they might be to the creditora themselves, we know would be decidedly 
and unequivocally pernicious to the interests of the Honourable Company, 

14'. The arrear for the amount of duties we fear we shall iind.|to l)e at^g^nented by the 
further sum of about 100,000 tales, wbioli Pinqua lias informed, us, with some d^;ree of 
mystery, is the probable anioant of the sacrifice they have ulUaietely to make to the 
officers of this Provincial Government (as alluded to in our Seiwet Consultations of the 
early part of this season), for their assistance in averting the destruction which himgover 
them. • , 'i', 

15. We have only to hope that the increaid^g credit and respectability these Mer¬ 
chants, will enable them to carry on their business so ,suceessfully, as to admH; of thejr 
setting apart a sum out of their profits, adequate botli to the dist^rge of their European 
debt, and the portion of the Chinese (^bt guaranteed as aboire by Company, within 
a reasonable period. ,. - 


extract letter ai the Public Beftertiront, to toe select COMMHTEE ' 
at Canton to toe Horioffrtfciki <Mri of l^th Jitoui*^ 

' . . ' r‘ ‘’‘i' 

Par. 21. In our Public Consultations, under date 5th Januaiy, your Hononrable 
Court will observe a letter and enclosure from Mr. Jardine^ acting as trustee in behalf 
of the creditors of Chunqua’s Hong. 

22. These claims have been in abeyance for nearly two years j and as it appears that 
toe creditors were now quite hopeless of obtaining any redress or justice, excepting 

through 
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tb|^^ posiess with the Chioes^ OgmsiHent, tiieyap. 

^ lilt we havl^tkioadered it 

our dul^ th effijWJ them. v ^ v. ^ 

SS8.: leave to ref^ your Honoursb^ Court to oar Public ConsultetitHHi^ under 

the dau^ noted in the rnwgiU)^ for tbe detail of tlie negodations we have entered on 
with the Government; and the statements made by tbe Hong Merchants on thisaubject. 
Wi^ireh^ppy to st^ that we have been so far successful as to obtain an acknowledge 
mentpf tbe Justice of d^e claimS} and that the Cobonghold themselves responsible ibt 
the di^hai^e of die debt* We have also obtained a positive pledge from the MeiV 
chants, that two lacs of dpHara shall be paid before the new year, and a third lac during 
tbe 4th moon of the misuing year, being the proceeds of the disposal of a part of 
Chunquas property. 
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(8.)-ATTfiMPT OP THE CHINESE TO ESTABLISH A COHONG. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Cantpn to the Court of Directors, dated 23d February 1814. 


Par. 275. In our proceedings, os stated in the margin,t your Honourable Court 
will observe the attempt that was made in the early part of the Season to establish 
Cohong Regulations, and the smps taken by the Committee. 

276. ImmediaiB application was made to the Merchants and Hoppo, from whom we 
received the strongest assurance, diat as far as Europeans were concerned, nothing was 
intended; the latter asserting, ^at it was merely for the purpose of insuring tbe pay¬ 
ment of tbe Imperial duti^ and the Merchants that the regulations existed merely in 
form. 

p77. How far these asserdotis may be relied on, remains to be proved. Hitherto the 
form of affixing a value on tlie goods is all that has been attempted; nor has it had the 
effect of prevendng higher duties being given the day following; and it may be further 
observed, that Pinqua, who, as director, established 13t 7tn., as the price for the Com¬ 
pany’s cotton, subsequently purchased it at 14 tales per pecuL 

278. If the establishment of a Cohong system was to be seriously attempted, it would 
become die duty of all trading to this port firmly and decidedly to resist; much delay 
"and inoNiveiyienQB mig^t arise from the discussionat the same dme there appears good 
grounds to believ^. a spited and well conducted resistance would uldmately prove 
successful. 

. Extract 


Atteiupl to 
establish a Coliniig, 


* JsDimrr 5, 6; 12; lA, %!. 


* ' ’ • t June IS, 28 j July 17} and August 4, 5. 
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EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT ^MMITTEE at Cfinto^ fp 'thc ^ret 
Cotiiinittec of the CoafC da't^ is^d February 1814. 

Par. 22. We have recorded? under these dates^^ eoine Communications made to us 
relative to the establishing the Cohong ^stetn. 

23. The Merchants most positively deny all knowledge of thp propositioh havlhg been 
made, and at the. same time expre^ th^r dedded c^Jections to the ©smMishm^ this 
•system; how far they are sincere it is impossible to say; but we have Httle to ^end 
on either their libenality or their judgment? for if they posses^tl either, the attempt 
would he ckcidedly discounted, as the ultimate min of die trade must be the result of 
the establidiing such a system. 

24. For the present we are disposed to believe diat it is merely a ibiin gone thmugh 
of affixing a price on ali goods at die Consoo house- Should the attempt be seriotisly 
made to establish the system, it will require the firm and decided refusal, on the part of 
Europeans, to trade till these regulatkms are rescinded; and if properly pursued, this 
mode of resistance will doubtless prove successful, although considerable delay may be 
the consequence. 


EXTRACT LETTER in. the Secret Department, from the PRESIDENT of the 
SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the C^hairraan of the Court of Directors, 
dated 23d February 1815. . , j 

Par. 2. On the llth L received privately a copy of an Imperial Edict from Pekin 
respecting the foreign trade. A translation of this document I consider it proper to trans- 
niit to you by the earliest conveyance that offers. 

3. This document confirms die apprehensions entertained by the Select Committee, 
that in theproceedings of the Canton Government, particularly in the months of Sep¬ 
tember and October lost, some attempts wert meditated against the privileges allowed to 
the foreign trade, by the establishing the Cohong; and in order the more effectually to 
carry this point, the ruin and removal of some of the Junior Merdiants, who might be 
disposed to a^ist us in resisting the project, was in eontemplatibn. 

4. By the measures of resistance adopted by the CommittM, the attempt appears to 
have b^n defeated for the time, as the officers of the Canton Government found them¬ 
selves placed in too delicate a situaUon, (the prospect of the foreign trade being com¬ 
pletely interrupted), to persevere on their own authority. The instigators of these 
attempts were therefore obliged to lotdt for further aaistahce, and, by a coarse 0^" 
intrigues, it would appear that they have succeeded in gaining the imperial sanction; 
evidently, however, by imposing fidse statements on his Majesty. 

6. From a perusal of the document it will at onCe appear that the complaint of an 
tow^ual diftrdtUion of the Company*8 banness must come from one of the senior mer¬ 
chants. 
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dijllits. Ulil^’td;g^'by l^ebftliese} acif^nutiUiceH eadrelyoBt of tSe concerns of 
the officers df^^vefoment could not have been thought of; indeed, the whole of the 
contents of this document wben< weeonneotthem with the occurrences of this I 08 soi)i; as 
also of the last (namely, the order to establi^i the Cohong system in and 

the discussions respecting Mr. Roberts), all tend to confirm me in the belief thiot 
measures originate either with Pinquaor Chitnqua, for Mowqua appears to stand 
pletely aqnitted. 

6. The little cordiality shown by Pinqna generally towards the English, and an 
equally strong bias towards the Americans, with whom he has many concerns, and 
whose ships are loaded on his own account, might induce suspicions to be attached to 
him; but ^en again im general conduct in supporting the Junior Merchants, by assisting 
them in arranging their contracts, his becoming security for, or in advancing their duties; 
and his arguments to me have invariably, when the situation of these merchants was dis> 
cussed, been in favour of their being supported. These circumstances, combined with his 
known dislike to any intercourse with the officers of his government, strongly concur in 
inducing the Committee to exculpate Pinqua; while, from every concurring information 
and circumstance, there appears to be equally strong and sufficient reasons for fixing 
the measure on Chunqua. 

7. The official edicts respecting native servants, the seizure of the linguist Ayeu, the 
fomenting the irritation of the government, inconsequence of the supposed continued 
aggressions on Chinese neutrality by His Majesty's ship Doris, had for their object the 
involvinglhe Committee in a serious discussion with the Government, in which it was 
no doubt fully expected that the Committee would have been intimidated into submission 
and compliance with any measures that might have been resolved on by the Canton 
Government. These measures would have been the ruin and removal of several of 
the junior Hongs, and the establishment of the Cohong system, of whicli, from his 
influence, Chunqua would have become the sole director. By effecting the removal of 
the other merchants, a larger proportion of the foreign and Company’s trade would have 
fallen to his share, whilst he jmssessed the nlsans and authority to affix die prices of all 
commodities. 

8. On the trade being suspended by order of the Viceroy, in September, had the 
Committee proceeded to request the government to withdraw its prohibitions, or had any 
anxiety been expressed on the subject, tlie price of loading the ships would have been 
the completion of Cbunqna’s views. Finding, however, that tlie Committee took such 
decided measures, and that they also refused to trade, tiie Viceroy and Canton govern¬ 
ment became alarmed as to the consequences to themselves, and were therefore nnwil- 
ling to proceed, and accordingly the arrangement with Sir George Staunton was 
effected 

9. From the information that I have been enabled to collect, it appears that the 
Viceroy and superior officers of the Canton Government were by no means aware of 
being (as they were in &ct), tools in. the hands of Chunqua, or were they made acquainted 
with the precise objects he had in view. Living entirely removed from all intercourse 
with foreigners, the superior officers of the Government are generally very ignorant 
re-specting foreign trade, and are miablad to form but very im{)erfect ideas of the 
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chiffMter and conduct of the Honourable ibompahy*«'wPvaftts; benee, by g4lnini|^ “tHe 
Heclr ^ of pewons about the superiw officers, whether relatives, clerks, or domestics, Ghunqua is 

r iriovanws, &c. enabled to give a bias on the occurrence of any a^rj and bn tills tbeir officers ground 

—“ tbeir proceedings. 

Attempt to ^ ly jjjg jgaQj. Qf the document, os it relates to an inquiiy into the debts owing 
t^iaiihia ,oiong. Junior Merchants, proposing their removal, and future regulations for the 

trade, it will he obvious that it is of most serious import to the interests of tlie 
Honourable Company in China. If these orders are carried into eiiect, and the 
Merchants are declared bankrupts, their debts, to the amount nearly of 4,000,000 of 
dollars, would remain to be levied from the trade in the shape of Consoo charges. A 
circumstance, in my opinion, not more to be dreaded than that the trade should fall 
under the exclusive management of one or even two Merchants. To preserve the trade 
from this most serious injury, it will require every exertion that the Committee have it 
in their power to make, by firmly resisting, or in other words, by suspending the trade, 
should the Merchants be threatened, and at the same time to endeavour to impress on 
the Viceroy the serious consequences that will follow. 

11. The personal attack on Sir George Staunton may almost be considered 
unworthy of notice. It proves that no measures will be left untried to carry their 
point. It was expected (as it was no. doubt, when the objections to Mr. Roberts were 
revived), that this personal attack would have the effect of intimidating, and operate 
in preventing any resistance on the part of the Committee, from an apprehension 
of personal Ipss and inconvenience to themselves. Tl»e Committee can only rely on the 
confidence and support lo be given them by the Honourable Court of Directors; for 
unless they shrink from the discharge of their duty, and surrender the conduct of their 
affairs to the management of Chunqua, they must be prepared to expect that these 
personal attacks will be repeated. There is in feet no charge, of whatever nature it 
may be, whether of treason against the State, or a violation of the laws and regu¬ 
lations of the Empire, that Chunqua may not procure to be alleged against any 
Member of the Committee; and with the same facility, by means of the bamboo or 
torture, any number of witnesses may be brought forward to attest the truth of the 
accusation. 

12. It is impossible for me, at present, to say what measures the Government may 
pursue in consequence of this Edict, or whether farther orders may be received from 
Pekin. 1 am unable, therefore, to state what measures the Committee may be called 
on to adopt to defeat their project. I chiefly rely on the conviction with which I 
trust the Government and the Merchants are impressed, that the Committee will not 
submit to the proposed regulations; and the attempt to carry them into effect will be 
the ruin of the trade. 

13. The serious consequences that may be expected to follow the suspension 
of the foreign trade have, I understand, been already brought to the consideration 
of the Viceroy and superior officers of the Provincial Government. The number 
of peitions of various descriptions that would be deprived of employment and 
exposed to want, would soon become discontented, insurrections and disturbances, 
bands of robbers»by land, and pirates by water, would be the consequence, and 
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ii. From the corntnunicatioDs that, haye been made to the fibnotirable the 
Secret Cominittee, more particularly in the last and present season, the anxious 
an4 .,dji#ijcult situation in which the Select Committee are placed' cahnot 6il to 
i^ppear< It will be seen that the extensive trade carried on, sufficient to excite 
the views and designs ol* interested persons, is wholly unprotected by any laws or 
regulations. From the systematic corruption and venality of the officers of Govern- 
menj^ those who should be the protectors of the trade arc found to be leagued 
against it. It will he seen' that little or no assistance is to be derived from the 
other Hong Merchants, who scarcely can be depended on for even communicating 
what occurs, The. Committee have therefore only to rely on their judgment to 
decide on, and their firmness to persevere in, the measures they may adopt to pre¬ 
vent the injury that the trade is threatened with; as their representations and 
remonstrances are eitlier rejected or not attended to, there remains no alternative 
to obtain a hearing or redress, than suspending the trade they arc appointed to 
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carry on, 

15. The disadvantages that the Committee labour under in being compelled to resort 
to this extreme measure, are obvious. The injury and the loss that must necessarily 
attend an interruption to tlie trade, cannot but strongly induce a disposition to question 
the expediency or the necessity for the measure. Many points may induce a discussion 
with the Government, that may at first sight appear trivial; while to those more 
experienced, and more iuliraatcly acquainted wiili the character and conduct of the 
officers of the Chinese Government, are known to involve most important consequences. 
It may be furtlier noticed, that the Chinese officers of Government, habituated in deceit 
and ini.sre.presentatioii, assume a plausible and specious mode of reasoning, tiiat it is 
calculated to mislead those vfho have to judge at a distance. We rely with confidence 
on the discernment and on tlie indulgence of the Honourable Court of Directors, at the 
same time, from the consideratlbus here adverted to, however the Committee may feel 
satisfied, and know that they are duly discharging the duties of the important trust 
reposed in them, cannot fail to excite a degree of anxiety as to the future decision that 
is to be passed upon their conduct. 

16. In the situation in whicli the trade i.s placed, it is liable to be interrupted at the 
caprice of an individual; and should the Viceroy for the time chance to be rather more 
ignorant, and at the same time more violent in dis|)osition than his predeces.sors, a com¬ 
plete interruption to the trade mu.st inevitably ensue. 

17. There appears to be no mode so likely to prevent these injurious consequences 
as that of establishing a direct and frequent communication between the two Govern¬ 
ments. Missions on a far more moderiatc scale Jjpn the former Emlmssy may prove 
fully as efficacious. No particular act or appearance of favour, or concession, need be 
expected from the Chinese Government. The beneficial effects will be in placing the 
British nation on a more respectable footing with respect to China; and their frequent 
communications, independent of the superior advanmge an Embassy will now possess 
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of Ea^ish ihterpp^ei^ will prove to tlie '^ovini^.Amhodtiet th^ 
be conveyed to Pekin. 

1 have the bononr to r^ain, Honoondble .< . 

Yonr inott iMientban^ servent^ 

(%ned) , h 


Canton, 28d Peferiiaiy 1815. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 11th March 1815. 

Par. 4. We have die hoifour to forward by the Cambridge a copy of oar proceedings 
in this Department since the departure of the Earl Spencer, to which we beg to refer 
your Honourable Committee for the detail of the important documents issued by die 
Chinese Government respecting the Foreign Trade, together widi oar sentiments 
thereon. 

5. By the Russian ship Henry, our President had the honour to forward, addressed 
to the Honourable the Chairman, a copy of the Edict received from Pekin, recorded 
in our diary under date the 11th February. 

6. Since that date we have obtained the copy of an Imperial Edict, being in reply to 
the statement made by the Viceroy from Canton on the 30th November, wherein certain 
regulations for the Foreign Trade were proposed, the documents are recorded under 
date the 3d March. 

7. In our consultations of the 11th February and 3d March, we have endeavoured to 
trace and to explfun the causes that have excited the Chinese Government to the 
measures they have adopted in the last and in this season, it will appear that the 
influence and the intrigues of Chunqna, combined with the want of firmness, and in 
the case of the discussion re.specting His Majesty’s ships, a want of inclination on the 
part of Pinqiin, may be considered as the sources from whence our serious differences 
have proceeded 

8. In consequence of the resistance made to the measures of the Canton Government 
in October and November, and the arrangements they were induced to accede to with 
Sir George Staunton, Chunqua may be considered to have failed at that time in 
establishing what he had in view, namely the removal of some of the Merchants, in 
order that he might iiave a larger proportion of the trade, and the establishment of 
the Cohong system in order that he might conduct that trade as it best suited tC his 
purposes. 

9. Determined, however, on making further attempts, he appears to have obtahied 
by his influence a communication made to his Imperial Majesty, whereby mis¬ 
representation as to the state and conduct of the Foreign State, certain precautionary 
regulations were expected to be directed, as would be suited to his views; and in order 
to secure compliance on the part of the Committee, the personal attack, and charges 
alleged respecting Sir George Staunton, appear to have been brought forward; these, 
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wiswmthg parptm iof mtimd»£w$ and of deter¬ 
ring any servant of the Honourable Company from disputing his wishes. 

10 . As fiiP as the ri^htddns respet^ing the Foreign Trade go, it would seem that 
there is a sii^htr emneidenee in the report made by the Viceroy and that made through 
the -Infitience hf Chunqqa. The report respecting Sir George Staunton is alto¬ 
gether without the knowledge of the Viceroy, while the recal of Puankheqna to o^ciate 
as head Hong Merchant is known to be wholly independent of Cluitiqtta, as in fact no 
measure could more completely check his view and designs than the return of Puank- 
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11. How far the yiceroy end Fooyuen acted under Chimqua’s influence is therefore 
uncertain; or whether it still continues to operate and direct their decisions, under the 
CtrCumstances in which the Foreign Trade is placed, vis. a Mei'chant possessing the 
extrawdiDary talents for intrigue, and the influence that Cbunqua appears to possess, 
the extraordinary state of alarm and irritation that the distracted state of the empire 
seems to have occasioned to the Imperial Government^ while at the same time the 
provincial authorities seem to be particularly ill-disposed, the return of a person of 
Puankhequa’s character and firmness may be expected to be attended with beneficial 
edicts. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
of Supracargoes at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 26th March 
1817. 

Par. 13. The judicious measures adopted by our predecessors to check the Senior 
Merchants in their endeavours to establish the Cohong system, we hope lutve had their 
due effect, at least there does not appear any outward or public wish to continue Uic 
attempt. Hie formal observances are still continued, and the three Merchants are 
only admitted to tite Viceroy’s presence; but we are inclined to believe our firm 
resistance to this measure is so weU understood that no serious attempt will be made. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from tlie SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 19ih March 1825, 

Par. 40. Ih discussions with the provincial officers we have always evinced to the 
Hong Merchants our sense of the impropriety of conducting any public business to 
which every Hong Merchtmt is not a party; the only way we possessed of demonstrating 
oor opposition to, the formation of a Cohong wa^by always insisting on tlie attendance 
of all the Merchants when the two Senior Merchants presented themselves with letters 
or commnnications with the Government. 

4l. It is long since the e-slablishraent of a Cohong for commercial purposes was 
directed by the Provincial Government; nor are we aware of any attempt op the pan 
of the Senior Merchants to control the proceedings of their junior colleagues, or the 
existence of other influence than that which Pinqua naturally derives from the obJiga- 
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42. Frou) the division of interests whiteh now figists iifaofi^ the Senior Merchants, 

there is little dread of any injtrry being derived to the cotnth^'sd interest of the 
Company by their eoaiition. Chunqua and Pinqua may rhther be Jobbed njpon as 
contending rivals than be dreaded for tlie establishment of a co^^tihity ^ proceedings. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Separate Department, from the SELECT COM¬ 
MITTEE at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated SStfa January 1830. 

Part of Par. T The forfeiture of the pledge given to foreigners by die Viceroy, that 
the elder Chunqua should be caused to return to Canton, is greatly destructive of confi¬ 
dence in the promises of the Government. Without entering into discussion upon the 
probable causes of sUch inconsistent acts, we could only come to the (fbeision that the 
Cohong system would be thereby established, which, by placing the trade under the 
immediate control of the local government, facilitates their views of private emednm^t, 
imposes fixed prices upon import and export commodities, and, by destroying importation, 
thmws the wh<Je weight of government extortions u|xm the Tea Trade of the Honourable 
Company. 

Par. 8. The present state of the Hong appears to afford a tempting oppOTtunity for 
the introduction of the system to which we allude. At the head is Howqua,.a Merchant 
of great mercantile talent and property, estimated to be of large value, but which,„united 
with the natural timidity of his disposition, renders him an easy prey to the avarice of tlie 
local officers. Fuankhequo, though supposed to possess a considerable proprly, cannot 
compete in trade with Howqua, and has always confined his dealings within fixed limits, 
conducting them in confonhity with the views of the Senior Merchants. Mowqua, long 
a debtor of Howqua's, has lately increased his obligations to inmnitaiu the very existence 
of his Hong. At the time that this subject was under our consideration the Hong of 
Chunqua was necessarily deemed to be extinct. The respectability of the Hong uf 
Goqua depaids Ujwn the life of a relation of the Merchant, now rendered exceedingly 
precarious by age tmd sickness. It owetl its restoration from banl^ptcy in 1814 to a 
loan from Howqua, and mce that time has paid submissive deference to. the will pf that 
Merchant. The Hongs of Kinqua and Fatqua cannot be viewed, c^m^roially spealung, 
as of indept'ndent cbatacter. 

9. From the foregoing conaderations, it results tliat Ilfowqua exercises unlimif^ 
power over the interests ttf the whole foreign trade, while he is hphseif as imy|u.djato| y 
subject to the control of the Gd'remihent. The estobliehment of the Oohopg systpm 
virtually effected, and it has been latelyaaxemj^ified in die case of the iAmericmi teatara^e, 
the circumstances of which are as follows; 

10. Upon the suspension of our trade this season, tlie American Merchants, encouraged 
by the prosi^t of being Uie sole purchasers of tea in the market, combined to reduce the 
price of that commodity below the standard of last year. This combinatiwi was for some 
time steadily adhered to, but was finally overruled by the influence of Howqua, ami 
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Mercliants compelled to submit to this increased appreciation, which in gome 

kinds of tea has amounted to pigjbt tales per cent. 

n. A desire to destroy competition in trade has long characterized the policy of the 
Chinese Government. It was counteracted by tlie firm resi.stance of Mr, JBlphitistone, 
Presideht, with his colleagues the members of the Select Committee, in the year ISI4; 
and the good elfects of that decisive stand have extended up to the present time. The 
Hongs of Chunqua and Manhop have of late years been principally instrumental in main¬ 
taining competition of prices, and we viewed with sincere regret a door opened for the 
introduction of the restrictive system, by the insolvency of the two Hongs above- 
mentioned. 

12. It is unnecessary to point out to your Honourable Court the ruinous prospect 
threaten^ to commerce by the exeban^ of commodities at fixed prices dictated by one 
party. Competition must ever be deemed the source of spirit and energy in trade; when 
withdrawn, a gradual decline will ensue in all countries, but especially when, as in this, 
it is accelerated by the rapacity of a local government indifferent to every thing but tem¬ 
porary advantage to themselves. 

13. We have dreaded the approach of tliis alarming condition of affairs through the 
whole progi'ess of our proceedings, and we view the prevention of it as of greater impor¬ 
tance than the other subjects which we have brought to the notice of the Government 
unitedly. Our suggestions of improvement of systen), and our claims for the redress of 
grievances, have indeed all been founded upon the principle of averting this great and 
impending evil, the precursor of the total annihilation of the trade. But if the Chinese 
Government would have replaced affairs in such a state as to remove these apprehensions, 
by the restoration of the Hong of Chunqua, and the establishment of new Hongs of 
respectability and property, even to a limited number, we should have been induced to 
wave other considerations. We beg to explain distinctly to your Honourable Court, that 
OUT proposals of reformation were founded upon the fact, which was acknowledged by the 
Government itself, that natives of substance would not engage in the foreign trade under 
the old system. We have never wished to force a commercial code upon the Chinese 
authorities, at varimice with the regulations of the Empire, but considered it incumbent 
to point out impediments, when the plea of impracticability was urged in defence of our 
non-compUance with the positive commands of the Court of Pekin. 

14. Swing that the evil which we had dreaded at the commencment and through the 
progress of this discussion, the introduction of the Cohong system, could no longer be 
viewed as a matter of doubt and speculation, but had actually been put in force, we turned 
our attentkm to the eiveumstances under which we could renew commercial transactions, 
subject to tile baneful influence of its action, and endeavou^red to form an estimate of the 
probable success of our endeavours to resist it. 
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Emkmy. eXTHACT LETT^IR i» thfl $ecretDepartment, from the SELECT jCOMM 

at Macao to the Secret Committee of the Court of Director*, dated 6th June 1816L 

Par. 4. His Majesty’s ship Orlando having put us in possession of yoUr Honourable 
Court’s Instructions of the I5th and 26th September and 4th October 1816, and the 
intelligence of the intended Mission having almost immediately after begun to circulate 
among the Portuguese at this Settlement, upon the receipt of their new^pera by their 
ships from Bengal, we were sensible that not a moment was to be lost in anticipating the 
effects of false and tmauthenticated reports, by a full and ofHdal communication on the 
subject to the local government. 

6. On the 28th ultimo, we ac<Hjrdingly addressed his Excellency the Pooyuen (who is 
the acting Viceroy) on this important subject, and transmitted our despatch express to 
Canton under cover to the Hong Merchants. We have since had the satisfaction to learn 
from two Hong Merchants, who were ordered to proceed to Macao by the Pooyuen, 
that his Excellency 1ms opened and read our address, and has engaged to forward a 
desjmtch oh the subject express to Pekin, the moment he has received our replies to cer¬ 
tain queries of no material importance, which were received on the 8d instant, and the 
answers tiansmitted by us to Canton to Sir Theophilus Metcalfe the same evening. 

G. Sir Theophilus Metcalfe returned to his station from Bengal, and took his sent as 
second memlmr of this Committee, on the SOth ultimo.' On the same day, the arrival of 
the Honourable Company’s sliip Thomas Grenville put us in possession of the letter from 
the Earl of Buckinghamshire to the Viceroy; and Sir George Staunton feeling it his duty 
to await at Macao the arrival of his Excellency the Ambassador, Sir Theophilus Metcalfe 
readily offered his services to proceed to Canton in execution of the instructions received 
on this subject from your Honourable Committee. He left Macao in a chop boat on the 
1st, accompanied by Mr. Morrison, Mr. Danicll, and Captain Clavell, of his Majesty’s 
ship Orlando, and we are in hourly expectation of some account of the opening of the 
business of his mission. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Deimrtraent, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Macao to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 7th July 1816. 

Par. 1. We liad last the honourll^ddrcss your Honourable Committee in this depart- 
inent on the 1st of June, by the American ship Beverley, and have now the honour to 
forward a duplicate of the same. 

2. In our jwstscript to that letter we informed your Honourable Committee that neces- 
tary arrangements had l)een made at Canton for presenting the letter from the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Buckinghamshire; we have now to congratulate your Honourable 
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Committee on the mdiness shown by the Fooyuen (acting as Vicelroy) to receive this 
cmnaiuaicatioD, and the letter wits placed in his bands by Bir Theophilus Metcalfe, within 
four-and-twenty hours after his arrival at Canton. A requisition was made by Sir Thetw Grievances *c. 
philus Metcalfe to be allowed the privilege of a seat during the audience; but this was 
refused, on the gnnind of the necessity on this important occarion of receiving riiis letter Lord Andierst's 
in d|e public hall of the pdace, called the Emperor’s Hall, in which Mandarins of high Embassy 
rank, who must be present, would be standing; it was added, that should the Fooyuen 
require further information, he would receive Sir T. Metcalfe in a private room, and a 
seat would be granted. As at that time we were in daily expectation of the arrival of 
Lord Amherst, it was hi^ly desirabfo to meet the readiness shown upon this occarion, 
and of the utmost importance to ensure a speedy notification of the approach of the 
Embassy at Pekin. Sir T. Metcalfe therefore judged it proper to wave this privilege on 
the present occasion, and would not delay the communication by entering into a nego¬ 
tiation of which there appeared little prospect of success. On the 4th of June, Sir T. 

Metcalfe proceeded to the city, accompanied by Captain Clavell and such gentlemen of 
the Factory as were in Canton. He expresses himself much pleased with the reception 
he met. 

3. On the 5th, a set of interrogatories were brought to the Factory by the Merchants, 
whiclf they asserted they were directed by the Fooyuen to put to Sir T. Metcalfe. To 
these appropriate replies were given. The Merchants declared that the report would be 
sent to R'kin on the following day, and every thing appeared most satisfactory. 

4. In a few days after it appeared that Captmn Clavell’s name liad been put first in the 
paper delivered by them to the Fooyuen, and that he was considered os the person who 
had presented the letter. The Merchants called at the Factory to state tliat they 1 m« 1 
received an order directing them to give a bond, securing that the four gentlemen who 
presented the letter should remain for the answer from Pekin; Sir T. Metcalfe couki not 
but express his displeasure at this act of the Merchants, as they had been fully apprised 
of the object of Captain Clavell in accompanying him, arising from a wish to pay his 
personal respects to tlie Fooyuen. With respect to any bond of security, they were at 
liberty to act as they pleased with respect to Sir T. Metcalfe, who would undoubtedly 
remain for the answer; but they were wanied of evil consequences to themselves should 
they bind themselves for any other person, more particularly a Captain in Ilis Majesty’s 
Navy, who they well knew was independent of the Select Committee. The measure's 
acloptetl by Sir T. Metcalfe to assist the Merchants in this dilemma are recorded in this 
department, and we trust will meet the approbation of your Honourable Comvnittec. 

This aflair occasionetl the Merchants much trouble and long attendance at the palace for 
some days, and w^ as usual got rid of by an expedient. 

5. Every thing appeared to go on satisfactorily when Sir Theophilus Metcalfe left 
Canton, excepting some private cominunicati<Jns«AWii Ilpwqua and Puankhequa, with a 
view of dissuading Sit* George Staunton from accompanying the Embassy. These are 
recorded on the 20th ultimo, in a report from Sir T. Metcalfe; and we beg to draw the 
attention of your Honourable Committee to the minutes entered on this subject by that 
gentleman and tlie President on the 2Sth of June. Similar communications have since 
been made to Mr. Roberts, and it is not impossible that some intrigues or secret influence 

may 
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6. The only reply which We made iat the liide to 
iWt yet received His Eoyad Highness the -PHnce 
that whatever Aey wifere^ they , wrtdttl^ 

wc considered the objections of the H<aig SfeipidutntS,' 

gation of the locar government, to arise entirely from those very circumstances which Jed 
to the determination of the authorities in En^and to consider Sir George Staunton as a 
proper person to !» nominated a member of the Mission, mod tliat they are in feet not so 
much personal objections to hipj as objectiems to those olgeots of,|hii: Emhaflisyi whidi^ke 
presence and co-operation of a person acquainted with the language of die country, and 
the late proceedings of the local government, may be supposed calculated'to promote. 

8. We have however laid these, and all other facts connected with the Embassy, 
unreservedly before Lord Amherstj in our several letters (as recoiled) to hii Exedtey’f 
address, and these circumstances will be further d^ailed by 8^ G«oig© Staunton in 


jierson. 

9l Sir George Stauiitoo requests us also to assure your Honourable Committee, that 
should Ills MajestyV Commissioners take a different view of the subject from ouriidves, 
no personal consideration of bis own shall in the smallest degree interfere with the complete 
currying into effect, i of what they slniU deem uprni considleratioii best for the public 
service. 

10. Tlie delay which has taken place in the arrival of his Exeellaicy die Embassador, 

has exceeded all reasonable calculation that rould Imvc been formed, and placed us in a 
very painful state of suspense and perplexity. . 

11. The season isbow so far advanad, and the answer from p^in in oil probability 
so very near at hand, that we have at present no other alternative that df either 
waiting the arrival of the Imperial Edict, mid thereby exposing His Misty's Mission to 
ail the bararrls so much deprecated in your Honourable Committee’s letter of the S7th 
September, of to resolve on Sir George Stauntoffs proceeding at once to sea, with the 
other gentlemen attached to the Mission, and mating the Ambassador at some place of 
rendezvous, where some further measures might be concerted widlout interruption, and 
whence the Embassy might ultimately proceed, if deemed advisable, without being 
exposed to interference or detentioa on die part of the Canton Government. 

1^. It would have been more pleasant and satisfactory to ours^ves to have awaited the 
receipt of a more detailed communication of his ExceUeney^s wishes, as well gs more 
recent instructions from your Honourable Committee, but the instructions and wlviqes 
already received fully authorize, in our opinion, tJte proposed step, imd its expediency 
under present circumstances appeariflgi^d us to admit of no doubt, it has only remained 
for us to adopt such a style of communication on the subject to the local government, as 
might not in any event commit his Excellency or our honourable employers, and yet 
preclude all imputation of ft mysterious 6t clandestine proceeding. .>t - 

18, We trust it will satisfactorily appear by die letters recorded on our Sectei 
cecdihgs, that we have done our utmost to reconcile these objects, and we feel assured that 


your 
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your Honourable Committee will readily perceive, tlwt the difficujties which ^yc now 
lament were such as no foresight or precaution could have prevented; for although at tlie 
time tlie embassy was announced, its approach was daily exi>ectcd and calculated on villi 
a well-grounded confidence long before tlie present moment, the stfcret was not in our 
power to withhold (being universally circulated by letters and newspapers), and there¬ 
fore an authentic and official report was the only resource left against tlie most fatal and 
injurious misrepresentations from private sources. 


(lO.)-COMniNATION OF TUli: TEA MERCJIANTS IN CHINA. 


EXTRACT LETTER in tlie Public Department, from the HEJ.ECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated lOth December 1819. 

Par. 10. FIxNOino at the present advanced period that the dispute was not in a ehamiel 
of adjustment, and the teas immediately required being eonsetjueutly unavailable, we Inui 
deemed it incumbent upon us to take more active measures for tlie assistance of the Ilong 
Merchants, and the most ready means that presented thcra-selves are the hohling out sueli 
a thi’eat of the non-acceptance of any teas t(;ntlerod or maiiufaetured by them, as iiniy 
induce the princijials, who are represented as exercising oierbeariug influence by tlieir 
secession, to weaken and perhaps abolish the existing combination. 

n. The principal feature in the terms required by the Tea Manufacturers is the reten¬ 
tion of the whole chop in their warehouses, until a sufficient iiumlier of chests being 
inspected and approved by the Hong Merchant, the sale is to be fimdly concluded, and no 
longer subjected Jo the influence of any reduction, which, from inferiority to muster, oi- 
other causes, we may deem it newssary to inqwse. 

12. Our convietion of the nccesjiity of resisting an innovation fraught with such danger 
to the future quality of the teas, to tlie interests of the Junior Merchants, lhcre-o.st.d)Iish- 
meut of whose circumstances wc are .so desirous of eflccting, and opening the door to 
future demands, which the successful result of the present might encourage the niamifac- 
turers annually to prefer, has induced us to view the possible detention of the fleet, and 
even a sacrifice? of some of the superior teas, as the preferable alteniative to tlie introduc¬ 
tion of a measure, which once established, vre might in vain endeavour to remove. 

13. The Merchants were accordingly sumuioncd, and informed that a mamifaeturer 
named Pun-luy-lau, supjmrted by Tsuyu-Mow and l\song Fong, having Iwen represnited 
to us as the principal leaders of thi» obnoxious ex plan ation. it was our intention, il' this 
afiair was not immediately arranged, to form the unalterable resolution of not receiving 
any teas purchased from them, except on the terms and conditions of winter purchases. 
After some observations from the Merchants, who attributed tlie present coalition to the 
rigour with whicli these teas are now appreciated and reduced, they promised to com- 
iminicatc our resolutions to the manufacturers, which they conceived might be attended 
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with good effect, and were rather sanguine, in lhah* expectations of the speedy restoration 
of xVve commerce to its former footing. , > 

14 It is impossible for us to miticipate with any t^ec oS certoinVy xVie sKWcas&oC this 
measure, or the result which may attend tlie exertions of the Hong Merchants in quashing 
this combination, but your Honourable Court may rely, that the detention of the ships, or 
the compromise of the immediate interests of the Company, however temppraiy, will not 
Ik* resorted to by u», unless imperiously called for in prevention of prosp^ive evils of far 
more serious character. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 10th January 

1820. 

Par. 28. We now proceed to lay before your Honourable Committee an abstract of 
such part of our consultations as relates to the difRculties we have experienced from the 
combination of the Black Tea Merchants. 

29. After the late despatch, finding that the teas immediately required by us were 
unavailable, and that the dispute still remained without any prospect of an adjustment, 
we deemed it necessary to call upon the Tea Merchants themselves for a statement of their 
real requisitions; and, accordingly, received from them a letter, in which they made no 
abatement whatever in the most obnoxious part of their former demands, as they still 
insisted that the teas upon delivery should not be subject to a reducUon in price, on being 
found inferior to the muster. 

30. We then considered it our duty to adopt some decisive line of conduct, and having 
no doubt of the combination being alone upheld by Puan-luy-iau, and two or three others 
of the more opulent Teamen, while those who were less able to support it would willingly 
give in to our terras, we framed a proposal which could afford no reasonable ground of 
complaint to tlie former; but which being rejected would ensure their punishment; and 
by its advantages tempt the latter class to recede from the combination. 

31. Having, in the first instance, summoned the Merchants, and required from them the 
names of the manufacturers of the several chops of tea tendered to us of contract quality, 
they were next desired to demand specifically of Puan-luyJau, if he was willing to furnish 
his teas under the following stipulations: “ That in order to obviate the objections of the 
whole chop being marked previous to its final acceptance (an objection of u^ich we could 
not deny the validity, since, in the event of a chop being rejected, its value was thereby 
deteriorated), thirty chests only should be taken out of their mat casings for examination 
and taring, raid on their agreement with the muster chest should depend the acceptance 
or rejection of the whole chop.’’ *^ 0 % 

32. The price we offered for the 

t. m. 

Ist class of teas was - - - 19 5 

2d.18 5 . 

3<1.18 0 
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33. Two days albw^ for the cmsideration of the above pmposal, and at the 
expiration of that period the refusal of Puao-luy-lau being implied by his silence, we sent 
back the musters of those chq)8 belonging to him which had been tendered to us. 

34. We determined then to make the same proposal to Heng Chun, another of the 
leaders of the cabal, and, in the event of his refusal, to offer generally to receive teas of 
any Merchant who would furnish them in the manner we wished. Should they all persist 
4n non-acquiescence, we resolved to offer such a price to the dealers, whose chops had been 
thrown out of our investment as below contract quality, as we had every reason to think 
they would accept, in spite of any threats that might be held out by the others. 

35. We were not unaware of the risk which we hereby incurred of some of the aiq)erior 
chops being witlidrawn from our investment, and that we might lx* compelled to purchase 
indifferent teas at high prices; but we considered sucli an alternative as preferable to sub¬ 
mission to the terms of the Tea Merchants. We were sensible too of its being contrary 
to all probability, that a numerous body of men, whose decided interest it was to accept of 
the terms offered to them, would continue to be held in thraldom by a few individuals 
whose large centals enabled them to bear the heavy loss arising from the present delay. 

36. On the 29th ultimo we learnt, that Heng Chun had not ordy refused to deliver his 
teas on the terms proposed to him^ but that the Tea Dealers had assembled and .signed a 
declaration not to deliver a chest until we had first received the chops belonging to I’uan- 
luy-lau and Heng Chun. It then became necessary for us to consider what temptation 
in price we should offer to the owners of the teas which had proved below contract 
quality. 

37. On forming our determination on this point, we conceived that when the importance 
of the object to be gained was taken into consideration, such decidedly advantageous 
terms should be held out as could not be rejected by the poorer Tea Merchants. It was 
resolved, therefore, that the price offered to than should be 18 Ts. In the event of the 
success of the proposed measure, it was at the same time necessary to guard against the 
obligation of receiving teas of very inferior quality, and'to a great extent, at the enhanced 
prio?. We determined, therefore, to limit the teas to be received to the character ol 
ordinary and good ordinary, and to the extent of 10,000 chests. This limitation wc con¬ 
ceived might besides be attended with the gootl effect of creating a competition to 
participate in the advantages held out, 

88. From the great extent of the tonnage of tliis season, we cannot have at our disposal 
above 30,000 chests of Congo at winter prices, even after receiving green teas of a lower 
order than is custonuu’y. This is very short of the quantity we could wish to obtain, when 
we consider that the investment of 1819-20 is estimated, in the Honourable Company’s 
letter of the 18th May, at twenty-seven millions of pounds. To complete this will retjuin' 
230,000 chests of Congo; and as we do not deem it advisable that our contracts should 
exceed 160,000 chests, it was our endeavoiir to ih{5®w»as large a portion as possible of the 
teas of the present season into our winter assortment. 

39. We therefore agreed to receive at winter prices a few chops of the last season still 
remaining in the market, and, with the same view, have at Manhop’s earnest solicitation, 
and on his satisfying us of his ability to complete his contract of Bohea, of undeniable 
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p quality} l>e«?n indudlitl to iteiVe at the prio&'-'of ll8#« S«t. that |kiirtion of Bohea furnished 

Re3reM of hy him, which was rejected td; tbe*|)kikin|, aittdto to E70 peculs. 

(trievances, &c. 40. Anxious to counteract aS much as poSidble the delay arising from the combination 

of the Tea Mcrchatits, we have, by teccMrig four cbci|JB of Congo of Conseequa, and two 
li 'JVa^Mcp^nts pnqierty, and by sending on board a larger pr^fiortion of green teas, 

been able to complete the lading of the Essex, Vansittart and Wateriooj much earlier dian 
would otherwise have been in our power; and we trust that our conduct in this resptxit 
will meet your Honourable Committee’s approval. 

41. By the adoption of the same plan with the Marquis Camden and Inglis, we hope 
also to' effect an early despatch of those two ships. We are, at the same time, extremely 
cautious as to receiving any chops of tea which are not the Hong Merchants' own 
projierty. 

4d, Since writing the above, we beg to inforin your Honourable Court, in continuation 
of the discussions pending with the Tea Merchants, that the advantages we hopeti to 
derive from the last measure resorted to (that of giving an advanced price for some of the 
teas inferior to contract quality), are beginning to appear; several Tea Merchants having 
come forwanl and offered to deliver their teas on the terms at which we originally piw 
posed to receive them. 

47. Although these persons ait known to have been averse to the measures pursiu'd, 
and thew being enabled to disjwwe of their teas to us does not imply that the terms 
demanded by the body have been relinquished, yet we consider the secession of thost 
individuals as a point of great importance, and should their example be tacitly followed, 
tlie confederacy may be conaiderwl as dissolved. 

48. In agreeing to the novel mode of weighing teas, we had in view the early termina¬ 
tion of the dispute, by depriving the Tea Merchants of their only apparently just ground 
of complaint; our offers having been distinctly refused, it is in our power to insist on the 
teas being delivered in the established manner. Of the expediency of immediately in¬ 
sisting on this measure, at the present moment of irritation, we are not yet satisfied; but 
the teas which we have offered to receive, of the character ordinary and good ordinary, it is 
distinctly understood arc to lie laid out as customary. 

49. One Tea Merchant, who had accepted these terms, has been deterred by threat', 
from fulfilling his agreement, but at die same time another has stepped forward; a day or 

* two will determine his successor failure, and on the result will depend in a great measure 
our resolution on this subject. 


EXTKACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Cou rLo^ irectors, dated lltb January 1880. 


Par. 3. We arc most happy to be enabled, by this opportunity, to inform your Honour¬ 
able Court, that the sanguine expwtatioris conv^ed in the last ^Rgraph of our Secret 
rpramercial Despatch, have been fully realized; and that the Tfeii'Merchants, convincetl 
by the. unvarying resistance that we have opposed to their innovations, straitened by the 

distress 
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distress ooea^ed to thetn by so loog a delay, and their mdhddoal Aars beii^ a'wakencd 
by our threats to receive inferior teas, to 'die exclusion of Ihtise of luperic^ quality thu,*! 
withheld from our purchases, have dissolved the combination so vainly and unjustly esta¬ 
blished, the trade has again resumed' its forraet t(M*> and character. We trust that a con¬ 
viction of the futility of such attempts will secure our commerce in this quarter from any 
future delays and embanr^ssments of a similar character. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court ofDirectgrs, dated S9th January 1830. 

Par. 6. Our the 24th instants we were furnished with a copy of a proclamation, issued 
by the chief magistrate of the district lo the Tea Manufacturers, in which the heaviest 
punishments are denounced against all combinations to kiicp back teas from the market; 
and every dealer is encouragei) to bring to the notice of the oificers of Government any 
future attempt ,to force hinj, by threats and intimidation, into a participation in such 
illegal acts. 

7. Wo cannot but consider the document alwve alluded to as highly satisfactory, 
since we shall now be secured from all future combinations on the part of the Tea Manu¬ 
facturers, not only from a consideration of their iwuniary interests, but also by the fear of 
punishment. 


(ll.)-FilAUl)S, &c. REPFEGTING CONTllAC’l’ TEAS. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Se^Sis|?epartment, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 9th February 
1828. 

Y*ar. 9. Feaijds in the delivery of teas inferior to the ([uality amtracted lor, and 
the misappropriations of funds advanced for the purchase of teas, have been perpetrated 
to such an extent upon the Hong Merchants by the dealers principally in green tea in 
the present season, that tlie former liavc at last been convinced of the necessity of stop¬ 
ping, by strong representations to Government, the progress of o system which, if not 
checked, is calculated to embarrass, in a great degree, the provision of a supply of green 
teas for the Canton mai’ket, and will extend eventually to the provision of the staple class 
of our investment, Congos and other black teas. 

10. The Merchants propose, upon the ro-opening^f the Government offices, after the 
new year, to bring this subject seriotisly to attention of the Viceroy, and have re¬ 
quested in this representation our advice and a)-opi;ration. Wc are fully prepared, by a 
conviction of the urgent necessity of a change in the present system, to give our support 
to this measure in a manner most calculated to promote success; but a previous know ¬ 
ledge of the intractability and proverbial dishonesty of the class of men of whom the 
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EXTBACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 15th March 1828. 

Par. 11. We have had under our consideration the adoption of some measures by which 
the fulfilment of the Merchants’ contracts (a subject which we had the honour to bring to 
the notice of the Honourable the Secret Cjpimercial Committee in our address dated the 
9th ultimo) might !» so en.sured, as to enable us to look with certainty to a supply of 
teas for the consumption of the home market, of such quality as is derirable to form our 
investment. 

12. The numerous frauds committed by the Tea-men in their transactions with the 
Hwjg Merchants, such as the emlMZzlement of funds advanced them for the purchase 
of teas, and failing in thmr engagements to provide teas of a quality suited to the 
market, have rendered it necessary for the preservation of the interests of the trade 
to request tlie interference of the officers of Government. The merchants having 
agreed to frame petitions, both from their individual Hongs, and as an united body 
of merchants, re(]uested our assistance in representing this matter to the Viceroy, and 
requesting that his Excellency would cause such exemplary punishment to he inflicted 
upon the defaulters in the present instance, as would prevent a repetition of such frauds 
in future. 

13. Feeling that the interests of our honourable employers were involved in the sub¬ 
ject under consideration, both as regarded a certain and suitable supply of tea for the 
London market, and the protection of the property of the Hong Merchants, to whom 
we look for this supply, we j)romised our willing support to this measure. An address 
was framed to the Viceroy, stating the disappointment to which we were exposed in our 
commercial transactions by the non-ful61ment of the Mercliants’ contracts to supply teas, 
for which funds and tonnage are annually provided, both in Europe and India, and Ve 
requested his Excellency’s strenuous interference to prevent tlie further derangement 
of the commerce, which must ensue if the system practised by the Tearmen were not 
suppressed. 

14. The Merchants having for some days postponed the presaitation of their own 
address to the Government upon this subject, for which no satisfactory reason has been 
ascribed by them, we determined, upon the 13th instant, to lay our own representation 
of the case before his Excellency. The favourable reception of this address which we 
anticipate from the statements of tire i]|ferchants, will probably give them confidence in 
bringing their individual losses to the notice of the Viceroy; and we hope that the 
united application of the Committee and Hong Merchants will induce his Excellency to 
adopt some active measures for checking ft system so injurious to the genial interests of 
the trade. 

16. When we receive the Viceroy's reply to our address, which we shall have the 

honour 
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honour to communicate td your Honourable Court by the next oppoftutiity which offers, 
we shall proceed to the conclusion of the contracts for the ensuing season.' 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dm»d 18th November 1828. 

Par. 56. 1 m our despatch dated I5th March of this year, we had the honour to com¬ 
municate to your Honourable Court the proceedings which we had considered it necessary 
to adopt, ill co-operation with the Hong Merchants, to procure the punishment of those 
Green Tea Merchants who had proved defaulters in their agreement to supply teas in the 
preceding season, and had misappropriated the sums of money which had in some instances 
been advanced to them for that purpose by the Hong Merchants. 

57. The Viceroy, in reply to the address alluded to in the 14th paragraph of the de¬ 
spatch quoted almve, directed the Merchants to make a report to him of the facts, which 
having accordingly been laid before him, and our representations being thereby confirmed, 
an edict was promulgated by the Viceroy, directing the apprehension and pvinishraent of 
the delinquents, which we contidered a satisfactory decree in support of the Hong Mer¬ 
chants. 

58. A representation has lately been made by the Tea Merchants to the Government, 
complaining that their tea.s are unjustly reduced in price by the Hong Merchants, and 
re(|uesting that the Viceroy would interfere in their behalf. We are happy to say, that 
this allegation was met by a very proper exposition on the part of the Hong Merchants of 
the manner in which the appredatiou and purchase of the Company’s teas are conductetl. 
The Viceroy in consequence rejected the Tea Merchants’ petition as unworthy of his con- 
sideration, and directed that, thoir dealings should be conducted according to the old 
established custom. 


(12.)-chahges on the foreign trade, 

I’^XTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 30th November 1818. 

Pjw. 16. Yooa Honourable Court will find in our records a discussion with the Hong 
Merchants, on the mode of payment which should be adiqited in settling the voluntary 
gift from that body to their Emjieror, on his attai»ing1iis ^th year. 

17. In tlm commeiu»ment the Hoppo is said to have apprised the Junior Merchants of 
the intention of the Salt Merchants and other public bodies to tender considerably larger 
sums on this occasion than were offered in the 50th year, and hinted his expectation of 
their body proving equally liberal, It was asserted by many that Finqua endeavoured to 
persuade the Hoppo against urging such a request, and that his Excellency, irritau^d by 

his 
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Im hesitation, remiod«i him of his mdy ^iS({jlipce tirith a piseunwy 4eflaand in the 
Redr^ erf preceding season, when his fern’s were excited, and hinted that measures of intimidation 
(irievences, &c. ™ust again be resorted ta This threat had its due effect, and the sum of 300,000 instead 
—— of 200,000 tales was ultimately,^ffered, though not without some opposition from one of 
Charges m. tj^^. Merchants, who was, however, brought into the measure by the argument of his per- 
t It' oreign Trade, ^ot being affected, as, in fact, the contribution would be pmd by the foreign 

trade. 

18. We considered it our duty to endeavour to relieve the foreign trade from this 
burden, and pointed out tlie injustia' of charging it with au avowed voluntary gift to the 
Emperor. The Senior Merchants pleaded established custom in support of this mode of 
levying the contribution, as well as the danger that a division o£ this sum among the 
Merchants might hereafter be made a precedent by which individual property might be 
rendered responsible for the debts of future bankrupts, and be taxed to realize the heavy 
ira{,K)sitions of Government. To tins it was observed, that the case of Imnkruptcy was too 
visionary to require a reply; that tlie principle of taxing comnuyree, to meet the exigen¬ 
cies of the case, was admitted in all nations, though in China Europeans had to complain 
of the little notia' given of additional charges on their trmlc. But on the occasion of a 
voluntary gift from the subjects of a nation as a aimpliment to their Emperor, it was 
unjust in the extreme to tax the foreign trade. 

19. Several letters passed between the Hong Merchants and the Committee on this 
subject, in which we pointed out an equitable division of this sum, founded on our ideas 
(rf the ability of each Hwig, but we regret to add, without producing the desired eflect. 
We felt it our duty to address the Hoppo on the subject, and from his Excellency’s reply 
your Honourable Court will observe, that any new impost on the trade is positively 
prohibited. 

20. Notwithstanding this Edict, we have every reason to believe that the Merchants 

will raise the amount from the Consoo Funds. Whether tliat fund is able to bear this 
new charge, it is entirely out of our jwwer to ascertain; but as the Junior Merchants will 
undoubtedly call for our assistance, it will remain to determine at a future period the 
measures to be adopted by the Committee. The sum accepted by his Imperial Majesty 
is 200,000 tales, , * 


(l.'J.)-DI8CU8SI()NS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF CANTON.-SEASON 1814-15. 


Secret Department. 

LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE of Supracai-goes at Canton to the 
Honourable the Secret Comraitjjie of the Honourable the Court of Directors, dated 
1st October 1814. ^ 


Honourable Sirs: 

Discussions with T^r. 1. Wi have to inform yopr Honourable Committee that the conduct of the 
liie Government of Chinese Government has been such as to induce us to direct the commanders of the five 
I anton, IHU-l-fi. Bojjjjjgy and China ships lately arrived, to proceed no further up the river than Chuenpec. 

2. The 
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2. The proeeeithgs the <lirae^ ari» partly frm®i» Maje8ty’6 ships 

remaiaiag on ^is rtatida, aitdl tha delay aad detention thdr pie«mee ha» ocdhainned to the 
American vessels* that Have been for some time loaded and ready for sea. 

3. It was to be expected that the Americans would ma|ie every representation in their 
power, in the hope of effecting the removal of His Majesty’s ship, or of embroiling os 
with the Chinese Government; and ybut* Honourable Committee must be fully aware, 
from the cargoes of the American prize ship, how deeply interested and concerned the 
bead Hong Merchant, Pinqua, is in the safety of, and in the sailing of American vessels. 

4. The representations hostile to His Majesty’s ships have been received with an atten¬ 
tion, and excited an interest generally among the officers of Government, such .as we 
should not have expected to have seen bad a mere sense of duty only oprated. We arc 
dispsed to attribute much of the activity displayed by officers of the Government against 
His Majtisty’a ships to an influence very generally practised, and with never failing efficacy 
in every department of the Government of this Empire; at the same time we are not 
prepared to say to what extent the service.s of the officers of Government have been paid 
for, or whrthcr the principal or the agent employed to secure their services was Pinqua. 

6. On the 12th instant the armed American brig Rambler arrived, and proceeded to 
Whamj)oa, the following day her prize the Arabella, country ship belonging to Hengal, 
anchoretl in the roads under English colours; on ascertaining that His Majesty’s ships 
were at Chunpoe, the officer in charge of the Arabella determined on carrying the ship 
into Macao harbour. 

6. Agreeably with existing treaty, tlie Portuguese Government refused to protect the 
Arahelhi, and ordered a guard on board with instructions to carry the ship beyond the 
limits of Portuguese neutrality, where the ship was found abandoned by the boats of His 
Majesty’s ship Doris, and was taken psaession of for the benefit of the owners. 

T Notwithstanding very clear evidence and corroborating drcumstances brought for¬ 
ward as well by the Portuguese as ourselves, that the vessel was not an American but an 
English captured ship, the Canton Government appeared very unwilling to admit that 
the vessel was not an American, as she hful at first been represented by the Americans to 
he; and in retaliation for the suppsed breach of neutrality, supplies were at first rcfuse»l 
to His Majesty’s ships; the English and American trade was suspnded, and the prt 
clearances were refused to some of the country ships on the eve of deprture for India. 

8. We must observe, that previous to the arrival of the Rambler, the Chinese Govern¬ 
ment had thought propr to revert to tlie example of a former Vicerojl’, P4, who distin¬ 
guished himself in 1810 by his unjust and oppressive proceedings towards Europeans; 
and we received an edict from the Ffwyuen and Hopp, directing that no native attendants 
would be prmitted about the Europan Factories, and that such Chinese as should vio¬ 
late the laws by attending would be seized and punished accordingly. 

9. We addressed a reply to the Fooyuen aqd Hopp, and stated that, above 100 
years, during which the trade had been carried on, there had existed the same desire and 
endeavour on the port of the English to comply with the regulations of the China 

Government, 
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- Govemn^ent, and to prevent the riots and disturbances between w people ot both 

countries; consequently we had reduced as much as possible the European attendants 
Grkvw^ *&c ®****P*' Honourable Company’s Factory, or the Factories occupied by the 

_’ ComniantlerB of the English sldps* 

Discussions with 10. It was further stated, as the trade was very extensive the number of attendants was 

C^ntorT^lSlTls”^ great, and those hitherto had been composed of Cbineae^ but that it would be 
anton, - o. satisfactory and respectable to have the attendants composed of persons 

wlio wore British subjects. 

11. As we supposed that the Government must be fully aware of the situatiem and 
extent of the Factories at Canton, they must also be aware how inadequate they were to 
contain this number of Europeans, and further, from being open to the intrusiem of the 
ywpulace of a large city, continual riots and disturbances were inevitable; consequently, 
the carrying on the English trade at Canton with European attendants, was in fact 
impracticable. It was therefore submitted to the consideration of the Government, if 
thoir orders were to be carried into execution respecting the Chinese attendants, that they 
would appoint sfunc other situation or place to which we might proceed, and there reside 
and carry on the trade. 

12. No reply to our address has been received, or indeed has the letter been received 
by tlie oilicer to whom it was addressed. The objections to the native attendants may lx* 
nothing more tliaii tlio practice of late years resorted to by the officers of Government, 
when it was tlicir wish to harass or insult Europeans. We have also to notice, that the 
Nan hai Hccn entered the Honourable Company’s Factory, and it is probable, had any 
of the Chinese attendants been in the way, they might have been seized. 

13. It is much to be regretted, that so extensive and so valuable a trade should be 
situated as the Eui-opcan trale to China is at present, liable to continual interruption at 
the caprice of an individual; at the same time the necessity of reasting these most unjust 
proceedings must be obvious, as by resistance alone can we hope to check them: had the 
Viceroy tliouglit proper to issue these orders respecting Chinese attendants two months 
hence, the business of the season must have been for a time as completely interrupted as 
could have been effected by any direct stoppage of the trade. 

14. The several addresses which we have been under the necessity of making on'the 
subject of His Majesty’s ships to the Viceroy, Fooyuen and Hoppo, have of late been 
rejected, and the Viceroy has most of^nly declared, diat he will receive no communications 
from us, if written in Chinese characters, but that if we wish to address him, it must be in 
English. Considering this equivalent to a denying the right of remonstrating, it is mir 
intention to })ersevere in writing to him in Chinese. 

15. Nut\^-ithstanding the lofty tone assumed by the Government and their proceedings, 
we are rather disjiosed to believe that they will not persevere in their present unjust 
conduct, as we conceive, without aom^ better grounds than they have at present, they 
would be unwilliug that the intcwruptioii fff the fmeeign trade diould continue so long 
as to excite the notice of the Government at Priun, Fnmi some discussions that have 
alrccuty taken place with an officer of Government, dispatched from Canton for the 
purpose, we are inclined to believe that tlm Viceroy is rather disposed to arrwige the 
existing differences. 


16. It 
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16. It will affotd us mudi pleasure to convey to your HonouraWo Committee Uie 
account of this disctisi^ being tenniaated, at the same time your Honourable Com- 
mittee must be fully aware how tedious and uncertain in duration these discussions Grievances, &c. 
with this Government have proved, and it remains with us to assure you, that our ■ 

best exertions will be employed to preserve the real and permanent interests of the Discussions with 
Honourable Company by a firm and decided resistance to tlie unjust attempts of die Fro* ^GantorT814-r>^ 
vincial Government. j • ■ 

We have the honour to remain with respect, Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful and obedient servants, 

(Signed) J. F, Kiphinstonk. 

Macao, Ist October 1814. Tnos. Cuas. PArn,K. 

Gko. Thos. Stauntox. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
of Supracargoes at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 4lh December 
1814. 

Par. 5. We regret having to inform your Honourable Court that the conduct of 
the Chinese Government has been sucli as to compel us to suspend all commercial inter¬ 
course, to prohibit all British ships entering the river, and to direct all British subjects 
to leave Canton. 

6. After a tedious and anxious discussion, the Chinese Government acceded to such an 
adjustment of differences as enabled us, on the 85th of November, to permit the ships to 
proceed to Whampoa. 


LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Secret Coiranittcc of 
the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 4th December 1814. 

Honourable Sirs i 

Par. 1. We had the honour to address your Honourable Committee last under date 
the Ist of October, when we stated that the differences that existed with the Chinese 
Government, and we regret to say that the ho|)e then expressed of a speedy adjustment, 
did not prove to be realized. 

2. On the 4th October we received information of the seizure of the Linguist Ajeu, 
on tlie charge of having carried the portrait of liis Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
to Pekin, and for a general attachment to, and services rendered to the English; numerous 
reports are in circulation of further violent and hostile intentions of the Viceroy and 
Fooyuen, and it was further reported that Fatqun, or others of the Hong Merchants, 
were to be involved in the charges brought against the Linguist. 

3. Our several addresses to the superior officers of the Canton Government were 
delivered at the city gates, and brought back to the Factory unopened; and finding the 
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Viceroy vm resolved on persevering in bis,iiM»sures-of ;vialfinee and hostility, and that 
all our eforts to dhtain redress failed, and iJiere appeared to be no other alleatiative 
or resource left to us than carrying our appeal to his Imperial Majesty at Pekin, direct¬ 
ing at the same time all British subjects to quit Canton, and the EngU^ ships to leave 
Whampoa. 

4. Fully aware the serious inconvenience tliat must necessarily attend this measure to 
all the parties interested therein, we considered it proper to draw a statement of 
the proceedings of the Canton Government, whicli bad compelled us to adopt this extreme 
measure, for the purjmse of being communicated to all British subjects, as containing 
a detail of the proceedings of the Government, we beg leave to refer your Honourable 
Committee to this document,* whicli we forwarded on the 11th October to Mr. Molmiy, 
at Canton, directing cither its immediate publication, or its l)eing withheld for a time, as 
the dis}X)sitiun of the Government might appear to require. 

5. 'I'he suspension of the trade on our part, and the detaining the Honourable Com¬ 
pany's ships at Cbunpee, appeared to produce some etlect. On the — October an official 
communication reached us from the Viceroy; in this the re-capture of the Arabella Was 
admitted to Im proper, and that the ship had been an English vessel; In conseiiuence 
the orders given by the Viceroy to stop the trade were rescinded* 

6. Desirous of availing ourselves of the opening that was given to preserve our com¬ 
mercial intercourse, witliout subjecting it to the delay that must necessarily attend a 
remonstraiice to Pekin, we replied to the Merchants and proposed that the Viceroy should 
appoint an officer, duly authorized, to meet Sir George Staunton at Canton, who would 
jiroceed for the purpose of discussing and arranging the several points on which explana¬ 
tion was required, and previous to our permitting the ships to enter the river. 

7. An answer was received from the Merchants,f stating that the Viceroy acceded to 
our pro])OsaI. Sir George Staunton, accompanied by Sir Thomas Metcalfe and Mr- 
Davis, prwwxled to Canton, on the 21st October, under instructions from us, a copy of 
which we have the honour to inclose. 

8. A delay of some days took place before the Mandarin met Sir George Staunton; 
and on the 23d, that same officer, who had come to M&cao respecting the Arabella, by 
name Foo-tor^hao-Yea, accompanied by the Quang-choo-foo, the Nan Hoi Hien and Hyan 
Shan Hien, came to the Honourable Company’s Factory. * 

9. At the first (md at the several subsequent meetings j that todk place with Foo-ta-hao- 
Yco, the arrest of the Linguist Ayou was discussed; explanation was attempted to be 
evaded in various ways, when after considerable discussion an (ffiicial declaration was 
obtained from the Viceroy that the arrest of the Linguist was not on account of any con¬ 
nection with the English, but in consequence of a breach of tlie law, for having once been 
in a menial situation, he had afterwards purchased rank. 

10. The Viceroy then appeared determined rni breakiiq; offi all further negodation, and 
the Merchants intimated that no further (xmimunicatioos would be nsoeived. This extra¬ 
ordinary 
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ordinary the part of the Viceroy, left Sir George Staunton no other alterna- 

tive tiian that of quitting Oantim, which he left on the 10th November, ' and joining the iieclrwof 
Honouiable Company’s ships that had removed from Whampoa to bdow the second bar, Grievances, &c. 
previously carrying into execution the C-ommittee’s orders, in communicating the state- 
ment to idl British subjects, and directing them to quit Canton. tlie*C^n«na»f ot 

11. On the 12th and 14th, deputations of the Hong Merchants, Pinquaand others, Canton^TsU-'lS. 
reached the Hraourable Company’s ships at that lime, nearly at the Bocca Tigris, whe® 
they requested Sir George Staunton to suspend the further movements of the ships, and 
having given a written assurance that they were authoriiited by the Viceroy to say that a 
Mandarin should be appointed to discuss the remaining points in dispute, Sir George 
Staunton returned to Canton, and landed m the 15th. 


IS. It would appear that the Merchants had cither exceeded their authority or were 
attempting to practise further deceit, for it was not until they found Sir George Staunton 
fully determined on again proceeding to the ships that their promise was fulfilled, when 
the same officer, P’oo-ta.hao-Yea, accompanied by the Nan-hai-Hien, came to the Factory 
on the 19tb. At this and several subsequent meetings,* the articles which we have the 
honour to incite f were discussed, and at length in great measure crmcedod, 

13. Finding from the meeting of the Slst, that the Government acquiesced in the prin¬ 
cipal points in discussion, it was determined no longer to delay the ships, but to permit 
their going up to Whampoa and unloading; this was done in order to facilitate the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Viceroy towards an adjustment, as while the ships remained at Chunpee 
and Lintin, and tlie trade was suspended, it appeared (as was in fact the case) that these 
measures had compelled the Viceroy to gi*ant the concessions which had been obtained. 

14. The Viceroy’s Edict, confirming what has been officially communicated to Sir 
George Staunton by the two Mandarins, as the contents of this document, was expected 
to be delivered on the Sd December. 


15. For the jiarticulars respecting the arrest of the Linguist, and for the apprehension 
we entertained of this act of inj ustice, being but the prelude to further attacks on smne of the 
Junior Merchants, and through them on the European trade, we beg leave to refer your 
Honourable Court to the several documents specified 4th, Sth, and 6th. 

16. It is to be rememlMjrcd that during the last season the Merchants obtained from 
Pekin the sanction for rc-t*stablishing the Cohong system; aware that it would meet with 
our fiirm and decided opposition, the system was not attempted to be practically carried 
into effect during the last season, although the forms of appreciating the cargoes of each 
ship on her arrival, and affixing prices to all articles of merchandize at their Consoo house 
was regularly gone through, and is indeeti still continued. 

17. Whatever may have lieen the ultimate desips of the parties, in exciting the sujnjrior 
officers of Government to the measures they adopted towards us, or whatever may have 
been the views of the Government in resorting todheSb measures, we hope for the present 
they have been checked, if not defeated; and further, that the Viceroy and the officers of 

Government 
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Government are now convinced, that in their oooduct tovonb the EngUalt their meftsures 
of (^){n^e8sion and injustice (as Uiey value;^o ti^de) nnist be restrained vdtlun certain 
liounds; from the experience and knowledge we possess of the Government, we are satisfied 
that tlieir conviction, that their injustice wiU.not be submitted to, is the only security wc 
can possess for their attempts being discontinued. 

18. Although the adjustment we have obtained is perhaps not so satisfactory as could 
have been wished, we ho}ie that sufficient has been panted to admit the trade being earned 
on during the present season without much interruption. By the freighted ship £arl 
Spencer, which we propose to load and despatch with as little delay as possible, we will 
transmit a detailed account of our proceedings with regard to the Canton Government. 
Your Honourable Court will be enabled to judge of the conduct of the Government, and 
of the Hong Merchants Pinqua and others, at the same time the serious difficultia wc 
have to contend with in endeavouring to resist the oppressive acts of the Government will 
be seen, and we trust that some effectual means to enable us more successfully to oppose 
these attempts will suggest themselves to your Honourable Committee. 

19* It remains for us to express our high approval of the conduct and exertions of Sir 
George Staunton in the execution of his mission to Canton, mid your Hoitiurable Com¬ 
mittee ndll not fail to appreciate the diflicultieshe had to encounter in the negoeiation. 

We have the honour to be with the greatest respect, Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants, 

(Signed) J. T. Eipiiinstons. 

Macao, 4(th December 1814. Tnos. Chas. Patixb. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department,from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 24th December 1814. 

Par. 2. We have now the satisfaction to inform your Honourable Committee thht the 
unpleasant discu-ssions in which we were engaged witli the Canton Government, have ter- 
iniiuited; that tlie. cargoes of the ships are nearly delivered, and tliat several have coiu- 
nieuced the lading of their teas. 

3. By this conveyance we have the honour to transmit a full detail of our proceedings, 
and have to congratulate the Honourable Court and ourselves on as favourable a termina¬ 
tion as perhaps could be expected, from a Government which cannot be brought to admit 
that foreign nations can stand on an equality w'ith themselves, and appear frequently in 
their Edicts to. refuse to acknowledge them even as free and independent. 

4. The grievances under which Europeans labour in carrying on the commerce in 
China are not singly of that flagrant k:|[id, that the bom mention of any one of them can 
immediately show their weight and pressure, they must be considered collectively, and we 
feel confident tliat your Honourable Committee, on a perusal of the proceedings, will con¬ 
cur with us on the necessity of our having recourse to the measures adopted (under the 
peculiar and difficult circumstances in which we were placed), for effectually checking the 
unjust demands and pretensions of the Canton Government, and for giving due weight to 

our 
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our application iot those explanations anti^savowals which its dailj dccnwuiating insults 
and provocation (even if the consequwjt haxartl to the trade itself were only considered) 
rendered indispensable. 

5. The Edicts published in the early part of the season ordering His Majesty’s ships to 
quit the coast, we conceived originated with those persons interested in the sailing of the 
American vessels, and although the Merchants ought to be fully aware that we have no 
coittroul over His Majesty’s officers, and which indeed they have fully acknowledged, we 
are sorry to observe that no member of the Hong could be found, who had the inclination or 
sufficient influence, to explain this fully to the Mandarin. Looking therefore solely to the 
Committee, the Viceroy refused to receive the address of the Captain of the Doris, and con¬ 
sidered us responsible for his acts. Altlioiigh we could not but highly disapprove of the 
attack made by the boats of the Doris on the American schooner at Wharajxia, and which 
through interested motives had been greatly exaggerated; we deemed it our duty to endea¬ 
vour to palliate die circumstance, and while acknowledging it to he an error, ventured to 
promise that his Excellency should not again have occasion to complain of a similar act of 
oflence. The affair, we were assured, was adjusteil; and although during the subseipiont 
discussion it was at times adverted to by the Mandarins, it cannot lie considered as forming 
a prominent feature in the present differences, ami was only alluded to (as a measure not 
to be defended by us) when they were at a loss to reply to a grievance brought forward 
on our ])art. 

C. We conceive the origin of this discussion must be traced to a far different source; 
to the iutere.sted views of a few individuals endeavouring to place the European commerce 
at their sole commaiul; tliat in fact it has been pending some time, and would have ecpially 
rendered necessary in a year or two the measures now adopted, even had we succeeded in 
averting them for the present season. The attempt in the preceding season to interfere 
with the nomination of the person appointed by the Honourable Court to conduct their 
affairs; the annual vexatbus delays in our commercial intercourse on the most trivial 
occasions; the attempt of establishing a Cohong, for which the Imperial sanction was 
obtained in July 1813; the issue of an Edict withdrawing our native attendants and 
[irohibiting any Chinese communicating with us; the seizure of a person 8Uppo.sed to be 
attached to our interests, and having been confidentially employed by us iu a mission to 
Pekin; the returning of our addresses unopened; the demanding that in future all com- 
municatbns sliould be written in English (to bo translated by the Hong merchants), aflbrd 
strong and concurring evidence of the real object in view. 

7. In determining the mode to be adopted in discussing the several grievances with the 
Mandarins, the question arising out of the seizure of the Linguist employed by us on a 
mission to Pekm, appeared to demand our first consideration; and if our interference 
could avail, we were bound to exert it in favour of the prisoner. The judicial proceed- 
ings then pending rendered an early application ;iecessary, and it was more particularly 
urgent to obtain a clear explanation of the crime alleged against him, and how far we 
were implicated, previous to any report of the affair being made, as it was important that 
no unfounded or unfavourable statement sliould be sent to Pekin. Your Honourable Com¬ 
mittee have been already informed of the official dcclaratbn of the Viceroy, tliat the arrest 
of the Linguist was not on any account o( his connection with the English. With the 
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Edicts on this occasion we declared ourselves satisfied, with the exception of an offensive 
paragraph, which, although not withdrawn, was ultimately explained, and the insinuations 
it cont.aint'd disavowed. 

8. On a perusal of these Edicts, and the aiguments made use of by the Mandarins in 
the first conference with Sir George Staunton, it might appear to a person unacquainted 
with the Chinese government, and the entire inconsistency of its practice with its prSfes- 
si(»ns, that the Committee had no cause of complaint, and that the Government were 
merely enforcing the laws against a delinquent, who having once been a menial servant 
liad obtainwl rank. The specious show of reason and argument assumed on all occasions 
by the officers of Government, even in asserting a falsehood, must no doubt have the effect 
of inducing those who have not a local knowledge and experience to guide them, to judge 
more favourably of the Chinese character than they merit. We beg to refer your Honour¬ 
able ('ominittec to the report transmitted us by the Linguist of bis examination, and his 
subsequent communications. 

9. That our apprehensions of the intention of the Chinese government to make some 
unfounded report against the English to Pekin, appears, by the account actually sent by 
the Viceroy, to be but too well grounded. It is to be observed, that this report was made 
at the very moment that official declarations, verbal and written, were given us that the 
punishment of Ayeu was in no way connected with the English; although, from this 
document (a copy of wliieJi we have privately received) it will be seen that it contains 
not only an inqiiication of foreigners being connected with him, but a direct assertion that 
the Linguist was concerned with us in treasonable practices. 

10. Wc do not apprehend that an assertion thrown out at random of so absurd and 
improbable a nature, and wholly unsupported by proof, will be attended with any evil con- 
sequemos, at least as far as directly affects foreigners; but it is desirable to be prepared 
for every event; and in this point of view, the strong and ample disavowal which we have 
extracted from this government of every kind of allegation against us, under the Viceroy’s 
own seal, appears doubly imjKirtant; and, in the event of a reference to Pekin on this sult- 
ject at any future period from England, afford, we presume, the most effectual means of 
rebutting the charge, and bringing the misrepresentations and injustice of the Provincial 
Government to merited punishment. 

11. The concession of the second point discus-sed is most satisfactory, and we are confi¬ 
dent will be highly gratifying to your Honourable Committee. The free communication 
granted with the superior officers of Government by their promi.se to receive our addresses 
in the Chinese language without previous explanation with the merchants (witli the single 
exception of an English copy accompanying it in the event of announcing an embassy) 
will, wc trust, prevent the vexatious delays of a stoppage of chops, when the Hopp officers 
shali be endeavouring to extort undue fees (by which acts our fleets are so frequently 
delayed), and prove a sufficient ch^k t« the unjust and illilieral insinuations respecting 
our conduct thrown out by those men interested in preventing a direct communication 
between us and the Government. 

12. On the pint of Chinese attendants, it appars that the prohibition of employing 
servants under a certain denomination has existed since the year 1740, and having received 
the Emperor's sanction, could not be repaled by the authorities in Canton. For the 
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tevirdof ihk qae&ioa a&d further regiiUtitms, we are indebted to* the hostility of the 
Vieeroyi PAf #ho proposed the re^tablishmenfc of the (^ohong systein, whose con- 
duct, together with that of those partizans he left in Canton, we may attribute die vexa¬ 
tious ddays tbit have for some years”occurred, as well as theinore serious defimtidh bfour 
shi^ in4he present season. 

- ta.'! Although this point has not been so satisfactorily explained as we could wishj the 
Government, satisfied probably that the ol^ectimis were made on veitatious and oppreMii^e 
grounds, or that the alternative of our having so great a number of European attendants 
was, in fact, impracticable at Canton, having issued an authenticated document for the 
employment of Compradores, and as many servants under particular denominations as our 
Factory may require; we will therefore hope that the Government, satisfied thrir unjust 
measures will not be submitted to, no interference on the subject will again be attempted, 
and that the measure of prohibiting natives serving us, and ordering their seizure, will not 
again be resorted to. 

14. On the explanation of the minor points, although less satisfactory, there is only one 
which appears likely to create any difficulty, which is, the necessity of applying for a 
license for boats passing the Bogue, This places the Comprodores of the ships of war at 
the mercy of the officers commanding that fort, who, dreading the consequence of the 
impatience of the officers losing the tide by unnecessary detention, may be induced to j)ay 
a fee in some instance which will become an established custom, and a constant pretext for 
extortion. The verbal commtjnication, however, of the merchants on this subject, induce 
us to hope the regulation will not be rigorously enforced. 

16. We beg tf) draw the attention of your Honourable Committee to the anxiety shown 
to recall Sir George Staunton, as affording a proof tliat, however the Chinese government 
may declare in their edicts that no benefit arises to the Celestial Empire frmn the foivign 
trade, and that it is only permitted from pure benevolence, yet wlien endangered by their 
unjust proceedings, properly and firmly resisted, it will be found they are most fully awaiv 
of the reciprocal advantages of commerce, and mc«t anxious for its preservation. 

16. We hope that the steps taken this season will have the efi^ect of preventing the 
officers of t]}c Canton government from again entering into a course of violent and ho.stilc 
measures without more fully satisfying themselves of the grounds on which they are pro- 
cceding; and as it will be our anxious endeavour not to allow them a pretext, we may 
further hope that the inconveniences and delays which have of late occurred will not again 
be experienced. At any event, we trust that we shall not in future find the representatives 
of the East-Zudk Company stigmatized as staters of untruth, and His Majesty’s officers 
with the name of plunderers; that we shall be allowed to call our employers honourable, 
and the King England an independent Sovereign. The admission by the Chinese* 
Government of our having other duties to perform than mere commercial transactions, as 
recorded on the edict received on the ^Bth uitiiqp, is highly satisfactory, as placing us on 
that footing which enable the Mandarins to communicate directly with us, and not to 
require the intervention of the Hong Merchants. 
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]i -if f in the Secret Departinefitt, from fihe SELECT COMMITTEE 

(irkvft^Sa! ^ Supracargoes at Canton to the Horiouiable the Secret Conitaittetetof the Honbnr. 

- able Court of Dirtetorsj dated 16th January ISltJ. ■ ; . . , 

Discuesioiis with ■ ..^, 

the Government of Tar. 16. We have to request the att^tion of your Hoimurablf Qoauiqttee tQ th^ 
CantoH, ISU-I.'I. several communications from the Linguist Ayow.*" They contain generally, we believe, 
a correct account of proceedings of the officers of Government, and the true causes that 
have excited them to the measures they adopted towards us. They are a further melan. 
clioly proof of the total and entire absence of all truth, justice or mercy, from Chinese 
tribunals, and where the undue indutmee of money is applied, aU chance of a fair trial 
ceases to the unfortunate person accused. 

17. This cannot be illustrated more strongly than in the statement transmitted to us by 
Ayow of the proceedings of the officers of Government towards him from the day of his 
arrest to the end of October. The Nam Hae-Heen is accounted a good and upright ma¬ 
gistrate, and far exceeding his predecessors in these qualities, yet this officer, although 
fully satisfic4 of the Linguist’s innocence, so much so as to be almut to discharge him, 
on the application of Tinqua and Chunqua most readily promises to punish Ayow pub¬ 
licly, and before all the Merchants, provided they make a statement to him. 

18. Your Honourable Committee will observe from his letters, that the temirs of the 
tortures to which he was now subject, and the laudable and honourable motive of not 
involving other persons, whom he might be required to accuse in the midst of his suffer¬ 
ings, determined the Linguist Ayow to put a period to his existence and sufferings by 
taking opium. We have the satisfaction to say that his intention was discovered, and in 
time to prevent any liad effects from poison. 

19. It will be satisfactory to your Honourable Committee to be informed that the 
Linguist has not experienced any bad treatment of late, and that such accommodation as 
a prison affords (a separate ajiartment to himself) has been obtained for him, 

29. Under tliis datef we have rmirdcd the statement which it is said the Viceroy has 
made to Pekin respecting the Linguist Ayow. We received it privately, and have to 
remark that neither Pinqua, Chunqua or the Hong Merchants, have publicly put us nn 
possession of this document, or indeed have they acknowledged to us their being informed 
of any report haying been made to his Imperial Majesty. 

SO. In the document we have received it does not appear that the charge against Ayow 
is of a serious nature, or such as to merit the punishment |m>posed (banishment to Eke), 
or to have required being submitted to the consideration of the Emperor. It is, at the 
same time, very probable that a much more unfavourable representation has been 
to Pekin, and in this case the punishment of Ayow will be more severe. Of this we are 
at present unable to judge; from thg reply from Pekin, and the proceedings of the Canton 
Government respecting Ayow, we may oe enabled to ascertain what lias been reported- 
!J1. We must remark, in the report we have received, that connection with the English 
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aud the English Chi«f are stated as his c#ace. This was totally iiconaiatent with the 
expressed stip*4ationa acceded to by iWta*la-ye% piiler the Viceroy’s authority, in the 
eonfaohoes held with Sir G. Staunton, and it ptoves sufficiently that no dependence what¬ 
ever can be |daced on the assertions o£ the officers of this Government; and on the result, 
as it affects Ayow and involves us, we must determine on tlie line of conduct to be adopted 
in making a representation or otherwise to his Imperial Majesty. 


EXTRACT. LEIOTRin the Secret Department, &pm Urn SELECT COMMITrEE of 

Supracargoes at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 6th 

February 1815. 

Par. 6. SiNCK the date of our last Addres.s, the Emperor’s answer, in reply to the State¬ 
ment made, by the Canton Government respecting the Linguist Ayow, has been received 
into Canton, we have obtained a copy of this document, a translation of which we have 
the honour to forward. 

6. From this your Honourable Committee will perceive that the punishing the Linguist 
by banishment to Elu is confirmed, and that from the wording of the reply amjde power 
is given to the Canton Government to charge and punish any individual for the offence of 
serving or having secret intercourse with foreigners; and from the (locument.s already 
transmitted, your Honourable Committee must be fully aware with what facility any 
charge may be brouglit against an individual; and his own confession by the torture will 
be obtained, as the wishes of the Mandarin may direct. 

7. From the eat parte statement of tlie Canton Government, perhaps we had no just 
ground to expect that any other reply could be made from Pekin; at the same time 
we must observe, that the usual practice of submitting these cases to the (Board) 
Supreme Council was on this occasion dispensed with. From this we infer some unfair 
advantage lias been taken by interested jHjrsons here; and aware with what facility 
money may be applied, we are inclined to believe that this has l)een employed to secure 
the sentence against the Linguist being confirmed, which, had it jwoceeded through the 
customary forms, and undt^r the Superior Council, might have been rejected. 

8. It appears from this document, that apprehension from the Christians is still 

prevalent. I'he serious insurrections that tewk place during the last year were endea¬ 
voured to be attributed to the Christians. It perha|)8 can excite no surjwise that the 
officers of Government should generally, throughout the Empire, concur in endeavour¬ 
ing to find some other cause than their own malpractices and misgovernment in these 
discontents. , 

9. In compliance with the directions contained in the Imperial answer, the Linguist 
Ayow was summoned before the Fooyuen and otlier principal cdGcers of the Canton 
Govenmient, He was interrogated as to his being a Christian, whi(;h he had no diffi¬ 
culty in denying, and performed the ceremonies required of tranq)ling on the cross with¬ 
out hesitation. No further questions were proposed, and he was remanded to prison tn 
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await the final orda- from Pekin, when he will set out on his journey to tile place of 
his banishment, Elu, supposed to be situated north of NepMili 

10. No further official communications have as yet passed between the Canton Govwi- 
ment and our Committee on this subject. It was undertood that the Fooyuen was most 
inimically disposed, and much inclined to avail himself of the latitude given by the ex¬ 
pression of “rigorous inquiry,” to extort some farther matter on whidh he oOuld ground 
an attack on us, or on some of the Merchants or persons connected with the^reign trade; 
but we are given to understand he found his wishes were not seconded by either the Vice¬ 
roy or other Mandarins, who probably, from having been longer in Canton^ wmre better 
acquainted with the consequences; and having experienced our firmness in resisting any 
oppressive mwisure, may have conceived it more politic to allow the affair to drop. 

11. Having no real or just grounds for their proceedings, we believe that if this conduct 
was fairly stated to the Pekin Government, it would be condemned, not from any sense 
of humanity or com}mssion to an injured individual, but on the score of policy, in endanger¬ 
ing a commerce so generally beneficial to the provinces they are appointed to govern. We 
are, ho#ever, unwilling to intrude our complaints to Pekin, as they will come with so 
much more effect from your Honourable Committee or from Bengal. We are rather dis- 
p)8ed to permit the affair to remain for the present; but as no reliance can be placed on 
the officers of this Government, and as intrigues may always be at work to excite thent 
against foreigners and foreign trade, we must await, in order to ascertain what may be 
the real intentions and designs of the Fooyuen and his instigators; and in the event of 
further attack, there will remain the resource of carrying our remonstrances to Pekin. 

12. Your Honourable Committee will no doubt appreciate the difficulties and the 
anxiety that must attend our differences and discussions with this Government. We feel, 
however, that they are unavoidable; for on our firmly resisting their unjust attempts can 
we alone depend on the,se attempts ceasing to be made. We are confident our resistana? 
at the early part of this season operated in preventing any further measure being com¬ 
menced against the foreign trade. 


(14.)—RESPECTING THE COMPANY'S SHIP OENEEAl. IIEVVIIT. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 4th November 1816. 

Company’s Ship Par 1. We have fully detailed to the Honourable Court the discussions in which’we 
General Hewitt, have been engaged by the hostile measures pursued by the Viceroy of Canton, in the first 
instance, towards the General HdWitt,.and the determined refusal of the ol^cers of 
Government to receive or reply to our addresses; and lastly, the arbitrary and unjustifiable 
act of seijsing our Compradore, maltreating him in a manner used towards the lowest 
crimiuals, upon an absurd accusation that he shewed Europeans the way to the city, ot* at 
least, that he, as residing in our ImuM, j^ust jknow the criminal p^sbn. 
j2. Whenever the officers of Government are unable to attach any blame to the Com- 
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raittee itse]f> <^ey eesort to sooie tyrannical measure towards tlie natii^es in our employ; 
and this is tlie sole crime of which they could venture to accuse the innocent, sufferer. Wo 
do int^t ooflMidently hope your Honourable Pommittee will conader that iiie our fcoundoii 
duty to protect the persons in our emjdoy j and at the same, time that we hope for tlie 
ap^nobation of your Honourable Court for the fmbearance sliewn .in tlie prescait instsmee, 
when our ships unladen are under their control, and die particular circumstance of the 
Embassy being in this ©wntry. We do also trust your Honourable Committee will deem 
it our duty, at the dose of this Season, or the commencement of die ensuing, to bring to 
some final dedsion the two essential parts of protet'tion to natives in our employ, and the 
reception of our addresses, with replies properly addressed to the Committee, taking, for 
the basis of our negoctadems, the convention signed by the present Viceroy in 1814. 


I’APr.RS 
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Company's 8hip 
General Hewitt. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the PubUc Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Gftnton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 8tli November 1816. 

Par. 3. On our arrival in Canton we found that the General Hewitt was detained below 
the Bogue, and one of the Hong Merchants deputed to examine and inquire whether she 
had actually conveyed the presents to Tring Sing. This measure was asserted to he 
necessary, in consequence of a report from a Mandarin at Macao, which stated that .she had 
proceeded to a port on the coast, and delivered over the presents to the other vessels. Wo 
lost no time in addressing the Viceroy, assuring him she had proceeded to the port of Tring 
Sing, landed the presents,, and, in pursuance of orders received in England, had relurnwl 
to Canton for a cargo of teas; and we expressed our anxiety for an early despatch. 

4. In the mean time, through the intercession of the Hong Mercliant deputed to the 
Bogue, and Captain Campbell’s exertions, the General Hewitt was brought above the 
second bar, but surrounded by armed boats, all communication forbid, and, at first, ])ro- 
visions denied ; the latter prohibition was in two days removed. It became our duty to 
remonstrate against such proceedings, and we should have been fully justified in resetting 
to the strongest measures in our jxiwer for removing this insult to the British flag; but 
keeping in view your Honourable Court’s orders to avoid, at present, all altercation with 
the officers of the Government, and anxious not to place his Extvllcncy, Lord Amherst, 
in any unpleasant situation at tliis place, we addressed a moderate letter to the Viceroy, 
pointing out the indignity which we conceived was offered to a ship sent on a friendly 
misrion, and again solicited the usual permission for lading the General Hewitt. 

5. During the time that the translating of this chop required, we were distressed at 
the severe treatment which the Merchants received, from an assertion that they had mis¬ 
represented the orders of the Emperor. This arose |rom a Chinese character being uswl 
in our letter for Canton, which, strictly translate, means the city, and the waters running 
by it, from whence it was absurdly asserted we required the vessel being brought to the 
city wall. We did not hesitate a moment in correcting the error, by addressaug the Vice¬ 
roy, but this explanation he refused to receive; and though we declined addresang any 
other Mandarin, we readily proposed to write a letter to the Merchants themselves, which 

relicvetl 
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rdieved tlnnn Atun further trouhI& Thdsvmode of RURckiog the MtiTea. couched with 
tie, Ibramj errors committed, will nodouht eppea^ po ftm Court toti^uire 

('frievSs^Ac. «K»t seriousattoitiai i and weare about to bring to the notice of ^miourable Court 

_‘ a most aggravated and unproi^tHi attack by this mode of prooedure.. , . 

(Company's Ship , g. The merchants, for some time, refused to convey our addrowes to the iifandadns, 
(tpneral Hewitt. ^jjg„ induced to carry them, mrtumed tliem as teing refused. This act, j» direct 
violation of the ConvenUon agreed to and signed by the presrtit Viceroy jfi 1S14, would 
of itself have authorieed strong measures; we stUl, however, under the pecuiiw circum¬ 
stances of the Embassy, forebore proceeding to those lengths which this breach of faith 
would justify, but endeavoured, by every moderate means in our power, to enforce the 
reception of our addresses. The Merchants had obtained the Hoppo's sanction to landing 
the stores for His Majesty’s ships; but much delay occurred after their promise of its 
being granted. They asserted, tliat if we could assure the IIoppo that the General 
Hewitt should remain till the Ambassador arrived, that her lading would be commenced. 
On this we could place but little reliance; however, they were assured, in return, that 
such a request, coming from either Mandarin, by letter, would be taken into,considera¬ 
tion ; and they were led to understand that it might be considered of sufficient importance 
to induce us to deviate from the positive orders of a speedy despatch. At length our 
second address was received, and an Edict published to the Merchants, which, we were 
informed, was the only reply we were to expect. 

7. On prusal of this Edict,we were pleased to find that the Viceroy had abstained from 
tlie severe and haughty language of which in late years we hawe had so much reason to 
compluin. At the Satiie time, the mode of replying to our address, and the concluding 
order to the Merchants, enabling them at all times to refuse conveying them, were pints 
of such material consequence to the interests of the Honourable Company, that we felt 
ourselves compelled to convey our sentiments to the Viceroy. 

8. It evidently appeared to us by the tenor of the Viceroy’s Edict, that he by no means 
felt himself justified in his proceedings towwrds the General Hewitt; and although we 
apprehended, if there was any truth in the assM-tion of his having solicited the orders of 
the Empror on the lading of the ship, that ho could not yield this point, we determined 
on moving the General Hewitt to Whampa, as the only means of relieving her from the 
disgraceful situation in which she was placed, and of removing the guard boats. Captain 
Campbell was apprized of our intentiou; but pevious to i^uing the orders, we addressed 
the Hopp, informing him that, in compliance with the Emperor's wishes for that ship 
proceeding to Canton, we had directed the commander to bring her to ’iVhampoo, the 
anchoring place of thisprt; and we further took the opprtunity of convincing his Ex¬ 
cellency, that though loaded, she should remain till the arrival of the Ambassador, but 
if that was protracted to an unreasonable time, we trusted their Excellencies would con¬ 
sider the orders under which we acted. 

9. The intent of this letter was frusteated by a refusal to receive it, and Captain 
CampMl, by the apparent fair promises of the Mandarin guarding his ship, was induced 
to delay his moving. In the fiiwi instance, the delay was fegretted, but under the pecu¬ 
liar circumstances of the case, we approved Uf Captiun Campbell’s caution. These 
delays enabled the Mandarins, oil Will seen on refermiceto dur Consultations, to form 
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such a plan m to ttaSd it appear hm'alter that they themselves dlt^tdl tile ihq) to move 
to Whampoa; hut it is to be observed, the MandSriU deputed m this otsutsioni sras not to 
grant his sanction till he was coavint^d Caj^iB Gmnpbell cotdd not disob^ffho^ordm of 
the Committee. The similarity of this attempt to influence commandears oft^ips'to dis¬ 
obey the orders of the Committee, to that resorted to witii the country trade m 1814, is 
too strong to require any comments, and no doubt «dll so fbreibly appear to ytntr 
ilbhourable Courts as to insure a repetition of tlie orders of this season, which we iHth 
pleasure lake the opportunity of acknowledging have been willingly attended to by com¬ 
manders of all vessels trading to tins port. 

10. The General Hewitt’s moving to Whampoa was a satisfactory object gained, as 
there could fto longer exist any pretence for guarding her by armed bewits. Her pro- 
ceeiling to Whampoa without opposition from the Chinese, was pleasing; at the same 
time, we had no cause on this occasion to apprehend resistance, from a conviction that the 
Viceroy had exceeded his authority. We are not so confident that your Honourable 
Court will approve of our orders to return a fire; but on a deliberate consideration of 
the peculisfr case in which the Hewitt was placed, denied by the Chinese to belong to the 
merchant service, but as having accompanied the Embassy, was in their cstianation a 
King’s ship, we do trust your Honourable Court will consider us authorized to direct 
re.sistance in the event of an attack; and we should be wanting in our duty if we did 
not fwint out to your Honourable Court, that it is only from a belief that we dare not 
return a shot, that could ever induce the Viceroy, on his own responsibility, to order 
such treatment. 

11. Our address to the Viceroy on the movement of the General Hewitt, had been four 
days in the Merchants’ jwssession, and from most trifling excuses ite presentation was 
delayed. At length this address together with one to the Hoppo, were returned, ami it 
was declared that these officers would not i^eceivc them. As far as concerned tl»c General 
Hew'itt, the delivery of this address was not material, further than the object of placing 
our sentiments and feelings on the records, if presen’ed, in China; but as the kttersraore 
especially entered into a defence of our conduct, and reejuired some reply on the point of 
our addresses being received and answered, we deemed it our duty to proceed to the city 
gates, and in a few hours (’aptain Jameson assembled a party, and delivered the letter to 
a Mandarin at the gate of the Viceroy’s palace. 

12. We beg here to express o#r acknowledgments to Captain Jameson and the Com¬ 
manders who accompanied him, for their ready compliance with our wishes, and for the 
able and discreet manner in which they were carried into effect. We have particularly 
to notice the conduct of Mr. Bannerraan, who volunteered his services, and whost' 
knowledge of the language proved highly beneficial on this occasion. We have further 
to express our satisfaction at the progress made by Mr. Bannernumi, whose assiduity 
in endeavouring to accomplish this desirable obj^ect i# highly pleasing to us, and credit¬ 
able to himself. 

18. Having fully explained to your Honourable Court the measures pursued on this 
occasion, which we trust will be considered as carried to the utmost line of forbtorance, 
we have to bring to the notice of your Honourable Court a most provoked and unjusti¬ 
fiable attack on us in the person of our Compradore. We must acknowledge it has not 
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been ususual for tire Mandariiw to epdowour to ^ perht^ 
the feelings of the Committee, by similar acts titf tymmoy m th^lr own subjects on mmi 
oecHsioiis; but when committed in direct 'Eolation of the^ocmTention agreed to in 18H by 
the prcarnt Viceroy, it will t#)rd a convincing proof of what little reliance. (»n be placed 
on the Edicts of the oncers of the Cant<m Grovemmcnt, much less on the promises con¬ 
veyed to us verbally,by the Merchants, 

14 The Coinpradore was summoned to the city, mwi two Merchants deputed to the 
President ; to apprise him of the circumstance. In the presence of these Merdjants, who 
must have been well aware of the fate that awaited him, the Compradore, conscious of his 
innocence, declared his wish to answer the summons. In a few hours he wm beaten m»d 
tortured in order to draw from him a confession oi wlmt native had shown the Europeans 
the way to the Viceroy’s house. A reference to records of the fretjueni: visits made to 
tlie gates and within the city, would prove the fallacy of such an attempt to cover deli¬ 
berate insult to the Committee, which the Mandarins do not fail to resort to whenever 
they are unable to attach any blame to the Committee itself. If such a proceeding is not 
firmly resisted, it will become necessary to forego ail communications with the* officers of 
Government. The Merchants are directed not to convey our letters, and when carried by 
Europeans to the city, directeil there to be received by the laws of China, a Compra¬ 
dore, entrusted with the charge of our treasury, is seized, beaten and tortured in a 
manner used only to tlie lowest criminal. Under these circumstances, your Honourable 
Court will perceive uo respectable Chinese can be found to serve us. 

15. We have endeavoured by every possible means to obtain his release, but it is with 
regret we state they have been ineffectual, and that the Merchants have evinced an indif¬ 
ference on this occasion liighly discreditable to themsedves. We have, however, attended 
to their suggestion to remain quiet, under a belief that the object in view might be 
obtained: in the mean time, however, we deemed it necessary to prepare the Cornwall 
as a packet, that, in the event of trade being stopped, we might secure a conveyance for a 
statement of facts, to relieve your Honourable Court from the apprehensions occasioned by 
private reports. Delay was con valient in order to complete the cargo of the Cornwall, 
and that object bang accomplished, we have applied for the port clearance, stating as the 
motives for, tliis despatch, the necessity of apprizing the high authorities in England bf 
the cause of detention of the General Hewitt. 

16. On a reriew of our proceedings, we do confic|#mtly hope your Honourable Court 
will be satisfied that forbearance has lieen carried to the utmost extent, and that an 
anxiety to prevent embarraksment to his Excellency Lord Amherst, will be deemed by 
your Honourable Court a sufficient reason for not resorting to such measures as are in our 
power, and which we believe might have brought this discussion to a dose. What further 
remarks may be requisite on tliis subject, we shall have the honour to address in our Se¬ 
cret Department, and proca^d to th%details necessary on the despatch of the Cornwall 

9A. Since writing the above paragraphs we reQeived an Edict of the Viceroy, a trahsia- 
tiun of which is forwarded in the extracts from our Consultations, and will tio doubt evince 
to your Honourable Court the difficulty under which we labour in all negodatiems with a 
government so void df truth in all ,tb^ proceedmgs, and whose Edid^ and actions on no 
occasion accord. Your Hcmourahla .Courti will observe the declaration of our address 
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having been printed by the Merchants, at the ttioment that our Compradore is still in 
cwifinement, and has undergone the severest treatment from false accusation of having 
ccmdueted Europeans into the city. It is however a conclusive argument, that we cora- 
mitted no error in proceeding to the city with our address, as it would have been readily 
seized as an net of delinquency had it been contrary to the laws of China The descsribing 
the General Hewitt as lying at the second bar, or rather affecting ignorance of her being 
at Whampoa, is a convincing proof, added to many, of the statements that are made on all 
transactions with foreigners. Should any reply l>e necessary, which however at the present 
moment with some prospect (ff commencing the lading of the General Hewitt, may be 
doubtful, it will require much coninderation; and it only remains to assure your Honour¬ 
able Court, that however we must feel the continual insults in refusing our addresses, and 
the 8 t 3 'le of repl^ng to them, together with the unjust seizure and detention of our Com- 
pradore, we shall exert the utmost forbearance to jwevent any embarrassment to the Em¬ 
bassy during its residence in Canton. We beg however to suggest to your Honourable 
Court a letter from His Majesty's Ministers to the Viceroy, warning him that a repetition 
of such ac^inust tend to break the bonds of amity so essential to lx)ih empires. 

22. We have now the pleasure to announce to your Honourable Court, that the Mer¬ 
chants have this morning presented an Edict, stating that a reply has been readved from his 
Imperial Majesty, granting the required cargo for the Hewitt, but clogged with pi-ovisoes 
from the Viceroy himself of an unpleasant nature. It is tlemimded that wo should write 
an address, which may Ix! considered as a Iwnd for the detention of the General Hewitt till 
the arrival of the Ambassador. We have assured the Merchants, that our word having been 
once pas.sed, as has been done in our former letters to the Viceroy and Hoppo, we shall 
never deviate, and that they may safely enter themselves into any security on this point. 
With respect to a positive injunction to load the returned presents in the Hewitt, we liave 
informed them that their shipment will depend entirely on the wisltes of the Ambassador. 
But we have peremptorily refused to write any letter dictated to us by those officers of 
Government, who have declined receiving our several addressscs, and obstinately persisted 
ill not acknoM'ledging us by replies, as agreed to in the year 1814. In this jwiiit we feel 
txsifident your Honourable Court will approve our steady resistance: and the conduct of 
the Merchants this morning, throwing every impediment in the way of reconciliation, was 
such as to compel us expressly to state, that the present discussion has been carried to a 
length, which their personal influence might have prevented, had not the two most wealthy 
Merchants conciiived it an opjxirtunity of once more making themselves the channel of 
communication between Europeans and the Government. 
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EXTRACT LETTER, in the Secret Department, ftoro the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 4th December 
1816. 

Par. 8. We have the pleasure to inform your Honourable Committee, that our Com- 
pradore has at length been liberated, after a confinement of thirty-five days} he is much 
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disfiguped, and evidently stiffen great j^Niid-frovn dte^ectvere treati^t be eiulured. Tbe 
Idngtik was released M the same tkne» bufc the pen«o» called > Atong is stUt in confine* 
ment. We called on the Merchants to knmf if this maa was detained in oonsequeoce 
of his visit to tile President, and they aas'nred us on inquiry dhat hi» further detenticm 
arose from several serious com|>}aints which had hoen prefemd t^ainat him by ihe vU* 
iage in which he resides; of tlie nature of these complaints however they declared them¬ 
selves ignorant it is with regret we observe that wo do not coniider oarsdves in any 
way indebted to the Merchants, at least the diree seniors, fiir this rel^sej the apathy 
shown by diem throughout this occurrence would lead to a confirmation of the accusa¬ 
tion against tliem In having been the priroaiy cause of this seizure. 

9. Your Honourable Committee will observe in our Secret Diary oftheS4tb Novem¬ 
ber, n serious cause of apprehension in the information which w’e iwve received of a pri¬ 
vate order from the Viceroy to the police magistrate, to seize several persons in our 
employ. We felt it our duty to prepare a letter on this subject, but Imve received such 
assurances from the Merchants that lead us to hope this severe measure will not be pur¬ 
sued at present $ but at the same time we fear that, notwithstanding the \toavention 
signed by the present Viceroy in 1814, it will be resorted to whenever the officers of 
Government may find an opportunity of annoying. Unwilling to enter into discussions 
unnecessarily, we have withheld our remonstrance, and as a change is to lake place in 
one of (he principal officers concerned in this measure, we trust the Merchants may 
prove successful in withdrawing the warrant. 

10. A statement of our Public Proceedings, ns regarded the General Hewitt, was for- 
wardetl to the Honourable Court by the Cornwall. Our en’ilcavours to remove the stigma 
thrown on a vessel attachetl to an important mission, and to carry into effect our orders 
in an early despatch of that ship, will, we hope, meet the approbation of your Honout'- 
able Committee. We have since that time proceeded quietly in the lading j but on 
the 2d insiant the Merchants delivered an Edict, which they informed us required 
a written assurance front the Committee that she should wail the return of the Ambas¬ 
sador, and that room should be left for the presents; die former demand intimated a 
doubt of the Committee fulfilling their engagements, which could not be considered 
but as insulting and unwarrantable in men who must know that the Committee had never 
deviated from their word. With respect to the presents, it had been fully explained to 
them, that whatever directions the Ambassiulor gave would be attended to, and they had 
been desired to state the number of ships that were at our disposal. In reply they de¬ 
clared they had signed a bond, slating every particular, as directed by the Committee; 
but the officers of Government were apprehensive that when loaded, the General Hewitt 
would be despatched: thi.s insinuation was offensive, but we stated that when we were 
satisfied of the contents of the Edict, it would be replied to. 

11 . We were apprehensive, by the mgnner of die Senior Merchant^ that more was 
implied than expressed by them, and in the evening, the teas ordered for the General 
Hewitt were stopped. This was an act thM broke every engagement; and wc prepuretl 
a short letter to tlie Viceroy, observing, that as the orders of his Imperial Majesty were 
disobeyed, it became our duty to Mow the instructions'of oinr Honourable Employers, 
iuy:l we luid therefore to request the grand chop, unless she was permitted to continue 
her lading. Wc apprized the Merchants of the contents, and called on them to use their 
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exertions to prevent any further discussion^ They were aware of tbd reiUKins of the delay 
is replying to die Edict) as all persons in our employ were fearful of attending; but 
wbUstit was fweparingit was their duty to prevent all irritating steps in their |iower, by 
proper explanation, to fulfil our wishes. Puankheqoa appeared to acknowledge the 
justice of our request, but Pinqna would net coincide, as they were of opinion nofurdier 
cai^ would be permitted unless our bond was given. We presented this short address, 
and if their endeavours failed with the Hoppo, diey might present it as onr reply to the 
Edict. We learn to-day the letter has been received by the Viceroy. 

12 . We should, ineur great risk of committing ourselves did we venture an opinion on 
the reply to this letter; but as the General Hewitt is not far short of her curgj), we 
trust your Honourable Committee would approve of the measure of despatch, should 
the credit of the nation require such a step. It only remains for us to assure your 
Honourable Committee, that it would not be resorted to but in the event of meeting 
such hostile language or treatment as would render further forbearance censurable. 
And we would wish to impress on your Honourable Committee, that we do not at pre¬ 
sent apprdifend any serious consequences. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 19th December 1816. 

Par. 3. It is with sali.sfuclion we report to your Honourable Court, that a full lading 
has been permitted to the General Hewitt, on the condition that she remains till the 
arrival of his Excellency Lord Amherst. The delay that, has occurred on this occasion 
has arisen from the highly reprehensible conduct of the Senior Merchants, who, in a 
most insulting manner, refused to place confidence in our word. The Viceroy required 
a reply to hi.s Edict, and the further security from the Merchants, that the General 
Hewitt should be detained till the return of the Ambassador. The reply to the Viceroy’s 
Edict was instantly prepared, and every assurance was given to the Merchants that it 
.shbuld be delivered to them whenever the offensive measure of stopping the teas ordered 
to be shipped for the Hewitt was removed, a measure which we believe originated in 
tlieir fears; but if it was determined by the officers of Government that no more cargo 
should be permitted, it became our duty to de.spatch that ship immediately. 

4 . After a discussion of several days, when the Merchants found us determined in 
our resolution of despatch, a proposal was made by one of them of an additional para¬ 
graph to our letter, the purport of which had been privately explained to him. The 
object propased to us was, the requesting the favour of an immediate despatch of the 
Hewitt, and a promise that two vessels should be detained for whatever articles his Ex¬ 
cellency the Ambassador might wish to send on'board. This was readily admitted, but 
they were apprised that we did not bind ourselves to ship the presents. A proposition 
was at length made by the Merchants, whether, if all the forms of shipping the teas in 
dispute were.accomplished, we would deliver the reply directly into their hands. This 
having been the sole preliminary required by us, was readily assented to, and we lioped 
no further discussion would be necessary. 
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6. The Merchan'ts, however, returned with our letter and proposed several alt^»- 
tions, which seemed suggestions of th^ oWn; and' dtoi^h apparently trilling in their 
nature, might have been turned to improper use; these weretl^efore refused. In this 
conversation, the intent tt£ die Merchant in Imposing the addlt»»itd paragraph wv 
discovered; and hod we been dependent on the Chinese for our tnunihiti<»ia, as in former 
days, when this Merchant conducted the negociations with the officers of Oovemment, 
we should have been made to promise that die Hewitt should await the arrival of the 
Ambassador; but that if his Excellency despatched her immediately, two ships would 
be detained for the presents. This prevarication and attempt to overreach the Com¬ 
mittee led to an unpleasant discussion; however, we could but regret we were deceived 
in the support that had been promised by him, mid that the paragraph had been inserted. 
Unless, therefore, we were permitted to withdraw this request, no alteration could be 
made in the letter. 

6. The Senior Merchants assembled the Juniors, and made a formal visit to the 
Factory, the purport of which the President had previously learnt was to obtain fresh 
assurances that the Committee were sincere in their intention of detaining'^e Hewitt 
Having also been apprized that the Viceroy was satisfied with our reply, and only 
required the security of the Merchants for its strict observance, their hesitation on this 
point (which had led to the stoppage of the leas) was an insult that called for the 
strongest marks of our displeasure; and the President trusts your Honourable Court 
will approve of his refusing to converse further on this subject, or to summon the Com¬ 
mittee. He desired them, Mr. Urmston lieing present, to obey the commands of the 
Viceroy, or to present the iisiial application to the Hoppo for the port clearance, which 
he delivered to the Head Merchant. They declined the latter alternative, and pro¬ 
ceeded to the city to sign the required bonds. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Seciet Department, from Uie SELECT COMMiri’EE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 19th December 1816. 

I 

Par. 1. We had last the honour to address your Honourable Committee on the 4th 
November, and it is with satisfaction we report that our endeavours to obtain a full 
cargo for the Honourable Company’s ship General Hewitt, have been successfal, 

S. It has been our intention on finding the arrival of the Ambassador did not take 
place at the time appointed by the Viceroy, to request His Excellency would grant per¬ 
mission for the sailing of the Hewitt, on our pledging that two vessels should be reserved 
for whatever articles his Excellency the Ambassador might wish to be shipped. We 
were precipitated into this measure by a similar proposition being made by one of the 
Merchants, and his anxiety for iS insevtion in our letter led us to hope a favourable 
result. The turn, however, that was intended to be given to such application is fully 
detailed in our Public Letter by this opportunity, and most clearly evinces the necessity 
of encouraging, by every means, an oblainment of a perfect knowledge of the Chinese 
language. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public D^rtttient, from the SELECT COMMITTEE — - 

at Cauton to the Court of Directofs, dated 8th November 1816. Majesty s S up 

, Altestt*. 

Pw, 23. We have now to report io your Honourable Court the safe arrival of the 
Alceste and Lyra pn the 2d instant off Lintin. By letters received from Captain 
Maxwell tliis evening, we have reason to apprehend that the same hostile measures are 
proceeding with His Maje-sty’s ships ns was adopted with the General Hewitt; however, 
as it is probable that us the discussion will occur without the Bogue, no material obstruc¬ 
tion is to be apprehended to our concerns, and we trust in a short time to be enabled to 
despatch to your Honourable Court the early ships of the season with more authentic 
information. 


LETTER from Sir Theophilus J. Metcalfe, Bart, PllESIDEN'r of the SELECT 
COMMITTEE of Siipracargoes at Canton, to Thomas Reid, Esq., Chairman of the 
Honourable Court of Directors, dated Canton, the 16th November 1816. 

(Private.) 

Dear Sir: 

The American Consul called on me late this evening, to say, a fast sailing American 
vessel would be despatched per Amsterdam to-morrow. To write a public opinion on 
the result of Wednesday night v^ould be committing ourselves; but as exaggerated 
reports now flying about will reach England, it will prove satisfactory to you to receive 
some particulars from me. On the arrival of the Alceste, a Mandarin with a blue 
button went on board at Lintin, stating himself to be deputed from the Viceroy; he 
was civilly received. Captain Maxwell requested him to convey his wishes to the 
Vjeeroy for entering the Bogue, and fair promises were given. In a day or two another 
Mandarin visited the Alceste, who declared himself to be deputed by the Viceroy. On 
Captain Maxwell observing he had already communicated with an officer of rank, who 
had promised to convey his wishes to tlm Viceroy, he was informed the first Mandarin 
was not authorized in what he had done or said. Captain Maxwell instantly requested 
some proof by which he might ascertain on what authority he himself visited the ship. 
Tlie reply was given in strong a.ssurance.s, and ns a proof, he would instantly return to 
the Viceroy, and bring such an answer. Captain Maxwell desired him to fix a day, and 
he named five days hence, to which the Captain objected, as being too long, but at 
length agreed, and describing his ship in distraas frofn bad weather, stated the necessity 
of proceeding into smooth water within the Bogue. This roan departed, promising to 
return with a reply. Captain Maxwell remained quiet six days, receiving many insults 
to the British flag. Provisions were only to be procured by the Cuinpradores at night 
bringing them on board. Armed boats, though keeping some distance, were stationed 
round her. These removed themselves in a few day.s, but were met again near Chunpec. 
The time being expired, the Alceste weighed anchor, and proceeded to Chunpee. She 
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found atadoned here a dotJjlaof boatSr the Comniaiidn^ of whidt sent a -low CMnese to 
lU-irew of to anchor, or a gun would be fired. ; The wdidi httd'scarcely paued his 

tirievances &c. n»opth when the threat was put in execatioDi and dhc^'fired teeend guns uHWiout shot. 

Captain Maxwell received it as a salute, and returii^ it wi^ biankroartridge. ^ortl^^ 
Ills Majesty’s Ship however, shot passed by from junks aUd the fopt. ¥o« will'readily^conceive the 
Alceste. feelings of a Captain of a British man-Of^war, who in this spot was Contnieting no act 
that could give oifenoe»for the ship was below the place where the utenNo^rWUr usually 
anchor. One shot fired over tiie Chinese Commandant’s head silenced i:heie warriors, 
and Captain Maxwell feeling pity for the men, acting most probably under strictorders, 
did not continue. The wind failing, and tide nearly down, the Alceste was compelled 
to anchor; and here 1 must observe^ that a Merchant told me this mornnig that this 
step was reported to be in consequence of the active exertions of the squadron. In' the 
evening the wind proving favourable, Captain Maxwell weighed anchor, for having found 
the Chinese so determinedly hostile, it became necessary to support the honour of the 
flag, and to maintain the privilege granted to the Xtion) by instmitly prooseding within 
the Bogue. .The moment she weighed, a signal was made from the boats,'’Itud 'lights 
displayed at all the forts, with a sbai'p cannonade from four forts, containing probably 80 
or iOO guns, two of which have been lately erected.- iieverai shot struck the Alceste, 
two of which are at present in her bows, and it was impossible to carry forbearance any 
further. Captain Maxwell when sufficiently near the forts, about half a musket shot, 
poured in his broadside; the lights disappeared in a moment, and little more was heard 
from those on the starboard side; but a fort on the larboard, against which the guns 
could not be brought to bear, continued its fire for some time. The Alceste anchored 
at second bar without further molestation, and Captain Maxwell arrived in Canten this 
morning. Thus for is a short statement of tlie movement of the Alceste, which will un¬ 
doubtedly give rise to many reports. We have now from the inferior Chinese accounts 
from three to forty men killed; but from the manner in which the Senior Merchants 
behaved yesterday, when they declared their ignorance of any firing having taken place, 
and their readiness to place the ship in any port, if she would retire in one day, I am 
Jed to believe they will not admit the firing, and that they would willingly hush up the 
encounter. This England cannot consent to, and believe me, sir, the acts of a Viceroy 
will ever continue arbitrary and unjust, if not properly resisted. The trade only re¬ 
quires a check on his conduct, and the extortion of other Mandarins at Canton, and I 
trust the cautious, judicious and firm conduct of Captain Maxwell on this occasion, will 
lay the foundation of placing the Company’s trade on a steady footing, and receive that 
support from the Ministers and Court of Directors as will convince the Chinese the 
blood of Lord Anson still Hows in the veins of Englishmen: I might be told, as Pre¬ 
sident of the Factory, these are not the sentiments I should promulgate; in reply, J 
assert they are the sentiments held In prirate by every man who has visited China in the 
last twenty years, and it is only to be regretted, the constant vtctqries gained by a 
few Supraoargoes should not have carried such conviction, as to make tfiese sentiments 
more agreeable. I am aware they are not to be stated in a public letter, but as through¬ 
out life I have never disguised my opinions, I feel it my duty to convey them in some 
manner. I have lost my most worthy father, and have not the honotir of being inti¬ 
mately known to any Director. That father inirodnced me to you, and taught me, sir, 
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t» respect jiOMridifunMitc^ to d^^^ree that !ias induced me, in a mi:t^are of public and 
f»rivet% to convey ^ Actual state df things in Chino. 

Now, cey good sir, to the part we have token in regard to the AlcCste. Witli the 
Merdtants I have declined att mterieretice, and referred them to her captain. But, as 
was my duty, I privately warned Captain Maxwell of the character of those he had to 
deal with. If be did not think the privilege establi^ed by the Lion, viz. entering the 
Bogne, a sufficient point to be attempted whilst any risk of discussion existed, I suggested 
a plan of proceedings tor remaining without the Bogue; but if he conceived the Ambas¬ 
sador wished, and ins own judgment determined him that it should be insisted upon, I 
then pointed out the tollacy of n^ociation, and that in China the act must be performed 
and afteinrards discussed. Had any formal application been made, it would have been 
refused ; not upon the laws of China, but the arbitrary pleasure of an hostile Viceroy, 
and any proceeding contrary to his expressed will and pleasure would have proved very 
serious. As it is, I do hope the Viceroy will discover his error throughout, and that no 
evil consequences may mrise to our trade. In a fortnight 1 hope we may despatch some 
n£ nun ililjlt with the result. From present appearances, 1 should boldly say, there is 
no cause tor apprehenuon, but if L am mistaken, 1 should beg to plead, that the man 
who can, in China, deddedly prophecy the acts of the moiTOW, is unborn. A few more 
words on myself. If these ideas should be held as too strong, I have only to request I 
may be judged by my public acts, and I feel confident that no chief under whom I have 
served will .scruple to say, the Company never hud a more zealous servant. Tliroughout 
ray conduct in this present discussion, I condemn myself for forbearance; at the same 
time, I act from instructions, and have only the alternative of endeavouring to convince 
the Court, that absolute submission is not necessary. I trust I never shall be the cause 
of losing the trade, or, 1 hope, give tlie Company real cause to be offended with me. 
Again apologizing for intruduig myself on you, 

I remain, dear Sir, your's most faithfully, 

(Signed; Theos. J. Metcalfe. 
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EX'fRACT LFXrER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 4th December 
1816. 

Par. 9. Since we had last the honour to address the Honourable the Secret Com- 
inerciul Committee by the. Corn wall, His Majesty’s ship Alceste has entered tlie river, 
and we beg to refer to our Public Consultations o& the. 17th November for the state¬ 
ment which we received from Captain Maxwell of his proceedings, and the hostile 
opposition of the forts at the Bogue, unjustifiable in its commencement, at Chunpee, 
and we are confident in no means warranted by any orders from his Imperial Majesty. 
When it was known that the Alceste. had entered the Bogue, we learnt that an Edict 
was published in the city, notifying tliat although unusual for King’s vessels to enter 
the river, on tliis particular occasion permission had been granted. Such an assertion 
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0 , Captain Maxwell on hi$ arrival in Ca^d'addlk^M^a lbtte^^^t^^^ 
was translated by Mr. Bannerman widt 'fbe inyi^ncb df 
llis Majesty's Ship pleasure we notice the satisfaction expressed by Captain Maxwdl} of tfae^ manner hi 
Aiceste. which this translation was made. The let^ar was srat through one of the lompindores 
to Uie head Merchant by Captain Maxwell, vdth particular directions that he should 
deliver it with his compliments. The Pre«Hdent bad previously informed the £tenior 
Merchants, that it would be delivered to them in this manner or by Captain Maxwell 
himself. It was at their own request that they became the bearers of the letter; it 
however suited the purpose of Government that the Committee should be connect 
with this transaction, and consequently the Merchants did not scruple to assert they 
had received the letter fomn the President; our Cpmpradore readily appeared before 
the Merchants, and declared that he had never mentioned Sir T. Metcalfe’s name, but 
stated the letter was delivered to him by Captain Maxwell Pinqua and Puankbequa 
however firmly denied this, and churned a right to belief from their both cdfteiK^^p^Tin 
the assertion; we are, however, confident the Compradore would not have ventured to 
appear before them in this manner, had he not strictly obeyed the injunctions given 
him. Any altercation must have led to a very serious dispute, but we have thought it 
our duty to report it to your Honourable Committee, as a proof of the deceits which 
are practised in all negociations with this Government. 

4. This conduct came to our knowledge by our permitting Fuank^qua to read an 
address from the Viceroy to the Merchants, which directed them to apprise the 
President for the information of the British Captain, of his answer to Captain 
Maxwell's letter; the preamble of which stated the letter had been delivered to them 
by die President In the course of the reading of this document, to which we bad 
consented as a private communication, we fully discovered tlieir intention of reporting 
to the Viceroy that his orders had been obeyed; wc therefore stopped their further 
proceedings, and we trust your Honourable Committee will approve of our determina- 
tion not to interfere in this discussion. 

5. It appeared by Uie extracts read to us, that the Viceroy had omitted such parts' of 
Captain Maxwells' letter, the tern^ which might cifoer be olfensive to the Govern¬ 
ment, or more particularly pointed out the unjustifiable acts of hostility; the defence 
set up fur the conduct of the officers of the forts was alleged to arise from the hasty 
proceeding in entering the Bogue, which did not permit the receipt of his orders, said 
to have been published on that very day, in the Edict to which we have alluded in the 
2 d Paragraph. We do not hesitate to express our firm belief that no success would 
have attended negociation, and that but for the jpdicious and firm conduct of Captain 
Maxwell, the privilege granted in*l 798 jvouM hot have been preservCdi ’ 

6 . Although we had informed the Merchants font no Captaui in Hk MaJCs^V 
employed on so important a mission, could receive an answer addi*^^ to Mhirchahts, 
they proceeded to visit Captain Maxwell, tvho, as expected, refused to see them.' They 
afterwards sealed the paper, and wnl it by a Compradore, which was returned, and on 
oyr pointing out the imprqirietycl such a proceeding,'they declare^ the Order fifom 
the Viceroy is so positive, that they must endeavour, by tdl means in their powfef, to 

‘ ^ obtain 
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oblBin its receptions we have assured them this is unavailing, andiif the answer is not 
given in a respectful manner, it is not required, but Captain Maxwell will prolmbly 
again address the Viceroy. The Lyra brig anchored at the second bar without molesta¬ 
tion ; pilots were offered, and every mark of attention shown on passing through the 
Bogue. 


(16 )-DI.SCUS8IONS WITH THE aOVERNMENT OF CANTON.—SEASON 1817-18. 

EX I'RACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

of Supracargoes at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 8th December 1817. 

Par. 62. Im the course of last summer, an attack, of an unusually daring and 
atrocious nature, was made by a party of Chinese upon the American ship Wabash, 
while a t^(»Hchor in Macao Roads, by which several American seamen were killed, 
■property in opium, dollars and articles of lesser value, was carried off. We deemed it 
proptsr to address the Government upon tliis occasion, to give weight to the representa¬ 
tions of the Consul of the United States upon a subject which involved the interests of 
all foreign nations trading to China. A number of the robbers were shortly arrested, 
together with considerable part of their booty: three of the former underwent capital 
punishment at Canton ; the opium being a prohibited article was ordered to be 
destroyed, but the money wa.s restored to the commander of the ship, who was called 
before the Quangchow Foo, and dismissed with a reprimand for appearing upon the 
coast of China with a prohibited article, by which he bad subjected himself to a punish¬ 
ment, though it was remitted in this instance as an act of clemency. 

63. 'The captains of the country ships then recently arrived appealed to us for 
instructions for their guide : the question was one of peculiar delicacy. Nations in 
general must be admitted to possess the right of regulating their commerce according to 
their separate views of policy; but China forms an exception to civilized countries, 
u4iere trade is regulated by treaties. Foreigners have, equally with natives, the 
protection of the laws. When custom is invariably referred to by one party as the rule 
of action, it is but equitable that the advantages of that test should be reciprocal. 
Viewed in a prudential light, the admission of the novelty attempted to be imposed by 
the Merchants was greatly to be deprecated, as the records of the official year 1800-01 
prove, that a conspiracy to attach the charge of smuggling to an obnoxious Hong is 
within the ingenuity of tlie Chinese. Upon reviewing tlie circumstances likely to arise 
from tl»e admission of the bond by foreigners, we resolved to oppose the measure 
rigorously, issued orders to the commanders of all country ships, forbidding the 
signature of any such instrument; after a con^derable delay, and some correspondence 
with the Merchants, the measure was abandoned by them, and trade resumed as 
formerly. 

64. 'Transactions had scarcely taken their usual course, when threats of an intention 
on the part of the Chinese Government to search all ships in the river, occasioned a 
second appeal to our Board from the captains of country ships. The same reasoning 
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which against general principles justifies opj( 9 fiitifli| to the enactments irf thUOovern- 
ment, in the instance mentioned above, imposed it as a duty upon us to manifest a 
determination to unite the force of the British trade, to resist an innovation which 
would entail very serious impediments upon the trade between India and China. The 
removal of His Majesty's frigate Orlando from Lintin to Chunpee, joined with the 
publicity of the resolution to resist a search, we believe had a due effect, and the 
apprehensions of the attempt being made gradually disappeared. 


( 17 .)-DISCUSSIONS WITH THE fiOVERNMENT OF CANTON.-SEASON 1820-1821. 

Chinese killed by an Officer of the Company’s Ship London. 

LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Secret Committee of 
the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 7th December 1820. 

Par. 1. We avail ourselves of the departure of the American ship Ophelia, bound 
direct to Cowes, to address your Honourable Committee previously to our closing our 
despatches to England by the Honourable Company’s ships Orwell and Scaleby Castle, 
which will sail in a few days. 

2. We think this indispensably necessary lest information from other quarters should 
he received in England before those ships arrive, which may create alarm and appre* 
hension to the Honourable Court, from the unfortunate occurrence of a Chinese having 
been killed at Whampoa on the 27th ultimo, whereby we have been involved in a dis¬ 
cussion with this Government, and which at one time led us to apprehend the most 
serious embarrassment to the Honourable Company’s trade in China. 

3. As your Honourable Committee will very shortly be in possession of our detailed 
proceedings, we shall confine ourselves to a brief statement of the facts which caused this 
unfortunate occurrence, the steps adopted by the Chinese authorities in consequence, 
and the remarkable and singular circumstances which have been fortunately combined 
to bring about a favourable and speedy termination of the difficulties which have 
threatened the Honourable Company’s interests at this poit; the details of our pro¬ 
ceedings upon this important subject we shall forward by Uie Honourable Company’s 
ships Orwell and Scaleby Castle. 

4. On the 27th ultimo a boat from the Honourable Company’s ship London, with 
Mr. Pigott, fifth officer, and si?£ men, proceeded up a branch of the river some distance 
from the shipping, for the purpose of procuring water; during their passage up to tile 
watering place, as appears from the depositions of the seamen, they were assaulted with 
Stones, and al.so experienced (as is*but tbo common) much abusive language from the 
(hinese on the banks of the river; a ship’s musket had been unfortunately put into the 
boat, and Mr. Pigott, in order to intimidate the Chinese, on one occasion discharged 
it loaded with peas in the direction of a party consisting of men and boys who were thus 
irritatiim him; after an interval he loaded the gun with what is supposed he believed 
was^a lill^nk cartridge, and pn another occasion of abuse and much pelting, he discharged 

it 
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it a second time so loaded, intendingf to fine It over the heads of the'insulting parties; it 
appears he was liot aware that he had struck any of the Chinese hy these sliots; and it 
is stated by the seamen in the boat that they conceived no dangerous consequences had 
ensued. Having completed their watering trip, they returned late at night to the 
London. 

d. It has since appeared that both these shots took effect, the Srst by slightly wound¬ 
ing three boys, and the last by occasioning the death of a man. 

6. Some Chinese who were near the spot at the lime, in order to ascertain who were 
those who shot the man, pursued the London’s boat, and having traced her alongside, 
proceeded at once to the Mandarin of the district, and lodged a coinpliiint against that 
ship, with all the circumstances of this unfortunate event; the result of this was an offi¬ 
cial communication from the Puan-hu-Hien to the Merchants, recapitulating the cir¬ 
cumstances, and directing immediate inquiry to be made for ihc offenders, and the 
nation to which they belonged. This official document, dated on the 2d December, 
was communicated to us by the Merchants on the morning of the 29lh ultimo, and was 
the^^yiStjjmiihation we had of this unfortunate occurrence. 

7. The delay that thus occurred before we were inade acquainted with the circum¬ 
stance, and the advanced progress the affair had arrived ut in the knowledge of the offi¬ 
cers of Government, rendered it difficult, if not impossible, to silence its further progress 
by pecuniary bribes, but we lost no time in trying their efficacy, and succeeded so far 
with the family of the deceased Chinese, in quieting the exj)ression of their feelings, and 
neutralizing their evidence, as to make it appear this unfortunate occurrence w'as 
wliolly unintentional; and we sent off an express to Macao for Dr, Morrison, who 
was absent with our permission, but whose immediate presence now became indis¬ 
pensable. 

8. As we were assured a discussion with the Government was inevitable, and that 
their demand for an investigation into the affair and surrender of the offending parly 
would be peremptory, we lo.st no time on the 30th ultimo in appointing a Committee of 
Commanders, to proceed instantly to Whampoa to inquire into the circumstances, and 
make a report of their proceedings to us in writing. 

9. On the 1st instant the Puan YucHeen, Magistrate of the WJiampoa district, pro¬ 
ceeded down to ^Vhampoa, and, with the accustomed formality, held an inquest on the 
body of the deceased Chinese; and having completed the depositions taken on tliis 
occasion, he forwarded his report to the higher authorities; it arrived in due course to 
the knowledge of the Viceroy, who, jointly with the Hoppo, issued an Edict addressed 
to the Merchants, dated the 2d instant, requiring them without delay to acquaint the 
hingl’sh Chief with these occurrences, and directing instant measures to be taken for 
investigating the affair, and apprehending the offender. This Edict was communicated 
to us privately the same evening, and on the following morning, the 3d instant, we 
received it from the Merchants officially, it was also coupled with anotlier Edict from 
the Ptian-yue-been, stating that the business now assumed a more atrocious aspect, for 
it had been ascertained that three boys bad been wounded on the 2Tth ultimo, besides 
the Chinese who had been shot; it further added, that as tins affair was traced to have 
been committed by persons belonging to the London, all commercial intercourse tifould 
be suspended with that ship until the offending parties were delivered over to them Wr 

4. A 2 trial 


i lllNA K4FE11S. 

{E.| 

lledress ol' 
tirievances, &c. 

Discussions 
witli Canton 
(iovcnmieiit. 

.Season 1820-21. 
DeatliofaCliiiicse. 



546 SECOND APPENDIX to the THIRD REPORT oe t«e 


tHlNA PAPEB8. 


(E.) 

itedress of 
(irievances, &c. 

Discussions 
with Canton 
(iovernment. 
Season 1820-21, 

IJeatli of a Chinese 


trial and judgment I no suspension, bowevMv of tl>e general commereiai intercourse, 
or interdiction to the departure of ships took placb* 

10. From the Report oi the Committee of Commanders we could, obtain but very 
vague information as to the facts which led to this unfortunate afiair, but we received 
the certain intelligence that Mr. Pigott, the fifth officer of the London, was missing, 
and wc have since learnt that he absconded on the 1st instant. 

11. Immediately on receiving this intelligence, we directed strict search .to be made 
for Mr Pigott in all British ships in the port, with directions for his apprehension, 
which however proved fruitless. 

12. Dr. Morrison arrived at Canton on the 3d, and by his valuable assistance and 
thorough knowledge of the Chinese language, we were speedily put in full possession of 
the tenor of the demands made by this Government; hut as on so important and serious 
a subject it would be imprudent to be precipitate in our reply to the Viceroy, we 
informed the Merchants we must deliberate upon it, and form an answer on the follow* 
ing day. 

13. Although Mr. Pigoti’s having absconded relieved us from all appto h^ .sion oi' 
the necessity that might otherwise have existed for our submitting to his being examineii, 
and perhaps convicted of an offence which our laws might probably consider as man¬ 
slaughter, hut which those of China would treat as capital, we were unavoidably exposed 
to great difficulties and embarrassments; for the idea of a criminal having escaped, how¬ 
ever great the opportunity afforded him for so doing, was an occurrence which the 
Chinese authorities could never publicly avow as possible. 

14. In this ditemma, while delilterating on the measures it would be necessary for us 
to .adopt, an event took place on board the Honourable Company’s ship Duke of York, 
at Whampoa, sis unexpected in its occurrence as it was likely to prove favourable in its 
consequences in putting an immediate termination to our difficulties. 

in. An express reached Canton late on the night of the 3d instant, informing the 
President iliat on that day, shortly after an officer and party were on board the Duke of 
York charged with our orders to search after and detain Mr. Pigott, the butcher of that 
ship had suddenly cut his throat with a razor, and instantly expired. The first idea that 
suggested itself to the officers at Whampoa was to carry the corpse of this unfortunate 
man to the London, and affirm that it was the remains of the fifth officer of that ship. 
It was finally, however, arranged that no measure should be taken without our previous 
knowledge. 

16. We determined upon ordering that the body should not be removed from the 
Duke of York; for great as the temptation was to avail ourselves of diis most singular 
and I'emarkable coincidence to delude the Chinese Government with the idea that the 
pefson who had thus committed suicide was actually one of the persons in the London’s 
bout on the 27tli ultimo, and that, he iind been induced to commit violence upon him- 
!>t;lf from tile dread of his impending f^te, and a sense of deep remorse at the unfor¬ 
tunate events of tiiat day, we did not conceive it would be consistent, either witii our 
own feelings or the character necessary to be maintained by die representatives of the 
British nation in this country, to affirm in writing a statement not founded in truth. 

17. As, however, the Chinese Government might choose to avail themselves of such 
;i*snl)terfiige (and we were informed the Viceroy would gladly embrace it), we considered 
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it our duty, under the embarrassments we might otl^^rvrise be plabed in, to facilitate 
rather dban impede an inference to be drawn from the above circumstances which 
might enable them to satisfy the forms of justice. 

18. We accordingly, on the 4th instant, oddre^d a short note to the Merchants, Uie 
substance of which, at their request, on the subsequent day, we embodied in an address 
to the Viceroy, copy of which we have the honour to enclose, and which we trust will 
meet with the approbation of your Honourable Committee. 

19. The result of the letter we thus addressed to his Excellency was an oi’der from 
him for the Quang»chow-foo, and two Mandarins of rank, to proceed with the Merchants 
to Whampoa, to investigate the causes which led to the suicide of the butcher, and to 
investigate the boat’s crew of the London. 

20. On the 6th instant the above-named oiBcers of Government proceeded on board 
tlie Duke of York on duty, and having examined the corpse of the butcher, and 
satisfied themselves that he had himself put a period to his existence, they summoned 
the six seamen who were in the London’s boat on the 27th ultimo before them, for 
thj g, pnxp oife of obtaining their evidence as to the facts of the occurrences of that 
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21. This evidence, with a statement of all that took place on board the Duke of 
York before the Mandarins, is fully detailed in our records, which will be forwarded by 
the Honourable Company’s ship Orwell, having been communicated to us by Mr. 
Smith, wHb, in conjunction with Captains i.arkins, Pattenson, and Adams, had been 
directed by us to lie present. 

22. Referring your Honourable Committee to these records, we shall refrain in the 
present despatch from entering more fully into the evidence, further than to state that, 
as expected, it was entirely fabricated for the occasion, and liaving been corroborated 
by the six seamen, and the frienils of the deceased Chinese having satisfied the forms 
of justice, the Mandarins left the ship. 

23 Thus has the Honourable Company’s Trade been relicvetl from serious impending 
embarrassments, although we cannot, strictly speaking, ju.siify the means adopted to 
bring about this favourable issue, we trust, with the knowledge we possessed of tiie 
Chinese officers of Government being willing to lend themselves to the deception, that 
we shall not incur the disapprobation of your Honourable Committee for countenancing 
an expedient which has thus speedily'brought about a termination of the difficulties ^ 
which threatened the Honourable Company’s interest in this port- 


EXTRACT LE'ITER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEli 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 29tb December 1820. 

Par. 6. SHOttTtY after the termination of flie discussions respecting the death of the 
Chinese, it was intimated to us by Pinqua that it might be a very politic measure to 
expedite as mudi as possible the departure of the London and Duke of York. Tlio 
force of this suggestion was immediately acknowledged, and it has since derived addi¬ 
tional confirmation from a trifiing occurrence a few days ago, which, however, has 
fortunately failed of the Intended object. 


7. We 
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9 ;. We are inforiHed that a military graduate^ recently returned from Pekin, on 
hearing of the proceedings in the late case hlDnucide» conspired with diree or four 
(frimnSflc. o*®*" ^ reverse the proceedings, on the ground that the man who committed 

_* ’ suicide was not the murderer ; todfect this they sought out the aged father of the 

Discussions deceased Chinese, and instructed him to write out a declaration that be was not satislied 
with Canton prooBedings, Whilst eng^ed in preparing this document, the Whampoa 

Seasorisg^ai. magistrate (the Pwan-yu-heen), suddenly came upon the party and seized Uican. He 
Death ofa Chinese, obtained the old man an affirmation that he had been excited to write the statement 
in question, and taught liow to word it; and upon a report being made to the Fooyuen, 
he ordered thattlie pmrties implicated should be prosecuted with rigour, as exciters to 
litigation. 

12. The late attempt to revive the proceedings, has, no doubt, originated in the hope 
of extorting money from the persons connected with the foreign trade. We trust, 
however, that as the attempt has met the decided reprobation of the Fooyuen, no 
further molestation need be apprehended from any persons in this district; and both 
the ships, as also Mr. Pigott, wdl have been removed before any advices can be>ae r.fib|ed 
from Pekin on the subject. 


(18.)~COMPANY’kS trade S'J'OPPKD by the canton government, ly CONSE¬ 
QUENCE OF SOME CHINESE BEING KILLED BV PART OF THE CHEW OF 
HIS MA.IESTY’.S SHIP TOPAZB. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2d January 1822. 

iSt(>])|tai;c of Par. 2. In the letter which we had the honour to address to tlie Honourable the 
’()ni))ai) v’.« Trade. Secret Committee on the 24th instant, by the packet of the Windsor (duplicate of which 
we now enclose), we stated the unpleasant occurrence which had taken place at Lintin 
between His Majesty’s ship Topaze and the Chinese inhabitants of that island, and 
which has resulted in the death of two of the Chinese. 

3. The particulars of the affair were communicated by a report from Mr. Hamilton, 
the first Lieutenant of the Topaze, to Captain Richardson, a copy of whicli was handed 
to us by the latter officer, with a letter from himself to us on the occasion. Copies of 
these letters were made numbers in the Windsor’s packet, and we have now tlie honour 
to forward duplicates of tliem, together with copies of the most important documents 
which have passed on Uiis occasion. 

4. As soon as the Windsor was laden and ready for sea, we deemed it prudent to get 
her out of the river without delay, Consutering it however impor^ntto have it in our 
pov\cr, if possible, to furnish the Honourable Court by her with information of the pro¬ 
bable result of the unpleasant event which bad occurred, we considered it advisable to 
detain her a few days at Lintin for that purpose, and she has accordingly remained at 
that anchorage, waiting our final despatch to England. As the lading of the Repulse 
and Farquhurson has since been effected, and their grand chops have not been withheld, 
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we hare it in eontenq^on to deepatck tl» Windsor forthwith^ and ^aU hare the honour 
to forward by her the whole of the proceedmge of die Lintin affair. 

5. When in the early stage of the unpleasant affair at Lintin, we ascertained that the 
Honourable Company’s concerns were likely to be involved in consequence, we were 
anxiously et^faged in pointing out to the local government, through the medium of the 
Merchants, the injustice of implicating tlie Honourable Company's affairs in a trans' 
action wherein His Majesty’s ship alone had been engaged, in repeating what we had on 
so many occasions already stated, how totally unconnected we were with the King’s ships, 
and how completely and positively they were beyond our authority and control; and 
that therefore we trusted we should be exempted from all embarrassment on tliis account. 

6. We regretted to find all our endeavours In tliis mode unavailing, and as soon there¬ 
fore as the suspension of our trade was officially announced to us, we considered it proper 
to address the Viceroy a temperate representation of the .situation in which we were 
placed. 

7. Your Honourable Court will perceive, by the Edict of the Viceroy issued in reply 
^(JtwPIHV^prescntation, that our appeal to him failed in producing the desired effect, and 

(hat his Excellency (who is at this time holding in himself pro tempore the seals of office 
of Viceroy, Fooyuen, and Hoppo) has unequivocally declared, that he holds the Honour¬ 
able Company’s representatives responsible for the affair at Lintin. 

8. The tone and temper assumed by the Viceroy, and the ffjoting on which he oon- 
■siders the affair, are fully manifested by his Edicts on the occasion, and we are concerned 
to say the trade continues suspended, nor is it in our power at this period to surmise 
what is likely to be the result of the very embarrassing situation in which we are placed. 

9. Wo beg to assure your Honourable Court, that every possible exertion on our part 
shall be used to remove the difficulties in which wo have been unfortunately placed. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTilE 
• at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated .5th January 1822. 

Par. 4. By the Windsor, wo have now the honour lo forw'ard tlie whole of our proceed¬ 
ings thus far relative to the uuplcasfint occurrence at I,ijilin, whereby your Honourable 
Court will fully perceive the very embarrassing situation in which the Honourable Com- 
|)any’.s affairs and representatives have been placed on that account, and Uie pertinacity 
v\ ith which the Viceroy of Canton continues to hold them responsible for the transactions 
i)f his Majesty’s ship. 

i). We have been daily encouraging the hope, that the Viceroy might be induced to 
relax in his very unreasonable demands, and tliatjie would besides have deputed an officer 
ijf Government to the TopOEe, for the purpose of negotiating the existing difficulties with 
Captain Richardson himself, a measure, the propriety of which we have most earnestly 
pointed out to the Merchants, and one which your Honourable Court will perceive we 
suggested to the Viceroy, in oitf address to him of the 29th ultimo, and which we have 
again requested of him in our address of yesterday. 

6. Finding 
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6. Finding-that all our efforts to cxtriptftc outselpes from our very embarrassing situ¬ 
ation were vain, and as it is impossible to caleulate on what conduct the Viceroy may not 
pursue in his present tone and temper, we considered the period had arrived when some 
actual steps should be taken on our part, which would manifest to the Chinese our deter¬ 
mination to resist, by the best means in our power, the injustice of their demands. 

7. We have, therefore, applied through the Merchants for tlie usual permissiou to 
embark the Honourable Company’s treasure, and have fixed on Monday next, the 7th 
instant, for sending it down to the Honourable Company’s ships at Whampoa, and boats 
from the several ships will accordingly be ordered up for the conveyance of the treasure 
on that day. 

8. It is impossible to say what may be the effect of this measure, but should no advance 

from die Chinese towards an adjustment of the present difficulties arise from it, and 
affairs continue in their present posture, we shall at least have the satisfaction of placing 
the Honourable Company’s property out of difficulty and danger, and, consequently, 
be loss shackled should circumstances unfortunately compel us to resort to ulterior mea- 
sures. ' 

9. Not having heard from Captain Richardson, wc arc unaware of what his intentions 
arc, and without some knowledge of them it is impossible for us to come to any fixed 
determination as to the line of conduct to be pursued. Your Honourable Court, how¬ 
ever, may rely, that we sliall not adopt any precipitate measures. 

10. In conscipieuoc of the two Edicts of the Viceroy of the 31st ultimo* and the 2d 
instant, we have considered it advisable to try the eftect of another temperate address to 
him, and we shall feel exceedingly rejoiced if it protluces any alteration in the Viceroy’s 
present inflexible conduct; two or three days, however, may, in all probability, elapse 
before tins can be ascertained. 


EXTRACT LE'ITER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated Ifith January 1822, 

Par. 1. Our last address to your Honourable Court was dated on the .'3lh instant,* at 
which period wc entertained hopes that our address to his Excellency the Viceroy of Can¬ 
ton of the lltb instant, might have brought about some arrangement that would lead to 
a termination of the unfortunate discussions in which we have been involved with the local 
authorities of this province, in consequence of the affair at Liutin. 

2. It is with regret we have to observe, that his Excellency has remained unmoved by 
our representations, and instead of listening to our suggestions of deputing some officer 
of Government to confer with Captain Richardson, has persisted in his unjust demands, 
and evinced the most inflexible detemiiuaticn in all his Edicts, either to have tlie mur¬ 
derers (as he terras them) delivered up*from the Topaze for trial and judgment, or to 
hold us indindually responsible, sliould they be withheld any longer by Captain 
Richardson. 

3. This threatening language of bis Excellency the Viceroy, so uudeviatingly persisted 
in and so often rcjicated, at length compelled us, for our more perfect security, to retire 

• to 
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with thi temj^fate WtWr^plain^ oiir reasons for so doing to 
his Execlletacy die Vic^y, ihdu’cdd that Mandarin to reconsider the rhOdvos which Had 
dictated his conduct towards %a, and on the day follow’ing oiir departure, he directed the 
Merchants to prOcoed to Whampoa, and verbally assure us that the threat of our per¬ 
sona! responsibility would no longer be insisted upon; but having great reason to dis¬ 
credit llte assertions of the Merel^nrs, we required them to bring us a written reply to 
CHtP address to his Excellency the Viceroy of the 10th instant, letore we could be inductHl 
to think of returning to Canton, or indeed to listen to any overtures, 

^,.,,&»iQ«rthc l’2th instant the Merchants again returned to us, bringing with them an 
E<Hct, addressed to them by the Viceroy, for our information, the purport of which was 
to removo the threat of personal responsibility from us; but still to hold it over the Com¬ 
pany’s trade, in the event of ** tire foreign murderers” from Captain Richardson’s ship 
not being forthcoming for trial and judgment. 

C, The tenor of this communication, written with the view to bring iis lack to Canton, 
but evincing in plain terms a determination to renew the discussion, and again to inter¬ 
dict the trade, was not sufScieiit to induce us to alter our resolution of proceeding liown 
tlie river; we accordingly have arrived with the whole of the Ilohotirable Company’s 
sliips at tins anchorage; but before adopting further njcasurcs, we shall await the reply 
of the Viceroy to our letter of tlie i3th instant> in answer to his comraimlfatlon above 
alluded lo. 
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7. We have reason to expet that tois letter to bis Excellency, when he secs the entire 
inipossibility of our acting in the settlement of the Lintiu aHnir, may have the effect of 
inducing him to depute some officer of Government to confer with C^iptuiii Richardson, 
and thus devise some method of accommodation. The Merchants left us on the Jdth 
instant, interuUng by every means in their power to recommend this course of proceeding 
to his Excellency the Viceroy, and w-e are in great hopes that bj this meaiis the prt^sent 
implea.saut discussion may speedily be brought to a dose, and that we may be enabled to 
resume our commercial transactions without risk of further impediment, 

8. We feel itimpossible to convey to your Honourable C’ourt in the sliort oompaiia i f 
a letter all the reining and argument which has governed our conduct throughout this 
very arduous and important, negociatimi, we therefore respectfully bog to refer your 
Honourable iCduri to ^ detoiled account of our proceedings, which we now forwartl 
per tho llonbufable Company’s ship Wiialsor, from tlie period of their commencing 
(l^tli'Eteceinbeflinst) to the present elate j and from this ** Statement" your Hom-urable 
Court will be enabled to form an accurate idea of the very embarrassing situation in 
which we llave been placed. 
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I^^RACT DRltTBR in; tlie , ^ ^, 

‘ ‘. at C^QtDi) to the Court of DiWcl^i 

Par. 2. Bt the IRonwalile Con^iaiiyS Fer^ubarBon^ H^icb;#ie db not deem it 
advisable to detain any longer in China, ive qow transmit a continuatidii of Out proceed* 
ings up to the prmnt date ;^ and it is with sincere Hregpet' wO hpveto: i^drm piltm^Honour* 
able Court, that, so far from any* terhimation of cnir diacussiona Mving Wn 
wi'tli the Canton CfoVei’nment, we have been reduced to 'the nOceasity of removipf the 
Honourable Company’s ships through the Bocca Tigris, as the, Vicwoy hps d|^e»tly 
placed such an insuperable bar to all hope of accommodation, by miaeting conditions 
which it is utterly impossible for us to perform. ♦ 

.S. So far from the ’Viceroy’s acquiescing in the request wfe made to him, of deputing 
some authorised officer of Government to confer with Captain Richardson, w6 had the 
niurtlfication to receive from that Mandarin a repetition of his unjust demands, expessed 
in the most unequivocal terms, in bis Edict to the Hong Merchants for our inftMKaatifig.. 
upder date the lf>th January. 

4. The Hong Merchants, when they delivered this document into our hands, expressed 
their regret at the unfavoumble terms in which it was couched; but they assured us, that 
although the“\nceroy was compelled in his official papers to persist in his demands, he 
was in reality desirous to avail himself of any opening by which he could, W'ith the 
appearance of propriety, adjust the present embarrassing discussion; and with this view 
the Hong Merchsmts suggesteii to us tjie expediency of using our inffuence with Captain 
Richardson, to persuade him, in compliance with the allusion made in the latter pai't of 
the Viceroy’s Edict of the 16th instant, to address us, signifying his inability to settle 
the Lintiii affair j but that he would, on his return to England, report it to his Sove¬ 
reign, when it would be prosecuted according to law. 

5. Althougli former, and indeed daily experience, has taught us that no reliance is 
to be placed in the a.ssertions of.the Merchants; and although we had in the outset of 
the present discussion most positively declared that we could not interfere between Cap¬ 
tain Richardson and the Clilncse autliorities in an affair so peculiarly tlieir own, we were 
induced, in consideration of the vast importance attending an adjustment of the Lintin 
affair, to credit the assertions of the Merchants, and to depart from the ground we had 
originally taken, by consenting, in compliance with their suggestions, to address Captain 
Richardson, stating their proposition, and leaving it to his judgment to awjuiesce in it 
or not. 

6. Captain Richardson, willing to avaih himself of any opening by which he could, 
consistently with his duty, bring about a renewal of the suspended commerce of the 
Company, consented to comply with the^siiggestion of the Hong Merchants, and wrote 
us a letter founded thereon, which we lost no time iu incorporating in, a l;^ter to tlie 
Hong Merchants, and delivered into their hands, 

7. The Hong Merchants wished us to addr^ this letter to db Viceroy; but to, this 
we could not C(»nsent, as that Mandarin had placed our correspondence under such;,re¬ 
strictions, by his Edict of the 16th instant, that any address to him wdiM be quite un¬ 
availing 



availing; „ At jtii^oixtr^ty,, however, of, the Merchaats, received agaJb froin 1ji?m after 
tlwir to p^ni)ve conceded, th^t pofnt, ia ordw^thatno impjedwii^niigbt ?tand ia- 
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instaot, enctp^ Captain Ripliiardsbii’s a]fe|imehi 


'a|d’re8se<J tlie Tmvoj'm the 26th Gfie^ces,&c. 


8. The.ihWehltion of the Cldnese ue^ ‘on the 234 inatant, prevented ouryedeiviiig- Stop|wge of 

ady difieiat cbtn‘raunication in reply to our address to the Viceroy for',several dhys j h.ut h”*" . ** 

oil26th instant/the Merchan^ h^in cahie down to the secpnd bar, bringing with avui|p«e. 

therti ah E^ict tp their aiid^e^ from' tne.ykeroy, un^er date the^22d instant, whidh puri * 

ported to hh an ahs>yer to bur last address to.tWt Mandarin,’ the tenor,’of’ which, .while ’ 
it clearly proved the falsity of the Merchants’ suggestions^ was hothiiig more than a rei- . 
teratibn of the unjust demands ofyfip VM^foy, . 

9. 'tTnclej* such circiftnStances, and con^iderijig it but toq'eyident (rom the jgeneral tenqr 

of his Edict, that the Viceroy was decidedly averse to any sort of accoinmbdatiOu of the 
existhig difecultics, we determined', conformably with oiir re^^olntibn di'awn up ,0n the 7th 
instant, to.adop’t die determination theii contemplated of removing our ships through the 
Bocca Tigri*j hhd accordingly we pi-occedcd with the whole of the C’ompany’s ships 
li.. ough'lhat passage without molestation, and, reached this anchorage the evening of die 
25th instant. ' , . 

10. We beg to assure'yeiir Honourable Court,, that wo are fully sensible of the re* 
sppnsibility we have incurred in adopting the decisive measure of moving the Honourable 
Company’s shi'ps through the Bocca Tigris; hut we were prepared, if necessary, to lake 
this responsibility upon ourselves, from a conviction, after tho fruitless termination of 
every other possible expedient, that this step was far more likely to convince the Chiuese 
Government of the firmness of our intentions, and, conset^ueiitly, infinitely better calfii- 
lated to bring about an accommodation, if they were really desirous of preserving our 
commerce, than tho measure of our remaining inactive and undeciilcd at the second bar. 

11. Under tliis conviction we have removed the Honourable Company’s ships to this 
anchorage; and, we trust, this more decisive measure may induce ihe Viceroy at last to 
relax in his unjust and unreasonable demands; should this measure not produce such a 
result, it will then remain for our deliberate and serious consideration what further mea- 
suves to adoj)t in our present most embarrassing situation. 

12. Although the inconvenience attending the entire suspension of this valuable com¬ 

mence mtist be very considerable during the interval that must elapse before a reference 
to higher authorities can adjust the existing embarrassments, wc conceive that our footing 
in this cotintry must be greatly ameliora ted by such reference, and the porraanent inte- 
tcrests of the Honourable Company and the British nation far better secured, while, at 
the sanie time, the heuivy responsibility incurred by the Viceroy will, in its conscquetices, 
be the means'of deterring liis successors from that indiscriminate use of the suspension of 
our commerce, so fr^uently aiul unjustly employed bjjr this Governifient as a means to 
obtain their wl^os on almost every occasion. • ' 

1,3. Under such avievV'of our present very embarrassing situation, wo have not scrupled 
to act U|g fully to the principhis laid down, when wc adopted the resolution of quitting 
Cknton on the Hth instant; and, in order that our nteasures dwuld appear firm and eon- 
sislent in the eyes of llie Chinese, wc made arrangements tho day following our arrival 
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at^^ iai^jorajfe f{>r filluig wp tbe.c^jrgq pf >1^ ij^sluppiwg 

iKt9 that slup fpqin f|»R!ie 

tii«.necessary pri^ratjopi f0r,pmoyp»g..<l|»^'f!f|i|ap, ^g9<:^;Vlp,jpp ,<J0»signw 
cuuutry ship Shwi, mto otif owu ships ^ <)ii8.|nchof8ge,; ,'5 ,,,,., , ,, ., 

14 , While %Se sii;r?Hig(sto«!jts ^vo .be^n jfpi^.pp^jve 
private chainueb fipOtia Canto», ■liwt the,sensation prpduceditberp jby<,the ^parl^re;,of the 

, caj 0 a upese. jpampany’i sWps putMde the blpfScalT^isyvfisyery we 

might shortly espepl'tp ^leceivc somp fu|1her ppqgqiition |fpn;^4l^ CSWoese^py^ ,. 

15. ^ the< 2^ installvitjhp ^rchants, appoii^eqled by tbp ahler ChtiniinPr PPtoo,(j!u 
hoard the Waterloo, we'regret to say, without official aothority tp.ppqfer Ji(i1^ Ms from 
the Governmeut, but merely with the view of making some proposition to us, which, in 
their opinion, might speedily terminate the pr^erit'cfiscussion. 

IG. We have already,stated to your. Honourable Court bow little the Jtssertions and 
suggestions of the Merchauteare to bereKed:npo«., We ewisklered' it bur duty, how¬ 
ever, to attend pati««tlyHo any proposition they hhd to make, aiid, if possible, to com¬ 
ply with it. Their proposal now was tliat we should persuade .Captain Rkdiaju-lson, to 
assert that two seanwn had absfionded from the Topaao, mi assertion which, ip their opi¬ 
nion, the Government would, readily avail themselves of to adjust Uie dispute, by charging 
these two men with, the guilt in the Lintin affair. 

17. Sucdi a proposition, it is needless to state to your Honourable Court, was instantly 
repelled as inadmissible, ina^uch as the. assertion must come from Captain Richard¬ 
son; and we felt convinced that officer would never acquiesce in making one which would 
not only be devoid of trulb, but would also bqan equivocal, admission ofcu^bilily, 

18. We then applied to the Mcrehantsf to know if they would be the borers of a 

letter from Captain Richardson to the Viceroy, and upon their assenting to tifie proposi¬ 
tion, we iufonned them that we had no doubt but that he would gladly avail himself of 
that opportunity to recapitulate Uie facts attending the Lintin affair, in which ho would 
satisfactorily remove from the mind of the Government a false impression that had gone 
abroad respecting that unfortunate affair Wing been repeated a second day ; and wc as¬ 
sured the Mercdiants, that had the Viceroy, in the ffi*st instance, condescended to receive 
Captain Richardson’s statements, and given them that credit they were entitled t o, silch 
an impression never could hav* existed. Wq further 8tated,<that on their taking charge of 
a letter from Captain Richardson to thoViceroy, tliey tmust proini?® us they would dclivor 
it unopened to that Mandarin. , 

19. The Merchants stated that it was currently believed the seamen of the, Topaiie 
went on shore a second day, and committed acts of violence upon the natives in coul 
blood; but if this could be disproved the affair might be satisfactorily terminated, for the 
Chinese law made a great distinction, in such cases; dboy the]%fore eOnseriUtod. to take a 
letter from Captain Rkhardson, asd deliver it imopeiied tq .the Vmeriqy, .provided we 
could assure them it contained an expladttion of .thifli important factf;; . i, ^ ;; 

20. We of course bad no hesitation in giving this assurance, and .Captain Richardson 
has drawn up a letter this day to the desired with which Merclumiii have de¬ 
parted for Canton; and they seem to think it |H?obahle ffitd ^’VieereyiOa^tbe s^ngth 
of it, will depute an officer of Government on board the frigate to eonfer with Captain 

* Richardson 
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Rkhordsoii ok ihii pc«at, and that -the bitsiiks^ wil! be fibtdlyv»iiwi|fipd*tb oUt satisfac- 
tiorii W^the’We^V of tlte Con^attyk fbllcw at h mittbriipftfo'kftft. - 

21. We bBefly resapltukt^to ybw’Hc^^ Cdiirffhea%i6& of £(«^ dis- 

ciBsioas with the Cauton Governtnerit, fr(Mn’'^e period of the sailmg of the Windsor to 
the pfewtit dale; a mowj trying and aaxidht^rlod'j we wHl venture to aSsert^^n-ais hever 
ettperieii6ed, but we have gt'oat tatitfactiou m tefle^in^ that thtoiiijhOnt this ^mbart^aS^-- 
tsegb(detion> lirWle Wfe have st^dil^ resist!^ everjr unjust di^inandi we have uitiforthiy 
availed humikes (3# evb^ bugjgt^tkd kiidiug' to restbtb the suspended eotnuietce of (he 
Hc^ofurable Cotoikay'whhdi tte couH adopt wHh'a due regard to the' pvindples of truth, 
consistehcy and'hbnotir, ' r 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of-Directors. dated 7th February 1822. 

^ Par. 3t In our last Despatch wo stated to your Honourable Court that the Mer¬ 
chants had consented to deliver a letter from Captain Richardson to the Viceroy, reca¬ 
pitulating the facts attending the Lktm affair, and explaining away the erroneous im¬ 
pression entertained hy the Chine.se of a second day’s conflict having occurred on that 
unfortunate occasion. 

4. This explanation, it was presumed, might aflbrd the Viceroy the means of adjusting 
(he present very embarrassing discussions, and the Merchants left us on the 20th ultimo, 
very sanguine in their expectations of the success of this expedient. 

5. On the second instant we had the satisfaction to hear that the Merchants, together 
with two Mandarins, the Pan-Yo, and the Tm^-kwan (or Chunpee) Magistrate, were 
wi tJieir way to Chunpee, the tw'o latter haring bee,n deputed by the Viceroy to proceed 
on board the Tbpaxe, and confer with Captain Richardson on the Lintin affair. 

r>. On the 3d instant, these two Mandarins repaired on board the frigate, and received 
from Captain RiAardscin a statemeht Of the occurrences at Lintin on the ICth December 
last, and having examined some of the seamen who were wounded on that occasion, they 
refumed to (’aiiton to make their report on the same to the Viceroy. 

7. We shall sincerely rejoice if this official mission, so long and earnestly requested hy 
us, may prove beneficial in its results, and be availed of by the Viceroy as a moans of 
terminating at once the difficulties under wliich the Honourable Company’s trade is at 
present labouring, 

8. Prom the conversation^ however, which took place between the Merchants and 
(wrsblves, on the moming the Mandarins visited the Topaze, we can hardly venture to 
cwjjecture whetiwr such iffii or will not be the result, 

9. It appears JftOItt &WiiomTaiaacation of the Mercl»nts, that although the Mandarins 
deputed to inquire into the’Lintin affair woultf cheerfully report Captain Richardson’s 
statement of it to the Viceroy, -the Chinese laws could never admit the plea of self- 
defence aS justifiable; (feat; therefore, ffie Viceroy would still be imperatively called upon 
to persist in demanding Iheeurrbhder of the seamen, so long as the Topaze remained in 
Qtaua. 
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10 . If to bie tme it is hfot^eiiy to sAelfl ike ka- 

gistfates can tend to a final adjustraBut ofihe prisSnt djtf^eiMM.' IVt di^tttion i% 
have been ordered by Ae 'Vioerdy in order' to relieve hhnself ftdin the fespon^ibility of 
never having instituted an inquiry into die affair, or it-may have amen From*a.desire to 
have official groUndfe bn ivhich toTrame arejpditt io'M Emt)^or, euited tcrthevie* wliich 
the Viceroy may chOose'td take of'the subject. ; : : 

11. We yesterday ideeiyed a latter from Captafai Ritihardsrtin;* ndt^ihg liia'iiittotioii 

of proceeding to dfea to-Morrow. It hr itiiposaiKe for iis to cOhjectnra'll^Hat effect, the 
departure of the ft^gate'from CSiina may have in the present stage'Of-our embarrassing 
situation. ’ ’ .'' “ - ' ; ' ■.) ji, ■ v • - 

12. 'I'tie immediate sailing of His Majesty V ship behtg ntw offidaliy understood 

by us, it only remains for its to* discover whether this measure may. be productive of 
beneficial or ill coMequehcas in our present discussions; and wp shall be happy if 
they proVd td fee such as are likely to bjrii^ about a favdttraktd nd|uatment Of our 
difficulties. * ' ’ ■ * . .. 


EXTRACT tET'fER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITl’EE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 23d February 1S22. 

Par. 2; We have now the pleasure of despatching the Kent with a continuation of our 
proceedings up to the present period; aud it aftbwis us no, small gratification to be at 
lei^th enabled to odnvey toyour Houmirable Count the satisfactory int«^goijec of die 
final termination of the embarrassing discussion in which we have beou,involved widi Uie 
local authorities at Canton. 

.3. In our despatch by the Repulse, we stated to your Honourable Court diat two 
Mandarins had been deputed to visit His Majesty’s ship Topaste, and had received from 
Captain Richarilson his statement of the Lintin affair; it, was further stated in that de¬ 
spatch, that although the Mandarins would, cheerfully, report Captain Richardson'.s 
statement to the Viceroy, the Chinese laws could never admit the plea of self-defencckas 
justifiable; and that diercfore the Viceroy would still bo imperatively called upon to per¬ 
sist in demanding the surrender of the seamen so long as the Topaife remained in China, 

4. Captain Richardson having allowed a reasonable time ,tq elapse, and having re- 
ceived no communication from Government in reply to his statomcnl, determined to 
proceed to sea, and conformably with titis decision sailed finally from China on the 8th 
instant. 

5. Immediately on the frigate’s departure we addressed a letter to „ilhe Merchants, 
annouiicing that event for the information of Gk>verument ; and we entertained hopes, 
that as ail adjustment seemed it) depend upon lier movements, tbia circumstance would 
speedily bring about a termination of our dilficujties. 

0. No notice however was tdken of our communication until the Ji3th instant, when 
the Merchants visited us at Chuupee, making a variety of propositions to us, whicli,, 
being perfectly inadnussible, we rejected. . 

’ 7.U 
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7* ^ jth^ d«fparture of His Mftjesliy’s ship^Topaa© Had ttot. entirely rc- 

moTfedjih^,dy^cBldo 5 under which jth© ^Vicepyopfas placed Wjhh.ifgfird to adjustment, 
and that some Cnrtfcer repre^nti^ij would be r^uired from,us in order to, faci^^te tliis 
object,. , , , ,; , 

k 'Hwt propositions and e^pediente sobadtted to us by the Merchants being «iuite 
inadnaissible, and it appearing indispensable that we sliould make some coramnni(»tion 
to thi^, we.consented to addi%e#.% letter to, themi^ ia wliich we <)Uoted the words tpade 
use of by Captain Bichardaon in two .c^ his letters, wherein he stated it to be his inten* 
tbn (now. that,-the\^Qf|^ Of QP^W°o*^®“Vhad fully imjuired into the Lintln aftair), to 
proceed to sea, and that affair being one beyond his management, it would bo represented 
to His Msyesty’s Government, and investigated according to tlie laws of the land. 

9. 'The Merchants left us apparently satisfied with die efficacy of this letter ; hut on 
the I7th instant they £^u returned, entreating us to address a copy of our letter of tlie 
13Ui instant tq the,Viceroy, Fooyuen,.^aud Hoppo, widi a few.alterations in (he phrase¬ 
ology, and requesting the insertion of a clause, promising that your Honourable Court 
vvould reprint the Liutin affair to His Britannic Majesty for investigation., 

* 10. To this latter, request however we objected, it being one t^t we did not conceive 
ourselves justified in literally assenting to, as we might be laying ourselves open to a 
renewal of this embarrassing discussion at a future period, when the Chinese Government 
might require an answer frpm us upon tlie subject. 

11. Although we did not consider ourselves justified in adding the clause,^ proposed, 
such importance was attached to tlie addition of something iu onr address tliut would 
serve to satisfy the Govermnent, that we conceived we might in general terms state, that 
though llm Liutin s^air, like all others involving the Company’s Trade, would be fully 
detailed to your Honourable Court, and that Captain Richardson having already assured 
the Viceroy it would be referred to His Majesty’s Government, it was unnecessary for 
us to repeat it to them through your Honourable Court. We further added, that us tht' 
Topaze was now gone away, it was impossible for us to give any further explajiation to 
Government ujmn this subject, but that if tlie Viceroy would remove the suspension of 
die Honourable Company’s Trade wo should be willing to return to Canton, and resume 
ou/ commercial intercourse. 

12. I’hc Merchants left us perfectly satisfied with the alteration made in our letter, 
which was now shaped iu an atklress to the Viceroy, Fooyuen, and Hoppo; and we had 
the satisfaction, on tlie 22d instant, to receive an Edict from Government, re-opening the 
Honourabte Company’s Trade, and inviting onr return to Canton. 

13. For a more detailed account of die conduct pursued by us in tliis embarrassing 
affair, wo must again refer your Honourable (burt to the continuation of our proceed¬ 
ings, whiih are now forwarded per Kent, 

14. Wo forbear making any comments upon the^Edict whicli has been issued, re¬ 
moving the suspension of the^Honourable Company’s Trade, further than to observe to 
your Honourable Court, that the Canton Government, finding all the modes iucftectuul, 
liave resorted to the expedient pn^sed on tlie 17th January last as a mode of concluding 
the aegociation on the Liutin affair. Your Honourable Court will also perceive, that by 
the Edict now issued througli the Pau-yeu and Tung-Kwang magistrates, who were 
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deputed to inquire Witi> the L^tw;« 0 hi«, tbe Ct^ate ci» the ..tiw Yfce- 

hedreis of »pp»aMto hare mfKWetl**ahfti# of;r^)^wiibil»ty„upt® ihose J^aadafiBa,90 it» Pual 

(jirievarice*,drc. arrafigemeBt.' • ■'■’•'■ v !,;•.,./v/, ^ >,, , 

Sio|j|)»ge of I ...— 

( oinpaijy’i'IVade. 

l)m\h of A Chinese. EXTRACT LETTER in tl»e Public Department, from the SELECT COMMin’EE 

' . at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated lOth ,AprU 1888. 

Par. to. You® Honourable Court will perceive on these Tccbtdsi under the date 
noted in the margin,* that the Viceroy of Canton has transmitted a paper to us, con¬ 
taining the grossest misrepresentation of the facts relating to the Dntiti nifairi^ wherein 
we are stated as having ^veil assurances to the government ©f the return of the 
accused seamen Of Hh Majesty’s ship Top««e, and are required, dtron^ the medium 
of your HorioUraible Court, to convey msullingihl^ges to His Britnnnicf Majesty upon 
the subject. 

71. iHiis paper, We were assured by the merchants, was Of HO real importance, buy 
w as sent us merely as a matter of form by the Viceroy; it appeared however very evi¬ 
dent, that our siiehtiy receiving such a document, and suffering k to pass unnoticed, 
would hereafter be construed into ah admission of its justice, which in the event of any 
revival of the discussion would place us in a very embarrassing dilemma. 

72. We determined, therefore, to retutti the paper to the merchants from whom wc 

had received it, during them to infoim the Viceroy, that having already assured him 
all the proceedings relative to the Lintin affair Would be faidifoliy reported to your 
Honourable Court, and Captain llichnrdson having also stated that this affair would be 
represented to His Majesty’s Ministers, any further requiritkm from us seemed quite 
uiuiecessary; but that with regard to our communicating the present paper through 
your Honourable Court to His Britannic Majesty, it was so complete a perversion 
of facts, and of such an insulting tendency, that it was quite impossible for us to 
transmit it. We therefore declined receiving it; but w'e added, that if the Viceroy 
wished to address His Majesty’s Ministers direct on this subject, we would not fail to 
forward his letter. * 

73. The merchants communicated our decision to the Viceroy, and returned the 
jiaper he hud sent us; and W'e are inforihed he expressed great displeasure at our refusing 
to receive it; but no furtherraeasures having been adopted, we are disposed to believe it 
will not again be pressed upon ns. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECt COMMITTEE 
at Canton, to Uk Court dSDirectors, dated 18th April ,1822. 

Par. 4, Youb Honouralde Court w’ill pdreeive iu our Public Cpnsitltatioii.s,f that 
another attempt Iuls been made by the merchants to induce us to receive and furwar^l to 

, _, . , your 


* Public CuiufUlUtionn, Mareli 21, lh'22. 


f Public ConsulUtUutu, April 12. 
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■jHHir HcttOttD&ble C«d(trl tbtS' troniuaitted to' us 'by Ithft of. Canton on tbc 

l§th n^^ino)iHfbjeet#bic]t bk‘been fully explained ki oar' leltii^ by^ tbe Scaleby 
Castle} it is scarcely necessary to state,; that this attempt like the others wupsteiMlily re¬ 
sisted by us, and a-e are disposed to belierc it will not be again renewed, 


LECTISIt in |hf Jubl^ic ^ from Secretly W. H.C. PLOWDEN to 

> Secretary, &c,,, Ejjst-India iFIoiise. 
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Tjawdepartum of the. American ship Zephyr, bound to the United States ol' 
Atneiica, .aHR^rdaiftn Opportunity for the transmission of the enclosed Imperial reply to 
the Viceroy’s report to Pekin on the.»jbjeet of the Liotin affair, which hdsbecn recently 
obtained by the President through a private channel from Canton. 

Iht The president and Select Oomihittee, in their address to the Honourable Court of 
Directors the SlSUi.alumo, ^nwarded by the American ship Levant, noticed the 
arrival ofithis doeumentoat: Canton, but they were unable at that period to procure a 
copy d* it for ibe information of dte ’Honourable Court 

3. It is at present impossilde to say what furtlier inquiries the Chinese government 
may institute on'Una affair, when a sufficient period shali have eia|^d for an answer to 
be received flora England on the subject 5 but tbe tenor of tlie document is of a nature 
to induce the apprdiiehsion of a renewal of the discussion; and it will be observed, that 
by the Impemldeciston thechief of the Factory is in fnture to be hekl responsible for the 
acts of h» Majestj^s naValoffioers V, 

' , ^ I have Uie'honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) W. H. C. Peowden, 

Macao, May ?lh, 1822. Secretary. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 30th May 1822. 

Par. 1. On the 7th instant our Secretary transmitted to Mr, Secretary Dart, for the 
information of your Honourable Court, the copy of the Imperial decision <>ii the sub¬ 
ject of the Lintin affair, which had been privately obtained fora Canton. 

2 . By the dt^arture of an American vessel, now sailing tor the United States, vie 
avail ourselves ^the pppqrtpnity of addressing you* Honourable Court for the purpose 
of transmitting the official cOmihunifcation to us of this decree, which was received yester¬ 
day from Canton through the Hotig rhefohants. We also thirtk it our duty without 
dfclay to draw the particular 'Attention of yonr Honourable Court to this importam 
document, not only with reference to its bearings upon the Lintin discussion, but 
its opci'ation i n any similar occurrence. 

4 C 3. A 
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38® SECOND APPENDIX '*® tbk THtttD REPOKTiOK *«e 

S. 'Are»i«wof tW vliolrefmir |>nM»«diiigs*dArfngt]miliwii^n,tbei)ilst6ed repre- 
seiltttti<!Hi}<ofil»eJ(}C!il government to'Pekin jtt February last (to which <mr assent was 
swbsequently required, hut withheld), and the presertt result oi' llie Viceroy’s report to 
the Emperor, will clearly explain to your Honourable Court the eiahacrassing situa¬ 
tion we may 1)e placed in should the requisitions of government be; followed up, 
and what is now expected from us on any future and similar case. 

4 . Your Honourable Court will-perceive that the two great points*attempted to be 

maintained by us during the recent discussion* aiz, tliat ” self-defence was universally 
wnsidered a justification of homicide,” and that ” ilje representatives of the Honour¬ 
able Company could not justly be mvponsilde for the acts of His Majerty's naval 
officers,” are now not acknowledged. Arid we beg to inform ytmr Honourable Court 
that the Imperial reply lias appeared in the Pekin Gazette, where it is published to the 
empire »s <Hhe hist declaration of the laws ol‘China concerning homiddes committed 
by foreigners in this country.” o i r; ^ - 

5 . It is unnecessary for us to offer any furtlier comment upon this subject, for with all 
the documents relating to it in your possession* yOur Honourable Cmirt will be fully ^ 
competent tojudge of its present and future effects. But when we refiect upon the power 
widi whidi the local authodues at. Canton are now invested by this last promulgation of 
the law, and the fatal termination of tlie American homicide in Octoter lost, we can 
hardly flatter ourselves, in the event of any future accidents, thattliat line of cautious 
jmlicy towards foreigner will be observed, whidi has hitherto characterized the Chinese 
ill their discussions wHh us upon affairs of this nature. 

6 . Since the decision of Government has now been officially eommunieated to us 
througlt the Hong Mercliants, we do not conceive that we can with propriety allow it 
to pass unobserved.. We tlierefore beg to oequnint your Honourable Court* that we 
have come to tlm determination of addressing the Fooyuen, (who is at present holding 
the seals of office of the absent Viceroy), protesting against the justness of the piwnt 
requisitions of the Chinese Government on the subject of homicides, and expressly 
disavowing tlie truth of the assertions of the late Viceroy respecting our promise of 
producing the men of His Majesty’s ship 'J opaze for punishment. 


^;XTRACT LETTER in the Public HeparUnent, frem the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to Uie Court of Directors, dated 15th July 1822. 

Par. 9. Ik our last address to your Honourable Court, dated the S(kh May (dupli¬ 
cate of whiish accompanies our present despatch). We transmitted for your information 
the official communication of the Imperial decision on tlie Lintin affair, which we had 
received on^ihe 29th of that month, throng^ithe Hong Merchants feoip Canton. 

10. In 


* I'ubltc Coiuultuttont, 1882, March 19, 81, 82, 88 and 30; April 18. 
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10. In Letter, n-e statjed to yourHotionnabje Court tb 

it wae our IHieiitioh address the Fooyueaof Canton (who vas iiQliug for the Vice¬ 
roy dining his absence), ]>i‘6testing against the^Justness of the requisitions of'tbo Chinese 
Govigrrinient olttiie subject of Itomiddes; 'and by a I’ei^tatiwnent of die real hicts that 
oebofted'during the Lintin discussion, expressly disavowing the truth of the Viceroy’s 
assertions respecting our promises, in his report on that albiir to Pekin. . 

11. Oanforhtatdy with dm determination, we drew up the Enclosure, No. 3, which 
was trnnsmtaed to Canttm by Mr. Roberts and Sir William Fraser, and deliverei) 
thi*ong)i the‘Merelmnts to the Fooyuen on the !^th ultimo; on the ibllowing ITtb we 
received % reply the Bnclosure, No. 3, from Canton, wherein the Fooyuen, so far frotu 
adonding the'justice iff bur reasoning, appears to insist upon the principle of onr being 
responsible for the acts of Hb Majesty’s ships, and requires implicit obedience to the 
codimands of the Emperor of Chinns; and we have reason to believe that such are the 
actual expectations of the Chinese Government from the interest that has since been 
taken (throygh the Hortg Merchants) to impress their necessity upon us. 

18. The local government having been made acquainted with our sentiments by the 
enclosed Re-stateiiimit of facts," wo have not deemed it necessm'y to return any reply 
to tlie Edict of the Fooyuen, received on the 17th ultimo, and since that period ail com- 
mnnication oii the subject of the Lintin alfair has censed. It is impossible for us to say 
what further measurea the Chinese Government may think proper to adopt; but we beg 
to state to your Honourable Court, that we conceive the tenon r of the enclosed docu¬ 
ments are of a nature to induce ilic apprehension of a renewal of this unpleasant tits- 
eusston, when a sndicieiit time shall have elapsed for an answer to be received, on tliis 
subject from England; and this opinion may derive some weight from the circun^tance 
of the immediate return of the Viceroy, Yuen-tajin, who, it is said, is now on his way 
to Canton, having received the Imperial instructions to this edect while on his journey 
to Pekin. 
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DXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to tl>e Court of Directors, ilatuil 27lh March 1823. 

Par. 3. The Viceroy intimated to the President, through the Hong Merchants, that 
he looked forward to the arrival of the next ships from England for tlie return of those 
persona responsible for tlie death of C’hinese subjects during the di-iturbance at Lin- 
Tin; and likewise that neglect on the part of the Merchants to priwure satisfaction 
wi-ald be attended with serious consequences. It appears that a petition from an inha¬ 
bitant of Lln«Tin to the Imperial Court has been transmitted to the Vii^roy, who, 
in his justification, has esaerted that the period for die return of tlie criminals from 
Englaml l»s not ajrrivaiL but that he would not neglect his duty at the proper season, 
in consequence of whichihe has resumed tlie communication of the subject tpUie Hong 
Merchants. 


Letter 

% 
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LIFTER In the SPttfclic Dejfiftiinient, from'jSe^ta^ DANlEtt. b |l>seph 

Secretory, Ea’st-tndla^ouse. 


Sir; ■■ ' ■ ■ ■' ‘ ■ ■ -.r-- ' ■ > " •' - . . 

Par. 1. I AM direeled by ^be'President and Sdiect Commiltee tn'aoqaaint you,' fbr the 
information the. lionoarable Court, that the suspwsion of commercial proceedings 
imposed by the Chinese Oovemtnent is at length removed^ by an Edict received fitom 
die Hoppo on 23d nldino, rimmo&tely subsequent to vrbitdi ordefs vrere issued to the 
Commanders of the Honourable Company’s ships to proceed from their anchorage in 
the neighbourhood of Macao to Whampoa, vrhere they have all arrived^ with the except 
tbn of the Honourable Company’s ships Windsor and Hythe^ both of which ships may 
be expected in the course of . die pi-esent month. 

2- In compliance with the tenour of the instru«|i(H)8 of the Hononralde Court, orders 
were given to the commander of the Honourabb Company’s ship Bombay on he^ 
arrival to proceed to Whampoa as usual. Shortly after which event, an £di^ was issued 
by the Viceroy, requiring the delivery of the two murderer^ whom be had notified to 
the Emperor were to be expected in the ships of the present season. 

8. A reply was immediately delivered to the Hong Merchants^ who were the bearers, 
of die Viceroy’s conunonication, that no indivklnals were to be ceded to ibe requisition 
of the Viceroy; and that the ill-health of Captain Richardson, by detaining him at the 
Cape of Good Hope, liad prevented the occurrence of an investigation ; that this was 
the only communication made His Majesty's Ministers to the t^irt of Directors; 
but that any further atlvices on the subject should of couree be made known to the 
Government upon dieir receipt by us.. 

4. After considerable discussion, which will be fully detailed upon the departure ot 
the Honourable Company’s ship Bombay from hence at as early a period as possible, 
the Edict above alluded to was received from the Hoppo, setting forth, in explicit terms^ 
that no stoppage of the trade should reair after the arrival of the Honourable Com¬ 
pany’s ships at Whampoa, aldiough a continuation of correspondence on the subject 
in question will probably occur. 

The Factory will proceed to Canton on the 10th instant, and every exertion used for 
the early despatch of the Honourable Company’s ships. 

I have die honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) ' J. N. Danisll. 

Macao, 9th October 1823. Sem^tary. 


Extbact 
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EXTRACT liETTER to the Secret Commercial Committee of the Court of Direc¬ 
tors, from the l^ELECT OOMMITTEE.at Canton, dated 20th November 1823. 

Par. 2. In accordance with tlie instructions of your Honourable Committeej^sWee per- 
niitted< th«; Honourable Compi^y's ship Bombay to proceed to Whampoa uitder the 
usual ord^s; but idunrtiy after: her arrival there, upon the application of Captain Mine 
to land his private trade, permission was refused, and the Hong Merchants proceeded 
to Macao, bearmg a letter from the Viceroy, demanding the cession of the ** two mur¬ 
derers.” 

3. This demand we of course informed them could not be complied withjf and we 
considered ittbe most advisable and conciliatory tone for adoption, to addiess the Vice¬ 
roy, informing him that the non-arrival of Captain Richardson in England had pre¬ 
vented oninvestigation.by.Uie proper i^tborities,* but Umt whenever we received a reply 
expressive of the result of such exafpination, we should not fail to make it known im¬ 
mediately to his Excellency. 

4. The Vsceroy, on the delivery of our reply,J expressed himself in a very impas¬ 
sioned manner, threatening the Hong Merchants with punishment, and returned our 
letter. This at once placed a bar to all communications, and the request of the Hong 
Merchants, that yra should so alter its purport as to pass in silence the accusations im¬ 
plied against the party from the frigate, and thus receive the responsibility which the 
incorrect statement of the Viceroy had attached to him, was deemetl inadmissible. 

3. Our determination^ to adiiere to the only grounds which could eventually exone¬ 
rate us, although attended with an immediate disadvantage, placed (ho Hong Merchants 
in so precarious a situation with respect to the Viceroy, that they expressed to us their 
determination of acquainting him they could no longer conduct the foreign trade 
under a r^pqnsibility for actions over which they could exercise no controul. 

6. Upon die declared resumption of offensive proceedings on the part of the 
Chinese Government, it became our object to place all the impediments in our power to 
their receipt of the pecuniary advantages attending the foreign commerce, as by occa¬ 
sioning a reciprocal sensation of the injury attending an embargo on our shipping, we 
were most likely to produce a speedy termination to it. 

7. Acting upon this motive, we resolved |1 to prevent any British vessel from entering 
the river; and issued orders to the commanders of the Honourable Company’s ships to 
choose an anchorage in the neighbourhood of Lintin, but upon no accoimt to permit 
any ^mmunication with that island. 

8. The period at which the Hoppo was desirous of ascertaining the duties upon the 
foreign tr^e was fast approaching,H and rendered him anxious for some opportunity 
of inducing the ships to enter the river, without compromising the Government as to 
their future operations, but having failed in so doiag, and the Viceroy being sensible 
of the inconvenience attfnduig the line of conduct we had preserved, and the little 

probability 

* From the Secret Commercial Committee, April 16,1825 f Statement, August 16, 17. 

i Statement, August 24- $ Statement, August 29. 

y Statement, Aug. 18. ^ Statement, Sept. 17. * 
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prt^biliiy of a aaccessfwl issue to reqiniaitbi^riAl^ |e»|^ 
the Hoppo to {publish itn tlieir'i|Bl«ntMh¥ fUrther 

embargo on the sbippiftg now arriYed^ aiid iimtftig momptioR of eotnmerciai 
proceedings** 

0. After the‘receipt of such'a • doemneatf w« ImmediiPt^ Ipnre eMlois 
(oiiipniiy s Irade. j^inMlers to proceed to Whampoi^ ami ia a few elays obtained Atbop for tlie Fiwtory to 
DeathofaChinese, embark. * ■ ' ' i ; : , . . .r , ■ 

iO* On onr arrival atCl^ton, we found every ^tng had Ksuined^ts nraabotninK^ and 
the late subject qf diitcussion apparently forgotten; ' Illm Mmltim had aoletmdy 
taken leave of us on foregoing any further conTtnet^ial mterooinae wkh .the Hoi^^ 
Company, were ready to congratulate us on what they teoned the coesplete success of 
our negoclatbn, and asserted that the affair was virtnaliy' terminated* AlUtoogli it 
may be mentioned in the essuing season, every snoccssive notice! will be weaker and 
weaker. ’ ■ 


EXTEACT I^KTTEE in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE* 
at Canton, to the Court of Directors, dated 16th Nov:eipbt:r 1826. 

Par. 6. SunsEQUENTLY to this resolution which we had adopted, to leave nnan- 
swered the inquiries Avhich the Viceroy had directed the Merchants to institute, they 
continued to express to us their great anxiety on the subject, and we accordingly 
deemed it advisable lo communicate our opinions distinrtljy to the iSenior Merchants on 
the occasion. Wo informed them, that as llif transactions to which the Viceroy’s 
Proclamation bad reference had been referred to the British Government, and received 
their decision, they formed no longer a subject in wliicli we hod tlie abili^ to Interfere. 
We deemed it right to acquaint them that a letter was now in our possession irom the 
British Minister, to whom all U’ansactions cmmected with the Lintin discussion had 
been referred, addressed to the Viceroy of Canton; and we acquainted them with the 
general tenor of Mr. Wynn’s letter, dated 6th April 1824. We informed them that 
we had abstained from delivering this letter, from concluding that thetliscussum l^ad 
l>een finally closed, but that it re-opened, our only course left^to pursue wbnld be to 
present the letter to the Viceroy. The Merchants expressed great alarm at this projx)- 
sition, and entreated that such on intention mi^t not foria. mtupent be entertained. 
We endeavoured strongly to impress upon tlieir minds Eiat the letter from dte President 
of the Board of ('ontrol explicitly declared that it Was a question which could only be 
adjusted by the res])ective Governments of the two countries, and was no longer One 
in which we had tlie poner to interfere, 'fhe Merchants had recourse to a tariety trf 
propositions, such as Chinese sophistry could clone auggest or attempt to justify. 
They stated that as it was a qdestfon inaplving Chim^ prejudfcai and fedings, it was 
but just that ii> should lie decided on Chinese prindpieii^ and that all lluit was requirad 
was art admission that punishment had been inflicted on those who bad violated thelaws 
of this country; that it was now immaterial whether tliat punishment liad been inflicted 

or 


Sutement, Sept. 23 . 
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or not, provitled it wits itutted to have been. On such a course being declurcd inadmis¬ 
sible^ tliey sniti wejnnst be aware that amot^ the numbers of which a ships company 
was enmpoeet!, some mu^ imve died on the homeward-voyage, and that we could Hud 
no difficulty in stating that siicli had actually been the case* Tliis prof>ositibn was 
evickiitiy madh wiiK tlie mtention of making it appear that tlie deatlts imd been the 
consequence of criminal conducti When we expressed to the Merchants our deter¬ 
mination to have recourse to no such expedients, they proposed that wc should ^te, 
that no final answer hod os yet been received from Engknd; that this would at all events 
gain time, and keep dF for the present any further agitation of the question. These, 
and many other similar evasions were proposed by them, but on finding that we 
remained resoliite in fusing to countenance any assertion whatever inconsistent wiih 
ojur knowledge of thet facts, they expressed their apprehensions that embarrassments 
might arise w'ere means not derived to satisfy the officers of Government. In this 
situation, therefore, the question remains, and we can only repeat to yonr Honourable 
Court our conviction, tiiat it is not the intention of tiie Canton authorities to awaken 
.serious or embarrassing discussions. At the same time, the experience of past years 
powerfully demonstrates that the measures to be adopted by a Crovernment so little 
under the influence of pftddie principle con never with'any confidence be relied on. 
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EXTRACT,LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 5th March 
1827. 

Par. 2. We have lately been informed by Pinqua, who, in stating it to the President, 
requested it anight be considered as a most confidential communication, that a 
memorial, signed by hitaseff and Mowqua, had been privately presented to the 
Viceroy, containitig.an accurate statement of the facts of the cose, that no punishment 
had by the Bcitwh Government been awaided to those, who, by the Chinese laws, had 
be^n prouounced to be guilty, and that any further power of interference with the 
question had been withdrawn from our hands, and that nothing but embarrassments 
could be the result of renewed discussion. We are now confidently assured, that no 
attendon basibcen paid by the Vicerdy to renewed petitions from the natives of Lintin, 
and that it it ttdt bis intention to re-open the question, being sensible that neither 
credit nor advahti^ can arise from it. 

ft. We have felt it our ditty to place your Honourable Committee in possession of a 
knowledge of tbk fiiroamstance» which is satisfactory, as being the probable conclusion 
of a teiliooslypitH;racted «nd anxious discussion, while it exhibits a striking instance 
of ibe Government of thk coantry (in a question involving its public honour), haring 
submitted tobe influmiOed by |mvate information, and having been induced to relin¬ 
quish those proud pr^cksions to unconditional submission, which it had previously so 
imperiously assumed, 
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extort EXTRACT LETTER in the PublicDepartmeat, feoia SELECT 

Mowy. at: Cantcm to the Court of Directors, dated 12tb Januaiy 1823. 


Par. 2. Wb regr^ to have to state to your, HoaouraWe jCovirt jin attejjttpt gf a vej-y 
injurious,tendency, to eattort money,from the Coramaj^r tl^e^Ifopourable ^ 
puny’s ship Earl of Balcarras, under the pretext of bf a,j(^,hine(^, haYipjij 

been occasioned by a blpw from a piece of wood, thrown by some p^p.on bojvd Uiat 
sliip; but which affair was fiartunately brought to a, wpclusiqn by tljie free confession 
of the father of the deceased, that his son died from disease; it was moreover 
discovered, that some scratches, infficted on die, head, of tltc, dying man, were done 
by a piece of chinaware, os evidence of the wounds they proposed to assert he had 
received. 

8. It appeared by the evidence of Captains (’ameron and Drummond, who was a‘ 
witness of the transaction on the morning of the 6th instant,, that twp men broi^ht a 
third in die last stage of disease, and continued for some time alongside the Earl of 
Balcarras, in defiance of repeated orders to depart; at length, a midshipman threw 
a piece of wood of about three inches in length, which fell on the cover of the boat and 
then into the water, without touching any person The ISeit, apparently considering 
their object attmned, picked up the piece of wood, rowed round tiie ship, and placed 
an almost lifeless body into the Compradorc’s boat astern, demanding mon^y as a 
compensation for imputed injury. The Assistant Surgeon of the Earl of Balcarras, 
upon inspecting the liody, found the nose and the palate of the mouth were destmyed 
by disease; and that tlie man was on the point of death, without the appearance of 
any wounds that could have hastened it. 

4. After some discussion with the two men, they left the ship arid brought a third to 
aid their demands, whom they denominated a soldier; in conjunction with this person, 
they required 3,000 dollars, but said that tlm fndier of the invalid would shortly arrive, 
with whom they could arrange; previous to which the sick man died ; and on the arrival 
of the father, Captain Cameron placed them all in custody, and proceeded to Canton in 
company with Captain Drummond, to report the circumstances to us. The line of con¬ 
duct adopted by Captain Cameron, in securing the persons of the Chinese, gave great 
satisfaction to the Merchants, as they expressed, when the report was niiide to them. 

5. We stated the case early in the following mgraing iri an addfress to the Viceroy, but 
a,s be was then quitting Canton, he transferred its inveifii|aUoo to the Fooyuen. On the 
^th the Quangcfaoo Foo went to,the Second Bar, to examine the Chinese in custody, 
wlitn the father immediately acknowldBged that his son hpd died from the effect of 
disease, and uhharmed by any blow from on board the Earl of Baicari^s. The men en¬ 
gaged in liiis deception were brought up to Canton, and we haVe riot as yef received in¬ 
telligence of the punishment tliey are likely to undergo. 

6. Events of this kind have not been uncommon amongst the American and country 

ships 
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ships during present season. The Chinese assault either the ships or their boats, 
and when thieywith rttunt deitnattd lat-ge sums of liioneji^ for woiuitd% % working 
on their timidly to offend the recent Inaperial Edict on the subject of the liability of 
foreigners to suffer death, even though the hazard of their own lives require their 
defence; the success their estortlonli’have occasionally met with invites the return of new 

aSStluUs. ,.'.V t,v. . 

7. That all ranks of Chinese are sensible of our situation in this respect, is too clearly 
evinced by the perpt^ting of such dangerous impositions by many in a very low class 
of life; and the rewanCthatisticcess in their demands sometimes affords is a sufficient in¬ 
ducement to attempt ft, without any consideration as to the result occasioning conse¬ 
quences the most prejudicial to the commerce, and even to the lives of foreigners. It 
must be a matter of great satis&ction, that in this case the voluntary confession of the 
deceased’s father, and the non-appearaAce of a serious wound, have placed insuperable 
impediments to hostile proceetlings on the part of the officers of Government. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Bepartmentifrora the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated Slst Januniy 1828. 

Par, 3. We have from time to time made inquiries on the subject of the punishment 
to be indicted on those persons concerned in the attempt to extort money, under the 
pretence of murder, from the Honourable C’ompaiiy’s ship Earl of Balcarras, and the 
present stale of the case appears to be, that there no defined law against the crime, and 
that the Fooyuen is awaiting the return of the Viceroy before proceeding to judgment. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 13th March 1825. 

T*ar. 53. We regret to inform your Honourable Court, tlmt notwithstanding our ear¬ 
nest representations to the Hong Merchants of the evil consequences that must accrue, 
as well to themselves as to the Company, if means could not be found of severely punish¬ 
ing the pemons bene alluded to by way of example, the Merchants were unable or un¬ 
willing to compass this point. 

5i. The troth of our statement on the subject, we understand, was fully admitted, and 
the Merchants reported, that the Government was perfectly satisfied with the steps we 
toqk to exhibit the guilt of the offenders. The only punishment inflicted on this occa¬ 
sion was that of exposing one, of the offenders in the streets with tlie cangue placed upon 
his neck; and the only reiuiOA assigned for the trifling nature of the punishment inflicted 
was, that the criminals were not considered guilty of a crime of any magnitude, as they 
had not absolutely received money from the persons whom they were endeavouring to 
injure and deceive. 
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(20.)~RESPECTING TUB CONDUCT OF THR, cnij^KSE;, yPTQJiJsHOUSE^FEQPDE 

AT IiTACAd ’'' ' 'V7.' '7. ' 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from tbp,Wteir,.qQMMlTOE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 16th November i88|7. 

Par, 47. O.v our Public Consultations under date ihe tth and 12th of June, will be 
found an account of an outi-agd committed by the people belonging to the Macao Custom¬ 
house, at all times a most offensive establishment, upon a boat oeloUging to a member 
of this Factory, which, on our representing the affair to the Iso-tong, we were inforrned 
was redressed. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SBXECt COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 18th NoverabAf 1828. 

Par. 68 . The aggressions of the people attached to the Macao Custom-house upon 
the Priwa Grande, have been long a subject of vexatious annoyance to pMsengers 
proceeding to and from India. On the occasion of the embarkation of Messrs. Marjori- 
banks, Clarke and Ravenshaw for Bombay in tlie commencement of this year, the acts 
of the Runners attached to this establishment were cairied to an unusual pitch of annoy¬ 
ance, in which they were beaded-and encoiir^ed by tlieir principal.* 

69, The numerous discussions in which the Government wa.s engaged at the period 
referred to, rendered it an unfevourable occasion for bringing the aggressions of the 
Macao Custom house people to their notice. We therefore deferred it until the agitation 
produced by the .several topics under their consideration had subsided, and laid the sub¬ 
ject before their notice in the commencement of the month of July. 

70. In the first instance the Viceroy treated our representations with a coolness 
amounting to contempt, and even directed the Merchants to remodel our address, and 
render it more agreeable to his views of the question.! We were however informed 
by tlie Merchants, that a Wei-ynne or officer deputed by Government upon a speefal 
service, had been despatched to Macao to inquire into the affair. The progress of this 
officer’s proceedings are detailed under date 24th July, upon our Public Consultations, 
but their result became more evident npon the publication of an Edict from the Vice¬ 
roy, recorded under date Isi August, which reprehends the conduct of the Macao 
I ustoin-house people, and directs the apprehension of offenders for examination. 

71, An unsatisfactory Edict was issued by the Hoppo about the same time,! which re¬ 
ferring the question to old established custom, iu fact, left us exposed to the same irregu¬ 
lar and undeiined cxei'tions which formed the subject of our complaint. 

72. A second Proclamation of the Viceroy seemed to promise the most favourable re- 
sults.i This order entirely restricted the license of the Custom-house to strict search, 

and 


* 1‘iililip CoiiMiltatittiis, 9 July, 
j I’uWic Coiisultuiioiijj, 4 August. 


t Public Consultsticmi, 19 July. 

§ Public Cunsulttttions, 5 August. 
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and the charges of the Porters to the customary wages given by natives for the convey¬ 
ance of gbods. The extents of this Edict appeared the most clear and explicit that we 
had ever^^eceived in favour of the rights of foreigners; but w'e fear the result has proved 
that it can only be quoted as a confirmation, that although this Government may, when 
urged by reiterated complaints, Jlsel themselves compelled to espouse the cause of 
foreigners ostensibly in their proclamations, an understanding still exists that aggres¬ 
sions, when not carried to a length which involves the party concerned in a serious 
charge of disturbing the public tranquillity, will be winked at by the superior officers, 
and that a system of extortion obtains a tacit license, wherever a situation under the 
Government which affords the means of exercising it is purcirased, and wc believe this 
to be the case with all public offices. 

73. For facts which support this observation, we beg to refer your Honourable Court 
to two cases which appear upon our Consultations under date the 10th .September. In 
the former of these the crew of a boat belonging to a Free Trader lying in Macao Roads 
was attacked by the Runners of the Custom-house while carrying some fresh provisions 
down to the beach. A sum of money was demanded, and upon the refusal of the crew 
to comply, tlie Chinese proceeded to use force, From which the Iwat’s crew, composed 
only of a few boys and a mate, were compelled to escaj»e by tlie means which ofibred 
themselves. On the second occasion quoted, a lady landing from a country vessel wsis 
detained on board the boat which brought her on shore for upwards of two hours, the 
Custom-house people refusing her permission to land, or what amounts to the same 
thing, not allowing any boat to approach for the purpose of her disembarkation. 

T't. Although little advantage could be expected from fresh representations to the 
Government, with such glaring instances of violation of the orders so recently issued 
before our eyes, we considered it our duty to slate the facts as they occurred to the 
Viceroy, which will at any rate relieve us from the charge of passing these aggressions 
unnoticed, should any unfortunate result ensue from the repeated misconduct of the 
Chinese attached to the Custom-house. We shall therefore continue to gives the 
Government warning upon every fresh occasion of offence, and the blame attached to 
refusing to adopt the necessary measures ibr securing public tranquillity must rest with 
them. 

73. The disposition of these people to give further annoyance has been .shown in 
charges of smuggling, which have been preferred against the Commanders of our ships 
upon the occasion of landing the Company’s packets and personal baggage of the gentle¬ 
men of the Factory who returned to China this season.* These accusations have been 
contradicted by us, and the facts explained. 


(E.) ^ 
Redress oi 
Grievances, A'C. 


Conduct of 
the Custom-House 
People at Macao. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Separate Department, from the SELECT COM¬ 
MITTEE at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 28th December 1830. 

Par. 34. It is with much satisfaction we inform your Honourable Court that we have 
had no reason during the last year to complain of the Custom-house at Macao. 1'lie 


* Public Consultations 4 and 16 September 1828. 
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stroi^ Edict of the Viceroy refisrred to in tlie niai^gio, which we were careful to make 
as public as possible by every means In opr |^#«p, imtOB' to'have had its eifect in re¬ 
pressing the voracious exactions of those who farm that custom station from tite Hoppo; 
but we have been given to understand that this effect has been aided by an annual 
presenc!from the Conaoo, in lieu (ff the pffoilts wbicKhnve been ahandotti^. 


(21.)-RESP£CTING the RIGHT OF THE SUPRACARiGOES TO A^^GRESS tlllJ 
OFFICERS OF THE CANTON GOViyBiNMEN’ir. 

EXTRACT EETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated ITtb November 1825. 

Rigljt of Address- Partof Par. 8. We beg to attract the attention of your Pfonourable Court to two 
'*Goveri™eni” Edicts from the Viceroy and Hoppo, recorded in our Consultations under date the 1st 
and 20th October, W’hich take a short review of the character of foreigners engaged in 
Uie commerce with China. At the present period, when so much has been stiid of 'the 
evils which result from the monopoly of the East-Indta Company, It may at least be a 
source of satisfaction to those who r^ard it only as a national question, that the prin¬ 
ciples of equity and liberality on which your affiurs have been conducted, liave enabled 
your representatives to establish a character which has been disiinguished by the 
Government of this ^untry from that of other foreigner enga^d in commercial transac¬ 
tions, and has even pallet forth a description of approving acknowledgment rarely dnd 
reluctantly bestowed on matters foreign to the native and internal ixihcerns of the 
empire. It will be perceived by your Honourable Court that the right«of addressing 
the officers of the Canton Government is by these proclamations declared to belong ex¬ 
clusively to ourselves, and tin's we must ever consider a privilege of the highest possible 
importance. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from die SEEECTCOMMITTEE 
(U Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 18th November 1827. 

Par. 44. We have no cause to complain of the condqm of the present officers at the 
head of affairs. It will be observed, that redress was affbrded by notification from the 
Hoppo of an offensive nature when complained of Inis officer had a relation high in 
the Imperial administrarion, who has lately been disiatss^ and he himself will leave'his 
present office in Jlanuary next. • . 
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{22.)-.i^f^’i:ilNa .1[:HE, ySE.pF, A^D cijAilGES FOR, BOATS BETVVIjEK CAN'I'ON 
J-.; ,'j, >, , and MACAO. Redress of 

Grievances, At. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the PdhRc De^rttnent, from the SELECT COMMITTB'E Charged for Boat:- 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 17th November 1825. 


Par. 119, The exorbitant chaises and duties which have for many yeai-s been levied 
on chop boats passing between Canton and Macao, and the refusal of the Government 
to admit the legal employment by foreigners of boats of smaller dimensions, has long 
been a source of great expense and serious inconvenience. It will be seen on our 
records* that a body of the British agents in Canton, accompiinied by other foreigners, 
having ineffectually applied to the Merchants upon this subject, proceeded to the city 
with a petition to the Viceroy, the result of which was a gimrantee on the part of tin* 
Merchants, that, with the exception of the hire of tlie boat, they were willing to take all 
other charges upon themselves. In a future proclamation from the Hoppo, the use of 
fast boats between Canton and Macao was declared to be legal; and an Edict from the 
Viceroy, in reply to an address presented to him by us upon the subject, distinctly pro 
hibited the extortion of money under any pretences. To the Hong Merchants we owe 
the old system, which has existed for half a century; to the present favourable disposi¬ 
tion of the Viceroy, who appears to have been solely governed by a principle of justice, 
we are indebted for its abolition, although confirmed by prescriptive usage and long 
continuance. It shall be our earnest endeavour to act upon the proclamation of the 
Viceroy, and resolutely to withstand, under its sanction, all attempts which may be 
made to re-establish the old system, which has now by authority of the Government 
been abolished. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMIIT'EE 
• at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 10th March 1826. 

Par. 16. We this^ay assembled the Hong Merchants for the purpose, amongst other 
subjects, of calling their attention to the high charges and duties to which foreigners 
were still subjected in the employment of chop boats, and requiring of them to f urnish 
us with an accurate statement of their legal amount. They gave us every assurance of 
their assistance ; and should the result of their inquiries exhibit a high rate ot charges, 
it will then remain for our consideration to address the Government upon the subject; 
and as tlie present Viceroy of Canton has shown every disposition to discountenance 
undue extortion on the part of the inferior Mandarins, we should be led to expect a 
favourable issue to such an application. 

Extract 


Consultations, 11 and 18 June, and IS July 182S. 



572 SECOMB APPSHBiX to the 'PHIEB 1 MPCiir 


cariMA PAPERS. 


Keckesf of 
GrimnceS) &v. 

Charg88 for Boats. 




EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Cimton to the Court of Directors, datetl 16«li November 1827. 


' ' v 

Par. 52. In the case above noticed, the expenses taken from Europeans have been 
tran.sferred to the Merchants and to the general trade in thei'esiilit. HowqUa having 
influence to persuade the Merchants to continue the illegal fees to the subordinate 
officers in preference to exciting their enmity. 


fi!3,)-RESPEOTING AN ATTACK ON CAPTAIN WALKER IN CANTON. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 8th Decembe;; 1826. 


Attack on Captain 
Walker. 


Par. 4. A very unprovoked attack having been made in Uie streets of Canton by two 
low Chinese upon Captain Walker, who received a very severe contusion on the head, 
we deemed it advisable, with a view at the same time to punish tlte aggressors and to 
prevent tlie recurrence of such acts, which are .so liable to terminate in serious distur¬ 
bances, to address the Viceroy on the subject. We took occasion also to ineiiiion, that 
several low spirit-shops in the neighbourhood of the Factories had become a very 
serious evil, as Chinese belonging tc them w'ere constantly on the watch for all sailora 
landing from boats, who were enticed into these shops, and that drunkenness and lc»s 
of health were too often the consequence. We are happy to have had redress upon 
both these subjects, by the punishtnent of the persons guilty of the assault upon Captain 
Walker, and by the retail spirit-shops being shut up by order of the Government. 


(24.)—RESPECTING THE IIOPPO CIIAKGING THE SUPRACAUGOES WITH , 

CONJ'RAB4N,l) PRACTICES. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, front the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 10th October 1827. 

Charge Shoiitly after the arrival of the first ships of this season, we applied for the 

of Contraband usual permit for Mr. Milletl to proceed to Canton, to commence the unloading of the 
IVactices. Honourable Company’s chartered jships Alfred and Broxbornebury, whose despatch we 
wUhetl to effect in the commencement of this month. The necessary license was i&sned 
from the Jlopjw’s office for the object required; but an Edict accompanied which, 
while it censured the application for a single boat, and directed that foreigners should 
proceed in fleets to Canton to obviate the inconvenience resulting to the public oflkers 
from numerous a])plications for permits,, proceeded further to inculcate the necessity of 
a sfrlct surveillance upon the Custom-house officers between Canton and. Macao, and 

to 
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to threw pqt most ondesmed insinuations against the well-known probity of the 
Honoar^le Cora|>anji>*s servants. 

24. In cohs^uence of these reflections cast by his Excellency upon the long-esta¬ 
blished character of the Honourable Company’s Factory in this country, we considered 
it necessary to forward an address to him, dated 20th August, disclaiming the charge of 
contraband practices made upon us, and expostulating upon the general tenor of his 
Fxiici, we at the same time quoted those parts of his Excellency’s predecessor’s Edicts, 
which bore testimony to the good conductor the Honourable Company’s representatives 
in China. 

25. This address was returned from the Hoppo's oflice with a second Edict, dated 
28th August, which inculcated the necessity of rescinding the privilege which has been 
long granted and confirmed to us, of corresponding witli this Government in the Chinese 
language. Howqua having undertaken to represent, in the name of ilie Hong, our 
claim to thivS mode of communication, established by Government Edicts in the year 
1814, we di4 not consider it necessarj'to return any immediate answer to liis Excel¬ 
lency’s Edict. 

2(). The effect of Howqua’s representations was seen in a third Edict from the Hoppo, 
dated the 81st August, couched in a conciliatoi’y tone, and denying the intentional 
implication of the Company’s servants in the insinuations against foreigners. Althougli 
this assertion is at variance with troth, it is satisfactory to us to perceive that this officer 
is disposed to adopt a favourable line of conduct towurils us, and wc trust we sliall 
experience more urbanity in our future transactions with hi.s Excellency’s officer than 
we were at first inclined to anticipate. 


(25.)—RR8PECT1NG THE ACCIDENTAL DEATH OF A CHINESE ON HOARD A 

COUNTRY SHIP. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton lo the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 30th November 1827. 

Par. 4. Vvos the 26lh instant Captain Charles Clarke, tlie Commander of the 
country ship Golconda, waited upon the Select Committee to inform them of the 
following unfortunate accident: 

5. 'llie Golconda, on the morning of tlie 26tli instant, while dropping dowTi Wham¬ 
poa Reach, had fallen on board the American ship Caledonia; a hawser was carried 
out to the country ship Charles Forbes, for the purpose of clearing the vessels. The 
hawser upon being hove upon, parted, and struck a Chinese carpenter, who was at the 
time silting on the forecastle. Captain ClarkS, on being informed of the circumstance, 
instantly repaired to the place, but found that life was already extinct; the hotly was 
removed below, and the remaining Chinese workmen detained as evidences of the fact. 
Captain Clarke requested our advice and interference. 

6. Kinqua, the Security-merchant of the Golconda, was requested to attend the 
Committee, and directed to despatch a confidential person without delay to Whampoa, 

for 
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for die prpoBd of lnqairinn; into the^ affaijp, end. iinnfe#fito steps to prevent its 
lledle^of proposed an application to the |daitdarin at Whampoa, $Uded to he 

(Ji ievances, &c. at the suggestion of the Chraraittee, for permission to die relatioitt of the deceaseti 

- to receive and hury |he body, which arrangeihent appeaiiRg the most el^ble mode of 

Death bfa^^nese a^ustiirte«ti 'indhhowing that we entertaiiied' ho^widi to conceal the feet, Was approved 
1 Cmintii^hip hy us, as well fes by Howqna, who was pt^eijt ttpon this wstasion. 

7. Kinqua called on the 28th instant to state, that the people attadied to the HoppO 
lioat of the flolconda had reported the drcumstance to the Fuan-yn or District Magie* 
trate; btit On the arrival of Kinqua’s cousin, who was despatched from Canton tohego^ 
ciate in this affair, the relations of the deceased had been induced by pecuniary per¬ 
suasion to address a counter petition to the District Magistrate, requesting that the 
body miglit be returned to them; the nephew stating his conviefion that the death was 
purely accidental. 

.8. Nc^hing further has transpired connected wiUt this affeir; but from the assurances 
of Kinqua, and the plain evidence in favour of the ctisual nature of the ev^^t, we trust 
that no further inconvenience need be anticipated from the final result, which will lie 
communicated to your Honourable Court by the earliest opportunity. 

20, Since writing the above paragraphs, Captain f ’krke, the Commander of the country 
ship Golooiida, called upon Mr. Flowden, and informed him that the Puan-yu, or 
District Magistrate, bod yesterday visited the ship for the purpose of holding an 
inquast on the body of the deceased Chinese who accidently was killed on board on’ the 
26th instant; the relatives of the deceased were also in attendance, and having declared 
it to be their belief, that the deceased had died from the blow of the hawser in its 
violent recoil after parting in t%vo, and not from any other cause; and, moreover, 
having declared they were quite satisfied in this point, they were required by the 
Mandarin to make an affidavit to this effect, and to swear to it in thp usual form 
adopted on these occasions, by the imposition of a coloured impression of their hands 
on the statement; after which they were permitted to retire, and to carry away the body 
with them for interment. 

21, Kinqua afterwards attended, and informed Mr. Piowden that the Piian-yu had 
immediately proceeded into the city to the Viceroy, after bis return from Wliampo'a, 
in order to communicate his proce«liri|s to that officer. Nothing further has trans¬ 
pired; but Kinqua’s impression Is, that the affair will terminate here without any 
trouble or difficulty. 

22, It is with sincere pleasure we communicate to your Honourable Court tliis 
account of the apparent termination of this event; and we trust, by our next despatch, 
to be able to report its fimd adjustment. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the PuWic Department, from the, SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 3d December 1827, 

Par. 6. Nothing further having transpired respecting the accident on board the 
Go^conda at Whampoa, we have every reason to hope the affair baa tefRiioated with the 
inquest held on the body of the deceased On the 1st instant. 


Extract 
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EXlTRACT letter In the Public Departurent, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
'at Canton to the Efonourable Court of Directors, dated I2th December 1827. 

Par. 8. We are happy to inform your Honourable Court, that the aff^fr of the acci¬ 
dental death of a Chinese on board thd*counti^ ship Golcondo, communicated iff our 
letter dated the 30th ultimo, was finally closed as stated in the conclndkig paragraph 
of that letter. The easy adjustment of tliis acddent* may be considered a proof of the 
alteration which has taken place in the minds of the Chinese upon these subjects as 
regards foreigners,’ and die different light in which tJiey are now disposed to view an 
accidental death from that which characterised them in our early iptercoui^ with this 
country. ’ 
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■( 26 .)-RESPECTlNO THE INFRINOEMEN'r OF CERTAIN PRIVILEGES. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the PubUc Departmefn, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors,-dated 18th Nav. 1828. 

Par.' 41. We- have experienced in the pre.sent sea.soi,i a dispo.sition, on die port of the infnrii'cmont of 
Chinese Local Government, to rescind privileges of an established character, and to Privileges. 
treat representations, which we liave found it necessary to make to them with such 
indifference, us compelled us at last to have recourse to a mode of drawing their atten¬ 
tion to our statements, which we hope has proved effectual, and will prevent the repe¬ 
tition of similar conduct towards us in future. We shall have the honour to state the 
progress of these proceedings to your Honourable Court in the following paragraphs. 

42. I» the month of July, having had occasion to address the; Government on-the 
subject of the extortions practised by the people of the Macao Custora-bpuse (the 
result of which we shall have the honour to stale in a subsequent part of this letter), 
we were much surpriscd.to learn from the Merchants that the Viceroy had refused to 
r^eiveour statement, and had returned it to them, witli directions to open and alter it 
in a manner which better suited his own views.* * 

43. Upon this occasion we presented a second statement to the Viceroy, disavowing 
any sentiments which might have been inserted in onr former address by the Merchants, 
and informing him that our seal and signatures being always affixed to our communica* 
lions, we begged that his Excellency would consider none as emanating from us which 
did not bear those marks of authenticity. 

44. Shortly after the arrival of the Factory in Canton,! a packet of letters to our ad¬ 
dress was seized by the Poon-qu-yune, a magistrate of the Whampoa District, upon 
the person of the Compradore of the OrwellJ who was conveying the packet from that 
ship to the Company’s Factory. This circumstance having been stated by us to tlie 

Viceroy, 


4 £ 


* Public Consultations, 19 July 1628. 
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Viceiroy,* that officer in r^plyjustified the jpondjuict Ppoij^-yuryunei and directed 
that in future all letters sent from our s^iips should sal^lected tQ e:^minaUo|i,t 11)15 
answer of the Viceroy, instead of being transmitjed through the usual channel of^he 
Merchants, was pasted up on the walls of our Factory by authority, a measure evi¬ 
dently calculated to depreciate the foreign ^hamcter in the eyes of the. Chinese. 

45. An Edict was issued about the same ume,| restricting me. excursions of boats 
upon the river, which amusement being the sole opportunity we possess of enjoying 
fre.sh air and exercise, we felt by no means disposed to submit to witliout remonstrance. 
The authority also conferred, by this Proclamation, on the river police to give annoy¬ 
ance to foreign boats passing between Canton and Whampoa, was likely to lead to dis¬ 
turbances, wliich we felt it to be our duty to prevent by a proper representation of Uie 
facts. 

46. While these circumstances were under our consideration, it came to our know¬ 
ledge that a Proclamation of a most grossly abusive nature had been issued by the 
Viceroy and Hoppo, calculated to degrade the foreign character to the lowest degree 
in the eyes of the natives. This Proclamation we have alluded to, but not*recorded, on 
our Public Consultations under date the 14th October. 

4‘7. After a mature deliberation upon the grievances which we have detailed in the 
preceding paragraphs, we came to a determination that it was incumbent upon us to 
meet them by a strong remonstrance, calculated to put a stop to further aggression, 
experience having proved that nothing can be expected to be obtained from the Chinese 
by concession, which only becomes an. inducement to attempt further invasion of pri¬ 
vileges. 

48. We therefore drew up an address to the Viceroy,§ in which we stated the 
absolute necessity of a communication with our ships by letter, which could be easiest 
effected by the employing Chinese boats; that if his likcellency refused his permission 
for that motle of conveyance we must have recourse to the use of ship-boats, the crews 
of which we were at all times most desirous to keep away from Canton, and to which 
we should most unwillingly resort. 

49. We also represented tp his Excellency tliat the recreation taken by foreigners 
upon the river could not be viewed merely as an amusement. The heat and confined 
air of our Factories is highly injurious ro the health of Europeans, situated, as they are, 
in the suburbs of a populous city; no lilierty beyond the precincte of tlie Factory being 
permitted by land, we possess no means of e.scaping from the inconveniences above 
specified, excepting by excursions in boats upon the river; and while that amusement is 
conducted within reasonable limits, it appears a harsh measure to restrict it. 

50. In noticing the opprobrious proclamation of the Viceroy alluded to in a pre¬ 
ceding paragrapli, we confined ourselves to stating that such proclamations were ill 
adapted to conciliate the feelings of foreigners. We also took the opportunity of 
rcuiai’king, that his Excellency’s predecessor bad adopted a very different line of con¬ 
duct 


* Public CoMultations, 6 Oct. 18128. 
Fubbe ConsolttUioaR, 7 Oct. 1828. 


t FabOc Consbltstions, 10 Oct. 1888. 
$ FttUie CMUUltationi, 14 Oct. 1888. 
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duct towards fiaVitig interdicted, by an Edict,' the practices of abuse and 

Insult carHed bh 'by the Chinese on the river, as likely to irritate aiid lead to dls- 
lurbdnce. We regretted to observe' that the present Viceroy’s acts were calculated to 
excite animosity. 

51. Having combined these several subjects oT complaint in one statement, we accom¬ 
panied them by such observations as we considered appropriated to the subject, and 
delivered them to the Merchants for presentation to the Viceroy. 

52. We were informed, the day after our representation was drawn up, that the Vice¬ 
roy refused to receive it, adding, that no necessity existed for presenting petitions. Upon 
the receipt of this intelligence we were compelled to adopt the mode of bringing our 
grievances to bis Excellency’s notice, which has been resorted to formerly on similar 
occasions; viz. that of carrying our address to the city gales, and presenting it in 
person. 

53. We therefore requested Captain Hamilton to .select such people from the boats’ 
crews in Cannon as were considered men of respectable and orderly behaviour, and 

, desired him to accompany Mr. Davis, who took charge of our letter to the city. A 
sufficient number of the officers of the Honourable Company’s ships were also in attend¬ 
ance to control the conduct of the seamen. This party, having proceeded to one of tlie 
gates, and given notice of the object of their mis.sion to the guards .stationed there (for 
which purpose slips of paper, with an inscription in Chinese, signifying that they came 
to present an address in a quiet, orderly manner, were distributed amongst them), a 
Mandarin was shortly despatched to meet them, and receive their communication, upon 
which they returned to the Factories. 

.54. Your Honourable Court, will observe, under date 18th October of our Public 
Consultations, the Viceroy’s reply to the representation alluded to in the preceding para¬ 
graph. This Jiklict, we consider, may be viewed as favourable, althougli a defensive tone 
is assumed in it; the principal points of our representation are conceded. We had also 
the satisfaction to observe practical symptoms of a disposition to accommodate matters, 
in a deputation which immediately followed of the Nam-boy-yune to our Factories, to 
give directions for the renewal of the works upon our landing-place, which were forth- 
wifli resumed. We hope, therefore, that the Viceroy has been convinced by tlie pro¬ 
ceeding we adopted, of the impolicy of giving unnecessary annoyance to foreigners, and 
that occasion will not again occur for res rling to an expedient to which we always most 
unwillingly have recourse. 
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EXTK ACT LETTER inthe Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 18th November 1828. 

Par. 37. We shall always feel pleasure in noticing tlie conciliatory conduct of the 
officers of the Government. Having had reason lately to complain of very opposite 
treatment from tliem, accompanied by an evident disposition to vilify the foreign 
character and degrade it in Chinese estimation, wc forwarded a remonstrance, couched 
in .such firm but respectful language as, we trust, will produce a better feeling towaAls 
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PdUlic Department, - 8 th Octobef 1829, Paragraph 3 a* 1*^. 

• JOitto.15th . ’ la*, 5., 

.Ditto....23d November- v.*» — .3 a’27, 

Ditto.30th —; ,.. — 3 a’ 13. 

Ditto14th Decepi^ . , — 4,a’ i2., 

Ditto.29th — .. 3 ft’12. 

<• a 

For these paragraphs, see letters adverted to, presented to the Select Obmniiltee the 
3d June 1830, in the Appendix to the First Report of tiie Select Committee of the Douse 
of Commons, No. TX, page 1022, cfscj'. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
. at Canton to the Court of Director, dated 28th January 1830. 

Par. 3. We stated hi the 9tii,to the 12th paragraph of the des{)atch above referred 
to, our intention to make a fnal attempt to procure redress for the embarrassments of 
the trade, by application to the local authorities of Canton, in an appeal to the newly* 
arrived Hoppo, or Commi^ioner of Customs. This resolution was caiped into effect 
and we beg to refer your Honourable Court to our Secret Consultations of 26th 
December 1829, for the address presented by us to that officer. 

4. We regret to state, that the Hoppo’s reply * declared his determination to adhere 
to the decision formerly passed, upon our representations by the Viceroy, and promised 
no improvement to the embarrassed situation of affairs. ' 

6. Having received what appeared at that time to be the final reply of the local 
authorities, without an appearance of concession on any point, it became a subject of 
the most weighty consideration, whether we should resume commercial intercourse, or 
whether, in accordance with the tenor of our professions, we should continue to abstain 
from such intercoui'se. A question which embraces the interest of the Honourable 
Company, and of a large body of the British mercantile community, could not be viewed 
without a deep scn.se of the responsibility incurred in forming our decision. We 
endeavoured to view the subject with the strictest impartiality of feeling, and hope we 
have selected that course which i.s best calculated to place this trade on a firm founda¬ 
tion. In deciding our choice at so important a crisis, we have felt it a diity not to limit 
our views to the object of loading the Honourable Company*.s ships for the present 
season, which would be dearly attained at the risk of incurring permanent and irreme¬ 
diable 
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diabk4inpedj;ini(l)lA;j^/^<iQin^ ft baa'been onr eturpest.endeavour to secure id 

ad»?ntagea:^:o,ur btMsoiJiable employers,, thich might prove the batis of-prosperity to 
tbeJn’affairs in this.country fpr successive years, • ' / . * *, ••• 

SiVe fek it'incumb^t upon us, as a preliminary step, to review the swies.vof our 
correspondence'with this Governnaent,* and have now the honour to state ihe inferfences 
we.'have drawn fran^it., • ,. ^ ; . . • \ . 

. Pnrt of Par. 7. The'disinclination eViiiced by the’ officers qf GoyerOment to ^attt ahy. 
new privileges to the foneign toade might naturally have been expected, where both' 
their own private^ intererts and their national prejudice against .innovation were to be 
overoorae ;• but the contempt shbdrn to tlfe orders of the Jlmpefor.for the establishment 
of new Hongs, by the promulgation of Edicts by the local gtfyernihenhf witbo.ut any 
intension to aejj; upon the professioos contained in them, has b^ii a subject. of ^rprise 
and what we certainly had* not anticipated. , • ” • % ■ 

Bar. 15. Our inffuenep with the Chinese Governmeiit being purely of a Bontmercial 
nature, has been hitherto supported by the apprehension of the wUhtlraWal qf the trade. 
This infldience has bCen.Wpported entirely by opinion^ btit lias proved so strong as'to 
preponderate in aU differences of a serious nature. Whether tUq sjuspensiop of com¬ 
mercial .interamise has originated with the one party or the other, the risk and re- 
8|)oiisibility of losing a valuable trade has ultimately preponderated over all other 
considerations in the minds of the local authorities. 'I'hrough the influence of this 
principle, skilfully directed, the interests of our honourable, employers have been 
hitherto preserveil, and an effectual resistance opposed to the encroaching spirit of a 
venal goveriMnent. 

16. , A combination of circumstances has rendered the employment of .this powerful 
weapon, the suspension of trade, necessary. Wc had hoped, from the lone in which 
tile Government replied to our representations at the comitieiicement of the discussion,. 
that we should be able to report to your Honourable ('ourt some favourable circum¬ 
stances at on earlier period; but notwithstanding our declaration of the impossibility of 
entering on commercial intercourse till the Hong was relieved from its embarrassed 
condition, and our reiterated representations to that effect, an apathetic indifference 
characterized the policy of the Government, and no impression seemed to be produced. 
If, after taking up sucli grounds, we had consented to recede, and trade upon the terms 
dictated by our opponents, no hope could have been entertained of resi.sting their 
encroachments for the future. Suspension of intercourse would hereafter be looked 
upon as a vain threat, and the only coarse left to us be implicit submission to the will of 
the victors. The Cohong system being put in force in its most obnoxious form, would 
sap tlie tbimdation of the Honourable Company’s trade, while all resistance would be 
rendered hopeless. The opinion of the firmness and integrity of the representatives of 
the Honourable (Company in this country, which has hitherto proved an effectual check 
to the inroads of avarit* and oppression, would lose its influence. The Chinese Govern¬ 
ment would ac(|uire the lamentable conviction, that tliis trade, being indispensable to 
foreigners, could be conducted according to the dictates of their own interests. They 
would proceed under this impression to additional acts of extortion, which the absence 
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dpsperate nature. , ■ , . ' 

17. From this we wereied to the reflection^ that a serioas l9Ss;pf4n}ey and heavy ex- 
pense^ had already been ^pieui:!^ in anstainiog^tlM discusaloiv 

became neceasa^ to detptmme whether we should abaodf^ ntaiptaht otir posijsipitv 
Was ibis to be a sacriflcei .witte^^ the ktaiiuneitt of f^y ooFesjipitding reconi> 
pense? Could we hope»,pven in submitting to it, . Uiat the trade would be aattsfi^tprily 
conducted under the system to which it would be reduced. Our experience of. Chinese 
chai'acter.forbade us to entertain such an. expectation; and we cpuid only, contampkte 
tha c^tairity of being compelled td^ renew die struggle hereafter, and at no. cHstant 
period, under increased difficulties and embarrassments. \ / / 

18. 'We confldeiitiy trust, that an impartial view of both sides of this intricate que»» 
tier) will lead your Honourable Court to the conviction which it produced in our minds. 
We came to the conclusion, that a perseverance in the course hitherto pun;ued ofiered, 
of two evils; the least to our choice, and we detennined to al^tain from trade till some 
favourable ulteratidn in the terras upon which it was offered rendered it worthy of accept¬ 
ance. The more important, the more valuable the interests at stake, the more do they 
require the protection of firmness, on which our hopes of their security for the future 
can alone be placed with confidence. We consider that wc stood on high grounds <m 
the present occasion, and that our grievances, when brought to the.notice of the Court of 
Pekin, could not fail to meet attenjtiqn and receive redrpss. The resistance of the local 
government to the commands of their superiors, and the frauds practised upon foreignen^ 
with the connivance of the Canton authorities, in such instances as those of the bank¬ 
ruptcy of Manhop, and the removal of property by the retired partner of tfle Hong of 
Chunqua, could not fail to be seriously viewed by a Government always jealous to pre¬ 
serve the integrity of its authority, and unwilling to permit claims to exist against it on 
the part of foreigners. These, while they destroy all pretensions to the administration 
of imperial justice, compromise at the same time the dignity of the Empire. 

19. Having given the subject the most deliberate attention, and we need hardly 
assure your Honourable Court, that it has caused the deepest anxiety in our minds, wo 
came to the determination of preparing our ships to leave the port, bcii|g convinced 
that their presence encouraged the opinion that we iiad not seriously resolved to 
act upon the professions which we had held out to the Govei^ment, and that no, 
hopes of an accommodation could be entertained till the apprehensions of tlie Chinese 
were excited for the withdrawal of the trade. At the same time, we took measures for 
the despatch of two of our ships to diflerent parts of the coast, for. the pui'pose .of 
presenting memorials, addressed to the Emperor of China, upon the emb^ra^ents 
of the British trade to Canton. 

Part of Par. 20. Being resolved, however, to lose no chance of a favourable turn in 
aflaii's, which might avert the ueciessity of recourse to the ^j^me measure of the 
removal of our ships, we drew up a Memorial to the Emperor of China,* stating in a 
general manner the grievances for which we solicited redress, and having enclosed one 
a>py of it under a seal to the Viceroy, and one to the Hoppo, we forwarded them to 
• Canton 
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Cant»n» in the chafgftl#’# gentleman of the Factory^ attended'hy a party of Comman¬ 
ders, offioers altd df our ahipa^ widi ordere to deliver th^m at fhe gates of the 

city. This duty was performed on the 18th instant, and the addresses were' rec&ved by 
an inferior officer of the Government. We shall have the’honour to detail tp your 
HononrableCourt the result of this mission in a subsequent'part of this desj^i^f and 
wHionly remark here, thkt it has been of a nature stiffidently satisfactoly to induce us 
to postpone the adoption of the mcastnres to which we have alluded in ‘the preceding 
paragraph, thon^ we cannot state at the present moment that the necessity of sudia 
course has been removed. . 

Par. 80. On tlieSSd instant replies were received from the Viceroy and Hoppo’* to 
otir addresses, enclosing memorials to be transmitted to the Emperor of China. The 
communication of the Hoppo is in unison with the former Edicts of that officer, as 
regards its general' import; but it returns the memorial to the Emperor, and states as a 
reason for this proceeding, that the mode of presenting it was irregular. 

81. The Viceroy has also returned the memorial to the Emperor, alleging the samg 
reason for his refusal 'to transmit it to Court as has been given by the Hoppo. The 
tone, however, which pfervades the Proclamation of the former officer is of the most 
conciliatory nature, and when put in comparison with the last communication receivetl 
from him, in which any further attention to our representations was peremptorily 
refused, may, we hope, be assumed os proof that a considerable change has taken place 
in his'Sentiments, t 

82. We forbear to offer a decisive opinion upon a document, which must be judged 
rather by its general tenour than by the precise signification of its contents. It has, 
however, afforded us this consolatory refieclion, that the door is ^ain opened to nego* 
ciatioDs, and we have taken advantage of this circumstance in the manner which we 
think offers the best cbance of bringing matters to a satisfactory termination, if the 
professions contained In his Excellency's Edict prove sincere. 

33. The real substance of the Viceroy’s Proclamation may be summed up as 
follows: 

That an express has been despatched to the province in which the elder Chunqua 
ntfw resides, to cause his immediate return. 

That candidates have offered themselves for the situation of Hong Merchants. 

That the creditors of Hong Merchants may meet together, make up their accounts 
and claim payment. This we conceive to have reference to the debts of the Hong of 
Chunqua. 

And, that the Emperor's orders have been received, sanctioning a modification and 
reduction of the present ptiid upon entering the port 

84. In noticing our request to be allowed to rent warehouses, the Viceroy has 
adhered to his former refusal to grant that point; but he has given the most positive 
assurances for the security of property lodged In the Hongs of the Chinese Merchants, 
who, he has most disthictly declared, are liable to the risk of fire, water, thieves, and 
every earthly calamity that can occur to goods confided to their charge. As regards the 

security 
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tepurity, of property,'we are not aware that in any part ^ world itfxists upon 
mdi^ farourablo terms than those, to the imported And a}||^d'^h the bbjpet of icon* 
ductingcommercial dealings-independently of the mecliuin tl^e Hongs i8 not posi- 
tiyeiy gained by this arrangement, it seems probable that mpoh may be effected 1:^ in 
ipcHnatiop on thepm;tof the Foreign and Chinese Mej^chant'tq cdnsnit tnutuat accom¬ 
modate. l^e.feel, therefore, that we must remain satisfied with the Viceroy’s deci¬ 
sion Q^oii*‘,this point, and exclude it in subsequent .uegpciation* from Ihe'list of 
demand^.. ' . • " , t ' ^ 

4 * 'i * 

• 35.'The Edict th whiph we are referringconclodes by general assurances of 'a desire 
'todorammodete, and quotes the orders of the Emperor expressive .of the same purpose, 
and ananchnation to encourage the peaceable conduct of forel^ commerce. <• * 

' 36. The circumistances of the change of tone adopted by the Government when an im¬ 
pression Has been excited that bur ships would leave the port, coupled with the disincli- 
, nation evinced to receive our memorials to the Emperor,' lead us to draw fhe-inference 
.thatdnstructions have actually been trauspiitted from the Court •of Pekin^tcJt adjust the 
discussion upon fair and reasonable terms; and -that the local' goveriirhcnt has been, 
forced to the disclosure of this feet by our demonstration, of'recourse to extreme 
meaSur#. , ‘ ‘ ' 

S'?. Tt is aVemarkablo point that the date refecred to in' the Viceroy’s Edict, th^t 
of the arrival of the express from Pakin, should be the very day upon which the delivery 
of our memorials at the city gates took place.'. This circum.stancc would fftirlywarrant 
the conjecture that the Government has wjshed t<» make it appear tiiat'the elteration’in 
their tone preceded, and was not the effect of that measure. A'more distant dato could 
not be named, fi)rit i^bt fairly be asked, why were the Im,penalordei% ooncealed ?* It 
had moreover been asserted by the Merchants in Canton, on the very d^y that the 
occurrence took plape, that the despatfeh frOm-P^in could not be dxpecte,^ ^Han a 
, fortnight. The cause and effect are too nearly allied by appearances to admit qf mUcIi 
doubt respecting dieir real Cbnnection. . , ^ , * . / ' ' . 

38. Our reply to the Viceroy, to wjiich wc beg to draw your Honourable donrt’s 
attention, has been carefully drawn up with the object of demonstrating to his'Excel¬ 
lency that while we have every wish to meet the conciliatory feelings exhibited in*his 
proclamation, by a reciprocal desire of amicable adjustment, we are in no way disposed to 
swerve from the resolution which was communicated to the Government at the time 
when we presented our metmKrials to the Emperdr; and that our resort to extreme 
measures is merely jmstponed, under the impression that his Excellency meditates a 
reasonable accommodation. 

39. An appearance of anxiety has been evinced by the Viceroy to receive our answer, 

in the deputation of a Government Linguist to proceed in charge of bis Excellency’s 
communication to Macao, and await our reply, which will be made with as little delay 
as possible. * 
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and Confidenticd) from Ae^SELECT COMMITTEE 
of tiie Court of Director^'date| l31$t i7‘an. }^0. 

WE piarcei ve, in the Viceroy's last answer to our address^ in the peculiar way in which 
it Vj;^ forwarded to us, and in the marked manner in whidi be voluntarily re>dpens the 
n^dciatlohs which he Imd himself closed, by refusing to receive our addresses^ the 
effect that has been produced by our last measure of presenting our petition for the Em¬ 
peror at the city gate. Vfe bdieve now that the Government is convinced that we are in 
earnest; and.we also believe that the Viceroy is disposed to grant such terms as we shall 
be able to accept. So strong is our conviction On this point, that were We contending 
witli any other than this peculiar peo|de, we believe an arrangement might take place 
very shortly. , 

We have every retuson to hope we shall be enabled to restore the Hong to its original 
number of twelve or thirteen j and should our efforts prove successful, we shall consider 
the Company’s trade with Chino rescued from a state of peril, the greatest perhaps it 
has ever been exposed to. 

We have before observed, that we believe the Viceroy will grant such concessbns as 
we can expect ; but the greatest caution is necessary on our parts; too much anxiety 
evinced would infallibly tend to make him recede; the policy of the Government 
appears to be to grant nothing beyond what necessity obliges them to do, even in things 
most trivial. 

We do not consider we arc too sanguine in expressing onr hope, that in three weeks 
the ships will be at Whampoa. 

We have been informed, that at this moment respectable men are ready to be' made 
Hong Merchants, but that the Viceroy and Hoppo, in defiance of their positivedeclara- 
tions to the contrary, still endeavour to extort an exorbitant fee, to the collective amount 
of 50,000 dollars for each Hong. We look to this difficulty being overcome, now that 
tlie Government are convinced of the necessity of the case. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Cantoh to the Court of Directors, dated 10th Feb. 1800. 

Par. 2. We have great satisfaction in communicating to your Houourable Court the 
intelligence toat^n accommodation has been effected, with reference to the discussion in 
which we have been engaged with tlie Chinese Government, and that the Houourable 
Cptop&ny’s ships received oitr orders to enter the riv^ upon the 6th instant. 

3. We shall have^the honour to detail to your Honourable Court the particular cir¬ 
cumstances of this arpKBgemeut at a future opportunity. 
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Par. 2. Ws iiave pow ibe j^atisfectfoii to ii^qmiey&ttr* 
sequence of ab ar^D|gement that has bemr efTei 
Ilonoa^abl^ Qpilipaay’s ships received our o^rs.jto.^tqr^the ?| 
iminedwteldhlcharg'e k their cargoes on the 6th instant,^' ^ ^ 
dehui the drcmnstauces which have givm rise to,t|d8 i^o][ttjtiqn, ,, 

3. Upon the Ist of this month the Hong Merchants atyiv^,fti ;i^cap,hui 

ofBml deputai^on from tire Government. Their ostensible mptyre, fpr WWtB^g tWs place 
was to take leave of Mr. Plowden, who had embarked for Inland the day’preceding 
their arrival. , Th)^’ ipformed us, that an answer, might be daily expected fro«^ t^e 
Viteroy to our last address; upon wh^, we defined to enter Ipto any dlspufei.Qh;With 
them wpecting our future proceedings.* , ^ . , i 

4. tlpon thp 5th Instant, a Proclamation was received from the Vfceroy’tht'otjjgh the 
Merchants, winch wUl be found in our Secret Consultations under the same d^.. 

5. general tenor of this document is of the most conciliatwy pature* as well as 

thai previonsly received from his Excellency, and recorded upon t|ie 5?5th.uititt»p ; both 
lead to the conclusion that the .Government are exfremely desirous to preserve the tran- 
qdlUty whi^ has usually attended the conduct qf the trade; and perhaps upon the 
present occasion have evinced a greater anxiety to restore it to its ordinary t^rse tiian 
1 bey have hitherto permitted themselves to disclosq,, . , 

6. The Viceroy’s Edict inforpis us that one new Ifongh?^ already been estahlhhed, and 
that other persons liave requested to be allowed to enter the Hoiig; that, he not only is 
desirous of increasing the number of Merchants to, its original strength, but will also, if 
opportunity offers, be glad to. extend it even beyond that, limit. 

7. The progress actually made towards the complftton of the original number of the 
Hong is certainly but small, and oiir knowledge of the Chuiese diameter does not permit 
us to calculate witli confidence upon the fulfilment of the promisesi of the Government 
hereafter. At the same time tliere are some arguments which.suppqrt the assertion ef 
the Viceroy, that it is impracticable to accomplish this object at the presmit mmnent. It 
has bequ stated by the Merchants, that the.rcduclau9p,vto «*^ge m 

ceeds from want of confidence in the future prc^pect of. bp||np%ia| returns, to the specu¬ 
lator, that the embarrassments of the commerce discourage persons qf proper^ from 
coming forward; apd that those who are now deterred .by such luasouf from prmenting 
their names as candidates for admission into the Hong, nu^ be etcpectedf if opr ships 
enter the. port, and affairs are restored to the regular routinq, tq embrace 

withj, pleasure the favourable opportonity uqw offered to them of entering thohifyde.^ upon 
moderate terms, l^iaiikhequa, Goqua and. Kunqua declared, tlmt they , were mu|b 
acquainted with a person who contemplated die establidunent,.^ a Hong. Thm%ap» 

pears 
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iBknser. Wj^:. attach ;su^ iiptport^ja^ to the 
oew inembaitk tp the Hong^ that we sh^l give, every encoon^ea)!^ in our 

before ive are acqjwinted with the charac& if the Fore^-tVadS with 


di^ ’Iliert^teitts^ will necessarily be confined to the ptiNihaee 

of ilromlh^, jth|^ ^le of our m^drts for cash payments. An equitable discount 
will of coured^ allowra in the latter transaction for the consideration of receiving rea% 
money. It is said, timt dte knowledge of our intentions in tliis respect will prove a great 
inducement tP the eahdidates, especially when combined with the resumption of trade, 
and bur pers^ app^urance in Canton, 

8. A Tea Merchant, named Pun-suy*lan, has been mentioned as very desirous to enter 
the Hong. This person’s name has appeared on our records as the contractor to supply 
the Fokien Bbhea received from'the Hong of Chunqua. Ihough he has proved on some 
occasions a ^oublesome opponent in the tea trade, yet the energy displayed by him pro¬ 
mises a useful addition to the body of Hong Merchants; the knowle^e and conuectioas 
of Pun-suy-lan would in all proWbility render his mercantile speculations successful, 
ajid we shohld feel highly gratified if he is induced to carry his project into execution. 

9. The oWacle which has hitherto existed upon the part of the Government to obtain¬ 
ing competition in the foreign trade appears to have been overcome, as far as the prin¬ 
ciple extends, by tlw oreatioh of one Hong. The manager of this is said to have been 
admitted upon the payment of fees to a moderate amount, and svich as will by no means 
deter other persons from coming forward. The Viceroy has repeated the assurances for¬ 
merly given of the parent of debts, and the punishment of Merchants who might bo con¬ 
victed of fraudulent practices; and we have expressal our vidlUngness to rely upon the 
honour of th^ Government for the fulfilment of these promises. The point which seemed 
at this juncture principally to demand our attention was, whetlier we were justified, 
under existing (arcumstanees, in accepting the assurance of the Viceroy, that the Hong 
shall be restored to its original number. 

10. In forming our determination upon this subject, we naturally attach great impor¬ 
tance to what appeared to be the general impression produced on the minds of the Chi¬ 
nese by the suspenuon of our trade. The tone adopted by the Government towards the 
latter part of this discussion has evinced serious apprehensions of the ultimate removal of 
the trade; and it may be hoped that tiiis impression will act as a powerful check upon 
them in future, to prevent the repeated connivance at frauds, such as characterized the 
bankruptcy of Matdiq>, and the removal of Chunqua, the latter person having been the 
cause of sUch serious inconvenience to the trade, we think will be either severely punitiied, 
or compelled to return to Canton. If it be true that the conduct of this person has been 
represented to PekiU, it seems hardly possible that be can escape the heavy displeasure 
of that Court, who mttst see the necessity of putting a stop to such practices, if they wish 
for thb‘eontinuauce of tiie trade. 

11. We are rather inclined to augur favourably respecting the augmentation of the 
Hong. We trust that the same effect has been produced in the minds of the Chinese by 
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tlw jjontittued sHspension of the trade that nsigfel have resulted firom its actual reratwul, 
„ ^ ahd:^at the iafluaace of thk iiftprelswoa: wUi |)r^l for somd toe id eheching the e»- 

(irievaocfs to woachroeiits of the Gtomment. Upon a review of to diwtostaneeBl tore appeared a 
probability of bbtaininj^ an augmentaton of to Hong through^to eneouragement we 
Foreign Trade with wight give to to new Jderdbuits, while to ridn of two orthto ottoeidliopgs seeined 
Canton. jjg ^|jg inevitable’Coa»e(jueh(» of continuing the suspenidon hf cotto0rdai to«peouw^ 

New Hongs. OoBsideratiqp* of expediency were strongly in toour of an imitofito adjifttweiit 

of differences} to advanced period of to season admitted dF ttb fifftor distsnisioH, and 
we were called upon to decide between to removal of to*Honourable Company's sdiipe 
from the port, and the sending them to Whampoa without delay; the pressure of dhreum- 
stances atoitted cf no middle course. It still remained in our powerto Ibadand despatch 
the fleet from China before the arrival of to season yhich would preclude to hope of 
their effecting a direct passs^ tb the Straits; but .any further postponembbt of to adop¬ 
tion of this measure would have destroyed the expectation of success. The advances 
towards an accommodation made by the Government gave us a favoural^le and unex¬ 
pected opportunity of accomplishing this desirable object upon honourable terms, and 
we consider that we should not be justified in neglecting to avail ourselves of ii. The 
Viceroy had invited uf in to most conciliatory language to resume to trade. He hafl 
given us the most positive assurances that no obstacle should be made to the ^pmpletlon 
of the original number of the Hong, and professed his wish even to OKteud it. The prin¬ 
ciple of opposition to the iritroductimi of to Cdiong system ■ seemed to have been 
;game<L . . ' ' ^ . ■, ■ \. .-i- ' 

14. ;Wiih refiaence to to considerations whjch.baveboen above stated; we determined 
to order^ the-Honourable Company’s ships to enter to port, mid commence distorgib^* 
their cargoes; and we trust that this decision will receive your Honourable Court’s ap¬ 
probation. The event must prove whetor our dedston has been Judicious It has been 
formed upon tlm hope that such an impression has been produced by the long suspension 
i«f our trade, as has convinced the Cldnese of the necessity of making a serious attempt to 
restore its prosperity, and that this opinion will render the adoption of more extreme 
measures an alternative which may for the present be avoided. We have addressed the 
Viceroy in reply to that officer’s last coramunieataon, staling thb^motives which hSd 
induced us to alter our deteimination of removing to Hoitouiuble Company’s ships from 
the port, and that we have acted on a firm reliance upon the assurances whibh His 
Excellency has given, that the attainment of the important objeds of the return of th 
elder CTiunijua, the payment of the debts of that Hong, and the establishment of new 
Hoiiga* shall receive every assistance which it is* in to power of to Government to 
render. ' ■, ■ ■ ■■ ■' 

,15. Since writing the preceding paragraphs to'. President has bad a ’pewbriel inter¬ 
view with to Tea Merchant, Pun*say-lan. Tlhis pwaon has petitfoned to'gbVernmbiit 
to be allowed to.csmbUsh a Hong for tlieToreigb trade. The Viceroy bas i^iwed an 
application to the Hoppo, by whom a d«nand of 20,(K)0 tales is kid bemade as the 
price of admission. Pun-sny-lan stated his readiness to pay tMa- Sum ,if it met our 
approval, with tlie object of immediately entering into the privileges - of a Hong Mw- 

cliaut, 
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ciwmt, whida ,|iiin as a propiietof of tea to a htrgie extent; but 

he wo* diesuaded strongly from acceding to the demand, upon the priiici^le that a pre¬ 
cedent would be thereby established for the assessment of all subsequent petitk^ners. If 
the applhiatioQ of Pua*suy-lan pro4'es unsuccessful, we shall consider it our duty to 
addresa. the Viceroy on the subject, which we trust will accelerate the settlement of 
this quesdou. We feel desirous to see thia person established as a Hong Mercitant, "not 
only from tile hope that the example may tend to eucourage others to follow the same 
course, but from (be (harocter (^' die man himself, who is smd to possess firmness and 
resolutbu, which we zmiy find useful in opposing the iuAuenoe of Howqua in the 
Cdiofig. 

16. We shall probably be aide, by a later despatch, to communicate to your Honour¬ 
able Court more dedsive intelligence upon the subject of the preceding paragraph, as 
well as to offer an opinion respecting the disposition of the officers of Government to 
fulfil the assurances under which we have recommenced our commercial transactions. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
^ ' at'Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2d Maivh 1830, 

Par, 2* In the concluding paragraph of that despatch*, we informed your Honourable 
(’ourt, that the Tea Merchant, Pun-suy-lan, had petitioned the Goverimieat for per¬ 
mission to establish a Hong, but that some demur was made, arising from the fees de- 
tnanded for his admission, wliich might render it eventually necessary fur us to 
address the Government upon the subject. 

3. Puu-8uy4an subsequently utformed us, tl»at the obstacles to the establishment of 
his Hong were made, in the Hoppo’s department, and recommended our addressing the 
Viceroy, as a measure likely to bring the aflair to a speedy termination. 

4. We therefore presented a statement to that officer,1‘ expressing a hope that his 

Excellency would not permit the good intentions which appeared to influence him for 
restoring the prosperity of the trade, to be thw-arted in any department of tho Govern¬ 
ment. We further added, that we had resumed our commercial transactions under his 
Excellency’s assurance of promoting our vio^\s, in the creation of new Hongs upon any 
favourable opportunity, and that we looked with confidence to see tho.se promises 
fulfilled.. 

5. We have the satisfaction to infonn your Honourable Court, that this representa¬ 
tion was attended with the desired eflbct. The Hong of Pun-suy-lan was prodaimed 
on Uie 27diiu8taat, only two days after the presentation of our address; and the day 
foRowiiig another jaew Houg was declared to havi! received tlte permission of Go¬ 
vernment to conduct the foreign trade. 

0. We sliall now have the honour to communicate to your Honourable Court sudi 

information 


« 23 Feb. l^iSO. 
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atfomstion as has reaeh^ tw and t«Bii«)u6na «ls,i(e lhr«e 

Ho*)^newly‘ostaM^diad.’'''J ■.“</ -if';'.- '.-f > -'v 

7k The Manapr of the iBrst Ho!^ declared in IhAi Vueii^ dur 

Secret Coneultadtnni and«r date Ibh M,iiltkacrf is of snwnd ^terdthenti a«K!<^ 
Foreign whom a eoii«d«nd»Ie'|piw|Msrty Was upon; the deoShi'ofvthtekf^^thtt^^^^^^ 

left bnt » modei^imn as;^ dmre 0^ theni^^ One office*'hiietlMIt ^i^ 

manager of« sflverMmth’s fonnerlycoiidueted^lhieittthefiwboi^^ 
in syceek Tlia mame of the new morctot is Yai->keTseai^{i the Mong’t’name is Hing 
Tae< To avoid eonfuidon of names in fithtra we shSll adopt the^ name of tiie Hor^ to 
designate the individual who manages it Ihis mode of denonsdnatiou appears the most 
correct, as it has reformice to the hrm, and can never be chai^^ I the names of persons 
in China are constantly altered, according to the caprice of die imhvidual, and (his habit 
prevails to snch a degree that Europeans experience the greatest dii&nilfy in Mcertaining 
the oorrect appeUatiooi of any native, 

8. Hie second newly* establiriicidhrm, under the management of Pua*8aytlan, is called 
Chong Wo, Pun-suy-lan's correct name is Puau-wim-taou, in tl» Mandarin dialect, or 
Puo-mun-to in that of the province of Canton. Tins person has long been engaged in 
the tea trade, in which he amassed a property of considerable amount; he is a native 
of the province of Fokien. We imderstand that he has sustained a heavjilossin his 
dealings with the Hoi^ of Chunqua. This is said to amount to 100,000 dollars; but 
he is still replanted to be a man possessed of large property, and his chamcter'stands 
high amongst his countrymen. We view the accession of dtis person to the body of 
Hoi^ Merchants as a most desirable addition to their number. If capital to a certain 
extent, managed by a man of knowledge in the tea trade, > and acuteness of understanding, 
can thrive in the foreign commerce, it has now a fair prospect of mccess. 

9. The tlnrd Memhant acknowledged by the Government is mimed M%>too>leang, in 
the Mandarin dialect; the name of the Hong is Shun Tae. This person has boon many 
years engaged in foreign trade, both in Canton and at Macao, and is well spoken of by 
Europeans who have dealt with him. He is himself possessed of some property, and is 
connected with a partner, who is spoken of as being in veiy independent drcumstances. 
The partner was engaged in the opium trade, and banished for some oifence to Elee, 
from whence he has returned several years, the punishment of exile having been remitted 
upon payment of a fine. This man is said to have been the prelector of the new Hong, 
and to pos^ss the largest share of thw-capital invested in it, but in consequence of the 
circumstance above alluded to he could not appear ostensibly as tjbo manager of the firm. 
We enteriain hopes that this Houg may prove useful to the foreign trade* 

10. It is extremely satisfactory to us to find that the Government has fulfilled its pro¬ 
mises of die creation of new Hongs, as the faith kept upon one point encourages the 
hope that it Will he maintained iu*others^ W'e hear there are still persons,derirous of 
being made Merobants, and shall perhaps be able hereafter to report further accessions 
to the Hong. 

11. It appears that the Chong Wo Hong has been permitted to conduct tsrade without 
obtaining the security of the other Houg Merchants; ^e Hong will therefore be respon¬ 
sibly for its own debts, and these, if incurred, can produce no injury to die remaining mem¬ 
bers. 
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bers. Oniilis^Aii kiROVitiflU whidbwe have'coostaatly soggettod 4o tiid Goverimieat 

during the late diseusMOa, and which it app^rs they have now o^ted jpontaneouriiy, ^ 

although uawillhig to app^ to do it at oar auggeation;,we would gladly aw every Grievances, &c. 

Marohant placed upon independent footiagi. and hope it nwy continue to prei^ in «-—> 

the creation of all the ww >fihiHi:< Although wa believe that private tmiera would eon* fhre^Tradc with 

twd tor the < preservation’^of tW. old system, which enables them to entail a debt, by Canton. 

mhufi of rite necesritiwor impraitonee tof the jndigent Merchants,, under the secinri^y Hongs. 

the more wealthy^ shadlidwi^s view the abolition of so unjust a regulation, as calcu* 

lated by^aising the independence of the Merchant to give vigour and energy to the IradOi 

and oonaid»'it the first step towards improvement. 

12. While this regulation prevails there can, to all appearaitces, be little difSculty in 
procuring additional members to the Hong. The impediments which must be expected 
from the old MOrdhants under the former system, are principally removed, and a .prospect 
of something resembling free trade is open to us. The only existing obstacle would seem 
to be the disinclination to encourage competition, which must for some time continue to 
pervade die established Hongs; but we trust that tliis may wear away with time, as our 
intercourse with ttw natives improves. 

13. We are xinable to give your Honourable Court any certain intelligence respecting 
the elder @hunqua’s return to Canton. Numerous rumours are afloat, upon none of 
which dependence can be placed. In the meantime we have considered it adivsable en¬ 
tirely to Withdraw our commerdal dealings with the Hong of Chunqua, with the view of 
marking our determination to give no encouragement to the acts of dishonesty which have 
characterised its management, as well as with reference to the utter inability of the Hong, 
in its present embarrassed condition, to conduct our trade. The continuation of our 
support would have answered no purpose beyond the liquidation of the debts of Euro- 
jiean creditora, and your Honomable Court have already expressed your dissatisfaction 
with that mode of conducting business, in reference to the bankrupt Hongs preserved 
from insolvency throii^ the assistance of the Honourable Company in the season 1813-14. 

Our aid in this instance would, in facti have tended to perpetuate a system which we are 
desirous to abolish, and which we hope in time will become extinct. We have also con- 
si^red it judicious to give every encouragement in our power to the new Hongs, which 
the shares of our trade, vacated by the suspension of our dealings with Chunqua, enable 
us to offer. At the same time, if the former partner of that Hong should hereafter re¬ 
turn and be willing to re-establish the firm, we shall be ready to resume our traimctions 
with the Hong^ &oagh perhaps under a reduction of their original extent, till the credit 
of die establishment has been restored by a course of prudent and upright management. 


EJ^TRACT LElpTER b the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at tlantcb to the Court of Directors, 4atcd 30th Mardt 1830. 

Par. 45. Wk shall endeavewr, as far as it is practicable, to conform to the wishes 
of your Honourable Court, expressed in the paragraphs under reply ; but we beg to 
remark, that instances will occur in which we may be compelled to depart from these 

instructiuus. 
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*“ instttjctioifii. As th# Cbitowe 0owniitt«ftt miioh^ pxMS^ik, diiieet eaTOtunkft- 

Rewett of foreigwsWi tiiey freqwsBiitly Sflforee their teeasu^ dipot^h iki raflcfeim:-of, the 

Grittvances, Ac. Hbng: Merchants or o^er lutim. ^aotioas and Testrietbng: ai^. tiiw .(heaped upoo^ the 
forei;!,m trade, thricMjgh an'indkect dmfttiel, sSKi wonlki ilaiiiy 
I'oreign IVad^With progress to pass ittfflotkied,' Wis mayshere instanoe an O(xaadon<>tt‘iidpidn^^^ , 

trrference caused the' kiMdiate nttaimhent of % Tery important > point to (the iidereata ;of 
ew ongs. Honourable CdMpany, although madein favour of persons with whoBt^we^are tolally 
luiconnected. We allude to our ad(h*ess to the Vicwoy respecting the demands made by 
the Hoppo, on the application of the manager of Chong Wo Hong, to enter upon the 
foreign trade.* Ihe result of that remonstrance was most successful. 


EXTRACT LEITER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to dm Hoimurable Court of Directors, dated lBth,SeptembcrJl830, 

Par. 6. We have muclj satisfaction in announcing to your Honourable Court that two 
more Hong Merchants have lately been added to tlie four admitted ii^o the Cohong last 

season, i • . '*■, . , . . . . . i 

>7v.We am at«present without the necessary information regarding the character and 
capability o( these men to ofler an opinion as to their individual merits ; but we greatly 
rejoice at tlie circumstance, and trust that one of the, principal barriers formerly eaistiug 
to the.extoottou of the Cohong (wa.^lude to tlie mdiQrbitant ,%s pu the elation of a new 
Merchant)»removed. - 


EXTRACT LEIT^ ,in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated ^th January 1831. 

Par, 26. An Address to the Governor, strongly recommending the creation of more 
Hojig Merchants, as a measure mutually advantageous to both parties, has been drawn 
up, and will be found recorded on Our Public Consultations,t transmitted by the present 
despatch.' ' ' , ^ . 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Tublic department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of directors, dated llth February 1831. 

Par. 5. Your Honourable Court has already been informed that we deemed it our 
duty to address the Governor of*CaBton, urging the advantages whkh must mrise to 
English as wdl ds Ghlimse interests by tlm i^acUpn more Hong Meirdiants, who were 

men 


• Public Consnltationi, SSth tcb. 1830, 
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men of credU and dimeter* W e have received a most favourable reply from his Excel¬ 
lency, admitting the juatico of our af^licaiioB for die creation of substaidial Merchants, 
and expressing, in language more distinct than is generally diaracteristic of a Chinese 
Proclamattoii, that ** the more ” there were the better.” A cc^ of this document 
will accompany our present despatch. It will become our duty to remind his Excellency 
of the wisdom <rf his determination, should any unnecessarily protracted delays tahe place 
in die accompUdiment of so d(»irable an object. 


(28.)-RESPECTING THE TRADE IN OPIUM, 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMIITEE 

at Canton fo the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated Slst November 

1821. 

Par. 34. On our Secret Records, under the dates noticed in the margin,* your Honour¬ 
able Committee will perceive the measures so frequendy direatened by the Chinese 
Government to check the Opium Trade at this port have been recendy renewed, 

35. If we may believe the statements of the Merchants, the intentions of die local 
government are to be regarded as more determined than they have ever formerly been ; 
but as our communications with the Merchants have as yet been solely confined to a 
relation of their conferences with the oflScers of Government upon this subject, and as 
we have not been officially appeal<Kl to, we cannot help expressing our doubts as to the 
actual extent of the danger impending (wer tlie Opium Trade. 

36. Your Honourable Committee will perceive, however, that Pinqua has been de¬ 
prived of his Button, and that the Merchants have been more than usually solicitous with 
us to interfere in recommending the individuals concerned in this traffic to withdraw (heir 
ships from the port. 

37. It is no more than natural that men incurring the heavy respondbility of Hong 
Merchants, and acting in that capacity under a Government the most arbitrary and 
despotic in the universe, should feel the utmost solicitude at a moment when they are 
threatened with the heavy visitations of that Government, and wc do most sincerely 
feel for their situations; but we do not conceive it would be either prudent or politic 
to take any part in this matter, unless it is especially required from us from Govern¬ 
ment, by a more sufficient communication tiwn messages, and wc have hitherto declined 
all interference. 

38. We must to refer your Honourable Committee to our Secret Proceedings 
under the dates alluded to, for the particulars of the communications of the Hong 
Merchants on this important subject. The origin of the inquiry into tlte Opium trans¬ 
actions 
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• Secret Consnttadons, Nov. 11, 12, and 14. 
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actions is variously stated, some asserting it to arise from the personal enmity of 
the Quongchow Foo to Pinqua, others to the more venal source of desiring to extort 

Grievances, &c. Money. ; i , 

- 39. But to whatever source it owes its rise, the sk^Mion of >the Merchants has become 

Opium Trade, exceedingly critical, accused on one side of former wilful neglect, they are threatened on 
the other with the severest punishments if they do^ not report the ships eoiKjemed in diis 
illicit traiSe to Government; and such is now beeorae weight of ^leir Tesponsibility, 
tliat they have dedared to us they must lodge infonnation against those ships unless they 
speedily quit the port. 

40. They further have intimated to us that in ^ture bonds will be required from the 
Company’s ships, declaring that there is no Opium on board, as well as from every 
other ves-sel entering the port, and until such bond is given they will be obliged to de¬ 
cline securing the ship. 

41. This question is by no means a novel one to your Honourable Committee; a 
reference to former proceedings will show that similar demands were made in 1817, and 
subsequently dropped; such may only bo the intention at present, but appearances 
lead us to believe this demand will be persisted in, and as it is one of an extremely 
objectionable nature, and if complied with, calculated to establish a precedent of the 
worst description, we shall fedl it our duty to proceed with the utmost caution in assent¬ 
ing to it. 

45. Since ivritiag die preceding paragraphs respecting Opium, we liave seen the 
Viceroy’s Edict to Pekin on the subject of that commerce, and the Merchants have 
delivered to us a copy of the Viceroy’s letter to them respecting it.* From these docu¬ 
ments it will be satisfactory to your Honourable Committee to observe that no imputa¬ 
tion is cast upon the Honourable Company’s ships for being concerned in this illicit 
tratfic. • 

-16. The measure of compelling the Opium ships to quit the port we conceive must be 
enforced, if the agents for tliem have any regard for the safety of the property at .stake. 
The Hong Merchants have reported the names of these ships to Government, ami the 
Viceroy has, in consequence, ordered one half of their regular import cargo to be confis¬ 
cated, and has refused to allow any retuni cargo to be shipped, inslsliug even upon tlie 
re-landiug of that already sent on board; and we hear that Government have further 
threatened to send down a force to Whampoa to seal the ships’ hatches, and enforce 
their departure. 

47. From all these circumstances your Honourable Committee will both perceive ami 
bo able to judge of the determination of the local government to effectually suppress this 
illicit commerce, and if they firmly pursue their present system, it cannot continue to lx* 
carried on as iieretof.a c. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 11th March 1822. 

Par, 10, In our address to yonr Honourable Committee, per Herefordshire, of the 
2lit November lost, par* 34 and 41, we stated that the measures so frequently 
threatened by the Chinese Govenmieiit for checking the Opium trade at this port, had 
oeeii recently renetvcd. 

17. These m^iures have been recently persisted in by tlie Viceroy of Canton, with 
such a degree of pertinacity, as to oaasion the most serious interruption to this impor¬ 
tant branch of the trade of China. 

18. Among the regulations which the Viceroy is endeavouring to establish for prevent¬ 
ing the introduction of Opium into China, that one is perhaps of tlie most serious impor¬ 
tance to the continuation of the traffic at Whampoa, which proposes that all foreign ships 
^ should be secured by the four Senior Merchants, w'ho are the only opulcaiit and rcspec* 

table Hongs. 

10. By this it is meant, that on the arrival of a ship, each of these four Merchants in ro¬ 
tation should give a bond to Government, conveying their responsibility that no Opium 
is imported in her j and for their more certain security, a counter-bond is required from 
the commanders or agents of ships before the Merchants give their pledge to Govern¬ 
ment, without which the ship Is not permitted to trade. 

20. This regulation is founded upon a plan submitted to Government by the Merchants 
themselves, which will be found in our Secret Records on the 20th November last. At 
the period it was recommended by the Merchants, they little imagined it would be pro¬ 
ductive of all tjhe evils now to be apprehended in its exercise, and we believe they now 
sincerely lament the opportunity they have thus unwarily afforded Government of prac¬ 
tising additional extortion and oppression in their several Hongs. 

21. In the 45th paragraph of our letter to your Honourable Committee, per Hereford¬ 
shire, we stated tliat the Merchants had intimated to us, that in future bonds would be 
rec^ired from the Honourable Company’s ships, in common with every other sliip, and 
that luitil granted they cotdd not undertake to secure tiiem. 

22. Conl’ormably with tliis intimation, wo have now to inform your Honourable 
Committee that a bond has been demanded from the Commander of the Scaleby (’astle, 
immediately on the arrival of tJiat ship at Whampoa, and the same having hitherto been 
withheld, tlmt ship, as well as the Vansittart, have not yet been permitted to discharge 
their cargoes. 

23. Your Honourable Committee, in your letter to China of the Bth May 1818, have 
enjoined our conceding tiie point of giving bonds, if demanded by the Chinese Govern¬ 
ment, rather tluui renew the discussion of 1814 upon this subject, and the spirit of tiicse 
instructions furnished to us in that letter, according to our interpretation, generally 
recommend acquiescence in the wishes of this Government. We conceive, however, that 
these instructions never could have contemplated the pernicious tendency of the affidavits 
now demanded. 
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24. These affidavits require an extension of security beyond every reasonable limit; 
namely, that the parties subscribing them should affirm that not the smallest particle of 
Opium is imported in the ship; and should it so happen that any is hereafter detected, 

. they assent cheerfully to submit to the laws, or in other words, consent to confiscation of 
property, and expulsion from tlie port. 

25. The cases of the Gunner of the Essex in 18l9-‘40, and tiie more recent ope of the 
Captain's Steward of the Atlas in the present season, are quite sufficient of themselves to 
show the impossibility of our being security against the introduction of Opium in our own 
ships, and the dangerous consequences that might ensue if we consented to subscribe to 
this affidavit. 

26. By the securities now demanded, it will bo evident to your Honourable Committee 
that a very important part of the Hong Mercliants' responsibility is virtually transferred 
to foreigners; and if such an innovation is acceded to, a precedent is established for others 
which may finally be productive of the worst consequences to the European trade with 
China. 

27. So long as the requisitions with Government were of a nature that did not involve 
in tliese consequences serious injury to the Honourable Company’s interests, we shouUl 
have considered it our duty to adhere implicitly to the Honourable Court’s Orders of the 
8th May 1818; but the present demands are of such an opposite tendency, that wc feel 
it imperative upon us to resist tliem to the utmost of our ability, 

28. We accordingly drew up a temperate remonstrance against such a serious inno¬ 
vation on our trade addressed to the Viceroy and Hoppo, representing to them our 
anxious wish that tlte Gorcrameut will not persist in requiring affidavits from tlic ships of 
the Honourable Company, which he has already acquitted of participating in the Opium 
Trade of this port. 

29. We are concerned to inform your Honourable (!!ommittce, that this address has 
not pio<luced any relaxation in the demands of the Viceroy, who desired the Hong 
Merchants to inform us that he could make no distinction between the Company’s ships 
and those of other foreigners; and that if we could not comply with the regulation 
respecting affidavits, the two ships now at Whampoa could not remain there. 

Having only received this reply from the Viceroy yesterday, it is impossible for 
us, in the present state of this question, to conjecture how it may be terminated; but 
wo hope to be able to convey to your Honourable Committee some more definitive infor¬ 
mation upon the subject by the slups compo.sing the next despatch. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT C OMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of theCourt o£ Directors, dated I9th March 1822. 

Par. 1, In our last address, dated 11th instant, we stated to your Honourable Com¬ 
mittee that his Excellency the Viceroy, in reply to the temperate remonstrance we had 
addressed to him on the subject of his demand for Opium Bonds from the Honourable 
Company’s ships Scaleby Castle and Vansittart, had informed ns generally that he could 
* make 
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make no distinction between the Company's ships and those of otiier foreigners, hikI lliai 
the proposed affidavits woOld be requisite before those ships could be pennittwl lo 
unload. 

2. Some of tlie observations contained in the reply of the Viceroy affording us an op¬ 
portunity of again addressing him, we once more hud recourse to this measure; and in a 
letter which we transmitted bn the 15th instant, we endeavoured to convince his Excel¬ 
lency of the great unreasonableness of persisting in this requisition from the ships of the 
Honourable Company, who during their long intercourse with China had nevei* evaded 
the regular duties of the port, and with respect to Opium, had not only invariably pro¬ 
mulgated the Imperial Edicts prohibiting its importation, but also bail imposed the 
strictest penalties (*i> such persons, under their immediate control, who might be detecttHi 
attempting its i.jtroduction, 

3. Wi( are now happy to inform your Honourable Committee that tlie Viceroy. si)i«:e 
the receipt of this last communication, has beeri induced to reconsider and dispense with 
the requisitipn for Opium lltmds from the Scaleby Casth? and Vansittart, and we arc 
assured by the Merchants that after certain forms of office are complied with; tliese sliips 
will be permitted to discharge their cargoes and receive tlicir teas without further im- 
pedimenls. 


( 

Itedrciiii el 
(iricvaiices, Ar. 

Opiuiu 1 nuie. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
ut Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 27th July 1828. 

Par. 18. We have the honoui to enclose to your Honourable Court three edicts" 
received fron? die different officers of the Canton Government, on the subject of the ships 
remaining on the coast laden with opium, and our reply tlmrcto. We were desirous to 
avoid the slightest implication on the part of the Honourable Company, and at the same 
time not to opjiose unnecessary impedinmnts to the trade. The arguments we have 
ipken up, although specious, cannot be maintained, should the Viceroy place any 
obstacles to our commercial transactions dependent upon the depai’turc of the vessels in 
question. 

19. In the margin we have noted the number and names of the British vessels, t and 
we are in hopes the government will continue for some time silent and inoffensive. In 

April 


* Nim 1 to .5, 

t British Slips: • Foreign Brigs: 


Yalctto.Bengal. 1 American. 

Eugenia .Do. 2 Spanish. 

Merope.J....Do. 1 Portuguese. 

Samamng.Bombay. 

Brig Jamesina.....Do. 
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—*\prU last, however, the Viceroy resorted to the usual measure of exacting tlie re- 

j sponSjNlHy of ri*e iraiie, by |»e«ent}i% the departure of the ftescioa (the only BriUsh 

(ii ievana's °&c. Whampoa) until the opium vessels departed from their places of resort 

__ ’ on the coast; and should he in the present season adopt a similar line of conduct in 

Opium Trade, regaixl to the Honourable Company’s ships, and our remonstranoea prove of no effect, 
in obedience to the orders of pur Honourable Court to that purport, we must require 
I lie departure of those vessels so long os they afford any impediment to the commercial 
proceedings of the Honourable Company. 


EXTRACT LErrERin the Secret Department, from the SELECT COM MITfEE 
at Canton t«» the Court of Directors, dated 6th February 1824>. 

Par. 81. We have at different periods entered upon our Public Consultations, tlie 
several edicts that have been jssueil by tlm Canton Government for the expulsion of the 
opium ships from the coast of China. The only instance in which they have lately acted 
up to their declaration, was in the month of May last, when a country ship at Wham¬ 
poa was precluded from trading until the departure of the only British ship then engaged 
in that commerce from the coast. 

82. Our representations to the local government at that period, and previously, of our 
inability to compel ships to depart from the coast that had not reported themselves, or 
even entered the port, wa.s attended with the result that in the edicts that were issued on 
the subject, the omission of our names was for some time noticed, until a recent address 
was received from the Hoppo, in which it was distinctly stated that the commerce of 
the Honourable Company would be considered implicated in any accidents that might 
arise in the prosecution of the traffic in opium on board of ships bearing the English flag; 
and that the representatives of other nations would be held responsible in a similar 
manner for accidents occurring amongst the opium ships bearing their respective 
flags. 

88. We considered it a proper precautionary measure to address the Bengal Goverrfi- 
inent with all the information we could collect upon the subject, and at the same time to 
inform them of the injunctions of your Honourable Court that we should on no account 
permit the opium trade to interfere with the regular process of our commercial trans¬ 
actions; but that in the event of such a circumstance arising, we should be necessitated 
to exert our influence and power to demand the departure of the ships thus employed, 
should such an object be made necessary previous to the removal of any obstacles the Chi¬ 
nese Government might oppose to the commerce of the Honourable Company. 

84. We are, however, induced tp hope tliai the distinction is now understood, or 
rather that it suits the views of the local gdvernment to impede the commerce of the 
country ships, when it is desired to act up to their edicts on the subject, in preference 
to rendering the Honourable Company responsible in circumstances where they have 
neither immediate interest nor control. 
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CORRESPONDENCE relating to the RESIDENCE of EUROPEAN FEMALES 
in the Company’s Factory at Canton, and the Restriction against tfsing Chinese 
Chair-bearers. 

Public Department, 23d October 1830, paragraplts 9 a’ 18. 


Ditto ... ditto ... I5th Nov... 57 a* 61. 

Ditto ... ditto ... 16th Dec... 9 a’ 13. 

Ditto ... ditto ... 1st January 1831 . 9 & 10. 

Ditto ... ditto ... 11th February . 6. 


For these paragraphs, see the Letters adverted to, presented to the Select Committee 
' the I2th July 1831, pp. 440 to 445 of this Appendix. 


CORRESPONDENCE relating to the DEATH of Mr. MACKENZIE. 
Public Department, 23d October 1830, paragraphs 4 a’ 8, 14, 15 and 18. 

For these paragraphs, see the Letter adverted to, presented to the Select Committee 
the 12tli July 1851, pp 467, 441, 442 of this Appendix. 


CHINA VAt'KKS 

(E.) 

Redress oi 
Grievances. Sn\ 

llesitleni e ol 
European i'l'mah' 


ill 

Mr. M:k kt n/it . 








INDEX 

TO THE 

SECOND APPENDIX. 


Where p. is prefixed to the figures, reference is to the paging generally; where p. and par,, to the 

page and number of the paragraph therein. 


A. 

AcctDESTAL DEATir. See Death. 

Addressing the Canton Government, See City Gates. Right of Addressmg. 

Advances msLdiihy the Company to the Hongs, p. 491, par. 17.5-177-Interest, p. 491, 

par. i7.'>. 

Affidavit ; Attestation of, by making a coloured impression of the deponent’s iiand, 
p. 574 , par. 20. 

Ajeu, Linguist; seized by Chinese government for carrying a portrait of the Prince 
Regent to Pekin, p. 521, par. 2-Justified on other grounds, p. r)22, par. 9-^Exer¬ 
tions madfj in his behalf, p. 525,526. par, 7-9-Oppressive conduct towards him, 

p. 528, par. 16-18-Severity? relaxed, p. 528, par. 19-Banished, p, 528, par. 39; 

p. 52t), par. 6-^His only offence was his connection with the English, p. 52S, par. 31 

--Suspected of being a Christian, and ccnipelled to abjure, p. 529, par. 9. 

AlceSte, His Majesty’s ship; (15.) Paper (E.), p. 539. 

* Arrival; Mandarins go on board; Captain Maxwell requests to enter the Bogue; a 
reply from the Viceroy promised ; waits six days; provisions become scarce ; watched by 
armed boats ; proceeds to Chumpee, p. 53^——Ordered to anchor, and fired at; 
returned with blank as a salute; shots fired from the fort.; proceeds within the Bogue; 
cannonade from the forts, returns a broadside, which silenced tlicm; proceeds to 

Canton ; Chinese authorities pretend ignorance of orders for firing, p. 540-Imperial 

notification that the Alceste was specially allowed to enter the Bogue, p. 541, pjir. 2 

-Letter from Captain Maxwell to the Viceroy ; but the Chinese affect to cousi<ler 

it from the Committee, p. 542, par. 3——Answer returned to the President, implying 
obedience to the Viceroy’s orders; receiving of it/efiised by the Committee, p. 542, 

par, 4-Pretend that the officers of the forts acted without orders, p. 542, par. 5. 

—— Informed tliat a captain of His Majesty’s ship could not receive a letter addressed 
to merchants, p. 54”i, par. 6—No opposition to the Lyra brig, 543, 

Americans. Endeavour to embroil the Committee in disputes with the Chinese Govern¬ 
ment; Hong merchant Pinqua interested in their prize snips, p 519, ^ar. 3-Discu.s- 

sions re8t)ecting the prize sliip Arabella, p. 519, par. .5-Persons interested in tjicir 

trade influence the conduct of government, p. .525, p. .5. 
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American Merchants, combine to reduice the appreciation of the tea market, p. 506, 
AAfE—BAV. pja-. 10. 

Amherst, Loitl, Sec Embassy. 

Armed Force used for the Frotectim of the Factory at Canton i Paper (C.), 
p. 469-471. 

A ^aixl of 100 men placed in the Factory, p. 469-Orders for their conduct, 

p. 470.->-Thanks to Captain Innes, Captain aa.y\\a, and the Commanders of the 
Company’s ships, p. 470, 471. 

Armed Force. Threats of Viceroy to send soldiers to the Factory to expel female resi¬ 
dents, p. 413——Committee’s remarks, p. 414—Representation to the Viceroy on 

the subject, p. 420-Resistance by the Committee ridiculed by the Chinese, p. 422—— 

The guns broug^ht up to die Factory for its protection removed, on assurances of secu¬ 
rity by the Chinese Government, p. 426-introduced into the Factory for its protec¬ 

tion by Mr, Baynes, in discharge of his duty, p. 435; p. 442, par. 16.—See Females 
Resident at Canton. 

Astell, Mr. His using a sedan-chair made tlie occasion of issuing a prohibition against, 
p. 409, 412-Although of rank iu Etiglaiul, considered by Chinese as only a mer¬ 

chant at Canton, p. 418. 

Attendants, Native. Not permitted, W edict of Government, to be about European 
Factories,jp. 519, par. 8—As more Europeans must be employed, would tend to riots, 

p. 519,520, par. y, 10-If attended to, would prevent the course of business, p. 520, 

par. 11,12-An old question revived, p. 526, par, 12——Mitigated, p.527, par. 1.3 

—Ill-treated by the Government to annoy the Company’s trade, p. 530, par. 2 
—Threatened to be seized, p. 536, par. 9. 

Austin, Captain. Some men belonguig to his ship accused of causing the death of a 
Chinese, but without any reason, p. 477» par. 3——No proof produced, p. 477, par, 5 
-^Ilis conduct commended, p. 478, par. 11—Engages to prosecute the investiga¬ 
tion, p. 479 , par. 2. 


R 

Bankrupt Merchants Gnen'QVA and Ponqua; (1.) Paper, (E.), p. 474, 475., 

Liquidation of debts prevented by the Viceroy, p, 474, par 13—-—Prejudice to the 
tea trade, p, 474, par. 15—Unreasonable terras of settlement offered by the Chinese, 
p. 474 , par. 3—-Objected to, p, 475, par. 90—Accounts adjusted, p. 475, par. 230. 

Bannerman, Mr.; His services in delivering an address at the City Gates of Canton ; 
advantage fVom his knowledge of the language, p. 533, par. 12. 

Baylis, Captain; His conduct in preparing the defence of the Factory at Canton 
approved, p. 470. 

Basel, Mr. Van, Netherlands’ Consul: investigates the circumstances attending Mr. 
Mackenzie's death, p. 448-450. 

Baynes, Mr., President of the Factoiy at CantoQ. Dlscassion with him on prohibition of 
European females residing at Canton, p. 411 to 432—Accused by the Chinese Go¬ 
vernment of falsely filling ftie Chair j and of causing females to reside at the Factoi^, 

p. 432-437-Of improperly arming the Factory, ib. -Properly succeeded Mr. 

Blowdcn, p. 434——Armed the Factory in proper exercise of his duty, p. 435—Mr. 
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Bayoes kvited to rwido at Canton by Howoua, p. 441, par. 12-,—^Threatened witli 
pumshnwut by the Chinese authorities, p. 4S3~~Abased by them, and accused of 
nuscoDductjt p. 4o9*—-See tetn^de^ Resident ut CuHton* 

Boatf the Bogue : License required for employing, may become an excuse for 

extortion, p. 527, par. 14. 

Boat*. See Charge for Boat* between Canton and Macao, 

Bond* required from the ships, on security against illicit trade in opium, p. 502, par. 40 
——■Would be productive of serious evil if enforced towards the Company’s ships, 
p. 593,594, par. 23-26—Relinquished, p, 595, par, 3 

Bovet, Mr.; His conduct in the affair of Mr. Mackenzie, p, 443, par. 14: p. 447, 449, 
459 j p..467, par. 5. 

Bueineas of the Company. Its allotment between the Hougs, p, 489, par. 11, 12; p. 494, 
par. 5 ■ I Complaint of its inequality, p. 500, par. 5. 

Button; A mark of the Hong privilege, p. 591, par, 3(5. 


C. 


Cameron^ Captain; p. 566, par. 3-4, 

Cangue, the, placed, on, the neck, a slight punishment at Canton, p. 567, par. 54. 

Chair-bearer. See Sedan-Chairs. 

I* 

CuARQEs FOR BoATs between Canton and Macao ; (22.) Paper (E.) p. 571. 

Abuses favoured by the Hoi^ merchants remedied by the Viceroy, p. 571, par. 110 

-^The Hongs required to state the legal demands, p. 571, par, 16—But still 

encourage illegal fees, p. 572, par. 52. 

China, Laws of. Alleged breach of, by the residence of females at Canton, p. 407 to 446 

-^By the use of sedan-chairs, p. 407 to 4‘16.-See Females Resident at Canton. 

Sedan-Chairs. 

Will not allow plea of self-defence in case of death of natives by foreignM's, p. 555, 
par. 9; p, 556, par. 3; p. 560, par. 4; p. 560-561, par. 6, 10,—See Death of 
‘Natives by Foreigners. 

Chinese Characters and Language. Addresses written in, to the Government, refused 
to be received, p. 520, par. 14; p. 525, par. 6-Admitted, p. 526* par. 11-Mis¬ 
understanding in consequence of the wrong use of a character, p, 531, par. 5-Evils if 

dependent on Chinest* translations, p. 538, par 5——Necessity of a perfect knowledge 
of the Chinese language, p. .538, par. 2—The privilege of communicating in, with 

the Government, threatened to be witlidrawn, p. 573, par. 25.-See Right of 

Addressing the Canton Government. 

CumssE Goveremeet. Prohibit the residence of females at Canton, p. 407 to 446 - 

Forbid the use of sedan-chairs, p. 407 to 446—Demand of three Parsees criminally 

accused, p. 414-Threatens the introduction of an armed force into the Factory, p. 414 

—Justifies the practice of. answering addrejsses by postil^ them on the walls of the 
Factory,p. 417—-Promises not to molest the Factory,p,422—Ridicules resistance to 

the annw force they[threaten to send, p. 422-Gives relief to a shipwrecked vessel, 

p. 422—Thj'eatens to stop the trade, p. 422-Gives assurances of security to the 

Factory, since they have become penitent, p. 425-Orders the guns to be removed 
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from Oie Factory, p. 426——Laws. complained of made out of kindness to 
foreigners; professes indifference to commerce ; hints at conciliation, p. 428-430— 
Defends the practice of posting up answers a^inst the walls, p. 427—Artful 
representations made to the Government by their officers; plausible without truth, 

pi 428-Plausible colouring given to the tlireats of sending an armed' force to the 

Factory, p. 429—-Forbids Sie residence of Mr. Whiteman’s and Mr. ThornhiH’s 
wives at Canton, p. 431-432 —Asserts that Mr. Baynes falsely filled the President’s 
cliair, p. 433—And armed the Factory from being frightened, p. 433—Its forbear¬ 
ance in not inflicting awful punishments as fcnr rebmlion, p. 443——In not punishing 
all for the offence of an individual, Baynes, p. 436——'Threatens to detain Mr. 
Baynes to be punished for his crimes, p. 433——lujoins the Committee to prevent 
merchants from bringing females to Canton, p. 436—Leaves a discretionary power 
to the officers of Guvenmient in enforcing the prohibitions of female residence, and 
using chairs, but with good management, and without loss of dignity, p. 438—Its 
disregard for truth in the statements of public documents; p. 438——Pretends an 
excuse for the arming the Factory, p. 438——Asserts that, on repentance, Baynes dis¬ 
armed the Factory and sent the women away, p. 438—Abuses Mr. Baynes, and 
asserts his removal for mismanagement, p. 439—Insists on obedience to prohibitions, 
un peril of being expelled ,p. 439-440—Malignant temper shown by, p.440, par, 9— 
Innuenced by the fear of suspension of trade, p. 442, par. 16—Promises not to 

molest English resident ladies, p. 443, par, 58, 61-^'llieir conduct in that busuiess 

an experiment how far the Company will yield, p. 444, par. 10, 11-Its concilia¬ 

tory disposition induced by the rebellion in TaHary, p.444, par. 13—Unfavourable 
proceedings instigated by suggestions of the Hong, from jealous feelings, p. 445, pur. 9 

-Did not consider the question of importance, p. 445, par. 9-10.—See Armed 

Force. Females Resident at CatUon. Sedan-Chairs. 

Directs the Hong merchants to make enquiry about the death of Mr. Mackenzie, 
p. 451-455-—Claims jurisdiction of the affair, p. 452, 460-465—States instances of 
its exercise, p.453-454,460-465—Officers of the Governnient take corrupt advantage 
of «sucb disturbances, p. 456-——Executes a man given up by the French Consul, with¬ 
out trial, or allowance for accident; evils might more frequently arise,, but money 

exacted for connivance, p. 457--Proposal to have accused tried by the English, 

under their superintendence, p. 466—Change in tiie mode of designating the Presi¬ 
dent, p. 465-Demands for giving up the accused frequently repealed, but the visual 

routine of business not affected, p, 467, par. 8.—See Mackenzie. 

Interference to prevent the liquidation of Guewqua’s and Ponqua’s debts, p, 474, 
jmr. 13.—See Bankrupt Merchants. * 

Slights the representations made by the Committee as to the burthens on trade, 
p. 4/6, par. 188; p, 476, par. 91; p.477, 121, 122.-See Trade, Burthens on. 

Detention of ships in consequence cf a Chinese, being killed by an English seaman, 

p. 477, par. 1-Allows the ships to sail on promise to prosecute the inquiry, p. 479, 

par. 2-Demand for delivering up the man resumed in the following year, p. 479, 

par. 298, 299.—See Detention of Skips. 

Orders Mr. Roberts to quit Canton, p. 48.5, par 5—On suspension of trade by 

the Committee, retracted, p. 486, par. 6; p. 486, par. 136.-See Suspension of 

Trade. 

Readily redresses a complaint of ili-treqtment of the First Lieutenant of His Ma¬ 
jesty's sliip Indefatigable, p. 488, par, 299.- See Indefatigable. 

Conduct in respect to the embarrassed IIoiim, p, 490, par. 172“^—Does not protect 
trade, p. 493, par. 16—— inclined to remove me Junior Hongs in debt, p. 493> par, 38 

-Unfavourable disposition towards them, p. 496, par. 12, 13—^-Becomes more 

favourable, p. 496, par. “25, 7; p- 497, par 147, 148; p. 498, par. 11-.—Sec Hoag 
Merchants. 
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Establuliment of a Cohong-favoured by the Government, p. 50(>-IM)l, par. 2 . li, 7 - “77 ^ 

Supeiior officer open to impomtion from dieir ignorance of foreign trade, p. 501, CHl.VESK. 
par. ^^T-rJPoels the evils of suspension of trade, p, 502, par, 13——No other way of 
induencing its conduct, p. 503, par 14—Object in promoting the Cohoi^ sysioni, 
p. 506^ par. 7-*—PoHcy'to destroy competition, p. 507, par. 11.——See Cohong. 

Local govenimeiit of Canton object to Sir GeO. Staunton accompanying Lord Am¬ 
herst’s embassy, p. 509, par, 5—^Supposed reasons, p. 510, par. 7.——See Em¬ 
bassy, 

Denounces punishment of combiiiatiOna by tea-merchants, p. 515, par. 6 .—See 
Tea Merchants, 

Issues au edict for punishing frauds in tee contracts, p. 517, par. 57.—See Tea 
Contracts. * 

Demand of a gift on the Emperor attaining his 60th year, p. 517, par. iB—20.- 

See Foreign Trade. 

Conduct re 8 i)ecting His Majesty’s "ships at Chumpee, p. 518, par. 1,2—Respect¬ 
ing His Majesty’s ship Doris taking possession of an Anieriean prize, p. 519, par. G, 7 

-Prohibits the employment of natives at the Factory, p. 519, par. 8—10— 

Mitigatetv its severity, p. 527, par. 13-Refuses to receive addresses in Chinese 

characters, p. 520, par. 14; p. 525, par. 6 —Admitted, p. 526, par. 11—Accedes 

to adjustment of differences after suspension of trade, p. 522, par. 5, 6 -^Unjust 

conduct towards Ajeu, a linguist, p. 521, par. 2; p. 522, par. 9 ; p. 528. par. 16—18, 

;30, 31; p. 529, par. 6 , 9——Breaks off a discussion with Sir Geo. Staunton for adjust¬ 
ing differeucos, p. 522, par, 10——Afterwards renews them, and accedes to terms, 
p. 523, par. 12 ——Conduct influenced by persons interested in American prizes, p, 525, 
par. 5——Speciousness in their manner of discussing complaints, p. 526, par. 8 — 

Imputes treasonable coniluctto the Committee, p. .520, par. 9-Justice of tribunals 

not to be relied on, p. 528, par, 16--Nor on the veracity of their officers, p. .528, 

par. 31-Venality of courts of justice, p. 529, par. 7—Inimical feelings of the 

officers of Government, p, 5J^0, par. 10.—See Discussions with Canton Govern¬ 
ment in 1814*15. 

Seizure pud ill-usage of a compradore, p. 530, par. 1; p. 534, par. 13, 14; p. .53,5. 
par. 8 —^Detains the ship General Hewitt, conveying presents connected with Lord 
Amherst’s embassy, p. 531, par. 3—Refuses to receive addresses of explanation, 
p. .532, par. 6,9—-Allowed to load, if room is kept for the returned presents, p. 535, 
par. 22 ; p. 55W, par. 10 —Threatens to seize persons in Committee’s employ, p. 536, 
par. 9.—See General Hetoitt Ship. 

Hostile proceedings towards His Majesty’s ship Alceste, p. 539, par. 23—Pre¬ 
tends ignorance of proceedings, p. 540; p. 542, par, 5-Permits the ship to enter the 

Bogue as a special occasion, p. 541, par. 2—t-Method most effectual in negociatious 

with, is, first to act, and discuss afterwards, p. 541-Speciousness of its conduct, 

p. 542, par. 3, 4.—See Alceste. 

Punishes the robbery and murder committed on the property and crew of the Wa 

bash American ship, p. 543, par. 62.-See Disewswns with the Canton. Gocern- 

meni, 1817-18. 

Demands the person who killed a (,’hiuese, p. 545, par. 9——Is deceived with a 

subterfuge of substituting a dead body for him, p.^547, par. 15-23-Suppresses aji 

attempt to revive the subject, p. 547, par.*(), 7 .—^See Discussions with the Canton 
Government, 1820-21. 

Proceetiings rc.s[»pcting the affray with the inliabitants of Lintin and the crew ot 
His Majesty’s ship Topaze, p. 548—Holds the Committee answerable fur the King's 

ships, p. 548-549, par, 3, 7; p. 559, par. 1—3; p, 561, par. 11 -Suspends the trade, 

p. 549, par. 6 —-rDeraands the delivery up of the accused men, p. 552. par. 2 ; p. 552. 
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par, 3——WiU not fewwe Captain iUahaji^sou's axplftoations, p. &5i!l, par. 3—^ 
Alertned by tba dvimninalum tbe Factory to remove ^'om Caot^^ p. 5d4> par, 14 
—:—^llirouffh the Hong's, sn^^est expedients, 554, par. 16; p* 5^, par, 6—— 
Ehaallows ^ea,o# self-defence in case of death of UiUiese by, fbreipiers, p. par, 9; 
p. 556; par.‘3}'p; 559, par. I —5—-Invites the Factory to resume trade) p. 557, 
par. p. 563, par. 8—*—Renews the demand for delivering up the men in me fol¬ 
lowing yettf, p. 5w, par. 76—73 ; p. 562, pat. 2.——See Suspension of Tmie by 
tie Chinese, 2. 

Conddet of, in the attempt of Chinese to- extort money on pretence of & man’s 
death being caused by the crew of the Balcarras; 'offenders but trifhn^y punished, 
p. 5t)7, par. 3, 53, 54.-*—See Esciortion. 

Neglects complaint of abuses at'the Macao custom-house, p. 568, par. 76— 
Ostensibly remove the abuses, but tacitly allow them, p. 568, par. 72--—Represses 

tliem, p. 569, par. 34.-See Matao Custom-house, 

Formally recognizes the exclusive ri^t of«<he Committee to addr^ die Canton 
government, p. 5/0, par, 3.——See Eight of Addressing the Canton Oouetnment. 
Remedies abuses.i^i the ct^arges for. boats between Canton and Macao, p. 571, 

par. 119.- Gorges for Boats. , \ • 

Punished persons who assaulted Capt. Wdlker, and suppress disorderly spirit-shops 
on the complaint by the Committee, p. 572, par. 4.-—— Watker, Captain. 

. Unjustly imputes contraband practices to the Committee, p. 672, par, 23-Refuses 

to receive remonstrances, and tlireateus to rescind the privuego of communicating in 
the ('hiuese language, p. 573, par. 25——Retracts inshmafions, p, 573, par. 26.— 
See Contraband Practices. _ ■ • . . 

Inquires into the circumstances of the accidental death of a Cbin^ on board the 

Golconda, p. 574 , par. 7—26-At^usts the affair without difhculty, p. 574, par. 21. 

—See Death of a Chinese. 

Threatens to rescind certain pivileges, p. 575,‘{^r. 41^—Disregards represen¬ 
tations, and posts its replies on the Factory waUs, p. 575, par. 44——Forbids Euro¬ 
peans to make excursions for pleasure on the river, p. 576, par. 45-^Issues abusive 

proclamations, p, 576, par. 4b-Refuses to receive addresses, p. 577, par. 52- 

Becomes conciliatory, 011 addresses being presented at the City Gates, p.'577, par, 52 
—54; j). 577 , par. 37.——See Privileges, Infringement of. • 

Makes unfavourable rep'y to applications respecting the state of foreimi trade, and 
the establislimeut of additional Hong Merchants, p. .578, par, 3,4—-^lemori^ lu 
the Emperor returned, p. 581, par. 20, 30, 31-^Viceroy ^ves a conciliatory answer, 

! ). 581, par. 32-^Influenced by presenting address at the City Gates, p, 582, pal. 

ast 3—Demands exorbitant fees for the appointment of new Hongs, p. ^3, par. 
first 2—;—Accedes to an accommodation, p. 584, par. 2, 3—New Hong added, 

p. 584, par. 6—Accommodates fhe demand for fees, p. 686, par. 15-Appoints 

more ’new Hongs, p. 587, .par. 5; p. 588, par. 6——Gives a favourable reception to 
an address for adding more, and acknowledge the advantage of so doing, p. 5\K), par. 

26, 5.--See Horn Merchants and State of Foreign Trade. 

Takes measures for suppressing the illicit trade in Opium, p. 691, par. 38, 39; 
p. 592, par. 47—R^uires the Company*8 ships to give bonds, p. 5^, par 40; 
p. 593,,|w. 21,22-—Disavows all imputations on the Company’s ships, p. 592, par. 45 

-^^t will make no distinction betwera them and other sliip^ p. 5lJ4, par. 1—■ 

On reconskleration exempts them, p. 595, par. 2,3-Makes the Company's trade 

responsible for private ships, p. 596, par. 81,82.——See Opiutfl Trade. 

Influence with, purely commercial, p, 579, par. 15,16—^-Affected contempt of 
commerce, p. 427-^—Oircumstaaces stated whi^ show the contrary, p.502, par 13,14; 
p. 527, par. 15; p. 688, par, 10, 

Chiltg-wo; The name of Pun-suy-lan’s Hong, p. 588, par. 8. 





m 


ChfiHicki. Iitfumcftions etttributed to tbem^ p.J^29, par. Abjuration of Ckns- 
tiani^, by persons wispected of, by trampling on the cross, p. 529, par. 9. ■ 

Cku^qm^ a bankrupt Hong. Desires to be readnuttcd to a share in the Cptnp^y’a busi* 

ness, p. 488, par. 10——His conduct, p. 489, par, 11-Continued by the CpHspsnitteo 

in a snare of business from policy, p. 495, pur, 8—But no reliance can be placefl in 
him^ n, 495, par. 9——Arrangements on behalf of bis creditors, p. 498, par. zl,la, ^ 

—Endeavours to establish a Cohoug, p, 500, par. 5-Intrigues with the officers of 

Government, p, 501, par, 9 j p, 504, par. 7——Instigates false charges against Sir 
George Staunton, p. 502, par. 11——Personally attaclu Sir George Staunton, p. 604, 

par. 9-His endeavours to ruin the Junior Hongs counteracted by Sir George 

Staunton, p. 404, par. 8, 9—Checked by Puaiikhequa, p. 505, par. 10,11—Op¬ 
posed by Pinqua, p. 500, par. 42—The Cohong system would have increased his 

influence, p. 501, par. 7-^Has caused much serious inconvenience to trade, p, 585, 

par. 10—All commercial dealings withdrawn from his Hong, p. 589, par. 13,— 
ooe Cohoug. Hong Mercliants. 


City Gates of Canton. Address to the Viceroy delivered at, p. 411—Remonstrance 
against ex^rtionate demands of the Hoppo so delivered, p. 484, par. 9—Sensation 

produced, p, 484, par. 11-Several addresses so delivers in 1814, p. 521, par. 8- 

Address respecting the ship General Hewitt so delivered, p. 533, par. 11——^Rtqire- 
sentation of abuses in charges for boats presented, p. 571, par. 119-Remon¬ 

strance on several grievances, after being unattended to by the local officers, presented 
at the City Gates, and procure redress, p. 577, par, 52—54; p. 577, par. 37; p. 580, 
par. 2 0 -' » Good effects produced from presenting address on the state of Foreign 
Wde and additional Hongs, p. 583, par. last 3. 


IMDKX. 

(TIR-COH. 


ClaveU, Captain of His Majesty’s ship Orlando. Assists in forwarding the instructions 
relative to Lord Amherst^s Embassy, p. 508, par, 6—Accompanied Sir T. Metcalfe 
to Canton with Lord Buckinghamshire’s letter to the. Viceroy, p. 509, par. 2—In¬ 
convenience, from his name being included in a bond, to stay for an answer, p. 509, 
par. 4. 

( lock-work and Mechanism, called by the Chinese Sipg-songs, p. 483, par. 290, 

CoHONo, attempted to be established by the Chinese; (8.) Paper (E.) p. 499. 

Endeavours to counteract it,j>. 499, par. 275,276—Professed ofaje6t, p, 409, par. 

,276,277; p- 500, par. 23.-Affix prices on goods,p. 500. par. 24—-Would be detrimeu> 

tal to theCompany’s trade, p.4i)9,par.278—Faisestatements made to procure thelm- 
perial sanction, p, 5(X), par, 2—6—Complaint of the unequal distribution of the Com¬ 
pany’s business, p. 500, par. 5—By w’hom tlie Cohong contrived, p. 501, par. 5,6—• 

Circumstauces aiding the plan, p. 5ul, par. 7, 8-Ignorance of business dispose the 

Chinese officers to be biassed by intrigues, p. 501, par. 9—Ruin of the Junior Mer¬ 
chants detrimental to trade, p. 502, par. 10,12—Influence and intrigues of Chimqua, 
p. 502, par. 11; p. 504, par. 7-Evil of suspension of trade felt by the Chinese govern- 

* , ^ lo ^ 1-1 1 . -C!. n-.i .!. _ _J_ t. _ gno _ M ruifi 


culty of judging of the Committee’s conduct, p. IXJ3j par. 10 — —iraae uanie to in¬ 
terruptions by caprice of the Viceroy, p. 503, par, 16—-Frequent State embassies 

reeonnnendea, p. 503, par. 17-Cnunquafe intrigues unsuccessful in the removal of 

the merchants, p. 504, par. 8-Checked by Puaiikhequa, p. 505, par. 11—^Re¬ 

sistance to the Cohong system ^ccessful, p. 505, par. I;!—*—Juniors always joined 
with the senior merchants in business, p, 505, par. 4t)-Pinqua’s influence froiii obli¬ 

gations conferred on the Junior Hongs, p, 50.), par, 41—Chunqua and Pinqua not 

likely to coalesce, p. 506, par. 42-Object of Gavemment in promoting the Cohoug, 

p. 506, par. 7——Character of the several Hongs, p. 506, par. 8——Influence of 
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_ Ijiowqui^, p. 506, par. 9——r-Cohoag influenee shewn in the dealings with the Americans, 

('OM. P* 506, par. lO—^Would destroy cpn^tilion, p. 507, pw. 11——Prices would be 

fixed by one party, p. 507, par. 12——Would amiihilate tjrade, p. 507, par. 13——'Neces¬ 
sity of resisting the system, p. 507, par. 14——Gohong system, partly carried into 
effect, p. 523, pan. 16. - 

Commerce, Pretended to be held in contempt by the Chinese, p. 427—6ut its sus¬ 
pension felt by the Government to be injiinous, p, 502, par. 13,14—Inference drawn 
from their; anxiety about the recall of SSi: , George Staunton, p, 527, par, 15—Appre¬ 
hension of removal of the trade, p. 585, par. 1,0,—See Chineae Government, ,, 

CoMMtTTEK or CdETOit F 4 CTOBY, Rcsettts the prohibition to use sedan-diairs, by for¬ 
bidding the Chinese to enter the Factory in them, p. 41(^—Presents a Remonstrance 
at the City Gates on that subject, and the prohibition of the residency of femalfes, 
p. 411—Remarks on the demand respectiijg delivering up the three Parsecs, and the 
threat of sending an armed force into the Factory, p. 414——Demands an explanation 
from the Viceroy, p. 420—Remonstrance to the Hoppo on the prohibition of fo¬ 
reigners having their wives to reside with them, and pomts out that they are incon¬ 
sistent with the morality of civilized nations, p. 423—Tl»e use of sedan-chairs fre¬ 
quently necessary from Uluess, p. 423-^The prohibition pointed out as inconsistent 

with the»character of benevolence claimed by the Chinese, p. 423—Repels the insi¬ 
nuation of being aided by traitorous natives, p. 424-‘Removes the mms brought up 

to the Factory in expectation of assault by a military force, p. 426-Refuses to 

remove the resident females, on the faith of former promises against annoyance, p. 432 

-Denies that Mr.‘Baynes falsely filled the chair, as stated by the Chinese, p. 434 

-Shows that it was his duty to arm the!Factory, p. 43 5. Will not allow the Chi¬ 
nese authorities to interfere with the conduct of the Company’s servants, p. 434; p. 444, 
par, 9 -—^Gives a detailed account of the discussions with the Chinese Government 
concerning the prChibitioiis against female residence, and using sedan-chairs, p. 440 
to 446>—^Takes part in this busiuess in unison with the indignant feelings of the resi¬ 
dents, p. 440, par. 10——Takes precautions for defence of the Factory, and personal 

security of residents, p. 441, par. 11; p. 442, par. 16-^Removes the gfjard from the 

Factory on assurances from the Chinese Government, p. 443, par. 58, 59, 60-A 

firmness of conduct necessary to prevent encroachments, p. 444, par, 13.——See Fc- 
males Resident at Canton. Sedon^chairs. 

Invest%ates the circumstances leading to tlie death of Mi^. Mackenzie; secures the 

accused person, p. 450—458 - . Reasons for resisting the interference of the Chincjie 

Government, m 457; F* "^7, Far* 7 -—Sends the accused in custody to Bombay, p. 457, 

458, 459-States the case of the seaman mveu up by the Frendi, p..457-Kefuses 

to give up tlie deceased’s body, p. 463—Eiiplaiiis the affair to the Court of Directors, 
p. 4167, par. 4.-—-See Mackenzie, 

Orders Captain Innes to Forvide a guard for the protection of the Factory, p,,469 

—Approves his and Captain Baylis\ conduct, p. 470.-See Armed Force. Females 

Resident at Canton. 

Directs ships to sail detabed because of unsettled accounts of the Hongs j ordered 
to return fire if fired on by the forts, p. 472.-^-See Fire from Chinese Forts ., 

Complains of the obstacles to jhe liquidation of the bankrupt Hongs’ debts, p. 474 
-Arrangements entered into, p. 475, ipar. 229-232.-See Bankrupt Merchants. 

Representations as to theburthens on trade, p. 476, par. 188,1^1,92.—See Trade. 
Burthens on; 

Order ships to sail detained by tlie Chinese m consequence of a man l^sng killed 

by an English seaman, p. 478, pdr. ;9-Promises to prosecute the mquiry, p. 479, 

par. 2-^Explain their reasons to the Court of Directors, p. 480, par, 11—Avoids 

mwch difficulty by referring the investigation to Captain Austin, when the Chinese 
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could take no part in it, p. 481, par. 17——Points out the danger of admitting a suspi¬ 
cion to exist against any man in tlie slup, p. 48*2, par. 21—23; 24, 25.——-Sec 
Detention of Ships. 

Represents to the Cliinese govornment the evils of extortionate donands on the 
Hongs, by the Hoppo, p. 483, par. 8—Directs the ships detained to sail without 
permission, which procures the obtaining it, p. 484, par. 13, 14, 15.——See Deten¬ 
tion of Ships. 

Resists the attemps of the Chinese government to interfere in the conduct of the 
Company’s servants, as in the instance of Mr, Roberts, who is ordered by the Go¬ 
vernment to quit Canton, p. 485—487——'Suspends commerce till order rescinded, p. 
48G, par. 8 j p. 486, par. 137.—See Suspension of Trade, 1. 

Procures redress of complaint of ill-treatment of the First Lieutenant of His 
l^ajesty’s ship Indefatigable, p. 487, par. 298 ; 299,-See Indefatigable. 

Arrangement to remove the embarrassments of the Hong merchants, p. 488, par, 2 
—Avoids any interference with the Chinese government, ivhich would give a pretext 

for burthening the trade, p. 489, par. 14-Considers a suspension of trade as a last 

measure, p. 493, par. 15——Protects the Junior Merchants, p, 494, par. 8—10- 

Counteracts the unfavourable disposition of the Viceroy towards them, p. 496, par. 12, 

13-Supports their credit, p. 498, par. 12, 15—Makes arrangements on behalf of 

Chunqua’s creditors, p. 498, par. 21—23.-See Hong Merchants. 

Communicates to tne Court of Directors the endeavours of tlie Chinese to establi.sh 
a Cohong, p. 499— 507-^Endeavours to counteract it, p. 499, par. 275,276-Diffi¬ 

culty of judging of the conduct of the Committee; importance of trivial circumstances, 
p. 503, par. 1.5-Difficulty of their situation from the trade being liable to interrup¬ 

tion from the caprice of the Viceroy, p. 503, par. 16——Recommends frequent em¬ 
bassies to the Chinese government, p. .}03, par. 17—Resistance to the Cohong 

system successful, p. 505, par. 13-Gives the character of the several Hongs, p.506, 

par. 8-Points out the necessity of resisting the system, p. 507, par. 13, 14— 

See Cohong, 

Arrangements for opening the mission preparatory to Lord Amherst’s Embassy, p. 
.'■<08, par, 5.-See Embasstp, 

Steps takeft to prevent the combination of Tea-merchants, p, 510, par. 10——Re¬ 
solves to resist the proceeding, but to avoid the detention of tne sliips if possible, p. 

511, pari 12, 14—p. 512; 30--Proposes plans for purchasing of inferior merchants, 

p. 513, par. 37-—Succeeds in dissolving the combination, p. 514, par. 3.——Sec 
Tea-Merchants. 

I Joins with the Hong Merchants in representations to the Viceroy respecting Frauds 
in the Tea Contracts, p. 516, par. 11.-Sec Te4f Contracts, 

Discussions with the Hong Merchants on the demand for a gift to the Emperor on 
his attaining his 60th year, p. 517, par. 16—20.-See Foreign Trade, 

Representations on the prohibition to employ natives in the Factory, p. 519, par. 8, 9 

-Suspends commercial intercourse, and differences adjusted, p. 521, par, 5, 6— 

Endeavours in behalf of the linguist Ajeu, p. 521, par. 2——Ifelivers addresses at the 

City Gates, p. 521, par. 3-Sends a mission to Canton, under Sir G. Staunton, to 

interfere for Ajen,p. 52*2,par. 7—15; p. 528,par. 16—31-Obtains an intercourse on 

a better footing, p. 527, par. 16.-See Discussions with the Canton Government in 

1814-15. . • 

Addresses die Government for removing the detention of the ship General Hewitt, 
p.531, par. 3——Forbearance on the refusal to rectove the address, on account of Lord 
Amherst’s embassy pending, p, 532, par. 6 ; p. 534, par. 21—Directs the General 

Hewitt to move to Whampoa, p, 532, par. 8-Ordered to return fire in case of 

necessity, p. 5J^, par. 10-—Delivers address at the City Gates, p, 533, jiar. 
11, 12-Endeavours to obtain the release of a corapradore from imprisonment. 

41 
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,© 1 , 533, par. 13—15——;8u€cieed», ». 535, par. 8——Proceeds to load the General 
Hewitt, but stopped, p. 535, par. Demands port clearances, p. 536, par. 11 
—Adjusts the difference with the Gov^nment, and s^p loaded, p: 537, par. 3,1 
—Points out , the necessity of a perfect knowledge of the Chinese lai]^[ua§e, 
p, 531, par. 5; p. 538, par. 2.—See General Hewitt iHhip. 

Proce^nffl respecting His Majesty’s ship Alceste, p. 53^—543.'—i.4See Akiefte. 

Joined wim American Consul to procure the punishment of robbers and murderers 
of the property and crew of theVvabadi American ship, p.543,par. 63—>i-'Deter- 
mines to resist a threat to search the Company’s diips for contraband goods, p. 543, 
par, 64.—iSee Diseussianit with the Canton Oovemmend, 1817-18. 

Proceedings to adjust the difficulties arising from the death of a native by an 
officer of the ship l^ndon, p. 544—Derives great assistance from Dr. Morrison, 
p, .545, par. 7; p. 546, par. 12.—See Discussions with the Canton Govemmni, 
1820-21. : 


Difficulties arising frmn the atlVay at Lintin, between the crew of His Majesty's 
ship Topaze and the inhabitants, in which two Chinese are killed, p. 548—Remon¬ 
strates on being made resfionsible for the conduct of King’s sh^, p. 548, par, 3, 7 ; 
p. 559, par. 1-^; p. 561, p. 11—Determines to resist the suspension of tr^e by the 

Viceroy, p, 549, par, 6; p.*550, par. 6-Resolves to remove the treasure, and retire 

from Canton, p.550, par. 7.10,3 j p.55l, par, 6;p, 553, par, 13—"-Recommends a con¬ 
ference between the Viceroy and Captain Richardson, p. .5.50, par. 2; p. 551, par. 7. 
—On C'aptain Richardson’s sailing trade resumed, p. 557, par, 12—"•Resists the 
renewed demands for delivering up the men in the followii® year, p. 560, par. 6 ; 
p. 562, par. 2—•—Remonstrates against the doctrines of the Chinese as to accidental 
death, p, .561, par. 10—Suspends the trade, p. 503, par. 6, 7"i—Resumes it on the 
invitation of the Hoppo, p. 56.3, par, 8.—See Suspension of Trade hy the Chinese, 2 

Complains to the Viceroy of an attempt by some natives to extort money, by pre¬ 
tending that the crew of the Balcarras was the cause of the death of a Chinese, who 
was brought in a dying state and left in the ship’s boat, p, 566, par. 5.—See 
Extortion. 

Representations to the Viceroy of the conduct of the Macao customihouse people, 

p. 568, par. 68——^Exactions repressed in consequence, p. 569, par. 34.-See 

Macao Custom-house. 

Obtains a formal recognition by the Chinese Government of the right of addressing 
the Government, exclusive of all other foreigners, p. 570, par. 3-—Obtains redress of 
a complaint, p. 570, p. 44.-See Right of Addressing the Canton Government. 

Joins widi other foreigners in obtahiing the suppression of exorbitant charges for 
boats between Canton and Macao, p. 571, par, 119——Requires tb6 Hong Merchants 
to state the legal charges, p, 571, par. 16-—But cannot prevent their encouraging 
illegal fees, p. 572, par. 52.—See Charges for Boats. 

Complains to the Viceroy of an assault made on Captain Walker in Canton, and 
obtains redress: procures tne suppression of disorderly spirit-shops, p. 572, par. 4. 
-See Walker, Captain. 

Expostulate.^ with the Government on the injustice of insinuations against them of 
contraband practices, p. 573, par. 24, 26,—^e Contraband Practices. 

Steps taken in consequence of the accidental death of a Chinese on board t^e Gol- 
(‘onda, p. 573, par. 4—8——Adjusts th|i affair without difficulty, p. 574, par. 21— 
Points out the favourable change in the minds of the Chinese as to accidental death, 
as regards foreigners, p. 575, par. 3.—See Death of a Chinese, 

Resists Uie infringement of privileges, p. '575, par. 41—43—Remonstrates on cer¬ 
tain grievances, p. 576, par. 46—51—Bteing rejected by the Viewoy, obtains r(^res8 
by presenting it at the City Gates, p. 577, pftr. 52—54.*—See Privileges, Infringe- 
njeut of. 
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Applies for removing' the einbarrasMnents trade, p. 578, par. 7——i-Prefers thai 
object to forwarding^ the loading of the ships for tlie season, p. 578, pair. 5*——Reasons 
for resisting the encroachments of Chinese authorities, p. 5/9, par. 16,17—**i)eter- 
mines to abstaiin from trade till grievances are redressed, p. 580, par. 18, 19 
——Addresses a memorial to the Emperor, p, 580, par. 20—Favourable opmion 
of the security of commercial property in China p. 581, par. 34—^—Points out the 
good effects of presenting addresses at the Ghy Gates, p. i^3, par. first 3—Orders 
trade to be resumed, on an accommodation being effected, p. 583, par. 2—States the 
details of the disen»»oas, and the appointment of new Hongs, p. 584, par. 4,5,6— 
Gives encouragement to the new Hongs, p. 584, par. 7—Points out the necessity of 
competition among them, p* 585, par. 9——Augurs favourably of the augmentation of 
the Hong, p. 585, par. 11—Resumes commerce, p. 586, par. 14—Addresses the 
’Siceroy for removing difficuities to the new appointments made in the floppo’s depart¬ 
ment, p. 587, par, 2—4—Describes the character, circumstances, and connections of 

the new Hongs, p. 588, par. 7 —^ -IntCrfen^S for the benefit of foreigners, p. 589, 

par. 45-Addresses the Governor recommending the (Teation of more Hong Mer¬ 

chants, p. 590, par. 36,——See Hong Merchants mid tState of Foreign Trade, 

Relates the proceedings of the Chinese to check the Opium Irade, p. 591—596— 
Objects to the Company’s ships giving bonds, as reijuired by the Chinese Government, 
p. 592, par. 40, 41,; p. 593, par. 21, 22-Points out the extent of the evil if com¬ 

plied with, p, 593, par. 23, 25, 26—Would be justified in resistance, p. 594, par, 27 

-Remonstrates with the Viceroy, p. 594, par. 28-And obtains from him an 

exemption from the regulation, p. 59.5, par, 2, 3-Will consider it proper to require 

opium ships to depart, p. 595, par. 18, 1 9 ——Notifies to the Bengal Government the 
intention (ff enforcing tne restrictions of the Chinese authorities, p. 596, par. 83, 84, 
-See Opium Trade, 

CoNTRABAsa PRACTicBs charged against the Supercargoes ; (24.) Paper (E*) p. 57'2. 

Unjust imputations, p. 573, par. 24-Threat of rescinding privilege of communi¬ 

cating in Chinese language, p, 073, par. 25——Insinuations retracted, p. 573, par. 26. 

D. 

Daniell, Mr.; Assists in forwarding the instructions relating to Lord Amherst’s Em¬ 
bassy, p. 508, par. 6. 

Drats of a CmjfESE by Accident, on board the Country Ship Goleonda, (25.) 
Paper (E.) p. 573. 

Accidental circumstances of the death, p. 573, par. 5--The facts immediately 

conoraunicated to the magistrates, p. 573, par. 6--^eir inquH ; admitted to have 

been casual, and the relations satisfied, p. 574, par. 20-Affair adjusted without 

difficulty, p. 574, par. 21 ; p. 574, par. 6-Inference in favour of a change in tlie 

Chinese notions of responsibility of foreigners for accidental death, p. 575, par. 3. 

Death of Chinese by Foreigners, A seaman of the Royal Charlotte accused of causing 

the death of a Chinese, but without any proof, p. 4^7, par 3, 5-Ships detained iu 

consequence, p. 477, par. 1-Danger of admitting that the man caused the death, 

unless satisfied of his guilt of murder, p. 4^, par. 14; p. 482, par. 21—23; p. 482, 
par. 24, 25. 

Accidental death of a Chinese by an officer of the ship London, p. 544, par. 2—— 

The family quieted by gifts, p. 545, par. 7-The onender demanded by Chinese 

magistrates, p. 545, par. 9—Satisfied by a subterfuge, p. 547, par. 18.-See 

Discussions taith Cordon Government, 1820-21. • 
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Two Chinese killed in an aflFray with the crew of the Topaz®, p. 458, par. —The 
ihericoncemed demanded to be delivered up, p. 548, par. 5-~>~Resistea by the Com¬ 
mittee, as having no control over His Majesty** ships, pi 549, par. 3, 7——^Plea of 
self-defence not adtnitted by Chinese law in cases of deato of native* occasioned by 
foreigners, p, 555, par. 9; p« 556, par. 3; p« 560, par, 4 ; p. 560, par. 6; p. 561, par. 
10.«!L.Subtorfuge8 proposed by the Chinese to avoid compromising toeir authority, 
p. 554, par, 16; p. 563, par. 6.——See Suspension of Trade by fie Chinese. 

Attempt to extort money, by the Chinese takjn|^advantage of the law against homi¬ 
cide by foreimers, p. 566; p. 567, par. 6——A Chinese at the point of death brought 
to a ship’s side, and pretended to have been killed by the crew, p, 566, par. 2—— 
Relatives confess tlie fraud, p. 506, par. 5.—B ut slightly punished by the Govern¬ 

ment, p. 567, par. 3, 53, 54.——See Extortion, 

Death of Foreigners by Chinese. Attack on the American ship Wabash, and murder 
of several of the crew; and punished by the Chinese Government on representation to 
it, p. 5^, par, 62. 

Death of Foreigners by Foreigners. A Portuguese seaman of the Stormont killed by 
a French seaman of me Success; given up to the Chinese authorities by the French 
Consul, and executed ; no inquiries into die facts, or benefit of trial; no allowance 
made for accidental death; the first instance of Ute kind, p. 457-Chinese Govern¬ 
ment claim jurisdiction of such cases, p. 4()0—465-Will not discriminate between 

intentional and accidental death, p. 467, par. 7.——See Mackenzie. 

DsTEitTion of Ships by the Chinese ; (3.) Paper (E.) p, 477- 

In consequence of a Chinese being killed by an English seaman; pretended identifi¬ 
cation of the offending seaman, p. 477, par. .3—Chinese propose that the ship should 

sail, and the oftender punished by the English laW when discovered, p. 477, par. 5- 

Acceded to, but not ratified by the Viceroy, p; 478, par. 7—No porl-clearancecs 
obtained; ships ordered to sad, p. 478, par. 9——-Not opposed by Chinese, on js'omise 
of continuiug the inquiry, p. 479, par. 2——Demand for delivering up the man 

renewed in tlie following year, p. 479, pai*. 2^)8, 29t)-Explanation te the Court of 

Directors, p. 480, par. 1 f-^Injustice of delivering up the man, being uncertain of 

his guilt, p. 480, par. 12—As it would have been sending him to execution, p.481, 

nj^. 15—Evil of giving up an individual to an indefeiite demand, p. 481, par. 18- 

Evil of admitting the suspicion of any men, which would revive the discussion, p. 482, 
par. 21—25. i 

Detention of the ship General Hewitt, p. 530, par. 3.-See Suspension Trade. 

In consequence of deficiency in the Hong accounts, p. 472.-See fire from Chi¬ 

nese Forts, 

DsTMtfTion of Ships in consequence of the Hong Merchants refusing to satisfy 
extortionate Demands of the lioj}poo : (4.) Paper (E.) p. 482. 

Hong merchants refuse to purchase " sing-songs," t. e. dock-work, fur Uie use of 

the Hoppo, p. 483, par. 290-Hongs request the importation may be discontinued, 

p. 483, par. 201—-Remonstrance to the Viceroy, p. 484, par. 10——Resolution to 

dispatch ten ships without permis.sion, p. 484, par, 13-Which induces the grant of 

permission, p. 484, par. 14.——Grand Ghops for sailing of the ships, p. 484, par 15. 

DmscTORS, Court of ; State to the Committee at Canton that the resort of European 
Females cannot be sanctioned, and represents the evils that might result from resis¬ 
tance to the prohibitions, merely to avoid a temporary domestie sacrifice, p. 445. 
par. 27. 

• Considers the affray at Linton between the inliabitants and the crew of His Ma- 
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jesty’s Topttfe the business of the two Governments, not of ^ Company, p. : m , 
par, ^ ’ 

Di»cimt9n8 mth the Canton Government, Season 1814-15: (13.) Paper (E.) p, 518 

Condact of the Chinese Government; Committee direct, ships to stop at C^hiirapoe, 
p. 518, par. I —. .. .Arises firom His Majesty’s ships remaining there, p. 519, par. 2-^— 
American prize ships there, p. 519, par. 2, 3——Representations unfavourable to His 

Majesty’s ships, p. 519, par. 4-Interested conduct of Pint|[ua, p. 519, par. 4~— 

An American brig arrives with a prize, Arabella, an English ship, and is taken to 
Macao, p. 519, par. 5——-Refiised adthittanee by Portuguese; taken possession of by 
His Majesty's ship Doris, p. 619; par. 6-Chinese Govermnent deem it ail Ame¬ 

rican ship, and a breach of neutrality, p. 319, par. 7—«—Native attendance at the 
Factory prohibited, p. 519, par. 8——More Europeans would become necessary, which 
would tend to disturbances, p. 519, par. 9*—Supposed object of the prohibition, 
p. 520, par. 12—Refusal to receive representations in Chinese characters, p. 520, 
par. 14. 

Commercial intercourse suspended by the Committee, p. .521, par. 5.-But dif¬ 

ferences adjusted, p. 521, par 6. 

DifTereribes renewed, p. 521, par. l». — -Seizure of a linguist for carrying a portrait 

of the Prince Regent to Pekin, p. .521, mr. 2-Address refused reception at the 

City Gates, par. 3-Committee order British to quit Canton, and ships to leave 

Whampoa, p. 522, par. 3—Good effects produced ; recapture of the Arabella 
allowed to be proper, p. 522, par. 5——Differences to lie discussed by Sir (leo. 

Staunton, and a deputation from the Viceroy, p. 532, par, 6, 7.-Broke off by the 

Viceroy, and Sir Geo. Staunton joins the ships, p. 522, par. li)-^—Renewed at the 

request of the Hong Merchants, p. 523, par. 11-DiflVreuces adjusted, p. 523, 

par. 12——Cohbug system partly carried into effect, p, 523, par. 16-Measures of 

oppression checked for the present, p. 523, par. 17-Trade proceeded in, p, 524, 

E ar. 18——C’oftduct of Sir Geo. Stnanton highly appreciated, p. 524, par, 19 - 

hscussions terminated, p. 524, par. 2, 3. 

Grievances of Europeans, to be judgeil of, must be coiisidei-ed collectively, p. 524, 
par. 4-(Conduct of Chinese Government influenced by persons interested in Ame¬ 

rican trade, p. 525, .par. 5~—Attack by boats of the Doris on an American schooner 
censured, p. 525, par. 5—Grieiances enumerated, p, 525, par. 6^-Specious con¬ 

duct of dhe Chinese in discu-ssions of complaints, p. 526, par, H—Inqiutes treason¬ 
able practices to the Committee with the accused linguist, p. 526, par. 9—r-Right <»f 
•addressing in Chinese language conceded, p, 528, par. 11-Prohibition of employ¬ 

ing natives in the Factory, p, 526, par. 12, 13——Fees for boats passii^ the Bogue, 
p. 527. par, 14—Their seeming indifibrence to trade only pretended; shown by 
tlieir anxiety to resume it when suspended, p. 527, par. 15—Intercourse with the 
Chinese put on a better footing by the discussion, p, 527, par. 16. 

Conduct of the Chinese Government towards the accused linguist, p. 528, par. 16 
-Perversion of justice, p» 528, par 17,18, 19, 29, 30—His oftence stated to be 

his connection with the English, p, 528, par. 31 -Banished, p. 529, par. 6 - Late 

insurrections falsely attributed to the Christians, p. 529, par. 8--—luiraical dispo¬ 
sition of the officers of government, p. 530, par, 10——Necessity of firmness in resist¬ 
ing unjust conduct, p. .530, par. 12. . 

Dtscv$»ios» mth the Canton Govenment, 1817-18; (16.) Paper (E.) p. 543, 

Several American Seamen killed by the Chinese, and then- ship plundered; and 
punished on the joint representations of the United States’ Consul and Committee, 
p. 543, par. 62-*—Regulations of commerce with foreigners not English, p. 543, 

par, 6:1-Attempt to search foreign ships to be resisted, as being detrimental to the 

general interest of trade, p. 543, par. 64. * 
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Discvaa^o^B with the Canton Gov>Brnm$nt, ^ (17.) Pap^ir (E.) p. 544. 

A Chinese killed by a party from the ship Loudon going for water, in filing to 
intimidate several firomannoyi^ the9e8me&rp.rM4, par.z-^ ballH»rtridge ofedby 
mistake for a blank, p* 544i ) par, 4--?—^Peoeaaed's iamily qiuoted by gifts, p. 545, 

par. 7 -^The offender demawded to be delweied up, p, 545, ]w, 9r-«-Absoond6d, 

p. .546, par. lO^r—Tbe body of a man .who had died by auici^ substituted for the 
offender, p* 546, par. 15, Inquiry made % the Chinese^ who put up with the 
subterfuge, p. 547, par^ 18 to 23>*-*rAttempt to rerive the inquiry prevented by die 
Chinese autborities, p. 547, {»r. 6; p. 548, par 7, I2i < 

Dorit, His Majesty’s Ship s takes possession of an Anterican prise, p. 519, par. 6-^— 
Attack on the Ameiican schooner at Whampoa, p. 525, par^ 5. 

Drummond, Captain, p. 566, par. 3,4. ' 

E.' 

Earl of Bdearrus Ship i Attempts of Chinese to extort money, by loaviiq^ a dying 
man in its boat alongside, p. 566. 

Elphinttone, Mr., when President, counteracts the endeavours of the Chinese to destroy 
competition, p, 507, par. 11. 

Embxuisieth the Chinese Government; Recommended as likely to be advantageous to 
trade, p. 503, par. 17. 

Ennsssv under Lord Amherst: (9.) Paper (E.) p. 508, 

. Communication to the local government, p, 508, par. 4*——Arrangranents for open¬ 
ing ihe mission, p. 5(^, par. 5«—.^Communication favourably received, p. 508, par. 2 
Inconvenience arising from Captain Ckv^l’s name bning included in the bond to wait 
an answer, p. 509, par. 4rr*“Mt*i*chants object to Sir Geo. Staunton acscompanying 
the embassy, p. 509, par. 5".*-—Supposed reasons, p. 510, par. 7—*-^Anxiety at the 
delay of the ambassador’s arrival, p. 510, par. 10. 

Forbearance of the Comimttee pending, p. 531i par. 2, 4; p. 532, par. 6; p. 534, 
par. 21. « 

ExTOHTtOH of Money by some Chinese; (19.) Paper (E.) p. 566. 

Pretended death of a Chinese, p. 566, par. 2-~»-A man In a dying state brought 
to the side of the Balcarras, and placea in her boat, p. 566, par. 3>-~-Relations 
demand condensation, p. 566, par. 4——Confess that he died of disease, p. 566, 

par. 5-Liability to such impositions from the recent laws of China as to death 

occasioned by foreigners, p. 5w, par. 6, 7-—'Conduct of the Government, p. 567, 
par, 3——Trifling punishthent of the offenders, p. 567, par. 53, 54. 

Extortions of the H^po, p. 482-----Compeb the Hong to purchase clock-work for 
him, p, 48i3, par. 290.——See Detention of Ships. 

V. 

Fatqm; Character of his Hong, p. 506, par. 8. 

Fearon, Mr., Hanoverian Consul; his name improperly introduced in the Chinese pro¬ 
ceedings respectit^ Mr. Mackenzie’s deaUi, and intiinidated to quit Canton, p. 441, 

par. 14-Was not concerned in the affPay, as asserted by the Chinese authorities, 

p.452. , * \ 

Fkualeb, Residence of, at Canton: Paper (A.) p. 407—44A 

Proclamation of Chinese Governor, interdicting the bringing of foreign women 
to Canton by foreign merchants; the Hpng mendiants commanded to expel the women; 
their notification of tlie order, and requisition that the women be sent to Macao, p; 408 
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——Chop from Hoppo, with remarks on the practice of bringing' women to Canton, 
as contrary to law, p. 410. 

Address from the Select Committee, and British Merchants, and Ootrnnaiiders and 
Officera of sh^s, written by Dr. Morrison, remonstrating against the intoKhetions, 

ahd complaining of the insulting accusations, p. 411^-^Viceroy threatens to semi 

soldiers to remove the females by force, p. 414—-Answer of the Select Commilfec to 
die Viceroy’s demand about the three Parsees and the lady; the Committee resolves 
to resist tbs admisaion of an armed force into the Factory to seize a British subject, 
p. 414—Communication from the Government that there was no intention of exeteut* 
ing the threat of violence; the presenting the residence of foreign ladies not of sufficient 
importance to employ force; Comnuttoe determine not to withdraw their guard till 
some document is received from the Viceroy, p. 415. 

^ Edicts from the Viceroy and Hoppo, in answer to the Committee's Remonstrance; 
fwoign women first allowed to remain on ship-board, then to laud at Macao; but 
cannot be allowed to come to Canton; instances stated: Mr. Baynes charged with 
opposing the prohibition, p. 41 5— Laws of interdiction of long standing; Hong mer¬ 
chants to see that they are obeyed, and to remove die foreign women to Macao, p. 416 
The iloppo’s reply to the Remonstrance; laws of old standing, and to be obeyed, 

p 417-^The introduction of foreign slave-women always against the law ; merchants 

can visit their families at Macao; heretofore foreign women not allowed to reside at 

Canton, p. 418-^Edict from the Commandant at Canton, enjoining obedience to rt?- 

gulations made to soothe and tranquillize; merchants to keep ^uiet and attend to their 
merchandize, p. 419——Address from the Committee requesting assurances from the 

Viceroy of retracting the threat of sending an armed force into the Factory, p. 420- 

Hong merchants’ assurances against molestation of any person resident in the Factory; 
edict of the Viceroy complaining of delay in giving up persons accused of murdering a 
Dutch captain, Mr. Mackenzie; aud in bringing a foreign woman and a girl into the 
Factory; threat of sending ah armed force, but not necessary if the merchants are peni¬ 
tent ; complains of the arming of the Factory, p. 421——Foreign merchants trading 
quietly will be protected; the guns must be sent to the ships; the women to Macao -. if 
obstinate, ^e commerce will be stopped, p, 422——Remonstrance of the Committee 
against the prohibitioti of foreigners having their wives to reside with them; states that 
the practice has long existed; and points out the injustice of disallowing it, p. 423. 

Assurance of security from the Viceroy, p, 425-The military will not be moved to 

surround and expel them, since Baynes and others have become penitent, p. 425 — The 

guns required by the Governor to be sent away from the Factory, p.4a6-Ordered 

* aw^ by Uie Board, p. 420. 

'Ihe Hoppo complains of being importuned by representations. Regulations made 
to prevent foreigners from falling into the net of the law, p. 427——Chinese can do 
without woollens and watches, but foreigners cannot do without tea and silk ; cannot 
show kindness, because the Chief has cut off the means; the Chief and others must 
meditate on this and the past, that they may enjoy benevolent rule, p. 427. 

Report of transactions made to the Imperial Court; represents that the English 
were alarmed by a false report of an intention to surround the Facto^ by military, 
ami which caused them to place guns aud guards; the military kept quiet guard, tliut 
the foreigners might not oe befooled by wrong jiuspicions; found, on inquiry that 
the guns were brought to the Factory in ignorance of the law; ordered away, and the 
foreign women to be removed, p. 428. 

Eldict of Kwangenow Foo for removing the foreign women brought by Baynes and 
others to Canton, p. 431—-Viceroy’s edict, renewing the orders wr the removal of 
tlie ladies, p. 432—The Committee refuse, referring to the promises formerly given 
for no further annoyance, p. 432——The Hoppo’s edict, accusing Mr. Baynes of being 
the cause of the present nusiness ; that he fabely filled the Chair, and introduced 
foreign women, p. 432—Marjoribanks and others permitted to conic to the city for 
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removing Baynes from the Chiefsbi»i Baynes may kept in safe custody till his 
r hJ\l ALIV>, punishmout is determined on, p. 433. 

Reply tp the Hoppo’s edict| denying tihat Mn Baynes falsely filled the Chair, but 
properly succeeded Mr. Plqwden, p.434r-—Urges me propriety of allowing the wives 
of foreign residents to remain with them; Mr. Baynps armed the Factory for necessary 
self-defence; British cliaracter not to be intimidated by threats, p. 435. 

Edict from Governor Ue; English merchants have always owyed regulations, and 
never brought married or unmarried women to Canton, p. 435——When some were 
brought by mistake, sent bank; the trade was not stopped when Ifeynes brought 
women with him, because all should not be punished on account of one man; now 
Baynes is gone. Committee to enforce observance of law j husband and wife should 
uot be separated at home, but it is different when they are abroad, p. 45^, 

RepW from the Imperial Court of Pekin leaves a aiscretionary power to tlie ofii^ies 
of the Government to act according to circumstances, p, 437--Kepetition of prohibi¬ 

tions of women coming to Canton; considers the guns wore brought up for defence 
against pirates; old regulations to be enforced; to be done wiUt all good manage¬ 
ment, p. 438. 

Memorial to the En^eror from Tseoug Keun King, &c., states that Baynes having 
introduced foreign women, armed the Factory under the false apprehension ffmt sol¬ 
diers would surround it, p. 438—-Baynes, on repentance, sent back the guns, and 
rcnioved the women to Macao; obstinacy of foreigners, particularly Baynes; another 
Chief chosen in his place; prohibitions must be observed, the barbarians must be 
kept in awe, p. 439. 

Order of Governor Le, for enforcing former regulations against the residence of 
foreign women, p. 439—If opposed, must be eimelled by force, p. 440—Foreign 
women brought by Thqrubill and Whiteman must be removed; Hong merchants to see 
this obeyed, p. 440. 

Extract of letters from the Select Committee to the Court of Directors, detailing 
’’these proceeding^ malignant temper shewn by the Chinese Government in prohibiting 
die residence of European females; threats of removing them by an armed force, 

p. 440, par. 9-^Indignant feelings of the residents; call on the Committee to join in 

remonstrating, p 440, par. 10-Precautions taken for the defence of the Factory, 

p. 441, par, 11—In past seasons several ladies resident; Mrs. Baynes invited to 

Canton by Howqua, p. 441, par. 12-^Reasons why the safety of the families of the 

members of the Factory requirc.them to bo resident, p. 441, par. 13-^Threats of die 

Government have bearings on the affray which occasioned Captain Mackenzie’s death, 
p. 411, par. 14——Concession would encourage the Chinese to insist on searching dib 

Factory, and seizing persons, p. 442, par. 15-A guard ordered into the Factory, 

p. 442, par. 16—No appearance of the trade being disturbed, p. 442, par. 17 
—■The Chinese restrained from attempting that mode of annoyance by the pro¬ 
ceedings of last Season, p. 442, par. 18—:—Mere verbal assurances not sufficient 

to give confidence of safety, p. 443, par, 57-Promises given that English ladies 

should not be molested; and tlmt the edicts were matters of form, p. 443, par. 58- 

Order given for removing the guard in consequence, p. 443, par. 59, 60-Viceroy’s 

reply that he will not admit the jprinciple of moving the military to surround and 
expel; and terminating the discussion, p. 444, par. 61. 

Proclamation of the Hoppo gainst iV^r. ^ynes, and interfering with the servants 
of the Company, p. 444, par. 9——Resistance necessary; being an experiment how far 
the Company will yield, p. 444, par. 10, 11—Imperial edict Ordering things to be 
“ arranged with liberality, and managed with kindness,” p. 4W, par, 12--—Evinces an 
amicable disposition ; induced by the rebellion in Tarfary; impressions of proceedings 
of last year; favourable effect of firm opposition to encroachments, p. 444, par. 13 
f—The subject of female residence acknowledged to be a trifling matter; influence of 
the jealous feeling of the Hong on the conduct of Government, p. 445, par. 9- 
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Undue ^ Wei^t at4<^ed to tlie qud^ion, p.'445, par. Ift—i-Ioterchaage t>f courtesies 

local authorities, n. 445, par. 6. FOR—GKI. 

Ex^t 9 [ a letter from the Court of to the Select Committee at Canton; 

*ho resort of European females to Canton cannot he sanctioned ■ great evils 
might result from resistance to the pirohibitiort^, merely to avoid a temporaiy domestic 
sacrifice, p. 445, par, 27. ' ’ ‘ 

Eorei^ner^ forbidden to tise sedamchain in Canton, p. 40S to 446. 

.I'k J \ ^ .ji I ,1 ‘ ' ' 

Fonaxoy Thuna, CAorgcfon; (12.) |*aper (E.) p. 517. 

Contribution of the Hongs to tlie< BSmpeFor on his 60lh year exceeds former gifte; 
will fall on the trade, pi 647, par. Ifi, 17, 18 *«t—‘N ow imposts on the trade prolimitod 
'^y the Hoppo, p. 5i8> par. 19. 

Foreigh, Trade i State ot and additional Hongs. See Hong Merchants, 

FtBM rtioii CWfinsa*\FoHT», to be returned by Ships: Paper (D.) p. 472. 

.Ships detained by.Chinese, because of deficiency of the Hong’s accounts; ordered 
to sail, and to return fire if fired on by the forts; one ship fired at, which was returned; 
another passes through the Bogue, p. 47'i.—-See Alceste. 


G. 

GEtimAL Mewstt, Company^ si Ship : (14;) Paper (E.) p. 530. 

Seizure and ill-usage of the Compradore, under pretence that he conducted Europeans 

to the city, p. 530, par. 1; p. D33, par. 13-‘Tortured and imprisoned, p. 534, 

par. 14, 15-Released, p, 5^, par. 8. 

Natives in the Company s employ ill-treated by the Chinese, p 531, par. 2—Ship 
General Hewitt coixveys presents connected with Lord Amherst’s emnassy to 'Pring 

Sing; detafned mider pretence of irregularity, p. .531, par. 3-Misiinderslanding 

from a different translation of a Chinese character, p. 531, par. 5-Refusal to 

receive address; forbearance of the Committee on account of Lord Amherst's embassy; 
p. 53‘i, par. 6; p. .534, pa»'. 2l—The General Hcwitt to move to Whampoa, and 

wait the arrival of the Ambassador, p. .532, par. 8-Refusal to receive the letter 

* explaining the intention, p, 532, par, 0-Difficult situation of the ship; in case of 

violence, ordered to return fire, p. 533, par.. lOr—Letter delivered by a deputation 
at the City Gates, p. 533, par. 11. 

General Hewitt allowed to load, but under conditions refused by, the Committee, 

p. 5^, par 22—Threat against persons in Company’s employ, p, 536, par. 9- 

Loading, the Oeneral Hewitt stoppctl, p. 536, par, 10—Port-clearaucc demanded, 
unless pennitteKi to couiplote the lading, p. 536, par; 11—Load on condition of 
waiting Lord Amherst’s arrival, p. 537, par. 5J-—Chinese not to be trusted^ with 
translating communications, p. 538, par, 5—Viceroy satisfied with Committee s 
reply; vexatious interierence of the merchants, p. 53^, par. 0. 

Gnevqua, abankruptHong merchant; Discussions for the liqtudation of his debts, p. 474. 

Ootconda, Ship; Accidental death of a Chinese on board, by the recoil of a hawser, 
p. 573, par. 5.—See Death a Chinese. 

Goytm.; Cl^aracter ofhtepong; p, i^, par. 8, ♦ 

Gri^tanees of'Europeans, in fca^i 
par. 4—Remonstrance to Cni 
‘ 4 K 


Bg OB traffie, must be considered collectively; p. 524, 
nese Government on several, presented at the City 
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Gates of Canton, 677» par. 3^^, S3, ‘!M~<>i^I)eteraunat|bit of the Cotn«4ttee to 
abstain from trade till grievan^s redressed, p, S80, par. i8-^A ntembml of, to, 
iCiDperor, p. 580; paj. 20. ." . ; ■ - 


^.'1 'I't 3 


H. 


Ilmg Tae; T^e Nme of Ye^o-le-Tse^^ p, 5^, par. 7, , . ^ 

IJomicidfij Chinese law as to, whe^ occasioned by Fore^ers. SmJOeMh, 

Hosa Ji^.nf;H4,]ST8t En^firrwmetfts ofi (7,), Pfiper {%.)• p. 488., > . ,,, 

Armngea^t of claims of European creditocs, p. 488, par, 2,«-<~!A{^ioation to 
Chinese Gorermneat wpuld ImvO been a pretext for impoalDoto, p. 488, par, 
Chunqua desirous of beiiig.re'Bdmitted to a share in tlie Company 's husiiiess, p. 4^8, 
par, 10 ---“Allotment of business between the Hongs, p. •^y, par, 11 , 12 , Ui 
-o-^The debts will be Uqtiidated from pnoiits; butif .uncbr arraugemoiii 
of die Chinese government, will be paid by the body of Hongs, mid charged on the 
trade, p. 489, par. 14—-Manner of contracting for tea, p. 489, par. 16—-rHo^ mer¬ 
chants, 1896-7, insolvent, p. 489, par. 167 —The min of five expected, p. 490, par. 
1G9—Advantage to the Company to prevent this, p. 4ii0, par. 170—^Moderation 
of die Uoppo Te-ta-Zin, p. 490, par. 1/2-Meritorious conduct of private credi¬ 

tors, p. 490,par. 173—rHongs have now resources within themselves, p. 490, par. 174 
—-Advance to mercliants, and rate of interest charged, p. 491, par. 175-—Bank¬ 
ruptcy ofihemerchants will occasion additional taxation, p. 491, par. 12——Debts by 
failure of the Hongs will fall on the European trade, p. 492, par. 68 - 7 —State of the 
Coinpsmj'S Cbi««i|^ 492, par. 14—(-Suspending the trade to be fihe last 

i wort.p. 49,3, par* 15-^-—iJifiieulty of condnetiug a trade unprotected by the Chinese 
Gov^rnmt^tit, p! 493, par. 16—♦-‘Apprehemibu of dniiior ,Mer<diants of tw removal of 
tiuise in debt by the Cluuese Government, p. 493, par. 38 ——Their debts would fell 
on the trade iuthe shape of duties, p. 493, par. 41-1—^Endeavours to protect them, 
p. 494, par. 8 , 9,10—^Good eflfecta therefrom, p. 494, par, 5—Disposhioii of the 
First Mitrchant in favour of the Juniors, p. 495, par. 5, 6 , 7—Unfavourable dispo¬ 
sition of the Yiceroy^ towards them to be counteracted, p.4%, par. 12, 13—r a- 
vourable determination pf Chinese Government, *p. 496, par. 25, 7-Their extri¬ 

cation from embarrassment necessary to the Company’s interest, p. 497, par. 144— 
Project of the Government to remove them abandoned, when found contrary to its 
interest, p. 497, par. 147,148——Imperial etUct in their favour, p. 498, par. 11—!■ 

Advances and endeavour to support their credit, p. 4‘.)8, par. 12, 13, 14,' 1.5- 

Arrangements made in, behalf of Chuuqua’s creditors, p. 498, par. 21, 22, 23.- 

See (mon ^^. 

Horn Merchants, State of Foreign Trade at Canton, and the Establishment of 
additional Hongs; (27.) Paper (E.) p. 678. 

ApjAicatiou to remove embarrassments of trade, p. 578, par. 3-i-—Unfavourable 
reply,]). 578, par‘ 4—frapbrtance of the object; preferred to loading the ships, 

p. 578, par. 5-Imperial order for establishing new Hongs disregarded by the local 

authorities, p. 579, par. 7"'^hifl5iien9^ ivith the Chinese Government purely commer¬ 
cial, p. 579 , par. 15-Has become a powerful instrument; reasons for firni^ resist¬ 

ing the encroachments of Chinese authorities, p. .579, par. *16, 17——Determi¬ 
nation to abstain from trade till grievance redressed, p. 680, par, 18, 19—(—Me¬ 
morial to the Emperor, p, 580. par. 20—Returned unnoticed, p. 581, par. 30, 31 

-Viceroy’s answer eoucilialOTy, p. 681, par. 82—Its substance, p. 681, par. 33 

—-!-^ecurity of property in trading concerns highly favourable in China, p. 581, 
par. 34—Favourable disposition of the Court of Pekin inferred, p. 582, par. 35—39 
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——Good effect* from presenting addresses at the City Gates, p. 583, par. first 3 

—Hope of restoring the nunther qf Hongs, p. 583, par. first 2—Exhorbitant HON—KIN. 

fees demanded for the appointment, p. 683, par. last 2——An accojpinodatioi» 

eflfected, p. par. 2,3-Deta^s of the dwcuseion, p, fMH,, par. 2.^5rr—One 

new Hong added, p. ^4, par. tJ—Ail<^ed difiiculty of findin^^ candidatesj new 
ones to be encouraged, p. 684, par. 7— '•—Necessity of competition by new Hongs, 
p. 585, par. {) -Frauds in the bankrwtcy of Manhop, p. 585, par. 10-^Augmen¬ 

tation of the Hong favourable, p, 385, par. 11—Favourable inference,, p. 586, 
par. l2-----«Comineree resumed, p. .586,. par. 14—Pun-suy-lan a cmididate for a 

new Hong; obstacle frian fees demanded, p. 586, par, 15-Obstacle removed, 

p. 587, par. 3—Pun-suy-lan appointed, with others, p. 587, par. 5——Character, 
circumstances and connections of the new Hongs, p. 588, par. 6—0——Security given 

•• ijidependent of the old Hongs, p. .588, par. 11—These appointments will open com¬ 
petition,. p. 589, par. 12—Conduct towards the bankrupt Hong of Cbunqua, p. 589, 
par. 13—-Interference by the Committee for the benefit of foreigners advances the 
Company’s interests, p. 589, par. 45—Addition of two more Hongs, p. 590, par. 0 
—Address for creating more, p. 590, par. 26—Advantage acknowledged by tlio 
Chinese, p, 590, par. 5. 

Hong Merchants, The characters of the several Hongs, p. 506, par. 8.9; p. .588, 
par. 6—9—Complain of frauds in contracts for tea, p. 515, par. 9— —Jom with 
the Committee in repressing them, p., 516, par. i 1—Demand on them for a contri¬ 
bution to the’Emperor on his 60th year, p. 517, par. 16,17-Encourage exorbitant 

charges for boats between Canton and Macao, p. 571, par. 119,16; p. 572, par. 52- 

Suspected of conniving at contraband trade in opium, p, 591, par. 38, 39, 

Hong Merehanis, Junior. Tlieir ruin desired by the Chinese Government, p. 500, par. 

3, 7; p. 497, par. 147-Would be injurious to trade, p. 502, par. 10-Supported 

by the Committee, p. 494, par, 8—10; p. 497, par. 149; p. 498, par. 11,12, 13.—— 

Sw Bankrupt Merchants. 

Hongs ; Names of, can never be changed; but names of individuals constantly altered 
according t8 their caprice, p. 588, par, 7. 

Howqua. His character as a Hong merchant, p. 506, par. 8—Influence over foreign 

trade, p. 506, par. 9-Overrules the combination of American merchants, p. 506, 

par, 10. 

I. & J. 

Jameson Captain; His services in delivering an address at the City Gates of Canton 
p. 533, par. 11, 12. 

Indsfatwabix, His Majesty's Ship; (6.) Paper (E.) p.487. 

First Lieutenant of, attacked and ill-treated while on shore, and a gun stolon by the 

Chinese, p. 487, par, 298-Remonstrance to Government; complaint redressed, 

p. 488, par. 299. 

Innes, Captain John. Supplies a guard to th^Factory, p. 4G9-His conduct approved, 

p. 470. 

K. 

Kinqua ; Character of his Hong, p. 556, par. 8. 

4K2 
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i^ikitnf fcwtwem tlw mw of theTwjae $i«J Ch«»ai, p. DiotA of 

Natives. Hichardsm, ^ttipsnsion of Trade by Chinese, Topaxe, . 

London, Ship; Affray with the natives, p. 544*'—S«te Di^sHom. . 

Lyra Brig; Accompanies His Majesty's Ship Alceste on Lord Affihersl's Embassy, 
p- 539, par, 23; p. 542, par. 6. 


M. . 

Macao CusroM>^HouaBi Oondmt of the People at j (20.) Paper (B.) p. 568, 

Aggression of tho people, p. 568, par. 47, 68—-Representations to. Government 
neglMted, p, 568, par. 69—Abuses ostensibly removed, "but tacitly allowed, p. 568, 
par. 72——Instances, p. 560, par. 73—Smuggling falsely charged against comman¬ 
ders of ships, p. 569, par. 75-^—^Exactions suppressed, p. 569, par. M, 

MjOKKtigin, Mr., Death of j Paper (B.) p. 447 to 468. * 

^Ihforn^lon of his ddath in an aSVay, p. 447—Accused perscms arrested, p. 447- 

liiii^uest of a jury, p. 448— —Men liberated on conditions, p. 449— Again arrested on 
ctematid of tae .Vkjeroy, p. 439— -—Circumstances of the affray; Captain Mackensii* 
interfewa in tnjuaJTel about a locked door, and is wounded, p, 449-— Persons ac¬ 
cused commfttM to custody, p. 450— —Depositions of witnesses, p. 450— Hong 
Metuhants directed by ChiOesfe Government to make inquiry, p. 451— —Chinese raa- 
gatrates claim jumdiOtion, p,452r*-461— Instances of the exercise pf their authority, 
p. 4^*461—Case stated by them of a seaman given up by the French in 1780, atui 
put to''death by the Chinese, p.'453j 454— inquines by Chinese magistrates, p. 455. 

Select Committee consider the business, p. 456—Heasons for not allowing the 

interfer«»ee ef the Chinese, p. 456—Accused to be sent to Bombay, p. 457- 

* Order for that purjpoSe, p, 4.59-Account of the affair transmitted thither, p. 458. 

—Committee's statement of the case of the seamen given up by the fl'ench, p. 457. 

The body of the deceased and the person of tho accused denfended by the Chiiio-se 

Government,». 462-Orders inquest to be made, p. 462-Reply that the accused. 

was gone, and declining to disturb the body, p. 463-Viceroy insists on right of 

jurisdiction, p. 464-Further demand for giving up the accused, p. 46.5—Reply, 

J ). 466 - Proposal by Chinese magistrates that the accused should bo tried by fhe 

Snglish uuder the superintendence of Chinese, p, 466. 

Expjiai^tiou pf the affair to the Court of Directors, p. 467, par. 4-Reasons for 

refusi^ to driver up the accused, p. 467, par. 7-^Usual routine of business not 

affected., p, 467, par. 8, 

Mackenzie, Mr., Death of. Captain of a Dutch ship, p. 447—Pm^es implicate*! 
id, demanded by the Chinese Government, p, 414—The affair mixed up with the 
motive for expelling Female Residents from Caatwi, p. 441, par. 14. 

Ma‘too-l€mg, a new Hong; the pong’s name, Shun Tac, p. 588, par. 9. 

Munkop, Hong; Bankniptcy; frauds of,*p. .585, par. 10. 

Maxwell, ('aptain of His Majesty’s ship Alceste. See Alceste, 

Metcalfe, Sir Theophilns. Assists in executing the instructions respecting Lord Am- 
berst’s embassy, p. 508, par. 6*^^—Conveys Lom Buckinghamshire’s letter on the subject 
^0 Canton; waives his privilege of being seated ki tho Viceroy’s presence, p. 508, par. 2. 




WOBX. 





Morrison, Dr. Address to Chiuese authorities, remonstrating^ against the prohibition of ._ 

. feiaalea^residin||[ at Canton, drawn up by him, p. 413——His assistance in adjusting the MOR—PRf, 

di£lc4tieA arUing from an affray whh-crew of the ship I/)iidon and some natifes, p. 545, 
pw. thorough knowledge of the Chinese language very advantagt^ns, p. 546, 

par. 1 * 2 . ,, 

Mouiqua; Character of his Hong, p. 506^ par, ^ 

Murder. See DeatA; . ‘ . 


N, 

Names of Persons, in China, ccmstantly altered according to the caprice of the indivi- 
•• ^dual; but names of Hongs can never be changed, p. 588, par. 7. - 


0 . 


OnvM Tbads: (28.) Paper (E.) p. 591, 

Chinese threaten to check the trade, p. 591, par. 34 -Pinqua deprived of his 

Button, p. 591, par. 3C-Committee disinclined to interfere, p. 591, par. 37 

Proceedings of the Chinese government to suppress illicit trading, at which the Hongs 

are suspected of conniving, p, 591, par. 38; p. 592, par. 30, 47-^Bonds required of 

the Company’s ships, p. 592, par. 40 ; p. 593, par. 21,22——Objectionahlo, p, 51W, 
par. 41--—But uuputations on the Company’s ship disavowed, p. 592, par. 45—~ 
Confiscation of cargoes of illicit ships, p. 59*2, par. 46——^Bonds required of the Hongs 
for ships, against illicit trading in opium, p. 593, par. 16—20——Extent of evil if com¬ 
plied with, p. 593, par. 23; p. 594, par.26-May become pretexts of injustice, p. 594, 

par. 25—Will justify opposition, p. 594, par. 27—Remonstrance to the Viceroy, 
p. 594, par. 28—Who persists, p. 594, par. 29—Who will make no distinction 

between tlie Company’s and other ships, p. 594, par. 1-On reconsideration, exempts 

them from the law, p. .595, par. 2, S—-Private opium ships required to depart, 
p, 595, pw. 18, 19——Company’s trade made responsible for the departure of private 

opium shfps, p. 596, par. 81, 82-Notice to the Bengal government of (be intention 

of the Committed to enforce the restrictions of the C’hinese p.uthorities, p. 596, par. 
83, 84. 


P. 

Pifrolt, Mr., affray with the Chinese, p. 544, par. 4. 

Pinqua, the Second Hong Merchant, p. 490, par. 10-Endeavours to establish a Cohong, 

p. 501, par. 5-Unfriendly to the English, and partiality to the Americans, p. 501, 

par. 6; p. 504, par. 7-His influence derived from wealth, and obligations conferred 

on the Junior Hongs, p. 505, par. 41--Will not coalesce with Chunqua, p. 506, 

par. 42-^Interested to favour the Americans, p. 519, par. 3, 4 — — Deprived of his 

Button, p. 591, par. 36. 

Ponqua, a bankrupt Hong Merchant; Discussions^ for liquidation of his debts, p. 474. 

PnxriLEoBs, Infringement of: (26.) Pap<^^ (E.) p. 575. 

Disposition to'rescind established privileges; disregard of representations, p. 575. 

par. 41-Address returned, with directions to the merchants to alter it, p. 575,par, 42 

-^Disavowal cf any alterations by the merchants, p. 575, par 43——Messenger of an 

address seized, p.575, par. 44~—Reply to it contumcliously pasted on the walls, 
p. .576, par, 44. • 
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• Excarsions on the waler for amusement restricted, p. 676, par. 45——Abusive pro- 
eiamiiititmisaiied, p. 576, par 46——EemoostramJeon these gnerance8,p.d76, par 47— 
5j[,,—:^ftised te be received, p. ^7> par 5^—Presented at the City Gates by a 
deputatmn and detacbmmts o£ mats’ ereii|fs,p< 577, par.d$—'HieexjMment success' 
fui, p. 577, par, 54——ConcUiatory conduct ef Chinese, p. 577, par. 

Propertyf Commercial; Security of, in Chinaj p. 581^par. 84.' 

Punn-kke-qua^ the First Hoii" Merchant; allotment of business to hhn, p.4d5, par. 5— 
Giood conduct, p. 495, par. 6—Assists the Junior Merchants, p. 495, par. 7—Ad¬ 
dress and capacity, p, 494, par. 4—-Checks the intrigues of Chunqua, p. 505, par. 10, 

‘ 1 Ir—His cWacter as a Ilong Merchant, p. 506, par. 8, 

Punishment. See Cangm. ^ ' 

Pun-suy4m. A candidate for a new Hong, p. 585, par, 8; p. 587, par. 15, 2, 3 —— 
Admitted, p. 587, par, 5—His Hong named Chong Wo, p. 588, par. 8*—Correct 
name jPuan-wun-taou, p, .588, par. 8. 


R. 

Right of .dfnnnjESSfjve the Canton Covertment ; (21.) Paper (E.) p. 570. 

The privilege allowed exclusively to the Committee, and of great importance, p. 570, 
par. 3—-Satisfactory conduct of the Chinese oflScers, p. 570, par. 44.—See CMnese 
Character ami Language. 

Richardson, Captain of His Majesty’s ship Topasc, p. 548, par. 3 —A ffray between 
his crew and Chinese, in wtodi two C'hioese am killed, p. 548, par. 2—Wntes to the 
Viceroy explaining the circumstances, and eating that they shall be reported to his 

sovere^, p. 552, par, 4, 5, 6; p. 557, par. il-Not noticed by the Viceroy, 

p. 555, par. 8——Rejects a subterfuge proposed by the Hong merchants, p. 554, par. 
15, 17—Writes i^in to the Viceroy, p. 554, par. 18; p. 557, par. 8——Receives no 
reply, and sails, p* 556, par. 11; p. 5^, par. 4.—See Suspension of Trade by the 

Chinese. 

Roberts, Mr., connected with the defaulting merchants Gnewqua and Ponqua; advances 
them money, p. 485, par. 4,7——Ordered to leave Canton by the Viceroy, p. 485, par. 
4^ 5—Prevented by the interference of the Committee, p. 486, par^ 137, Im.—SeV 
Suspension of Trade, 1. 


S. 

SEOSs-CHAtna used by Europeans; Paper (A.) p. 408—-446. 

Order of Governor Le, prohibiting foreigners going about in Sedan-Chairs; a 
foreigner seen to go into tiie Factory seated in a chair contrary to order; in^iry to be 
made whether the Hong merchante have connived at the practice, p. 408-—Foreigners 
to go to their boats on foot; the Hongmordiants to see the order observed, p. 409— 
Resolution of Committee, prohibiting persons coming in Sedan-Chairs into the Fac¬ 
tory, p. 410—-Addre^ written by Dr. Mowison, remonstrating against the prohibitioh, 

p. 411,-^If foreigners sick in going to and from the Factory, not to ascend Shoulder- 

carriages, p. 416—foreign nmrehaUts in former days did not use them ; overstep ibeir 
station by using, them new, p 417.—liitherto not used, therefore no hmdship in 
walking, p. 419. 
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Edict fromIseuBg Keun disallowitigf the use of Sedaii-Ciiairsjfl. 4i9U—Address from 
Select Committee, remonstrating against the proliibitions; p. 4:k),----4mpenel reply, SHO—SUS 

repeating the prohibitions j momorial from Chinese authorities to the EmpeWr'ou tiie 
use of Sedan Chairs by the merchants, p. 438—-Order Jfrom Chinese Gof^taof 
against the use, p. 4>}9--—Extract of lettw to Court of Directors; restrictions remold 
on Chinese beijig employed as Chair-bearers, p,, 443, par. G. 

Shoulder-Carriages described, p. 418.—-Sec Sedan-Chairs. 

Shun Tae; The name of Ma-too-leang’s Hong, p, 588, par. 9. 

Signature, in attestation of affidavits, made by a coloured impression of the deponent's 
diiuid, p. 574, par. 20. 

Smuggling. See Contraband Practices, 

Staunton, Sir George, p. 492, par. 13—False imputations against him by Chuuqiia, 
p. 502, par. 11——His arrangements defeat Chuncpm’s intrigue for removing the Junior 

ilongs, p. 504, par. 8-Is personally attacked by Chunqua, p. 504, par. 9—^Attached 

to Lord Amherst’s embassy, p. 508, par. 6--His iiccompauying the embassy objected 

to by the Hong, p. 509, par 5-Supposed to arise because of his knowledge of the 

Chinese language, and of the proceedings of die local government, p. 510, par. 7—- 

His mission to Canton in 1814, p. 522,par.7,8,10, U, 12-His conduct commended, 

P-.51J4, par. 19, 

Stormont, Ship; A Portuguese sailor belonging to, killed by a French seaman, p. 457. 

Success Galley; a French seaman belonging to, havii^ killed a seaman of the Stormont, 
is given »p to the French Consul, and put to death by the Chinese, p. 457. 

SvspENSion OF Trade: 

1. JBy the Committee, 

By the Chinese. 

1. By the Committee: 

In .consequence of the 'Viceroy directing Mr. Roberts to quit Canton; (5.) Paper 
(E.), p. 485. 

Imputations against Mr. Roberts, as connected with Gnewqua’s and PonquaV 
Affairs, p. 485, par. 4.—Required to leave Canton, p. 485, par. 5—Advanced 
money to the defaulting merchants, p. 485, par. 7-——Retraction of Chinese Govern¬ 
ment, p. 486, par. 8-Commercial intercourse declined till the order for his removal 

is rescinded, p. 486, par. 137-Viceroy concedes, p, 486, par. 138—Business re¬ 
sumed, p. 480, par, 139-Other insolences checked by this proceeding, p. 487, par. 27. 

In consequence of the discussions, in 1814-15, respecting prohibition to employ 
natives, and the arrest of the linguist Ajeu, p. 519. 

Resolved on by the Comnuttoe to enforoc the redress of certain grievances m re^wot 
to foreign trade, and the appointing of additional Hongs, p. 580, par. 18——Cliinese 
cojiduct influenced by the fear of, p. 442, par. 18—;yTo -be resorted to only as a last 

measure,p.493,par. 15-Is an evil felt by,the Chinese Government, p.510, par. 13; 

P- 553, par. 12-No other way of influencing it, p. 503, par. 14—Suspended in 

1814, p. 5:^, par. 0-^—Appreliensions from suspension during the discussions about, 
increasmg the Hongs, p. 585, par. 10. 

In consequence of some Chinese being killed m an affray, at Lintin, with the crew of 
His Majesty’s ship Topaze; (18.) Paper (E.) p. 548. 
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—■ Affirsy with the inhabitaate at Liatiiij p. mu % 3——Injastice of makingf the 

SITS. Company answerable for the conduct of Kioij’s ships, p. M8, par, 3,7-----Trade sus¬ 

pended m consequence, p. 549, par. 6«'i-*--i-Kffieulty of adjusth^ the business, p. 549, 
par. 5>-~-~Comnuttea determine onresisUng tlie Viceroy's measures, and steps taken, 
p. 550, par. &«——Treasure to be removed, p. 550, par. 7-10“—Viceroy insists on the 
men being delivered up, p. 550, p. ‘i—Factory withdraw to the snips, with the 

treasure, ,550, p, par. 3——Viceroy retracts his direats, p. 551, par. 4-But not his 

intention of renewing the discussion, p. 551, par. 5, (^—Retiring from Canton per¬ 
severed in, p. 550, par. 3; p. 551, par 6-A conference with C^aptain Richardson 

recommended, p. .5M, par. 7—^Viceroy insists on his demands; ships removed 

through Bocca Tigris, p. 552, par. 2; p, 553, par. 9, 10, 11-llong represents the 

Viceroy disposed to accommodation, and suggests a letter of explanation from Captain 

Richardson, p. 552, par. 4, 5-Writes, but no notice taken of it, p. 552, par,^)t 8 

—Preparation made for a complete removal from Canton, p. 553, par. 13—Sen¬ 
sation on the Canton government, p, 554, par. 14-llong merchants propose a sub¬ 
terfuge, p. 554, par. 16 - Could not be acquiesced in by Captain Richardson, n. 554, 

par. 17—A letter of explanation written by him to the Viceroy, p. 554, par. 18- 

Which the merchants promise to deliver, p. 5Ji4, pur. 19, 20-Maiukrins repair to 

the Ttmaze to make inquiry, p. 555, par. 3-7-Doubtful of success, p. 556, par. 8 

——Plea of self-defence not admitted by Chinese law, p. 555, par. 9; p. 556, par. 3 
——Imperial decision, p. 559, par. 1-5--—Captain liichardson resolves to sail, p. 5.5(), 
par. 11——Sails, p, 656, par. 4 —Representation to the English Government pro¬ 
mised, p. .557, par. 8, 9——As the ship has sailed, no further explanation can bfe given 

if demanded, p. 557, par. 11-Trade ro-opened, and invitation to return to Canton, 

p. 557, par. 12, , . 

, Discussions renewetl by Viceroy, and the return of the accused seamen demanded, 

p. 558, par. 70-7^1-Cominilloe deny hating promised to return the men, p. 560, 

par. 6 -- " -Edict issued making the Chief of the Factory answerable for the conduct 

of King’s ships, p. 559, par. 1-3; p. 561, par. 11-Remonstrance against the conduct 

and doctrines of the Cliinese Government as to homicides, p. 561, par. 10-Return 

of the accused seamen expected by the Chinese, p. ,561, par. 3-Stoppage of trade 

threatened, p. 562, par. 4-Men again demanded on the arrival of the Bombay, 

p, .563, par, 2——Conunittee suspend the trade, p. 563, par, 6, 7-^Trade 

resumed on the invitation of the Hoppo, p. 563, par, 8--Factory return to Canton, 

p, 564, par, 10. 

Opinion of the Board of (Control; an affair between the Governments, and not with 

the Company, p, 564, par. 0-Expedients proposed by the Hongs to give* a 

belief that the men had died on the voyage; n'jected by the Committee, j). 564, 
par. 6-The affair probably concluded, p. 56.5, par. 2, 3. 

2. By the Chinese ; 

In consequence of dispxites respecting the affray at Lintin, with the crew of the 
Tmmzc, p, 548. 

Detention of ships in consequence of a Chine.se being killed by an Englidli seaman, 
p, 477.——See Detention of iShips, 

Detention of the ship Gexieral Hewitt, p. .5iK).-—See General Hewitt Ship. 

In consequeiwo of the deficiency in tfee llong’s accounts, p. 472.-See Fire from 

Chinese Forts,- 

# 

In consequence of the Hongs refusing to comply with extortionate demands of the 
Hoppo, p. 482.-See Detention of Ships. 
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Tsi C&ttTBMTt, Fmudjt in: (11.) Paper (E.) p. 515. 

Hong merchants resolve to complain to the Government, p. 515, par; Pro- 

. verbid dishonesty of tlie dealers, p, 515, par. 10-Committee join in representations 

to the Viceroy, p. 516, par. U, 12, 13-Favourably received', p. 516, par. 14-— 

Mict for their punishment, p, 517, par. 57. 

T £4 Mjrbchantb. Combimlion of; (10.) Paper (E.) p. 511. 

Hoitg merchants to be assisted in preventing, p. 511, par. 10-^'I’ea, merchants 

refuse to allow appreciation and reduction in pnee, p. 511, par. 11—Eesislancc 

necessary, though atprcseutloss, p. 511, par. 12-Persist in their demands, p. 512, 

^,ar. 29-^Plan of raistance, p. 512, par. 30, 31-Prices, p. 512, par. 32—Terms 

proposed to the chief tea merchants, and refused, p, 513, par. .13, 34, 35, .16— 

Proposal to the poorer tea merclteuts, p, 513, par. 37-Which is likely to 

succeed, p. 514. par. 46-Combination dissolved, p. 514, par. 3-Magistrates 

denounce punishment against combinations, p. 515, par. 6. 

Tea Mercfiants ; Manner of contracting with them, p. 489, par, 15. 

Thornhill, Mr.; Resides with his wife at Canton; forbidden by the Chinese Government 
p. 431, 436. 

His Majesty's ship; affray with the crew of, and Chinese, in which two Chinese 
killed, p. 548.-See Suspension of Trade. 

Trade, Burthens on: (2.) Paper (£.) p. 476. 

Representations to the Viceroy unattended to, p. 476, par. 188—-Requested to 

be communicated to the Emperor, p. 476, par. 91-Unfavourable answer, p, 477 

par. 121,122. 

Trade. Difficulty of conducting it, unprotected by the Chinese Government, p. 493, 
par. 16—»-Liable to be interrupted by the caprice of the Viceroy, p. 003, par. 16; 
p. .520, par. 13_W ould be benefitted by frequent embassies to wie Chinese Govern¬ 

ment, p. 503, par. 17. 

Trade. See Foreign Trade. 

U. 

Vrmston, Mr., p. 538, par. 6. 

W. 

H'ahfish, American ship, attacked by a party of Chinese; several seamen killed, and ship 
plundered; offenders punished, p. 543, par. 62. 

Walker, Captain, Attack on him in Canton: (23.),in Paper (E.) p. ,572. 

Assaulted in the street; complaint to Government; offenders punished; disorderly 
spirit-shop suppressed, p. 572, par. 4. 
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‘WatUVen. 


m 

Water Exeureions, for the ainu$<»»ent of the Europeans, forblddeu by the ChineHe autho¬ 
rities, p. 57 c, par. 45. 

Ji'Mtman, Mr., a merchant, resides with his wife at Canton, forbidden by the Cinnese 
Government, p. 431,432,436. 


Y. 

re«-A'e-wg, a new Hong ; bis Hong’s name HingTae, p. 588, par. 7- 








